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to  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

the  Countefs  P  O  U  L  E  T  T. 

XT  O  U  in  a  manner   confented  that 
1   (liould  dedicate  the  firft  volume 

of  my   Traveb  to  you,    on  condition 

that    I  did  no  more  than    merely,  in- 

^cribe  it   to   your  Ladyfliip.     The  re- 

queft  was  embarraffing — I  wifhed  to 

comply ;    but  the  recolleflion  of  your 

good  qualities   has  prevented  me. 

Had  your  rank,  Lady  Poulett,  beea 
the  motive  of  this  addrefs,  I  probably 
had  infcribed  it  to  you  ;  it  were  eafy  to 
follow  that  mode  of  (dedication  :  au- 
thors have  introduced  it,  who  thought 
it  neceflary  to  compliment  thofe 
whom  they  could  not  praife.  Fof 
me  it  is  not    necejjary  to  dedicate    to 

a  2  any 
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any  one,  but  I  feel  it  honourable  to  do 
fo  to  you ;  becaufe,  after  much  re- 
fleSlion,  I  can  fcarce  among  a  nu- 
merous acquaintance  find  a  Lady  who 
is  your  equal  in  merit,  it  were  in  vain 
to  look  for  your  fupenor. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

With  the  greateftRefpeft  and  Efteem, 
Your  Ladyfhip's  moft  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  WATKINS. 


London,  No7.  5,  I79»« 


P    R    E    F   A    C    £* 


HTHE  following  Letters  are  the  fame 
as  were  written  by  the  author  to 
his  father.  The  firft  part  of  his  tra- 
vels in  France  and  Spain  he  has  fup- 
prefled,  from  the  defire  of  hmiting  his 
publication  as  much  as  poffible.  The 
favourable  reception  they  have  met 
from  a  few  friends  to  whofe  infpeftion 
they  were  fubmitted  in  his  abfence, 
has  induced  him  to  lay  them  before 
the  public  ;  but  as  the  judgment  of 
the  former  has  probably  been  influ- 
enced by  partiality,  he  waits,  and  in^ 
deed  with  no  little  apprehenjiouy  for  the 
decifion  of  the  latter.  Thefe  Letters 
would  have  been  publifhed  foon  after 
his  return,  had  not  his  intention  been. 
prevented  by  illnefs  and  family  con- 
cerns.    He  thinks  it  incumbent  upon 
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him  to  apologize  for  the  numerous 
erratdy  falfe  pointing  &c.  of  his  firft 
volume.  They  muft  be  attributed  to 
an  ignorant  amanuenfis,  and  in  fome 
ineafur^  to  the  hurry  of  the  printer, 
as  the  author's  refidence  at  a  conli- 
derable  diftance  from  town  being  ne- 
ceffary,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the 
correflion  of  the  prefs  to  him. 
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Geneva,  July  22,  1787. 

AT  length,  my  dear  Sir,  we  are  arrived 
at  Geneva.  I  thought  that  my  friend 
and  companion  Mr,  Pocock  could  not  be 
tnore  known  to  me  than  he  was  at  college, 
but  have  difcovered  fince  ouir  departure 
from  England  many  noble  qualities,  that 
had  before  efcaped  my  obfervation.  To  aa 
excellent  iinderftanding  and  an  extreme 
fweetnefs  of  temper,  he  joins  the  truelt 
fenfe  of  honor  and  propriety  ;  but  I  was  at 
firft  convinced  of  his  merit  from  his  attention 
to  his  father,  the  molt  amiable  and  refpedl- 
able  of  men.  This  city. is  fituate  upon  the 
Vol.  L  B  fummit^ 
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lummit,  the  fides  and  at  the  bottom  of  a 
hill,  where  the  Rhone  iflues  out  of  the  lake, 
in  a  fmooth,  deep,  and  rapid  dream,  the 
blue  tranfparency  of  which  refemblcs  that 
of  the  ocean.  Behind  it  the  Alps  of  Savoy- 
bend  into  a  magnificent  theatre.  At  fome 
diftance  on  the  frontiers  of  France,  are  the 
mountains  of  Jura  5  and  up  the  lake  on  its 
northern  bank,  is  the  rich  Pays  de  Vaud, 
fronted  by  the  rugged  hills  of  Chablais- 
As  it  was  built  at  a  time  when  its  thrifty 
citizens  had  probably  no  tafte  in  architec- 
ture, I  cannot  fpeak  favourably  of  it  in  that 
refpe6l.  However,  ic  has  fome  good  edi- 
fices, and  the  upper  part  of  ic  on  the  Savoy 
fide,  being  entirely  new,  and  compofed  of 
large  lK)ufes,  prefents  a  very  nobl^  ap- 
pearance. The  language  of  the  place  iis 
French,  though  much  German  is  fpoken  by 
the  Swifs  mechanics  who  are  fettled  here. 
Provifions  and  houfe-rent  are  moderate  5  la 
a  word,  Geneva  is  admirably  calculated  for 
a  place  of  abode,  as  indeed  is  evident  from 
the  many  Englifh  gentlemen  who  do,  and 
have  rcfided  here  during  the  fummer  months. 

The 
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The  little  villas  on  the  lake  arc  now  entirely 
occupied,    the  gardens  of  which   are  mod 
convenient  for  bathing,  or  for  parties  on 
the  water.     Here  too  the  profpeft  is  much 
iiner  than  from  the  city,  as  the  objeds  of 
fight  are  enlarged  and  multiplied.     Among 
thefe  the  mod  wonderful   is  Mont  Blanc^ 
that  giant  of  the  Alps,  which   is  fo  much 
higher  than  the  lofty  mountains  that  fur- 
round  it,  as  to  have  the  fun's  light  upon 
its  fides  full  twenty  minutes  longer  than  it 
can  be  feen  on  their  fummits.    This  is  more 
particularly  noticed,  from  that  rich  (hade  of 
deep  crimfon,  which  the  fnow  of  the  moun- 
tain refiedted  on  by  the  fetting  fun  afTumes. 
But  I   have  difcovered  this  vafl  land- mark 
with    the    circumftance    above  mentioned, 
from  Mount  Afric  behind  Dijon,  at  a  dif- 
tance  that,  taken  in  a  direfl:  line,  cannot 
belefs  than  an  hundred  Englifh  miles.     The 
ground  on  which  the  city  (lands  was  pro- 
bably, from  the  advantage  of  its  fituation, 
inhabited  at  as  early  a   period   as  any    of 
thefe     parts     of    Europe.      After   it    had 
been  taken  from  the  Allobroges  by  Julius 

B  2  C^far^ 
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Csfar,  he  fortified  and  made  ic  extrerrfely 
ferviceable  to  him  in  the  reduflion  of  the 
Heivetii,    or   ancient  Swifs.     It   was    then 
called  Geneva,  which  the  middle  ages  cor- 
rupted into  Gehenna.     At  the  general  par- 
tage  of  the  empire,  it  fell  to  the  Eurgun- 
dians,    and   they   were   fucceeded   by     the 
Franks.     Charlemagne,  who  might  be  faid 
to  imitate  the  example  of  Cacfar  in  healing 
the  wounds  of  conquefl:  by  civilizing  the 
people  he  had  fubdued,  bellowed  on  it  coa- 
fiderable   immunities,    when   he    aflembled 
his   army   here  for  his  famous  expedition 
againft  Didier  king  of  the  Lombards;  After 
his  death  it  made  part  of  the  new  kingdom 
of  Burgundy ;  was  again  united  to  the  Ger- 
man empire  under  Conrad  the  fecond ;  and 
then  governed  jointly  by  its  own  bifhops 
and  counts,  who,  taking  advantage  of  the 
diftradions  in  the  empire,  and  their  diftanee 
from  the  feat  of  government,  threw  off  all 
dependance  on  their  liege  fovereign.     The 
jealoufy     and    oppofite    interefl    of    thefe 
rulers    proved   favourable   to   the  citizens, 
who  wifely  made    the  concefTion  of  new 

privileges. 
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privileges,  the  price  of  their  fupport,  to 
either  the  one  or  the  other  party;  but  a 
third  power,  much  more  dangerous  to  their 
liberties,  arofe  in  the  Counts  of  Savoy,  who 
claimed  the  exclufive  fovereignty  of  Geneva 
sand  its  di  ft  rid  5  but  the  people,  aware  of 
the  defpotifm  that  thefe  new  pretenders 
cxercifed  over  their  ov/n  fubjeds,  rejecled 
their  demand,  and  acknowledged  their  pre- 
late as  their  only  rul^r. 

To  enter  into  the  particulars  of  their 
hiftory  is  by  no  means  my  intention.  J  (hall 
therefore  pafs  over  in  filence  their  various 
quarrels  with  their  bifliops  :  their  civil 
troubles  :  their  alliance  with  the  cantons  of 
Berne  and  Freyburg  :  with  the  various  prc- 
tenfions  of  the  dukes  of  Savoy,  and  the 
confequent  wars.  Their  fovereigns  had 
been  won  over  to  the  intereft  of  thefc 
princes,  and  had  therefore  fo  far  excited 
their  contempt,  as  to  produce  in  them  a 
refolution  of  renouncing  their  authority,  as 
the  bifhops  had  done  that  of  the  emperor. 
When  inclination  and  power  are  united,  a 
pretence  for  rebellion  is  feldom  wanted,  but' 

B  3  in 
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in  the  inftance  before  us,  the  bed  that  could 
be  for  3  people  who  were  defirous  of  de-^ 
pofing  an  ecclefiaftical  ruler,  prcfented  itfelf 
in  the  new  dodtrineof  reformers.    This  was 
firft  introduced  by  William  Farel,  in  con- 
cert with  one  Froment,  a  young  Frenchman, 
to  whom  were  aflbciated  Lambert  and  Bouf- 
quet,  two  monks;  but  it  required  a  more 
daring  fpirit,  and  greater  abilities,  to  efFec«» 
tuate  a  work  of  this  magnitude,  and  they 
were  foon  found  in   the  celebrated   John 
Calvin,    who    happened  to   arrive  here  in 
1536.     The  fame  of  this  man,  whofe  moral 
virtues  are  deeply  iliaded   by  extreme  pride 
and  intolerance,  had  reached  Geneva  before 
him.     He  was  recommended   by  Farel  a^ 
the   mod  proper  perfon  to  complete   what 
they  had  begun,  and  being  intreated  by  the 
citizens,  undertook  to  form  a  body  of  eccle- 
fiafticai  fervice  and  difcipline  ;    but  in  the 
mean  time,  thofe  who  adhered  to  the  church 
of  Rome,    and   others    that  were  offended 
with  the  feverity  of  his  precepts,  created  a, 
party,  and  procured  his  banilhment.    How- 
ever,   the  new  fcclaries,  finding  it  impof- 

fible 
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Cble  to  overcome  the  many  difficulties  that 
flirroundcd  them,  without   the   aid  of   his 
abilities,  recalled,  and /not  only  employed 
him  m  the  reform  of  religion,  but  confuited 
hirti  on  the  manner  of  eftablifhing  a  fyfteni 
of  civil  government  at  Geneva,  where  his 
opinions   on  all   fubjedls   were  ever   after- 
wards adopted  as  the  flandard  of  orthodoxy. 
In  little  more  than  half  a  century  from  the 
introdcidlion  of  the  reformation,  their  reli- 
gion and  liberties  were  in  the  moft  imfni^ 
nent  danger  of  being  crufhed  by  an  attempt 
on  the  city,   which  from  the  manner  of 
making  it,  was  called  VEJcalade,     In  the 
winter  of    1602,  Charles  Emanuel,  fon  of 
Philibert   duke  of  Savoy,  though  ac  peace 
with   the    republic,     afTcmbled    a   body   of 
troops  in  the    neighbourhood,    and    deter- 
mined at  midnight  on  attempting  the  city 
by  furprize,  as  there  was  no  fufpicion  of  fo 
bafe  an  aftion  (but  what  fpecies  of  treach- 
ery has  not  been  ufed  by  princes  to  increafe 
their   power   ?)   they  approached  the  wails 
unperceived,    and    having   filently    planted 
their  ladders,    about  an   hundred  of  them 

B  4  mounted 


§  TRAVELS. 

mounted  one  of  the  baftions,  and  were  oi| 
the  point  of  entering  the  city,  when  they  were 
fortunately  difcovered  by  the  inhabitants, 
a  few  of  whonn  rufhed  out  to  oppofe  them, 
and,  like  the  followers  of  Manlius  on  the 
Tarpeian  rock,  foon  cleared  the  rannpart  of 
the  invaders.  The  anniverfary  of  this  for- 
tunate efcape  has,  till  the  lad  revolution, 
been  kept  facred  at  Geneva,  and  celebrated 
with  every  mark  of  joy ;  but,  /ince  that 
time,  the  magiftrates,  fearful  of  offending^ 
fo  powerful  a  neighbour  as  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  have  difcontinued  the  feftiva?. 
From  this  epoch  may  be  dated  their  inter- 
nal commotions,  which  ended  in  the  fub- 
verfion  of  their  liberties,  and  the  edablifli- 
ment  of  the  prefent  abfolute  ariflocracy. 
The  mod  remarkable  of  thefe  infurreflion^ 
were  in  this  century,  particularly  in  the 
years  7,  30,  37,  62,  70,  and  3i;  fo  that 
the  hiftory  of  the  republic,  during  thi$ 
period,  is  little  more  than  a  recital  of  in- 
croachments  on  the  one  fide,  and  of  popular 
difturbances  on  the  other.  The  legiflative 
power  and  eleflion  of  the  chief  magiftrates 

belonged 
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belonged  to  the  general   aflembiy  of  the 
burghers  j  and  the  executive  government  to 
the   councils.     The  former,    tenacious   of 
their  own  authority,  and  diftruflful  of  thofe 
who  were  the  more  immediately  concerned 
in  the  public  adminiilration,  watched  with 
fufpicion,    and    examined    with    prejudice 
their  every  a6tion  ;   whilft  among  them  were 
many,  who  by  nature  turbulent  and  fa<5lious, 
reprefented  the  whole  condu6t  of  the  arifto- 
cracy  as  tending  to  undermine  and  to  fubvert 
the  conftitution.     On  the  x)ther  hand,  the 
magiftrates,  impatientof  continual  oppofi  tion 
from  the  burghers,  and  defirous  (if  we  may 
conje£lure  from  univerfal  example)  to  ren- 
der themfelves   abfolute,  gave  juft  grounds 
pf  fufpicion,    by  aaing  with  fecrecy,    and 
declaiming  againft  all  popular  enquiry  as 
rebellious.     Such  were   the  motives  of  dif- 
turbance,  or  I  fhould  rather  fay,  fuch  was 
the  direfl  confequence  of  a  republican   go- 
vernment, in  which  the  power  of  the  ftate 
\s  equally  divided  between    the  patricians 
and  popular  alTembly.  Thefe  contefts,  which 
were  frequently  fo  violent,  as  to  require  the 

intervention 
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intervention  of  their  Swifs  allies,  generally 
ended  in  favour  of  the  people,  till  the  year 
8 1,  which,  proved  fatal  to  the  liberties  they 
had  ever   been  fo  jealous  of  maintaining. 
Some  members  of  the  great  council,  who 
were  friends  of  the  conftitution  as  then  fet- 
tled,   finding   it   was  the  intention   of  the 
chief  families  to  acquire  abfolute  authority 
by  various  incroachments  on   the  rights  of 
the   people,    boldly   oppofed    their  defign, 
and  would  have  fucceeded   in  the  caufe  of 
freedom,  had  not  the  weaker  party,  afTured 
of  fupport  from  the  French  minifter  M.  de 
Vergennes,  called  in  the  aflidanceof  France, 
which  marched  a  large  body  of  troops  to 
befiege  the  ci:y.     This  giving  alarm  to  the 
bordering  dates   of  Berne  and   Savoy,  they 
alfo  fent  their  forces  to  the  fame  place,  {q 
that  Geneva  faw  itfelf  betrayed  by  its  own 
magiftrates  :    befieged    by    three   powerful 
nations  :    and   reduced  to   accept  of   their 
mediation,    partial    and   influenced   by  the 
fuperior  power  of  France,  which  eftablifhed 
the    prefenc    defpotic   government    on    the 
ruins   of  the   democracy.     The  leaders  of 

the 
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the  oppofition  were  banlfhcd  for  life,  and 
many  of  the  citizens  entered  into  voluntary 
exile. 

After  this  triumph  of  the  ariftocracy, 
they  found  it  neceflary  to  fupport  their 
authority  by  foreign  troops,  who  rule  the 
inhabitants  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  are, 
I  am  fatisfied,  more  infolent,  more  rapa- 
cious, and  more  opprefTive  than  ever  were 
the  thirty  tyrants  of  Athens  -,  but  from  the 
general  tone  of  converfatioo,  I  believe  the 
citizens  will  again  affert  their  former  privi- 
leges, whenever  a  proper  opportunity  fliall 
prefent  itfelf, — and  may  fortune  crown  the 
patriotic  enterprize  with  fuccefs. 

Before  this  change  the  government  of 
Geneva  was  democratic,  inafmuch  as  the 
fovereign  poy^er  redded  in  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  burghers  5.  in  which  was  vefted 
the  privilege  of  enadling  laws :  eftablifhing 
impofts  :  ratifying  treaties  of  peace  and 
alliance  :  together  with  declarations  of  war, 
alienations,  or  acquifuions  of  (late  domains : 

and 
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and  finally  of  eleaing  the  principal  ma* 
giftrates,  fuch  as  t^  four  fyndics,  lieute- 
nant,  auditors,  treafurer,  and  attorney  gene- 
ral. The  executive  power  and  public  ad- 
miniflracion  were  intruded  to  three  colleges 
or  councils ;  one  of  twenty-five,  called  the 
fenate,  another  of  fixty,  and  a  third  or  great 
council  of  two  hundred,  with  which  both 
the  former  were  incorporated.  The  fenate 
ad:ed  as  fupreme  in  all  political,  cecono- 
mical,  and  criminal  rnatters  5  every  vacancy 
m  this  aflembly  was  filled  up  by  the  two 
hundred  ;  and  the  members  could  be  elefte4 
only  from  that  body. 

The  council  of  ilxty,  of  which  the  fenate 
made  a  part,  feldom  aflembled,  as  they 
tranfaded  no  other  than  foreign  bufmefs. 

The  two  hundred,  originally  of  that  num^ 
ber,  but  afterwards  increafed  to  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  five,  and  again  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty,  judged  in  dernier  refort 
all  matters  of  tlie  inferior  police,  as  well 
as  all  civil  caufes  of  importance.     It  had  the 

power 
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power  of  pardoning  criminals,  or  of  exte- 
nuating the  feverity  of  the  law  pronounced 
by  the  twenty  five.     The  fenate  filled  up 
annually  the  places  of    deceafed  mennbers 
in    the    council    of    fixty,    and    half    the 
vacancies  of  the  two  hundred  when  they 
amounted   to   fifty,    the   other   half   being 
referved  for  the  nomination  of  the  burgher. 
The  four  fyndics  at  the  head  of  the  repub- 
lic held  their  office  for  one  year,  and  could 
not,  according  to  the  conftitution,  be  re- 
chofcn    before    the    expiration    of    three. 
Their  precedency  depended  on  their  feni- 
ority  in  the  fenate  j  the  firft  prefided  in  all 
the  councils :  the  fecond  was  commandant 
of  the  city:  the  third   chairman  of  the  af- 
fembly  of  finance  :  and  the  fourth  diredor 
of  the  public  hofpitals,    the  chambers  of 
juftice,  police,  &c.     Every  year  the  coun- 
cils propofed  to  the  burghers  eight  fenators 
for  their  fyndics,  and  the  general   council 
had  the  right  of  rejeding  the  whole  number, 
or  part  of  it,  by  voting  for  a  new  eledion. 
On  this  refted  the  chief  power  of  the  de- 
mocracy.   The  lieutenant,  who  ranked  after 

the 
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the  fyndics,  was  choftn  annually  from  thofe 
•who  had  ferved  that  office  :  he  prefided  at 
a  tribunal  of  the  police,  and  high  court  of 
juftice  in  the  firfl  inftance  j  was  affifted  by 
fix  auditors  taken  from  the  two  hundred, 
who  remained  in  place  three  years,  and  with 
him  formed  a  court  for  the  firfl  examination 
of  all  criminal  matters. 

The  treafurer  was  eledl^d  from  the  body 
of  the  fenate,  and  held  his  office  for  three 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  v/hich  he  mighc 
have  been  rechofen  for  the  fame  period. 

The  important  office  of  attorney  general 
was  inflituted  in  1534.  The  perfon  who 
filled  it  was  taken  from  the  council  of  two 
hundred.  His  charge,  like  that  of  the  trea- 
furer, was  for  three  years,  and  like  it  alfa 
could  be  renewed  at  the  end  of  that  time. 
His  bufinefs  was  to  profecute  and  plead^or 
the  ilate  in  all  criminal  proceedings  and  for- 
feitures :  to  watch  over  the  public  intereft  : 
to  guard  the  conftitutional  rights  of  the 
people:  to  enforce  a  general  obfervanceof  the 

laws  z 
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laws  :  and  to  protedl  and  govern  the  wards 
under  his  charge.  In  regard  to  the  inferior 
oiHces,  I  (hall  only  obferve  to  you,  that 
what  in  monarchies  are  confined  to  in- 
dividuals, in  republics  are  generally  car- 
ried on  by  councils  or  chambers  of  feveral 
members. 

1  muft  not  omit  the  public  magazine  of 
corn,  in  which,  th€  fuperintendant  officers 
are  obliged  to  keep  a  large  provifion  for 
fupplying  the  city,  and  preventing  mono- 
poly. They  difpofe  of  it  to  the  bakers, 
who  are  obliged  to  furnifh  the  inhabitants 
with  bread  at  a  fixed  price ;  but  fo  many 
abufes  have  crept  into  this  department,  as 
to  render  it  almoft  ufelefs  ; — the  citizens 
finding  they  are  able  to  procure  their  wheat 
in  France  and  SwifTerland,  on  more  reafon- 
able  terms  than  from  their  own  government. 
I  am  informed  thefe  eflablifhments  are  kept 
up  on  a  more  equitable  plan  in  the  Swifs 
cantons.  Might  not  fomething  of  a  fimilar 
kind  be  adopted  for  charitable  purpofes  in 
the  country  towns  of  England  ? 
,  feefore 
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Before  the  two  laft  difturbances  in  thc^ 
years  70  and  81,  the  commerce  of  Geneva 
was  very  flourifhing,  particularly  in  books, 
plate,  jewelry,  leather,  and  watch-making  j 
in  the  lad  of  thefe  trades  were  eight  hun- 
dred mailers,  who  employed  one  third  of 
the  inhabitants,  for  men  and  women  work 
equally  at  this  bufinefs.  But  the  mofl  lu- 
crative profeflTion  is  that  of  banking;  from 
the  advantageous  fituation  of  the  place, 
which  is,  as  it  w;ere,  the  center  of  fo  many 
different  countries.  The  annual  revenue 
of  the  republic  was  then  computed  as 
20,833!.  which  arofe  from  (late  lands,  fee 
farms,  tithes,  and  alienation  fines,  taxes 
on  induftry,  cuftoms,  duties,  and  tolls 
on  whatever  merchandife  pafTed  through 
the  territory  of  Geneva.  After  the  de- 
duftion  of  ftate  expences,  little  remained 
for  contingencies,  or  extraordinary  calls. 
The  penfions  annexed  to  public  places  fwal- 
lowed  up  more  than  one  fourth  of  the  re- 
venue ;  the  annual  expence  of  the  garrifon 
amounted  to  4200I.  Thefe,  and  the  repair 
of  public  buildings  5  of  roads  j  of  fortifi- 
cations i 
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cations ;  various  fums  for  the  police ;  and 
many  fmailcr  charges,  amounted  to  the  nett 


product  of  the  whole. 


In  addition  to  this  might  be  mentioned 
the  public  hbfpital,  the  expcnce  of  which 
is  annually  between  three  and  four  thoufand 
pounds  5  but  as  the  revenue  allotted  to  it 
is  inadequate,  the  deficit  is  fupplied  by 
annual  colledions,  legacies,  private  dona- 
tions, and  eleemofynary  contributions  in 
churches. 

» 

Foreigners  are  generally  (hewn   the  uni* 

terfity,  which  is  well   endowed   with  pro- 

fefforfhips  i    and    the    public     library,     in 

which  I  faw  a  large  c-olle£tion  of  books  and 

manufcripts.     The  former  was  founded  in 

1368  by  the  Emperor  Charles  the  fourth. 

In  looking  over  the  library,  I  took  occafion 

to  enquire  for  De  Lolme's  Hiftory  of  the  Bri* 

ti(h  Conftitution  i  but  to  my  aftonifhment 

was  anfwered,  they  had  it  not.    On  hearing 

it,  I  could  not  but  obferve  to  the  gentleman 

who  conduced  me,  that  a  prophet  was  not 

^    Vol,  L  C  without 
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without  honour,  Jave  in  his  own  country  ;  and  \n^ 
deed  he  Teemed  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion. 

It  is  a  very  general  and  a  very  juft  ob- 
fcrvation,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Geneva 
are  remarkably  well  informed,  which  is  in 
€onfequcnce  of  the  care  taken  of  their  edu- 
cation, and  their  frequent  intercourfe  with 
foreigners.  I  found  many  of  the  fecond 
order  of  citizens,  who  had  been  in  London, 
and  were  intimately  acquainted  with  our 
cuftoms  and  conflitution.  For  the  purpofe 
of  feeing  the  real  genius  of  the  people,  I 
have  frequently  vifited  the  cofFee-houfes  of 
the  mechanics,  and  there  heard  converfa- 
tions  both  moral  and  political,  that  have 
furprizcd  and  pleafed  me  beyond  meafure. 
They  feem  to  pique  themfelves  very  much 
on  fpeaking  with  propriety,  and  I  <:ould 
not  but  obferve,  that  in  thefe  converfations 
they  exerted  themfelves  the  more  when 
an  Englilhman  was  prefentj  to  whom  they 
would  tacitly  appeal  on  the  jullice  of  their 
argument,  by  a  look  that  fufficiently  indi* 
cated  their  meaning,     I   know  no  peopk 

oil 
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bn  the  continent  fo  ingenious,  particularly 
as  draughtrmen ;  indeed,  this  is  in  great 
meafure  the  efFed  of  a  public  drawing- 
fchool,  in  which  fixty  or  feventy  fcholars 
are  continually  inftrudted,  and  rewarded 
with  different  medals,  according  to  their 
degrees  of  merit.  Having  faid  fo  much 
of  the  Male  inhabitants,  you  would  fup- 
pofe  me  to  have  aflumed  the  cowl  of  St. 
Francis,  if  I  were  not  to  mention  the  other 
fex,  particularly  when  fo  interefling  as  the 
Females  of  Geneva.  The  Bourgeoifcs  are 
the  prettied  women  I  know  of  their  con- 
dition, and  their  drefs  is  peculiarly  elegant 
and  fimple.  Lad  Sunday  evening  we  walked 
out  to  admire  the  fcenery  of  the  lake,  but  were 
met  by  fo  many  charming  faces,  that  I  am 
fure  we  faw  as  little  of  the  profpecfl,  as  if 
we  had  remained  in  our  apartments  at  the ' 
inn. 

They  eflimate  the  population  of  the  city 
at  22,100  fouls.     Adieu. 

In  a  few  days  we  fhall  begin  our  tour  of 
the  cantons, 

G  2  LETTER 
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Prienre  in  the  Vale  of  Chamouni^/ 
July  26,  1787. 

r^N  Monday  the  23d  we  left  Geneva,  with 
a  determined  refolucion  of  overcoming 
all  difficulties  on  the  road,  and  I  believe 
that  never  were  two  men  better  qualified 
for  a  Swifs  tour.  We  expedled  our  amiable 
friend  Weftern  to  join  us,  but  were  difap- 
pointed.  Having  entered  the  territories  of 
his  Sardinian  majefty,  we  foon  came  to  the 
little  town  of  Bonneville,  built  at  the  foot 
of  a  mountain  called  the  Mole,  which  from 
its  height,  and  fine  Hoping  peak^  is  an  ob- 
je6t  of  great  beauty  when  {ccn  from  the 
lake  of  Geneva.  Our  road  continued  up 
a  deep  valley,  through  which  the  polluted 
Arve  runs  with  great  rapidity,  and  empties 
itfclf  into  the  Rhone.  The  exact"  refem- 
blance  of  the  oppofite  rocks,  on  the  one 
fide  concave,  on  the  ochcr  convex  5  their 
cm-refpondent  qualities,  equal  height,  and 
little  diftance  between  them,  convince  me, 

that 
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that  this  valley  was  formed  by  fome  great 
convulfion  of  nature.  We  flopped  a  lliort 
time  on  the  road  to  admire  two  noble  water- 
fails  that  rufhed  over  a  mountain,  and 
formed  two  large  ftreams  below.  They 
appeared  to  the  greateft  advantage  from  the 
heavy  rains  that  had  lately  fallen.  Soon 
after  we  crofled  the  Arve,  and  arrived  at 
Salenche,  a  place  that  has  given  me  a  moo: 
unfavourable  idea  of  the  Savoy  towns.  Our 
inn,  though  bad,  is  the  bed  habitation  ia 
it',  the  other  houfes  prefent  an  appearance 
miferable  in  the  extreme,  and  the  ftrects 
are  fo  dirty,  that  it  was  impofiible  to  walk 
out.  However,  the  accommodations  were 
better  than  we  expelled,  and  fortunately 
for  us,  as  the  continued  rain  which  fell  the 
next  day,  prevented  our  departure.  Oa 
leaving  Salenche,  we  continued  our  rout  up 
the  fame  valley  on  the  banks  of  the  Arve, 
and  under  Mount  Varens.  Having  travelled 
about  five  miles,  we  left  our  horfes,  and 
were  conduced  by  our  guide  to  the  water- 
fall of  Cheyde,  at  a  little  diftance  from*the 
foad  J  v/e  flood  on  the  fide  of  a  deep  woody 

C  3  dingle. 
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dingle,  oppofite  to  a  lofty  rock  overgrown 
with  wild  (hrubs,  from  which,  about  twenty 
feet  below  the  brow,  rufhes  a  large  body 
of  water,  daOiing  down  a  confiderable  height 
in  an  irregular  dire£lion,  the  fpar  of  which, 
produced  by  the  breaking  of  the  current 
againfl:  the  projeding  parts  of  the  rock, 
extends  itfelf  in  a  thick  n^iift  to  the  diftance 
of  forty  or  fifty  yards  ;  and  we,  being  for- 
tunately there  whilft  the  fun's  rays  were 
ftrongly  reflected  on  it,  beheld  a  mod  beau- 
tiful rainbow  with  all  its  variety  and  happy 
mixture  of  colours.  On  leaving  this  charnn- 
ing  fpot,  we  rode  along  the  mountain  d*En- 
terne,  which  was  confiderably  higher  than 
it  now  is.  In  175 1  clouds  of  thick  fmoke 
iflfued  out  of  it  for  fix  weeks  fuccefiively, 
when  all  the  upper  part  gave  way  with  a 
mofi:  tremendous  crafli,  and  covered  the 
fides  and  bottom  with  its  ruins.  Under  it 
is  the  little  hamlet  of  Cerve,  in  which  a 
cpmpany  of  French  miners  is  eftablifhed 
near  fome  copper  and  lead  mines  of  great 
value.  Thefe  gentlemen  permitted  us  to 
e;|tamine  different  pieces  of  the  ore,  whicl^ 
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atifwered  the  defcription  we  had  heard  of 
it.  They  aHb  (hewed  us  a  very  large  model 
of  the  neigbouring  country  finely  fini(hed. 
This  ftiould  be  Teen  by  all  travellers  who 
vifit  the  Alps  of  Savoy,  as  they  are  more 
naturally  reprefented  than  they  pofTibly  can 
be  on  a  chart.  The  mountains  of  this 
country  abound  in  Chamois,  a  quadruped 
of  the  goat  fpecies,  and  very  fimilar  to  that 
animal,  but  rounder  in  the  head,  and  much 
lower  in  the  fhoulder  than  the  hinder  part. 
We  faw  two  of  them  at  Cerve  quite  tame. 
The  further  we  proceeded,  the  worfe  we 
found  the  road,  which  had  been  fo  broken 
up  by  the  late  rains,  as  to  be  almoft  im- 
paffable.  However,  we  entered  the  vale 
of  Chamounie,  and  arrived  at  a  comfort- 
able little  inn,  kept  by  one  Taire,  whom 
I  have  found  to  be  an  honeft  and  an  atten- 
tive landlord. 

Before  I  fay  any  thing  of  our  prefent  fitu- 
ation,  I  muft  intreat  you  to  affifl  the  po- 
verty of  my  defcription,  by  giving  your 
fancy  the  moft  ample  range.     This  atten- 

C  4  tion. 
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tion,  I  think,  due  to  every  writer  of  Travels, 
from  thofe  who  read  him,  as  without  it  the 
moft  lively  imagery  would  be  flat  and  un« 
interefting.  Conceive  then  this  little  vil- 
lage in  a  deep  valley,  fronted  by  the  mofl 
vait,  moft  fublime,  and  moft  beautiful 
objeds  of  favage  nature.  When  looking 
up  in  an  almoft  perpendicular  direction,  I 
beheld  a  chain  of  rocks  higher  than  I  could, 
poflibly  have  conceived  from  defcription, 
which,  as  their  cragged  and  fpiry  fides  ter- 
minate in  acute  points,  are  called  Les  Aigu- 
illes, or  Needles.  Amidft,  but  far  above 
thefe,  is  Mont  Blanc,  the  higheft  mountain 
of  the  old  world,  and  covered  with  eter- 
nal ice  or  frozen  fnow.  Its  perpendicular 
height,  as  taken  from  the  level  of  the  Me- 
diterranean, meafures  little  fhort  of  three 
miles,  that  is,  15,663  feet.  It  was  firft 
afcended  in  1786  by  Monfieur  Paccard,  a. 
phyfician  of  Prieure,  and  this  year  three 
guides,  after  much  labour  and  difiiculty, 
effefled  the  fame  dangerous  enterprize. 
They  lay  the  firft  night  on  the  ice,  where,^ 
though   prepared  with  warm  covering,    it 

was 
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w^s  with  extreme -difficulty  they  withftood 
the  cold  ;  proceeding,  however,  the  next 
morning,  they  gained  the  top,  after  a  jour- 
ney of  twenty- one  hours.  The  profeffors 
Bourrit  and  Saufleur,  of  Geneva,  are  novsr 
here  waiting  for  a  favourable  opportunity 
to  afcend,  and,  I  think,  I  never  longed  fo 
much,  as  to  be  of  their  party;  but  our 
time  will  not  admit  of  it. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival,  having 
hired  a  guide  and  mules,  we  crofTed  the 
vale  of  Chamounie,  and  afcended  through 
groves  of  immenfe  fir  trees  by  a  rugged 
path,  a  hill,  much  fleeper  than  any  of  our 
mountains  in  Brecknockfhire.  I  was  fur- 
prized  to  find  the  animals  we  rode  fo  furc 
footed,  as  not  to  make  one  falfe  ftep.  When 
they  had  carried  us  more  than  half  way  up 
the  mountain,  we  alighted,  as  it  was  im- 
pofiible  for  them  to  proceed  any  higher; 
and,  after  great  fatigue,  arrived  at  a  little 
wooden  hovel,  which  the  Englifh  travellers, 
who  have  vlfited  thefe  icy  regions,  have 
dignified    with   the    appellation   of  Blair's 

Cailie ; 
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Caftle;  probably  in  honour  of  the  gentle- 
man who  built  it,  I  here  found  the  nannes 
of  many  of  my  friends  carved  on  the  caftle 
walls,  particularly  thofe  of  lord  Breadal- 
bane,  and  his  brother  Mr.  Campbell.  This 
hill  is  named  Mont  Anvert,  and  afcended 
for  the  purpofe  of  feeing  to  advantage  what 
is  called  La  Mer  de  Glace,  or  Sea  of  Icei 
which  is  direflly  below  it.  From  this  place 
I  beheld  above  us,  at  an  immenfe  height, 
the  Aiguille  de  Charmeaux,  which  I  thought, 
from  its  very  fuperior  elevation,  would  com- 
mand a  much  fuller  profpefl  of  the  objeft 
of  our  curiofity  than  Blair's  Caftle.  I  there- 
fore quitted  my  company,  and  after  an 
hour  and  a  half's  walking,  climbing,  and 
creeping  along  a  ridge  of  fharp  rocks,  ar- 
rived under  the  fecond  point  of  this  Aiguille 
de  Charmeaux,  which,  I  believe,  no  mortal 
ever  touched  before.  Indeed  1  muft  ac- 
knovvledge,  now  the  danger  is  over,  it  was 
extremely  young  in  me  to  have  attempted 
it.  From  this  pinnacle  I  looked  down  on 
one  fide  over  the  vale  of  Chamounie,  and 
on  the  other  over  the  Sea  of  Ice,  which  I 

V  perceived 
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perceived  communicated  with  Mont  Blanc 
by  two  broad  channels,  and  then  left  ir, 
but  not  without  extreme  difficulty.  Having 
rejoined  my  companions,  we  defcended  and 
walked  half  way  acrofs  this  Mer  de  Glace 
■with  the  affiftance  of  our  guide,  who  had 
provided  long  poles  with  fpikes  in  the  end 
to  prevent  our  falling.  It  is  almoft  im- 
pofTible  to  give  a  perfon,  who  has  never 
/een  this  extraordinary  production  of  na- 
ture, an  adequate  idea  of  it.  However,  to 
make  the  attempt,  I  mufl  defire  you  to 
fuppofe  a  deep  valley  full  of  ice,  little  lefs 
than  a  mile  in  breadth,  that  winds  down 
from  Mont  Blanc  into  the  vale  of  Cha- 
mounie,  the  furface  of  which  you  may 
conceive,  by  fuppofing  the  feas  round  the 
northern  pole  frozen  into  a  folid  mafs,  when 
railed  into  immenfe  waves  by  a  temped. 
Now  I  recolledi,  the  following  lines  in 
Thompfon's  Seafons  are  very  defcriptive  of 
ips  appearance. 

Ocean  itfelf  no  longer  can  refift 
The  binding  fury  ;  but  in  all  its  rage 
Of  tempeft  taken  by  the  boundiefs  frofl, 

Is 
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Is  many  a  fathom  to  the  bottom  chain'd, 
And  bid  to  roar  no  more  ;  a  bleak  expanfe 
Shagg'd  o'er  with  wavy  rocks,  chearlefs. 

We  had  the  curiofity  to  look  down  many 
of  thefe  vaft  chafnrjs,  where  the  ice  had 
opened  as  deep  as  forty  or  fifty  feet,  buc 
they  were  inconfiderable  when  compared  to 
others,  as  our  guide,  who  is  an  admirable 
pilot  in  thefe  frozen  trails,  aflured  us,  that 
in  many  parts  of  them  they  meafured  frona 
two  to  three  hundred.  It  is  thought  im- 
poflible  to  form  any  right  conjeflure  of 
the  caufe  of  this  phenomenon,  as  its  pre- 
fcnt  appearance  leads  but  little  to  an  in- 
veftigation  of  it.  One  circumflance,  how- 
ever, might  perhaps  afford  a  clue,  and  that 
is,  its  being  known  to  increafe  and  decreafe 
by  the  immenfe  mounds  of  earth  that  are 
forced  up  in  its  fwell.  Whenever  any  of 
the  proje(5ling  parts  give  way,  and  fall  in, 
the  noife  is  inferior  only  to  that  of  thunder. 
We  were  fo  full  of  admiration  at  this  grand 
and  horrid  objedl,  as  to  continue  on  it  al- 
moft  an  hour ;  after  which,  we  were  obliged 
to  reclimb  the  Mont  Anvert  for  the  purpofc 

of 
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o(  defcending  to  the  place  where  this  fea 
of  ice  terminates  in  the  valley  below.  We 
here  found  an  arch  feventy  feet  high,  equally 
wide,  and  I  fhould  fuppofe  not  lefs  than 
thirty  deep,  out  of  which  ruflies  a  rapid 
ftream  called  the  Arveron.  We  got  to  feme 
rocks  in  the  channel  that  (land  before  the 
center  of  it,  from  which  we  gazed  with 
delight  and  wonder  on  this  beautiful  grotto 
of  clear  and  folid  ice.  However,  as  there 
was  danger  from  the  falling  in  of  its  parts, 
we  thought  it  prudent  to  quit  our  fituation, 
and  return  to  Prieure,  where  we  arrived 
much  tired,  but  not  more  tired  than  pleafed 
with  all  the  wonders  of  the  fcene. 


Gheftinen,  July  30th; 

W  E  quitted  the  vale  of  Chamounie, 
having  afcended,  at  its  fouthern  extremity, 
the  Col  de  Balme,  a  deep  hill,  from  the 
top  of  which  we  took  leave  of  Mont  Blanc, 
the  Glaciers,  and  Needles,  whofe  points  we 
had  fo  frequently  feen  above  the  clouds. 
On  the  other  fide  we  enjoyed  a  mod  noble 

profpe(5l:. 
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profpedl.     The  depth  and  windings  of  the 
vale   below  5    the    furroundina:    mountains, 
and  their  hanging  woods  of  aged  pine,  made 
the  view  moft  folemn    and  majeflic.     After 
a  long  walk  up  the  Col  de  Balme  (for  w^e 
gave  our  mules  but  little   trouble)   Pocock 
difcovered  two  boys,   who  were  employed 
in  milking  a  herd  of  goats.     We  immedi- 
ately  approached   them,   and  almoft  drank 
a  pail  full  of  exquifite  milk,    with   which 
we  were  fo  pleafcd,  that  we  paid  them  ten 
times  more    than   its  real   value.     At    the 
bottom  of   this  deep  defcent   we  had    to 
mount  another  hill,  called  La  Fourcle,  from 
which  we  gazed  with  the   moffc  favourable 
anticipation  on  the  Vallais,  Roufleau's  ter- 
reftrial   paradife.     At  the   beginning  of  it* 
is  the  little  town  of  f  Martignie,  or  Mar- 

tifiac, 

-|-  Near  this  place  was  the  winter  ftation  of  Sergius  Galha, 
Csefar's  lieutenant  j  but  I  could  find  no  remains  of  his  en- 
campment. Csefar,  fays  "  Galba,  having  fought  fome 
*»  fuccefsful  battles,  many  of  the  enemy's  caftles  being 
<«  taken,  ambafladors  from  all  parts  being  fent  to  him', 
**  hoftages  given,  and  peace  concluded,  determined  to 
«  ftation  two  cohorts  among  the  Nantuates,  whilfthe  with 
*<  the  others  of  his  own  legion  (hould  winter  in  a  village 
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t'inac,  built  of  wooden  houfes  on  the  banks 
of  the  Drance,  over  which  hang  the  mould- 
ering ruins  of  a  caftle,  the  former  refidence 
of  the  bifhops  of  Sion.  I  climbed  the  ram- 
parts, and  had  an  extenfive  view  of  the 
country  through  which  we  were  to  travel. 
We  retired  early  to  reft  for  the  purpofe  of 
rifing  with  the  fun,  but  were  fo  ftung  and 
peftered  with  venomous  gnats,  as  to  put 
fleep  out  of  the  queftion.  The  next  morn- 
ing I  made  an  cxcurfion  to  fee  the  celebrated 
water-fall  of  the  PifTe  Vache,  about  two 
leagues  from  Martignie.  Though  confider- 
ably  higher  and  larger,  it  did  not  pleafe 
me  fo  much  as  that  of  Cheyde,  on  account 
of  its  naked  fituation,  and  the  ftraight  di- 
reflion  in  which  it  falls.  The  fpar  of  the 
water  extends,  without  being  urged  forward 

"  of  the  Veragri,  called  Oftodunes,  which  being  fituated  ia 
'*  a  narrow  valley,  is  fhut  in  by  lofty  mountains.  As  it 
**  would  be  divided  in  two  parts  by  the  river  Drance,  he 
"  afligned  one  to  the  Gauls,  and  the  other  (being  left  by 
<*  them)  he  appointed  for  the  winter  quarters  of  his  cohorts. 
**  and  fortified  the  place  with  a  rampart  and  trench.'*  Cief. 
Gall.  War,  book  3.  chap.  1. 

This  is  the  exail  fituation  of  Martignie. 

by 
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by  any  great  wind,  above  five  hundred  yardsi 
1  continued  fome  timt  at  this  place,  and 
then  returned  to  Martignie. 

Having  read  fuch  favourable  accounts  of 
the  Vallais,   both  in  the  Nouvelle  Heloife 
of  Roulieau,    and    in   the   publications   of 
modern   travellers,   we  were  impatient  fof 
the  contennplation  of  its  beauties.    The  de- 
fcription  of  RoufTeau  is  the  mofi:  pleafing 
pidure  of  rural  fcenery  I   ever  read.     It 
really  induced  us  to  confider  this  vale  as  a 
fecond  Tempe,  or  even  a  country  to  which 
nature  had  been  fingularly  bountiful.    How 
furprized  will  you  be  when  I  add,  that  our 
innpatience  was   punifbed    by   the  grcateft 
difappointment  imaginable.    I  think  it  moO: 
unpardonable    in   Travellers   implicitly   to 
adopt  the   opinions  of   their   predecefTors, 
and  retail  them   on   the  public.     Of  this 
you  fhall  never  complain  in  my  Letters*, 
for  however  fingular  I  may  appear,  I  am 
determined,  on   thefe  occafions,   to  think 
for  myfelf. 

The 
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,  The  Vallals,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  German 
das  Walliferland,  is  an  independent  repub- 
lic allied  to  the  Swifs,  and  fituated  between 
the  canton  of  Berne  and  the  Alps.  Its  di- 
rection is  caft  to  weft,  extending  from  a 
mountain  called  the  Fourche  or  Fork,  to 
the  glaciers  of  Faucignie.  It  is  reputed  to 
be  one  hundred  and  nine  miles  in  length, 
and  in  its  broadeft  part  forty  eight;  but  I 
believe  this  latter  diftance  confiderably  ex- 
aggerated; It  is  watered  by  the  Rhone, 
which  entering  at  one  end,  pafles  nearly  to 
the  other,  where  it  turns  off,  and  empties 
itfelf  into  the  lake  of  Geneva.  There  are 
two  principal  pafles  that  lead  out  of  it  into 
Italy;  the  firft  by  the  great  St.  Bernard^ 
and  the  fecond  through  Simplon.  A  few 
other  roads  are  known,  but  from  the  dif- 
ficulty and  danger  of  attempting  them  even 
in  the  fummer  months,  they  are  only  tra- 
velled by  fmugglers,  or  huntfmen,  who 
purfue  among  thefe  inhofpitable  rocks  the 
Marmot,  or  wild  Chamois.  The  moft  fre- 
quented of  the  two  pafles  is  that  of  St.  Ber- 
nard, where  there  is  a  convent  of  Auguftin 
Vol.  L  D  friars 
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friars  built  upon  the  mod  elevated  part  of 
the  road,  which  receives  the  traveller  of 
the  Alps,  and  by  affording  a  comfortable 
Ihelterfrom  the  inclemency  of  their  frozen 
regions,  has  preferved  the  lives  of  many. 
Such  a  convent  is  indeed  ufeful,  and,  1  be- 
lieve, would  even  meet  the  approbation  and 
patronage  of  the  emperor,  if  in  his  domi- 
nions. 

'From  Martignie  to  Sion,  the  capital  and 
extremity  of  the  Lower  Vallais,  the  country 
prefented  no  objedt  deferving  of  attention. 
The  land  is  fo   low,  that  we  fuppofed  \t 
marfhy  from  the  frequent  overflowings  of 
the  Rhone,  and  our  fuppofition  was  after- 
wards confirmed  by  the  declaration  of  the 
inhabitants.     However,   we  did  not  com- 
plain, as  we  expefted  to  be  more  fatisfied 
with  that  part  of  the  Vallais  which  lay  be- 
yond it.     This  city   (for  fuch  it  is,  being 
an  epifcopal  fee)  is  built  on  the  banks  of 
the  Rhone,  which,  inftead  of  flowing  in  the 
fame  clear  ftream  as  we  had  left  it  at  Ge- 
neva, is  like  the  Arve  polluted  by  the  melt- 
ing 
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ihg  fnow,  and  the  white  clay  through  which 
k  paflTes.    Of  all  the  miferable  places  I  ever 
had  the  misfortune  to  vifit,  Sion  is  the  moft 
difgufting.     The  houfes  are  meaner   tharl 
the  pooreft  fuburbs  I  had  ever  feen,  and  fo 
infufFerably  dirty,  that  I  really  am  at  a  loft 
to  find  any  thing  by  way  of  fimile  or  com- 
parifon  to  it.     For  the  purpofe  of  diverting 
our  attention  from  objeds  fo  offenfive,  we 
walked  up  a  fteep  hill  to  the  ruins  of  an 
ancient  caftie,  which  was  of  great  extent, 
and  cbnfiderable  ftrength.    When  returned, 
we  found  our  entertainment  at  the  irin  per- 
fedlly  confident  with  the  appearance  of  the 
town  ;  the  fcanty  dinner  they  ferved   being 
fo  dirty,  that  though  pinched  with  hunger, 
it  was  impoffible  to  fatisfy  it ;  as   to  avoid 
difgud,  it  was  neceffary  to  cut  ofF  all  the 
outfide  of  the  food ;  indeed  the  appearance 
of  the  pepple  was  fufficient  to  damp  the 
appetite  of  a  Hottentot.     You  may  be  af- 
fured  we  were  very  happy  when  the  follow- 
ing  morning   appeared,    and   delayed   our 
departure  no  longer  than  the  neceffary  time 
for  putting  on  our  cloaths,  and  paying  the 

D  2  bill  J 
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bill  J    t)ut  with   our  journey   to   Brieg,    a 
wooden  town,  that  for  filth  and  mifejy  is 
no  lefs  rennarkable  than  Sion,   we  had  as 
little  reafon  to  be  content  as  before.     The 
mountains  on  each  fide  of  us,  and  part  of 
the  country    through  which  we   travelled, 
were  covered  with  dark  groves  of  gloonny 
and  ragged  fir,  unmixed  with  any  trees  oC 
a  more  lively  green,   that  might  have  re- 
lieved the  tirefome  and  melancholy  fame- 
nefs  of  their  appearance.    The  land,  though 
in  many  places  fertile,  had  but  little  figa 
of  cultivation.     No  inclofures,   few   herds 
or  flocks,  and  fewer  inhabitants,  who  were 
in  a  condition  to  labour.     From  Brieg  to 
the  place  in  which  1  am  now  writing  (Ober 
Gheftinen)  the  Vallais  is  more  elevated,  and 
lefs  defolate ,  our  road  lay  on  the  banks  of 
the  Rhone,  many  parts  of  which  were  ex- 
tremely dangerous  from  its  narrow  limits, 
and  from  the  precipices  that  hang  over  the 
river.     The  nearer  wc  approached  to  Ghef- 
tinen,   the  more  the  land  appeared   culti- 
vated ;  but  far,  very  far,  from  the  condi- 
tion that  Jean  Jaques  defcribes.     The  ap- 
pearance 
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pcarance  of  the  houfes  is  fingular;  they  are 
built  of  wood,  and  generally  painted  red^ 
The  upper  part  is  the  abode  of  the  fannily, 
and  the  lower  converted  into  (tables  or 
hovels.  This  village  is,  to  our  great  joy9 
fituate  at  the  extrennity  of  the  Vallais,  We 
are  lodged  in  a  private  houfe  (there  being 
no  inn  in  the  place)  where  I  am  forry  to 
find  a  great  fcarcity  of  provifions,  bread 
and  cheefe  excepted.  The  different  climates 
which  authors  remark  in  this  country  arc 
indeed  very  perceptible,  and  confequentlys 
as  the  land  is  rich,  in  fummer  and  autumn 
many  fruits  may  probably  be  found  in  the 
fame  day*s  journey,  which  in  other  countries 
are  only  to  be  had  in  fuccefllon,  or  as  the 
feafons  advance.  This  advantage  (if  it  may 
be  fo  confidered)  is  in  conlequence  of  the 
different  gradations  of  the  fun's  heat,  and 
the  freer  or  more  confined  circulation  of 
air  occafioned  by  the  mountains;  an  ad- 
vantage which  mull  exift  more  or  lefs  in 
all  hilly  countries,  in  proportion  to  their 
fouthern  fituations.  Such  is  the  real  (late 
find  appearance  of  the  Yallais,  though  fo 

D  3  differ^ 
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differently   defcribed  in  the   22^   letter  of 
RoufTeau's   celebrated  novel.     But  what  i$ 
ftill  more  unaccountable,  he  fpeaks  of  the 
inhabitants  in  higher  ternns  of  praife  than 
he  does  of  the  country,  particularly  of  the 
women,  whom  St.  Prieux,  the  hero  of  the 
piece,  raifes  by  comparifon  even  to  his  an- 
gelic Julia,     Inftead   of  thefe  rare  beauties^ 
(for  fuch  is  his  expreflion)  the  eye  is  of- 
fended with  a  dinted  race  of  females,  ill 
formed,    and  worfe  featured  j  whofe  com- 
plexions are  of  a  fettled  fallow,  and  whoft 
fingular  drefs  would  appear  to  no  people 
but  themfelves,  an  embellifhment  of  their 
perfons.     But  there  is  another  impediment 
to  their  beauty  which  is  much  more  ferious^ 
and  this  is,  a  loathfome  difeafe  called  the 
Goitres,  that  affeds  a  confiderable  number 
of  the  inhabitants.     It  is  an  excrefcence  in 
the  neck,  which  though  in  fome  no  larger 
than  an  egg,  in  others  hangs  halfway  down 
their  bodies, — in  appearance  the  mod  un* 
fightly  and  difgufting  that  can  be  imagined* 
Thefe  Goitres  are  preceded  (as  I  had  fre* 
^uent  opportunities   of  perceiving  in  the 

children) 
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children)   by  a  yellow   and  fickly  counte-? 
nance,  deformed  features,  and  a  languor  0€ 
heavinefs  in  their  eyes.    They  bring  on,  for 
the  moft  part,  a  total   privation  of  the  in^ 
telledual  faculties,  which  we  confidered  % 
happy  circumftance  for  thefe  poor  creatures^, 
from  its  rendering  them  infenfiblc  of  their 
fituation;  but  very  different  are  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  Valiaifans  with  regard   to  goi- 
trous appearance,  for,  from  ideas  as  happy 
in  efFea,  as  they  are  abfurd  in  principle, 
they  confider  thefe  people  as  a  blefTing  ia 
their  family,  and  regard  them  with  affection 
as  the  gifts  of  Providence  preferved  by  the 
intervention  of  this  malady,  from  fin  and 
future   punilhment.     They  go  ftill  further, 
and  marry  them  together,  as  they  are  known 
even  in  this  ftate  of  mental  imbecility,  to  be 
prone  to  fenfual  enjoyments ;  though  with- 
out afljftance  they  would   remain   feated  in 
the  fame  place,  until  nature  funk  under  the 
OpprelTion  of  hunger. 

The  caufes  that  are  afTigned  for  this  evU 

are  phyfical  and  moral  j  that  is,  its  origli> 

D  4.  ia 
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is  attributed  to  the  former,  and  its  increafe 
to  the  latter.  We  perceived,  that  the  greater 
number  of  goitrous  perfons  was  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Sion  s  and  there  it  is  that  the 
water,  which  the  people  drink,  is  more  im- 
pregnated with  tufo  flone.  I  was  well 
informed  (being  very  particular  in  my 
enquiries)  that  this  was  the  principal  caufe 
of  the  difeafe,  as  in  the  difledion  of  thefe 
Goitres,  feveral  particles  of  tufo  had  been 
lately  found.  As  another  proof  (though  a 
furer  I  think  cannot  be  adduced  than  the 
former)  it  was  told  me,  that  the  children 
of  goitrous  parents  being  fent  out  of  the 
country,  or  even  to  the  mountains  that 
bound  the  Vallais,  are  quite  free  from  the 
complaint.  It  is  increafed  by  their  inat- 
tention to  cleanlinefs,  and  that  fupine  and 
torpid  ftate  in  which  they  live.  This,  my 
(dear  Sir,  is  the  melancholy  fituation  of  fa 
many  of  the  Vall^ifans,  and  you  will  now 
judge  whether  I  cculd,  with  any  degree  of 
propriety,  join  in  the  panegyric  that  is  b^» 
ftpwcd  upoft  it^ 
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The  republic  of  the  Vajlais  is  compofed 
of  feven  great  commonalties  5  in  French 
called  Dizains,  in  German  Zindhen.  Six 
of  thefe  have  popular  governments,  and 
their  adminiftration  of  juftice  is  committed 
to  twelve  magiftrates,  over  whom  prefides 
a  fuperior  officer.  The  names  of  thefe  com- 
monalties are  Siders,  Leuk,  Vifp,  Raren, 
Brieg  and  Goms.  The  city  of  Sion,  and 
its  diftridV,  make  up  the  feventh  Dizain, 
the  government  of  which  is  ariflocratic, 
and  the  police  adminiftered  by  a  council  of 
twenty-four,  the  prefident  of  which  is  ftiled 
Burgomafter. 

Near  Sion  are  three  caflles,  which  belong 
to  the  fee ;  the  firft,  called  Majoria,  is 
inhabited  by  the  bilhop;  the  fecond,  Valeria, 
by  the  dean  and  fomc  of  the  canons  i  and 
the  third,  Tourbillon,  formerly  ferved  as  a 
retirement  for  the  bifhops.  When  a  vacancy- 
happens  in  the  fee  of  Sion,  the  chief  officer 
pf  the  country  calls  together,  in  the  caftle 
of  Valeria,  the  chapter  and  the  deputies  of 
|he  Dizains  -^  the  canons  propofe  four  can- 
didates. 
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didates,  one  of  whom  is  eleded  by  the 
deputies,  and  confirmed  by  the  general  body. 
This  aflcmbly,  called  Landrath  (of  which 
the  bifliop  is  prefident)  is  generally  con- 
voked in  May  and  December  by  the  chief 
officer  of  the  country,  or  Landfbauptmann, 
for  the  purpofe  of  deliberating  on  the  general 
intereft  of  the  Vallais,  and  determining 
caufes  in  the  dernier  refort.  It  is  by  the 
inftitution  of  this  fupreme  council,  that  the 
different  parts  of  the  republic  are  united 
in  one  political  body  ;  they  are  neverthelefs 
fo  independent  of  each  other,  that  formerly 
one  or  more  Dizains  contra6led  feparate 
alliances,  o^  waged  war  with  the  neighbour- 
ing dates.  The  language  of  the  upper 
valley  is  Swifs-German,  and  of  the  lower 
a  corrupt  French, 

The  firfl:  treaty  of  alliance  entered  into 
by  the  bifhop  and  people  of  the  Vallais, 
was  with  Berne  in  1250.  In  1473  all  the 
Dizains  united  in  a  perpetual  confederacy 
with  the  four  foreft  Cantons,  or  Waldftcett, 
being  aUo  at  that  time  allied  to  Freyburg 

and 
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and  Soleure.  By  thefe  different  leagues  the 
republic  attached  itfelf  to  the  Helvetic 
corps,  as  an  afibciate  of  the  general  con- 
federacy. Its  firfl  alliance  with  France  was 
in  1500.  The  population  of  the  Vallais  ia 
eftimated  at  90,000  fouls,  and  the  military 
confifts  of  18,000  men. 

Since  I  have  written  this  letter,  we  have 
felt  a  fevere  (hock  of  an  earthquake ;  but 
I  am  happy  to  find  it  has  done  no  damag? 
}(i  the  village. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    III. 

Altdorf,  Aug.  I,  1787. 

J  BELIEVE  that  Dr.  Johnfon,  with  all 
his  prejudice,  never  quitted  Scotland  with 

greater  fatisfadlion  than  P and  I  did 

the  republic  of  the  Vallais,  On  leaving 
Gheftinen,  we  began  the  winding  afcent  of 
a  mountain  called  the  Fourche,  or  Furca, 
that  prefented  the  mofl:  rude  and  extrava- 
gant fcenes  of  rocks  and  precipices.  On 
one  fide  we  were  overfhadowed  by  lofty 
woods,  and  on  the  other  looked  down  on 
the  rapid  torrent  of  the  Rhone,  which  car- 
ried with  it  trees  of  immenfe  bulk  that  had 
fallen  into  its  channel.  P — ,  whofe  glance 
no  objedt  that  deferves  attention  can  efcape, 
fhewed  me  a  diftanc  view  of  the  Mont  St» 
Bernard,  and  of  a  nearer  Alp,  whofe  high 
fjmmit  feemed  to  reft  upon  the  clouds. 
About  half  way  up  this  afcent  is  an  open-* 
ing,  where  we  beheld  an  extenfive  glacier  ; 
but  as  we  had  feen  and  examined  the  fea  of 
ice  in  the  vale  of  Chamounie,  this  engaged 

but 
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but  little  of  our  time,    our  atteotion  was 
more  taken  up  in  tracing  the  Rhone  to  its 
fource,  which  is  here  fo  narrow,  that  1  ftept 
over  it  at  the  place  where  it  empties  itfelf 
into  a  foul  current  that  comes  down  from 
the   slacier.     We  went   about    a  hundred 
yards  higher  to  the  *  fountain  head,  which 
we  found  fo   clear  and   fparkling,  that  we 
were  each  of  us  tempted  to  lye  down  and 
drink  of  it.     Then  proceeding,  we  gained 
the  top  of  the  Fourche,    but  not  without 
much  labour,    as  we  walked  all  the  way. 
We  here  entered  Swiflerland  by  the  canton 
of    Uri,    and  jdefcended    gradually  to   the 
town  of  Urferen.     The  appearance  of  this 
country  had   been  hitherto  very  naked  and 
uninterefting,  but   the  next  day  the  fcenes 
varied.     At  a  fmall  diftance  from  Urferen, 
the  road  is  cut  through  a  folid  rock.     We 
found  the  palTage  about  Oxty  yards  in  length, 
narrow  and  dark.     On   the  other  fide  wc 

*  We  were  informed,  not  only  by  our  guide,  but  by 
feveral  inhabitants  who  happened  to  be  upon  the  fpot,  that 
this  is  the  real  fource  of  the  Rhone,  and  not  as  many  tra- 
vellers have  naturally  fuppofed  from  its  larger  body,  the 
current  that  iiTues  from  the  glacier, 

crofTed 
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Cfoffed  the  Reufs  by  the  Devil's  Bridge^ 
built  of  one  arch^  and  fo  called  from  its 
difficult  conftru£lion  over  a  ftream  as  rapid 
as  any  great  body  of  water  confined  to  d 
narrow  rocky  channel,  and  rufhing  down 
a  long  defcent  that  is  only  not  perpendicu- 
lar,  can  pofTibly  be^  We  were  much  fur- 
prized  to  find  a  good  road  cut  out  along 
the  fides  of  the  fteep  rocks,  and  carried  ovef 
places  that  would  probably  have  overcome 
the  fortitude  and  perfeverancc  of  the  ancient 
Romans.  We  were  four  hours  in  defcending^ 
and  frequently  crolTed  the  Reufs,  iii  fomc 
places  continuing  on  the  bank  of  its  channel^ 
where  the  roar  of  the  torrrent  prevented  us 
from  hearing  each  other  when  we  hollowed^ 
though  clofe  together  2  in  others  fo  far  re* 
moved  from  it,  that  the  lightefl:  murmur* 
of  the  water  only  reached  us.  The  fides  of 
the  mountains  were  covered  with  pine  trees  of 
enormous  fize  and  height,  which  neverthe- 
lefs  are  frequently  torn  afunder,  and  hurled 
down  by  great  fragments  that  fall  from 
the  rocks  above,  fo  that  the  road  is  fre- 
quently obftrufted  by  the  ruin  of  the  woods, 

or 
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tt  made  impaflable  by  the  dreams  that  pour 
down  from  the  mountains,   and  fwell  the 
current  of  the  Reufs.    We  were  fo  charmed 
with  thefe  fublime  profpefts,  as  to  break 
out  continually  in  exprefTions  of  wonder  and 
admiration  to  each  other,  frequently  (lop- 
ping to  gaze  at  the  various  objects  in  theif 
different  points  of  view.     And  here  let  me 
obferve   to   you,    how  fortunate   I   am   in 
having  fo  polifhed   and  amiable  a  friend^ 
who  is  as  paflionate  a  lover  of  nature  as 
myfelf,    to  whom  I   can  communicate  my 
remarks  on  every  thing  I  behold,  and  hear 
his  in  return.     This  mutual   exchange  of 
fentiment  conftitutes  a  principal  part  of  the 
pleafure  that  is  experienced  on  a  tour  j  and 
believe  me,  I  would  not  for  the  world  pofTefs 
the  difpoficion  of  thofe  reclufe  and  fclfifii 
animals  that  think  otherwife* 

When  arrived  at  the  bottom,  we  entered 
the  vale  of  Altdorf,  and  found  as  great  a 
contrail  as  can  pofiibly  be  imagined  between 
it,  and  the  fcenes  we  had  juft  quitted.    The' 
©ne  Was  dreft  in  the  gayeft  liveries  of  nature^ 

and 
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and  prefented  a  mod  happy  mixture  ot 
mountain,  wood,  and  water,  whilft  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  other  was  rude,  bold,  and 
magnificent.  The  vale  of  Altdorf  would 
have  fatisfied  the  rich  fancy  of  Claude  Lo- 
rain, and  che  defcent  of  Urferen  the  roman- 
tic genius  of  Salvator  Rofa.     If  either  of 

o 

thefe  great  mailers  of  painting  had  added 
any  thing,  the  one  would  probably  have 
introduced  a  diftant  view  of  the  fea  witht 
Slipping  ;  and  the  other  gibbets  of  banditti 
on  an  eminence.  Though  we  had  been 
four  hours  in  going  down,  we  were  fo  de- 
lighted with  this  valley,  as  to  pafs  on  Jlow/y 
to  Altdorf,  a  lUlIe  town,  but  clean,  well 
built,  and  full  of  inhabitants^ 


Sehweitz,  Auguil  2, 

HAVING  amufed  ourfelves  with  writing 
during  the  fultry  hours,  we  walked  from 
Altdorf  to  the  little  village  of  Fluellen^ 
where  we  embarked  on  the  lake  of  Lucerne. 
It  is  impofiible  for  me  to  form  an  idea  of  any 
thing  more  beautiful  than  this  noble  piece 

water^ 
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of  water,  and  the  furrounding  cantons.  The 
woody  fcenery  of  its  banks  :  the  depth  and 
tranfparency  of  the  lake :  its  glofly  furface, 
and  the  general  filence  of  the  evening,  pro- 
duced  an  inward  calm  of  happinefs,    and 
fuch  mild  fenfations  of  pleafure,  as  I  never 
before  experienced.     If  the  mind  then  be 
capable  (as  I  have  here  found  it)  of  attain- 
ing fo  great  felf-enjoyment,  how  is  it  that 
men  are  fo  mad,  fo  blind  to  their  irttereft, 
as  to  ruffle  and  diftemper  it  with  anger  ? 
Why  is  their  reafon  fo  much  weaker  than 
their  paffions,    when  even  thefe  inanimate 
objefls  of  nature  make  fo  pleafing  an  im-*^ 
prelTion  upon  us,  and  feem,  as  it  were,  to 
perfuade  tranquillity   of  foul,  as  the  moft 
cxquifite    pleafure    we    can    e»njoy  ?    I    was 
roufed  out  of   this  revery  by  one   of  the 
boatmen,  who,  finding  that  we  did  not  un- 
derftand  the  German,  addreffed  us  in  Latin^ 
fpeaking  it  with  great  fluency.     You  will 
fuppofe  that  I  was  not  a  little  furprized  at 
this,  but  no  5    my  aftonifliment  gave  way 
to  the  refledion,  that  it  was  in  confequence 
of  their  being  born  to  freedom,  and  legif- 
Vol.  I.  E  lators 
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lators  of  ther  country.  There  is  a  man 
eafe  in  their  converfation  and  behaviour^ 
that  indicates  their  independence.  They 
look  on  all  other  nnen,  however  difttnguiftied 
by  fortune,  as  their  equals  only,  and  value 
them  according  to  their  merit.  I  confidcr 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Swifs  cantons,  whofe 
government  is  democratic,  to  be  a  freer 
body  of  people  than  the  yeomanry  or  me- 
chanics  of  England ;  and  for  this  reafon^ 
that  as  there  is  a  greater  equality  among, 
them,  they  have  more  independence,  with- 
out which  I  believe  I  fhould  find  no  diffi- 
culty in  perfuading  you  that  liberty  can  be 
be  only  partial.  Neverthelefs,  were  I  of 
the  loweft  order  of  my  countrymen,  I  would 
not  exchange  fituation  with  a  citizen  of 
thefe  cantons,  as  I  look  upon  our  trial  by 
jury  :  our  slSl  of  habeas  corpus :  and  our 
liberty  of  the  prefs,  to  be  infinitely  above? 
all  their  privileges* 

As  we  rowed  along  the  rocks  of  Uri,  wc 
came  to  a  fmall  chamber  cut  out  in  one  of 
them,  to  which  there  is  no  approach  but  by 

water* 
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Water.  This  place  was  intended  by  Greifler, 
the  Auftrian  governor,  for  the  innprifonment 
of  Tell,  the  celebrated  burgher  of  Schweitz. 
It  is  now  converted  into  a  chapel  in  memory 
of  the  man,  who,  by  refufing  to  comply 
with  the  infolent  injundlioiis  of  Greifler, 
excited  his  companions  to  revolt,  and  to 
emancipate  their  country. 

When  we  had  been  about  thfee  hours  on 
the  water,  we  obferved  the  fcenery  of  the 
lake  ftill  more  beautiful  from  the  mellow 
and  fofcer  tints  of  the  fetting  fun.  We 
proceeded  on  Ilowly,  and  about  eight  in 
the  evening  landed  at  the  little  village 
Cf  Brunnen,  from  which  we  walked  to 
Schweitz,  through  a  country  equal,  if  not 
fuperior  in  appearance,  to  the  vale  of  Alt- 
dorf.  This  place,  the  capital  of  its  canton, 
is  built  on  an  cafy  afcent  about  three  miles 
from  the  lake  •,  and  like  the  towns,  or  rather 
villages  that  we  have  hitherto  fecn  in  Swif- 
ferland,  is  fimple  in  its  conftrudion  5  con- 
venience, not  ornament,  being  the  principal 
objeft  of  the  inhabitants.    However,   the 

E  2  houfea 
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houfes  4re   large,    and  the   place  fuppliedt 
with  fountains  of  water  at  the  public  ex* 
pence-      Contrary    to    expectation   we    are 
lodged  in  a  good  inn>  well  flocked  with 
provifions.     For  this,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted to  a  great  concourfe  of  people  af- 
fembled  here  to  day  for  the  purpofe  of  fce^ 
ing  two  remarkable  malefadors  beheaded.    - 
Thefe  men  belonged  to  a  moft  defperate 
gang  of  no  kfs  than   forty   robbers,    who 
had  plundered  fo  many  people,  as  to  compel 
the  inhabitants  of  this  and  the  neighbouring 
cantons  to  form  armed  afTociations,  and  pur- 
fue  them.     We  were  happy  to  hear  that  the 
wretches  were  driven  to  the  frontiers  of  Ger- 
many, where  the  two  who  fulFered  this  even- 
ing were  taken.    The  continual  perpetration 
of  crimes  had  made  them   callous  to  the 
dreadful   preparations    for   the  fcafFold,    fo 
that  the  pried,  who  attended,  could  neither 
exhort  thitm  to  a  difcovery  of  their  accom- 
plices, or  the  confeiTion  of  their  guilt.   They 
were  therefore  dejivered  over  to  the  execu- 
tioner without  abfolution,   and  underwent 

the 
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the  punifliment  wiiich  the  violated  laws  of 
their  country  had  condemned  thenn  to  fufFer, 

The  population  of  this  canton  is  efti- 
rnated  at  two  and  twenty  thoufand  fouls, 
and  the  military  confifts  of  four  regiments 
pf  eight  hiindred  men  each. 


Lucerne,  Aug  4. 

THE  morning  after  our  arrival  atSchweitz 
we  returned  to  Brunnen,  and  rcimbarked 
for  Lucerne.  The  nearer  we  approached 
it,  the  more  the  profpeft  improved,  till 
at  length  it  became  complete  and  /t?.v//- 
le/sm  On  pafling  a  narrow  (Irait  between  the 
two  cantons  of  Schweitz  and  Underwalden, 
we  came  to  that  part  of  the  lake  where  it 
extends  itfelf  in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  and 
looked  on  each  fide  over  a  long  expanfc  of 
water,  upon  the  banks  of  which  were  plea- 
fantly  feated  towns,  villages,  and  hamlets^ 
that  added  new  beauties  to  the  fcene  ;  on 
the  left  was  Mount  Pilate,  which  terminates 
in  a  lofty  peak  6074  feet  from  its  bafr. 

E  3  This 
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This  mountain,  which  cannot  but  attract! 
the  adnriiration  of  all  travellers,  is  wafhed 
by  the  lake,  the  fur  face  of  which  was  fo 
fmooth  and  tranfparent,  that  the  refledion 
of  Mount  Pilate  appeared  almoft  as  ftrong 
as  the  fubftance.  Dire6tly  before  us  was 
Lucerne,  built  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  hill 
laid  out  in  vineyards  and  plantations.  Can 
you  conceive  fcenery  more  beautiful  than 
that  of  the  furrounding  obje6ls  which  I  have 
dcfcribed  ?  I  am  fure  I  cannot,  and  though 
I  had  often  heard  Swifferland  painted  in 
fuch  glowing  colours,  as  to  make  me  be- 
lieve it  the  moft  pidurefque  and  romantic 
country  of  Europe,  yet  my  ideas  could 
never  do  it  the  juftice  it  merits.  Lucerne 
is  much  larger  than  any  place  we  have  as 
yet  feen  on  our  Swifs  tour.  The  river  that 
ifTues  out  of  the  lake,  and  divides  the  town 
in  two  parts,  is  called  the  Reufs,  from  the 
vulgar  notion  that  it  is  the  fame  ftream 
which  enters  by  the  defcent  of  Urferen,  and 
paffes  through  the  lake  without  mixing  its 
water  with  it.  Whence  is  it  that  fimilar 
ideas  prevail  in  almoft  every  country  where 

the 
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the  fame  occ.afions  offer  ?  The  bridges  here 
are  of  Angular  conftrudlion,  being  built  of 
wood,  clofed  in  on  each  fide,  with  windows 
to  adnnit  the  light,  and  covered  at  the  top. 
in  walking  about  we  were  obliged  to  be 
continually  bowing,  as  the  inhabitants  take 
off  their  hats  to  every  ftranger  they  meet. 
Pocock,  the  fecond  time  of  going  put,  had 
fome  ideas  of  walking  round  the  town  bare 
headed,  to  avoid  the  very  troublefome  cercr 
mony  of  returning  the  compliment;  but 
on  refledlion  did  not,  being  apprehenfive 
that  the  people  might  confidcr  it  as  a  fatire 
on  their  polite  cuftom. 

Having  previoufly  fent  in  our  names,  we 
had  permiflion  to  vifit  the  cabinet  of  General 
Phiffcr,  a  veteran  Swifs  officer  in  the  Frencf^i 
fervice,  whofe  ingenuity  as  a  draughtfman 
is  generally  known.  We  were  fhewn  a  moft 
curious  model  which  this  gentleman  had 
made  in  wax  on  a  plaftick  compofition, 
reprefenting  all  the  canton  of  Lojcerne,  with 
parts  of  Uri,  Schweitz,  U nderwalden,  Zug, 
^nd  Berne.    This  admirable  piece  of  work 

E  4  is 


£6  TRAVELS. 

is  finifhed  with  fuch  precifion,  as  not  only 
to  comprehend  the  mountains,  lakes,  and 
villages;  but  each  particular  wood,  field, 
and  country  feat;  all  which  are  painted, 
and  finifhed  with  fuch  art,  as  when  feei? 
through  a  glafs  to  afTume  the  appearance  of 
the  realobjedls  they  imitate.  It  is  in  length 
twenty-three  feet,  in  breadth  twelve,  and 
reprefents  a  country  that  meafures  225  fquare 
leagues.  It  is  impofiible  for  me  to  fpeak 
too  favourably  of  the  defign  ahd  execution 
of  this  ingenious  work.  For  though  I  had 
feen  many  things  of  the  kind,  I  never  met 
with  any  that  could  be  put  in  competitipa 
with  the  model  of  General  PhifFer.  We 
alfo  beheld  fome  fine  plans  and  drawings, 
but  had  not  the  fatisfadlion  of  feeing  their 
owner,  who  was  then  abfent  from  Lucerne. 

Mindful  of  the  injun6lions  you  laid  upon 
me  at  my  departure,  to  write  you  fome 
account  of  the  hiftory  and  government  of 
the  countries  I  fhould  vifit  on  my  tour,  I 
fhall  trouble  you  with  a  fketch  of  thofe  in 
which  I  now  am,  generally  called  the  four 

Waldftcetty 
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"WaldflCEtt,  or  foreft  cantons.  The  three  firfl: 
of  thefe,  Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Underwaldcn, 
have  long  been  united  by  the  clofeil  alliance, 
and  known  to  have  enjoyed  their  liberties 
in  full  extent  from  the  earlieft  times  of 
modern  hiflory.  In  1115  Uri  and  Under- 
walden  determined  to  afljfl:  Schweitz  in 
j-epelling  thofe  enemies  who  fhould  make 
war  againft  it,  at  the  inftigation  of  the 
monks  of  Einfidlen,  alluding  to  the  dukes 
of  Auftria;  and  in  1291  the  three  cantons 
entered  into  a  league  offenfive  and  defenfive, 
which  afterwards  became  a  model  for  tjic 
confederacy  of  the  Helvetic  body. 

By  their  union  and  vigilance  thefe  cantons 
|)revented  the  eftablifhment  of  an  arbitrary 
government  amongft  them,  attempted  foon 
after,  under  the  falfe  pretext  of  legal  autho- 
rity. Early  in  the  thirteenth  century  Ro- 
dolph.  Count  of  Hapfburg,was  railed  to  the 
fupreme  dignity  of  the  empire.  Having  ever 
proved  himfelf  the  friend  and  protedlor  of 
the  Swifs,  they  immediately  after  the  afTo- 
^fiation  of  Zurich,  and  the  three  Waldftoett, 

and 
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and  during  the  long  interregnum  that  fuc-» 
ceeded  his  prcdecefTor,  chofe  hinn  as  the 
chief  of  their  union.  After  his  elevation 
be  continued  every  mark  of  his  good  will 
to  them,  and  confirmed  all  their  immunities. 
Neverthelefs,  defirous  of  raifing  his  family, 
he  won  over  the  nobles  to  his  intereft,  and 
prevailed  upon  them,  by  honours  and  emo- 
lument, to  acknowledge  the  fovereignty  of 
his  houfe.  He  alfo  perfuaded  the  rich  abbeys 
to  put  themfelves  under  his  protection,  and 
the  lefTcr  communities  to  do  him  homage  ; 
by  this  politic  management  he  acquired 
rights,  authority,  and  jurifdidlion  in  all  thq 
northern  countries  of  SwilTerland. 

His  fon  Albert,  who  inherited  all  the 
ambition  without  the  policy  of  his  father, 
having  flain  his  rival  Adolph,  raifed  himfelf 
by  force  of  arms  to  the  imperial  dignity, 
and  purfued>the  fame  projeft  of  aggrandiz- 
ing his  family.  Stung  with  the  ingenuous 
refufal  of  the  foreft  cantons  to  fubmit  to  his 
abfolute  authority,  he  eluded  the  confirma- 
tion of  their  privileges,  and  fcnt  them  for 

judges 
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judges  men,  whom  he  had  particularly  fe- 
le£lcd  as  fit  inftruments  to  crufh  their  high 
fpirit  of  liberty,  or  by  opprefllon  to  force 
them  to  revolt,  and  fo  furnifh  him  with  an 
opportunity  of  reducing  thqm  to  the  level 
of  a  conquered  people,    Greifler,   one  of 
the  imperial  bailiffs  refident  at  KufTnach  in 
Schweitz,  excited  the  indignation  of  Werner 
de  StaufFach,  a  perfon  of  confequence  and 
character,   by  having  reproached  him  with 
feverity  for  building  a  houfe  too  noble  for 
the  inhabitant  of  a  village.     Stauffach  had 
long  perceived  the  infoience  and  arbitrary* 
fway  of  thefe  delegated  tyrants,    and  had 
formed  with  Walter  Furft  of  Uri,  and  Ar- 
nold de   Melchthal   of  Underwalden,    the 
generous  defign  of  vindicating  their  com* 
mon  liberty.     They  aflbciated  the  principal 
of  their  countrymen,   and  fwdre  them  to 
fecrecy  ;  but  during  thefe  tranfadlions  the 
famous  Tell,  unable  to  bridle  his  indignation, 
had  nearly  difcovered  their  intention  by  the 
untimely  facrifice  of  Greifler.     Fortunately, 
however,  this  did  not  break  in  upon  their 
plan  s  for  on  the  firft  day  of  the  year  130S, 

they 
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they  feized  and  banifhed  the  imperial  officers 
i;vithout  ftriking  a  blow.     Albert,  enraged 
at  this  violence,  but  happy  in  the  opportu- 
nity  of  putting  bis  projedt    in  efFe6t,  had 
prepared  a  conQderable  arnny  againfl:  them 
to   execute   his   vengeance,    when   he  w^s 
alTaflinated  near  Windifch  by  his  nephew, 
from  whom  he  had  unjuftly  withholden  his 
patrimony.     This  was  a  fortunate  circum- 
ftance  for  the  aflbciates,  as  it  gave  them  all 
necelTary  time  to  prepare  for  their  defence, 
and  particularly,  as  the  death  of  Albert  was 
followed  by  a  contefl:  between  two  rivals  for 
the  imperial  throne.    The  next  attack  made 
againfl:  them  was  excited  by  the  monks  of 
Einfidlen,  of  whofe  convent  I  (hall  probably 
crlve  you  feme  account  in  a  future  letter, 
Leopold  duke  of  Aufl:ria,  protedlor  of  the 
monaftery,  having  efpoufed  the  caufc  of  the 
monks,  though  founded  on  injudice,  aflem- 
bled  a  numerous  train  of  his  noble  vaffalsy 
who  were  all  mounted.     With  this  cavalry 
he  imprudently  engaged  the  Swifs  in  the 
narrow  pafTage  of  Morgarten,  fituated  be- 
tween  a  fmall  lake  called  in  German  Egpr- 
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ttc,  and  a  deep  mountain.  About  1400 
men,  but  ill  fupplied  with  offenfive  weapons, 
deliberately  waited  his  approach.  Exclufivc 
of  thefe  were  between  fifty  and  fixty  out- 
Jaws,  who,  on  account  of  chcir  crimes  nos 
being  able  to  obtain  the  honour  of  fighting 
for  liberty  in  the  ranks  of  their  virtuous 
GOuntryjTien,  polled  themfelves  on  an  emi- 
nence which  commands  the  Strait,  and  at 
the  approach  of  the  enemy  afTaulted  them 
fo  fiercely  with  fragments  of  the  rock,  as 
to  throw  them  into  general  diforder,  fo  that 
the  main  body  had  little  more  to  do  thaa 
flay  the  fugitives  with  their  clubs  and  hal- 
berts.  This  viflory  was  gained  with  the 
lofs  of  only  fourteen  men  on  the  Swifs  fide ; 
but  as  many  hundred  of  the  other  perilhed 
in  the  flight.  Was  not  this  another  band 
of  Spartans  and  Thefpians  at  the  Straits  of 
Thermopylae  ?  In  1323  the  Emperor  Lewis 
fent  John  Count  of  Arberg  and  Valanjen  as 
governor  or  imperial  judge  to  the  foreft 
cantons.  But  this  commifTion  was  princi- 
pally intended  to  carry  on  the  league  againft 
the  houfe  of  Auftria.     Since  this  epoch, 

Uri, 
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Uri,  Schweitz,  and  Underwalden  have  been 
governed  by  mdgiftr^tes  of  their  own  choice, 
and  their  entire  independence,  as  well  a^ 
that  of  the  other  members  of  the  Helvetic 
corps,  has  in  1648  been  ratified  by  the 
principal  fovereigns  of  Europe. 

Their  form  of  government  is  democra- 
tlcal,  the  fupreme  power  being  veiled  ift 
the  general  aflembly  of  the  people  called 

Lanfdgemeind. 

Schweitz,  according  to  the  limits  deter- 
mined  at  the  firft  confederacy,  is  divided  in 
fix  quarters  or  diftrids,  each  family  being 
attached  to  its  refpedive  quarter,  in  what- 
ever part  of  the  country  it  (hould  be  fettled. 
Every  male,  born  with  the  right  of  member 
or  colonift,  has  at  fixteen  a  vote  in  the 
general  afTembly,  which  takes  place  annu- 
ally the  firil  Sunday  in  April,  and  is  held 
in  the  open  air  *.     Each  man  comes  girt 

*  At  Ibachi  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Schweitz, 
there  is  a  field  for  this  purpofe.  The  prefident  of  the 
aflembly  (lands  leaning  on  his  naked  fabre,  furrounded  by 
the  principal  officers  of  the  ftate, 

with 
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Vi^ith  his  fword,  for  the  purpofe  of  efe^ling 
the  principal  magiftrates,  and  tranfa(5ling 
the  more  innportant  buGnefs  of  the  ftate. 
The  firft  men  of  the  government  are  the 
Landamman,  or  chief  officer.  The  Stat- 
halter,  or  lieutenant,  and  the  Pannerher,  or 
ftandard-bearef,  together  with  fome  military- 
officers  ;  all  which  places  are  conferred  by 
the  people.  Government  police  and  juftice 
arc  admitiiftered  by  the  Landrath,  or  public 
council,  compofed  of  fixty  members,  ten 
from  each  diftridb,  exclulive  of  the  officers 
of  ftate,  and  thofe  who  have  ferved.  Thefel 
Landraths  are  doubled  once  a  year  for  the 
purpofe  of  determining  all  fifcal  matters^ 
and  twice  a  year  the  council  is  inereafed  to 
three  times  its  number,  for  giving  inftruc- 
tions  to  their  deputies  intended  for  the 
general  diet  of  the  Swifs  cantons  :  for  hear- 
ing their  accounts  of  fuch  diets,  or  tranf- 
acting  thofe  matters  which  are  not  according 
to  the  conftitution  determinable  by  the 
public  council. 
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As  I  have  told  you  that  Uri  and  Undci-^ 
walden  are  demoeracies,  I  fhall  not  enter 
into  a  detail  of  their  political  adminiftration, 
as  it  would  be  little  other  than  a  repetition 
of  that  of  Schweitz, 

But  the  governnfient  of  Lucerne  is  arifto- 
Cfatic,    the   fovereign  power  refiding    in  a 
hundred  nnembers  chofen  out  of  the  body 
of    the    burghers.      Thirty-fix   counfellorsy 
feleded  from  the  hundred,  fornn  the  fenate 
or  privy  council,  which  is  divided  in  two 
bodies'  that    govern    alternately   every   fix 
months ;  on  which  account  they  are  called 
the  fumnner  and  winter  divifions.    A  candi- 
date for  admiffion  into  thefe  bodies  mufb  be 
a  citizen  by  birth,  or  have  ferved  the  repub- 
lic for   a   certain   n^umber   of   years.     The 
orand  council  is  the  dernier  refort  of  crimi- 
nal  juftice,  under  which  are  various  com- 
mittees, which  take  cognizance  of  the  other 
branches  oftgovernnnent. 

The  firfl:  officers  of  (late    are  the   two 
prefidents>    who  are  eleded   for  life,    and 

pre  fids 
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brefide  in  turn  over  the  two  divifions  of  the 
fenate,  and  the   great  council.     The  elder 
nkmber  of  each  divifion  is  honoured  with 
the  title  of  Stathalter,  or  lieutenant  of  the 
prefidents.      After   thefe    magiftrates,    the 
mofl:  honourable  are  the  treafurer  and  the 
ftandard-bearer  ;  fo  high  is  the  dignity  of 
the  fenate  efteemed,  that  every  perfon  ad- 
mitted into  ic  is  ennobled,  and  the  nobility 
of  his  family  acknowledged  by  the  order  of 
Malta. 

The  military  ftf  Lucerne  is  divided  into 
five  brigades,  and  each  brigade  into  five 
battallions  of  fix  hundred  men.  The  cavalry 
Confifts  of  three  companies,  and  the  artillery 
of  five. 

This  canton  is  very  fertile  in  hiftorical 
{ad:.  It  allied  itfelf  to  the  union  of  Uri, 
Schvveitz,  and  Underwalden,  in  1332*,  and 
h«s,  on  fevefal  pccafions,  diftinguifhed  itfelf 
againft  the  houfe  of  Auftria ;  particularly 
in  1386,  when  near  the  little  town  of  Sem- 
pach  in   Lucerne,  the  patriot  Winkelried, 

ToL.  h  F  b^ 
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by  the  facrifice  of  his  own  life  in  grafping 
and  turning  afide  the  pikes  of  the  German 
infantry,  opened  for  his  eountrymen  a  way 
to  viftory  and  freedom. 

We  found  every  thing  agreeable  in  Lu- 
cerne, except  our  bill  at  the  Golden  Eagle 
(der  Goldener  Adler) ;  the  landlord  told  us 
very  laconically,  on  remonftrating  with  hirri, 
that  the  fummer  was  his  only  fporting  fcafon^ 
and  Eqglilhmen  his  befl  game* 
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Zurich,  Aug.  6,  1787. 

Ty  E  were  unanimous  in  thinking,  that  if 
any  fcenery  could  be  preferable  to  the 
road  fronn  Lucerne  to  Zug,  it  muft  be  that, 
and  that  only,  fronn  Zug  to  Lucerne,  from 
the  vicinity  of  the  lad  mentioned  city  5 
with  which  we  were  fo  charmed,  that  with 
difficuhy  we  could  perfuade  ourfelves  to  ride 
away  from  it;  nor  did  we,  without  fre- 
quently looking  back  on  this  incomparable 
country,  much  doubting  our  ever  being 
again  in  a  fimilar  fituation.  Other  views 
might  be  more  grand,  and  more  interefting, 
but  few,  I  think,  can  be  more  pleafing. 
However,  it  is  not  impofliblc  for  me  to 
alter  this  opinion  before  the  conclufion  of 
my  travels. 

We  obferved  the  country  between  Lu- 
cerne and  Zug,  to  be  for  the  molt  part  laid 
down  in  meadow,  the  Swifs  farmers  being 
as  well   acquainted    with    the  advantages 

Fa  which 
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which  accrue  from  turning  water  in  tfre 
winter  and  fpring  over  their  paftures,  as  ours 
are  in  England  j  and  therefore  the  cuflom 
is  as  general.  We  travelled  on  the  banks  of 
the  Aar  until  we  came  within  fight  of  Zug, 
which  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  other 
fide  of  its  long  and  narrow  lake^  we  were 
therefore  obliged  to  make  a  fmall  circuit 
previoufly  to  our  arrival.  This  canton  is 
not  above  twelve  miles  long,  and  as  many 
broad;  however,  its  fertility  compenfates 
for  its  narrow  limits.  The  produce  in  wine, 
corn,  chefnuts,  and  pafture  being  fo  abun- 
dant, as  to  exceed  the  confumption  ;  an 
advantage  which  probably  no  other  part  of 
SwifTerland  can  boaft.  The  town  too  is 
fmall,  but  well  built,  and  populous. 

The  government  is  ariftocratic,  the  efta- 
blifhed  religion  that  of  Rome,  to  which, 
if  I  may  judge  from  a  fliort  converfation 
I  had  with  fome  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
fpoke  a  little  bad  French,  they  are  very 
much  attached, 

People 
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People  of  all  countries  wifh  to  enter  intQ 
tSifcourfe  with  .foreigners  ;  and  this  propen;- 
fuy  I  ever  indulge,  as  it  not  only  pleafes 
them,  but  frequently  improveSy  and  always 
amufes  me.  I  here  met  an  open- hearted 
Swifs,  who  told  me  that  he  thought  thp 
Engli/h  the  beft  people  in  i\\q,  world,  but 
lamented  their  being  heretics.  Indeed,  faid 
be,  I  believe  our  neighbours  of  Lucerne 
are  of  the  fame  opinion,  though  their  inter- 
eft  induces  them  to  be  the  allies  of  France, 
for  there  is  not  a  male  from  fixterrn  to  fixty 
in  the  whole  canton,  that  is  not  a  penfioner 
of  that  nation.  I  thought  this  rather  an 
extraordinary  anecdote,  and  made  further 
enquiry  concerning  it,  when  it  was  confirmed 
by  a  fecond  perfon;  yet  it  ftili  fecnis  fo 
improbable,  that  although  I  do  not  rcjeft 
it,  I  know  not  well  how  to  give  it  credit. 
We  found  an  excellent  inn  at  Zug,  and 
the  mafter  attentive,  and  moderate  in  his 
charges.  However,  we  were  lefs  pleafcd 
with  him,  than  with  his  beautiful  daughter, 
who  was  condantly  in  our  company,  as  the 
family  interpreter  in  French,  which  (hefpoke 
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in  a  pretty  German  manner.  Pocock  was 
quite  in  raptures  with  her;  and  1  am  itir 
clined  to  think  that  our  landlord's  daughter 
at  Zug  will  be  ogr  conftant  toad,  until  her 
image  be  obliterated  by  fome  newer  beauty^ 
or  the  recolledion  of  others  whom  we  have 
left  behind  us,  though  not  forgotten,  iri 
England. 

On  our  departure  from  this  town  we 
afccnded  to  a  little  folitary  inn  on  Mount 
Albis,  where  we  lay  that  night.  Though 
our  road  pafifed  through  a  charming  country, 
we  had  not  many  views  of  it,  as  the  woods 
often  intercepted  them  5  but  we  were  amply 
compenfated  by  the  various  profped  whicl>, 
-we  enjoyed  the  following  morning  at  fun- 
rife  from  the  fummit  of  this  hill.  Exclufive 
of  every  thing  we  had  before  feen  in  Swif- 
ferland,  we  looked  down  with  aftonifhment 
on  new  cantons,  new  lakes,  new  towns  ;  and 
among  the  latter  Zurich,  at  which  we  arrived 
in  a  few  hours. 

Having  fald  fo  much  of  the  fituation  of 

Gqijeya, 
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Geneva,  how  can  I  tell  you  that  I  prefer 
this  of  Zurich  to  it  ?  I  know  you  will  fay 
that  young  people  arc  hafty  in  decifion,  and 
indeed  with  infinite  propriety,  as  I  feel  and 
acknowledge  xnyfelf  guilty  3  but  will  it  not 
be  fome  little  extenuation  of  the  fault,  if 
I  aGc    you,    how  it  is    pofllblc  to  refrain 
from  faying  every  thing  I  can,  when  I  be- 
hold fuch  a  paradife  as  SwifTerland  ?  I  believe 
I  am  rather  anenthufiafi:  in  the  rural  beauties 
of  nature,    but  it  muft  be  little   ihort   of 
apathy  to  be  cold  and  referved  in  expreflTion, 
when  writing  on  a  country  like  this.    From 
my  windows  at  the  Epee,  the  principal  inn 
of  the  place,  I  look  up  its  extenfive  lake, 
a  diftance  not  lefs  than  forty  miles,  and  fee 
the  country  on  each  fide  rich  in  every  objedl: 
of  inland  profpecl  that  can  engage  and  pleafc 
the  attention.     Zurich  is  fortified,  and  noc 
ill   built.     The  principal    edifices    are   the 
town  hall,    academy,  library,    and   arfenal, 
which  confift  of  feveral  detached  buildings, 
and  is   faid  to  be  the  bed  provided  with 
arms  and  ammunition  of  any  in  Sv/ifferland.. 
The  ftreets  are  clean  :  the  people  more  in- 

F  4.  duftrioLis 


;a  TRAVELS, 

duftrious  than  their  Roman  Catholic  neigh- 
bours, confequcncly  more  opulent.  The 
reformation  was  begun  here  in  1524  by 
Ulricus  Zuingiius,  who  furvived  its  com- 
mencement but  feven  years,  being  flain  in 
a  fkirmifh  againft  the  enemies  of  his  neNV 
dodrine. 

This  canton  is  in  fize  the  fecond,  but  ir^ 
rank  the  firft  of  theHelvetic  body,  and  there- 
fore addrefled  in  all  letters  written  by  the 
itates  of  Europe  to  the  Swifs.  The  people  of 
Zurich,  in  imitation  of  Lucerne,  formed 
themfclves  into  a  canton  in  the  year  135 1. 
The  city  was  always  free,  and  had  never 
conftituted  a  part  of  the  Auflrian  dominion. 
The  dukes  Albert  and  Otho  of  Auflria, 
having  formed  the  defign  of  befieging  it, 
♦  the  inhabitants  united  themfclves  to  the 
forefl  cantons,  took  poiTefTion  of  that  coun- 
try which  is  now  Claris,  and  forced  them  to 
give  up  iheir  intention* 

Its  government,  a  mixture  of  ariftocracy 
?nd  democracy,    ir>   carried  on   by    bailiffs 

dividect 
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diylcjed  in  three  clafles.  The  firft,  which 
^onHfts  of  ten  members  called  Adminiftra- 
tors,  manage  the  public  rents  :  the  fecond, 
named  the  interior  body,  as  thofe  who  com- 
pofe  it  are  always  refident  at  Zurich,  is 
made  up  of  nineteen,  who  fill  offices  ap- 
pointed for  the  adminiftration  of  fuch  public 
bufinefs  as  muft  necejTarily  be  tranfaded  in 
the  feat  of  government :  and  the  third  clafs 
is  formed  of  thirteen  members,  who  dwell 
in  the  caflles  and  villages  of  the  canton, 
being  employed  in  pofts  of  inferior  confe- 
ouence.  There  are  alfo  a  great  and  lefTcr 
council,  which  together  amount  to  21? 
members  (162  of  the  one,  and  48  of  the 
other)  to  thefe  are  added  the  two  chiefs 
of  the  ftate  called  burgomafbers,  who  are 
^ledled  by  the  counfellors  and  burghers,  and 
govern  alternately  every  fix  months.  Thefe, 
with  the  four  Scathalters,  or  mafters  of  com- 
panies, and  two  treafurers,  make  up  the 
members  that  admlnifter  the  government 
of  Zurich,  all  of  which  areeledive;  each 
tribe  of  the  burghers  furni filing  twelve  per- 
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fons  for  the  great,  and  three  for  the  lefler 
council. 


It  is  here  that   the    celebrated  Lavater 
refides,  a  gendemao  who  has  acquired,  and 
1  think  inoft  defervedly,    great  reputation 
by   his  writings  on  phyfiognomy.     It  has 
been  the  lot  of  this  fcience,  and  indeed  of 
many  others  whofe  advantages  are  not  evi- 
dent at  the  firfl:  view,  to  be  decried  and 
ridiculed  as  ideal  and  erroneous  5  but  furely 
it  muft  appear  in  a  very  different  light  to 
thofe   who   confider   a  knowledge   of    the 
human  mind  (of  which  the  countenance  js 
generally  the  index)  as  eflential  to  our  hap- 
pinefs.    Is  it  not  founded  on  nature,  and  in 
a  greater  or  lefs  degree  given   by  nature  to 
every  individual  whofe  mental  faculties  are 
rational  ?  Our  opinions  of  the  temper  and 
difpofition  of  others  are  confiderably  influ- 
enced   by   their   phyfiognomy,    and    indeed 
fljould  he,  as  a  criterion  which  feldom  fails. 
However,  as  it  fometimes  does,  we  ought 
to   be  refer ved,  and   not  pnolifiX  our  fenti- 
rnents  to  tiie  prejudice  of  any  perfon,   Hacic 

and 
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^nd  education  might  correal  our  natural 
difpofitionSj  and  lead  the  phyfiognomift  into 
error,  as  we  find  in  the  anecdote  of  the 
perfon  who  pronounced  fo  unfavourably  on 
the  charader  of  Socrates;  but  this  by  no 
means  derogates  from  the  utility  of. the 
fcience,  or  affords  a  handle  to  ridicule  it,  as 
we  may  infer  from  the  declaration  of  that 
great  philofopher  to  his  difciples,  who  had 
fo  haftily  rejedled  the  opinion  of  the  phy- 
fiognomift with  contempt. 


Einfidlln,  Auguft  8. 

W  E  were  fo  tentpted  by  the  beauties  of 
the  lake,  that  we  determined  on  going  to 
Richtifwill,  a  little  town  on  its  weftern  bank, 
by  water ;  and  accordingly,  having  hired  a 
boat,  embarked  at  Zurich.  As  we  proi- 
pceded  we  lay  mufing  at  our  eafe  on  the  fine 
fcenery  that  furrounded  us,  and  were  both 
(for  I  know  my  friend's  mind  as  well  as  my 
own)  completely  happy.  I  hope  we  may 
continue  lo  to  the  end  of  the  tour;  for  hap- 

pinefs^ 
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pinefs,  though  often  crofled  by  misfortune, 
h  more  frequently  deftroyed  by  imprudence. 
Nullum  mimen  aheft  fifit  prudentia.     Though 
our  boatmen   exerted    themfelves,    it   was 
late  before  we  arrived  at  Richtifwill ;  how- 
ever, when  that  happened,  we  were  fo  for- 
tunate as  to  find  a  good  inn,  and  fome  fine 
fifii  for  fupper,    among  which  were  Tench 
taken  in  the  lake,  but  not  fo  large  or  well 
tafled    as   yours    in   Brecknockfliire.     The 
next  day  we  rode  through  a  hilly  country  to 
the  ancient  abbey  of  Einfidlen  ;  which,  I 
am  induced  to  believe  from  what  I  read  xn 
Swifs  hiftory,    has   deftroyed  more    bodies 
than  it  has  faved  fouls;  for  before  the  ge- 
neral confederacy  of  the  cantons,  the  monks, 
who  are  Bcnedidints,  inftead  of  preaching 
the  word  of  peace,  were  eternally  fomenting 
quarrels,  and  (lirring  up  the  ambitious  duke§ 
of  AuftrJa  to  opprefs  their  flocks. 

The  abbey,  which  is  a  mofi:  extenfive 
pile  of  building,  and  endowed  with  great 
property  real  and  pcrfonal,  is  called  Our 
Lady  of  the  Hei'mits.     We  were  conduced 
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Over  the  uhole  by  a  French  monk,^who,  I 
believe,  had  it  been  in  his  power,  would 
have  afked  us  to  dinner  j  but  the  fraternity 
feems  now  to  have  loft  the  only  virtue  it 
ivas  ever  fuppofed  to  have  pofTefTed — -hofpi- 
tality.  Their  treafury  is  immenfely  rich 
with  the  gifts  of  weak  enthufiafts,  and  the 
church  moft  magnificent.  Having  entered 
it  by  the  great  door  in  front,  we  faw  in  the 
aifle  a  fmall  detached  houfe  or  chapel,  faid 
to  have  been  built  many  years  prior  to  the  , 
abbey  by  a  certain  St.  Eberard,  duke  of 
Franconia,  and  to  have  been  confecrated  by 
God  himfelf.  We  defcended  into  it  through 
a  door,  over  which,  in  a  (lone  covered  with 
a  filver  plate,  are  five  holes  for  receiving 
the  four  fingers  and  thumb  of  the  hand, 
'they  tell  you  that  God  touched  the  ftone> 
and  at  the  inftant  this  miracle  was  perform-* 
ed.  Under  it  is  a  block  of  wood  to  accom- 
modate thofe  who  are  not  tall  enough  to 
reach  up  and  put  in  their  fingers.  You  may 
be  fure  that  both  of  us  took  advantage  of 
our  fituation,  though  I  do  not  know  that 
dither  found    himfelf  the    better    for  it. 

Having 
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Having  defcended  into  the  chapel,  we   be- 
held through  a  grate  (put  up  to  keep  the 
degenerate  pilgrims  of  the  prefent  age  frorri 
picking  and  Healing)  an  image  of  the  Virgiri 
fupcrbly  dreffed  ;  but  by  a  mofl  unaccount- 
able whim,  exhibiting  a  face  of  black  marble, 
fo  that  had  I  not  been  prepared  for  this  rarjr 
(how   by   a  knowledge  of  my  fituation,   I 
really    fhould    have    taken   her    for   Prince 
Memnon's  fifter,  or  the  i^thiop  Queen.    At 
the  altar  of  this  SanElum  San^iorum^  which, 
like  the  prefiding  deity,  is  mod  richly  or- 
Ramented>  and  illuminated  with  a  profufioa 
of  tapers,   we   found   three  pilgrims,    two 
kneeling  and  praying  mod:  fervently,   and 
the  third,  a  female,  11  n gin g  hymns  to  the 
image ;  in  doing  which,  at  every  other  (lanza, 
fhe  altered  the  tone  of  her  cracked  voic€, 
which  had  the  moft  ridiculous  effeft;  iMit 
we  were  fo  (hocked  to  fee  thefe  poor  deluded 
creatures  the  vi6tims  of  fuperftition,   tha£ 
it  was  impoffible  to  laugh  5   had  we  done 
it,  it  would  have  been  a  fatire  on  the  imbe- 
cillity  of  human  nature,  and  we  might  have 
faid  to  ourfelves,  ^id  rides  P  de  te  fahula 
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Tiarra^r*  It  was  told  iis,  that  not  lefs  than 
80,000  pilgrims  come  here  annually,  but 
even  if  one  half  be  admitted,  the  evil  is 
moft  ferious,  and  cries  aloud  for  redrefs. 
Many  peafants  travel  three  or  four  hundred 
miles  on  this  pilgrimage,  and  never  depart 
from  Einfidlen  without  leaving  feme  gift  to 
the  Virgin,  which  you  may  conclude,  with- 
out my  telling  you,  is  applied  by  thefe 
lazy  and  luxurious  monks  to  their  proper 
life.  What  is  dill  worfe,  the  journey  has 
no  effefb  whatever  in  reforming  the  morals 
of  thofe  that  make  it.  They  come  not 
only  for  a  remittance  of  all  pafty  but  of  all 
future  crimes,  as  we  learnt  from  a  Swifs  ' 
gentleman,  who  aflTured  us,  that  the  women, 
both  in  going  and  returning,  are  frequently 
guilty  of  the  moft  fcandalous  debauchery, 
fully  perfuaded  that  they  may  aft  with  im- 
punity. The  French  government,  from 
experience  of  its  bad  confequences,  has 
wifely  cnafted  a  penal  law  againft  it  5  and 
though  not  altogether  put  an  end  to,  has 
confiderable  checked  the  religious  emigra- 
tion of  its  fubje<3s» 

LETTER 
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St.  Gall,  Aug.  lo,   1787/ 

AS  Einfidlen   contained  no   other  object 

of  attention  th^n  the  abbey,  we  left  it 

cti  the  day  of  our  arrival,  and  defcended  to 

the  lakfe  of  Zurich,  which  we  crofled  by  a 

wooden  bridge  little  (horc  of  a  mile  and  a 

half,  or    1850  feet   in   length,   to  RappCr- 

fchweil,  a  town  bliilt  on  the  oppofite  bank. 

A   bridge   fimilar  to  this  was    conftrudled 

as  far  back  as  the  year  1358  j   fince   that 

early   period   We    may    conclude   from   its 

materials  that  many  have  fucceedcd.     It  is 

formed  of  loofe  deal  rafters,  fupported  on 

each  fide  by  large  pieces  of  timber  driven 

ihto    the    ground    like  piles.      However, 

though   fimple   in    conftruftion,    even    the 

length  mufl:  of  neceflity  make  a  work  of 

this  nature  attended  with  great  trouble  and 

expence,    and   not  undeferving  of  regard. 

Pocock  having  travelled  with  hack  horfes, 

which  he  had  hired  at  Einfidlen,  difmounted 

in  this  place,  ^nd  walked  over  the  bridge ; 

but 
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but  as  I  had  purchafed  a  mule  for  the  tour 
(i  moft  beautiful  anima!  fifteen  hands  high) 
I  was  under  the  necefTity  of  getting  hint 
over  j  snd  being  informed  by  the  guide  that 
there  was  no  danger  in  pafTijig,  undertook 
the  atchievemenc  myfelf.  I  had  not  pro- 
ceeded above  a  hundred  paces  before  I  found 
the  boards  fo  loofe  and  rotten,  that  I  moil 
fincerely  repented  of  the  attempt.  I  would 
have  turned  back,  had  I  not  perceived  it  to 
be  nriore  dangerous  than  to  go  on  ^  I  wa^ 
therefore  under  the  necelTity  of  walking  for- 
ward, full  of  apprehenfion  that  every  ftep 
vVould  be  my  laftj  but  by  good  fortune 
arrived  without  accident  on  the  other  fide. 

Rapperfchweil  is  pleafantly  feated  on  ari 
Eminence  that  rifes  from  the  lake,  and  com- 
mands  an  advantageous  view  of  it.  We 
there  made  acquaintance  with  a  gentleman, 
who  gave  us  all  the  information  we  could 
wiQi  relative  to  that  part  of  SwifTerland,  and 
politely  fent  us  a  balkec  of  fruit,  the  pro- 
duce of  his  own  garden,  among  which  was 
a  lemon  of  uncommon  fize,  no  fmali  rarity 

Vol.  I.  G  far 
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for  a  country  fo  far  to  the  north  as  this  fj;- 
In  return  we  afkcd  him  to  fupper,  and  had  . 
the  pleafure  of  his  company.    The  next  day, 
unable  to  obtain  at  Rapperfchweil  as  many 
horfes  as  were  wanted,  we  repafifed  the  lake 
to  the  little  village  of  Utznach,  whence  we 
travelled  through   a  hilly  country,    highly 
cultivated  and  woody,    to  an   inn   on  the 
road   fide,    where  the  landlord    was   more 
obliging  (if  poffible)  than  our  honed  friend 
at  Zug ;  but  he  had  not  Jo  pretty  a  daughter^ 
However,  our  lofs  in  that  refpeft  was  m 
fome  meafure  made  up  by  the  polite  atten- 
tion of  the  fon,    an  officer  of  one  of  the 
Swifs  regiments  in  the  French  fervice.    The 
next  morning  we  continued  our  tour  over 
hills,  and  through   deep   valleys,  to  Heri- 
ftau,  in  the  canton  of  Appcnzel,  and  ixovw 
Herifeau  to  St.  Gall.    I  cannot  tell  you  how 
much  we  were  charmed  with  this  part  of 
Swiflerland.      It   is   laid   down    in   pafturc 
and  fmall  inclofures,  that  feem  quite  alive 
with  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants.     The 
kppearance  of  the  towns  and  villages  denotes 
the  fucccfsof  the  manufadtures,  which  confift 

of 
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t^f^mullins  f  nd  lincff.     They  are  very  con* 
fiderable  in  all  this  country  that  lies  between 
&.  Zurich  and  St.  Gall,  and  the  correfpondence 

of  the  different  houfes  mofl  extenfive  5  as 
the  former  of  thefe  articles  is  equal,  if  not 
fupcrior,  to  any  mad^  in  Europe.  A  tra- 
veller might  immediately  pronounce  on  th^ 
()rofperous  commerce  of  Herifeau,  from  its 
general  ^pearahce.  No  idlers  are  to  be 
fcen  in  the  ftreets,  nor  beggars  at  the  doors> 
but  the  whole  town  wears  the  happy  afpeii 
t>f  induftry  and  opulence* 

The  climate  of  this  charming  canton  iSj 
from  its  fuperior  elevation,  much  finer  than 
that  of  the  furrounding  countries,  as  the 
thick  vapours,  which  rife  in  the  winter 
months  from  the  lake  of  Conflance,  never 
reach  and  affedt  it.  In  the  fumnaer  it  has 
alfo  the  advantage  of  being  free  from  the 
intemperate  heats  which  are  often  felt  in 
the  plains  below.  Then  it  is  that  the  cool 
air  of  its  glens  and  valleys,  the  excellent 
quality  of  its  fountains,  its  milk,  its  honey, 
its  vegetables  and  fruits,  together  with  the 

G  a  rich 
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rich  and  extenfive  profpecfbs  that  furround 
ic,  attrafl  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries 
kfs  favoured  by  nature,  in  hopes  of  parti- 
cipating the  health  of  its  happy  people,  by 
breathing  for  fome  time  the  fanne  air,  and 
imitating  the  fanie  temperate  and  peaceful 

life. 

«, 
The  governnnent  is  democratic,  but  as 
the  religion  is  mixed,  the  canton  is  divided 
in  two  parts,  diftinguifhed  by  their  refpeftive 
names  of  interior  and  exterior  Rhodes  s  the 
former  inhabited  by  Roman  Catholics,  and 
the  latter  by  Protcftants.  Thefe  portions 
form  two  little  independent  ftates,  whofe 
government,  police,  and  finances,  are  dif- 
ferent 5  but  whofe  intereft  is  the  fame.  In 
each  divifion  every  male  at  fixteen  has  a 
vote  in  the  general  aflembly,  which  is  held 
annually,  either  in  the  open  air,  or  in  a 
church,  according  to  the  feafon  and  weather. 
In  thefe  aflfemblies  they  dtd:  the  magiftrates  •, 
the  principal  of  which  are  the  Landammann, 
Stathalter,  treafurer,  captain  general,  edile, 
and  (landard  bearer.    They  have  alfo  a  great 

and 
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and  Icfifer  council  for  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice  and  government.  Each  divifion  fends 
a  deputy  to  the  diet,  but  they  have  together 
but  one  voice  J  and  it  is  confequently  ne- 
ceflary  they  fhould  be  of  the  fame  opinion 
to  give  it  efFecl. 

The  inhabitants  of  Appenzel  were  origl* 
nally  fubjed  to  the  abbey  of  St,  Gall,  but 
impatient  of  the  opprefTion  and  rapacity  of 
that  monaftic  government,  in  1400  they 
followed  the  example  of  the  other  c«ntons  ia 
aflerting  their  liberty,  and  not  only  repulfed 
the  forces  of  the  abbey,  and  their  German 
allies,  but  carried  their  arms  into  Suabia 
and  the  Tirol.  However,  thcfe  rapid  con- 
quefts  were  not  efte(^ed  without  the  lofs  of 
men,  and  they  were  too  inconfiderable  a 
people  to  maintain  ofFcnfive  war  again  ft 
enemies  fo  much  more  powerful  than  them* 
felves.  Having  received  feveral  checks, 
particularly  at  the  fiege  of  Brigend,  they 
were  at  length  compelled  to  retreat  within 
the  boundaries  of  their  own  country,  where 
they  continued  in  an  unfettled  ftate  till  1513. 

G  3  They 
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They  were  then  admitted  into  the  general 
alliance  of  the  cantons,  and  ranked  as  the 
thirteenth.  Two  circumftances  are  men-» 
tioned  in  their  hiftory,  which  denote  the 
genuine  fimplicity  of  their  character.  When 
the  bifhop  of  Conftance,  to  whofe  fpiritual 
direftions  they  had  fubmitted,  had  on  fome 
trifling  oecafion  put  them  under  the  bana 
of  the  church,  they  called  a  general  aflembly 
for  the  purpofe  of  deliberating  on  this  affair, 
when  they  unanimoufly  determined,  that 
thiy  would  not  be  put  tender  the  hijbofs  ham<^ 
and  made  a  decree  of  their  refolution. 

The  other  happened  when  they  had  car-» 
ried  their  arms  into  JSuabia.  Having  taken 
by  llorm  one  of  xhe  enemy's  caftles,  they 
,abandoned  to  the  ilames  the  plate  and  rich 
furniture,  being  too  bufily  employed  in 
:dividing  equally  among  themfelves  a  large, 
quantity  of  pepper,  which  they  had  difco- 
vered.  The  Protellant  divifion  can  upon 
an  emergency  bring  10,000  men  into-  the 
iieid,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  4000.  Th^ 
population  amounts  to  5 1,200, — a  furprlzing 

number 


L  E  T  T  E  R    V.  87 

number  in  proportion  to  the  country's  ex- 
tent, which  contains  only  180  fquare  nniles> 
great  part  of  which  are  uninhabitable  nnoun- 
tains  'y  but  this  is  the  happy  effefl  of  their 
induftry  and  freedom. 

The  city  is,  I  think,  in  Tize  and  popula- 
tion, inferior  to  none  that  I  have  as  yet  feen 
in  SwifTerland,  and  in  commerce  it  is  much 
before  all,  as  is  evident  from  the  appearance 
of  its  bleaching  fields,  which  are  covered 
with  Jinens.     Though  fubjed  to  its  abbot, 
who  is  a  temporal  as  well  as  fpiritual  prince^ 
its  inhabitants  (who  are  all  Proteflants)  have 
the  government  in  their  own  hands,  whic(i 
is  a  mixture  of  ariftocracy  and  democracy. 
The   burghers  are  divided  into  fix  corpo- 
rations or  tribes,    exclufive   of   the  noble 
families.     Each  of  theie  tribes  eled  three 
tribunes  or  prefidents,  who  afTift  in  rotation. 
Twelve  fo  chofen  compofe  the  minor  coun- 
cil, with  an  addition  of  three  burgomafrers, 
and  ninecounfellors,  chofen  from  the  general 
body  of  the  citizens  j   to  thefe  twenty-four 
are  added  eleven  from  each  tribe  to  make  up 

thg 
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the  great  council  of  Ninety.  The  burghers 
ele(fl  their  burgomafter,  the  corporation  th^ 
tribunes,  and  the  fenate  choofe  their  mem- 
J>ers  from  the  council.  For  the  defence  of 
jlhe  city  the  burghers  are  divided  into  nine 
companies  of  militia,  one  of  artillery  men, 
and  two  of  grenadiers  ;  one  of  which  is  a 
troop  of  cavalry.  Ever  fince  the  feparatioa 
of  its  inhabitants  from  the  church  of  Rome, 
its  venerable  cathedral  is  frequented  only 
by  the  monks,  and  a  few  wandering  (Irangers. 
The  greater  part  of  this  country  is  the 
property  of  thefe  ufelefs  ccclefiaflics,  who, 
happily  for  them,  are  juft  out  6f  the  empe- 
ror's reach,  otherwife  he  v/ould  mod  pro- 
bably have  appropriated  their  revenues  ta 
better  purpofes  than  what  they  do,  and 
would  not,  I  think,  by  fuch  an  aft  excite 
the  refentment  of  the  citizens,  fo  much  as 
he  has  that  of  his  bigotted  fubjedls  in  the 
Auftrian  Netherlands. 


Conilance,  Aug.  ii. 
ON  leaving  the  canton  of  Appenzel  and 
Su   Gall,  we  entered  Turgow,  and  in  aU 

thefe 
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lliefe  countries  foynd  admirable  roads,  the 

confequence  of  their  commerce.     Frorp  St^ 

pall  our  route  lay  through   a  country  not 

lefs  fertile  or  pleafing  than  the  environs  of 

Herifeau.     Having  rode   a   few  hours,  we 

came  Suddenly  in  fight  of  the  lake  of  Con- 

ftance,    the   mod   noble   and   extenfive   in 

Europe,  and    then  defcended  to  Rorfhach, 

3  little  town   built  upon  its  margin.     This 

Jake  was  called  by  the  Romans  Acronius  ; 

it  now  has  three  names,  Bodmerzee,  Un- 

tcrzee,  and  Bodenzee,  or  rather  its  different 

divifions  are  fo  diftinguifhed.     Its  breadth 

is  fixteen  miles  taken   in  the  wideft  part, 

and  its  length   forty.     It  abounds  in  fifb, 

particularly  in   trout,  of  the  white  fpecies, 

many  of  them  weighing  from  thirty  to  forty 

pounds.     Having  examined  our  inn,  which 

was  not  over  excellent,  we  wandered  through 

the  town,  and  about  fun  fet  walked  on  the 

borders  of  the  lake,  furveying  its  unruffled 

furface    and    the    diftant    fhores.     Diredly 

oppofite  to  us  is   the  circle   of  Suabia  in 

permany  :  at  the  eaflern  extremity  immenfe 

mountains  on   the   confines  of   the  Tirol, 

which 


5»  T  R  A  V  ELS. 

which  p'rbjeft  over  the  water ;  and,  at  the 
other  end,  the  city  of  Conftance  and  its 
diftridt.  I  was  pleafed  beyond  defcription 
with  our  ficuation,  and  thankful  to  the  great 
Author  of  Nature  for  the  happinefs  I  en» 
joyed.  As  we  walked  back,  we  found  that 
the  inhabitants  of  this  town  were  mufical, 
and  liftened  for  fome  time  to  a  concert  well 
executed.  The  day  following  we  continued 
our  journey  along  the  lake  to  Conftance, 
the  ne  plus  ultra  of  our  tour  from  Geneva. 
This  city  was  the  winter  ftation  of  Con- 
flantius  Chlorus,  the  father  of  the  empcrcM: 
Conftantine,  and  fuppofed  to  have  been 
named  from  him.  It  was  taken  from  the 
Komans  by  Attila  king  of  the  Huns,  and 
afterwards  became  fubjeft  to  the  monarchs 
of  France,  by  whom  it  was  confiderably 
enlarged,  and  ftrongly  fortified.  The  em* 
peror  Charles  the  fifth  annexed  it  to  the, 
Auftrian  territories,  part  of  which  it  dill  is, 
and  enjoys  privileges  and  imnr;unities*"which 
are  not  granted  to  the  other  cities  of 
Suabia.  Neverthelefs,  it  is  much  declined 
from  its  ancient  grandeur  and  population  ^ 

for 


LETTER    V.  9 1 

/or  though  well  built,  there  are  not  inha- 
bitants to  occupy  its  houfes.  However^  tlxe 
change  of  government  at  Geneva  in  1771 
has  added  confiderably  to  the  number,  and 
improved  its  commerce.  The  emperor  has 
in  conlequence  wifely  permitted  them  the 
free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  done 
every  thing  that  can  induce  them  to  con* 
tinue  there. 

The  council  of  Conftance  took  place  in 
1414.  It  aifembled  at  the  inftigation  of 
the  emperor  Sigifmund,  to  make  an  end  of 
the  fcandalous  fchifm  that  then  exifted  m 
the  church  of  Ron^e  j  when  three  petended 
fucceflbrs  of  St.  Peter  roamed  about,  vent- 
ing their  curfes  and  excommunications  on 
one  another,  and  on  the  adherents  of  their 
adverfe  parties,  while  each  declared  himfelf 
infallible.  Unhappily  for  their  divine  au- 
thority, t'he  council  at  the  end  of  four  years 
depofed  l^oth,  and  elected  in.  their  (lead 
Martin  the  fifth.  It  alfo  condemned  the 
do£lrines  of  our  WicklifF  as  damnable  and 
heretical,  and  in  its  bigot  zeal  fentenced  to 

the- 
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the  flames  Jerome  of  Prague,  and  John 
Hufs,  who  were  in  confequence  burnt,  al- 
though the  latter  had  a  pafs,  and  aflTurance 
of  fafety  given  him  by  the  emperor.  This 
celebrated  council  confided  of  four  patri- 
archs, 29  cardinals,  346  prelates,  564  abbots 
and  dodcors,  attended  by  not  lefs  than  80OQ 
ftcular  princes  and  noblemen. 


SchaiFhaufen,  Aug.  12. 

THE  lake  of  Conflance,  like  thofe  of 
Lucerne  and  Geneva,  receives  its  river,  (the 
Rhine)  at  one  extremity,  and,  according  to 
the  vulgar  error,  difcharges  it  unmixed  with 
its  own  body  at  the  other.  We  were  re- 
commended by  our  landlord  (whofe  good 
charader  may  be  read  in  his  cpuntena.ice) 
to  go  by  water  to  Stein;  and  accordirgly 
having  walked  to  the  village  of  Srckbcrn, 
two  miles  from  Conftance,  we  hired  a  boat* 
and  embarkedon  the  inferior  lake.  Six  hours* 
and  two  indefatigable  boatmen,  brought  us 
to  the  place  of  our  deftination  ;  but  the 
time  feemed  fhort,  as  the  richfcenery  of  the 

furround- 
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furrounding  country  entirely  diverted   our 

attention  fronm    our   watches.     The   nearer 

we  approached  Stein,  the  more  we  perceived 

the  force  of  the  current;  fo  that  at  a  fmall 

di (lance  from   the    place  it  became  quite 

rapid,  being  contradted  in  a  narrow  channel 

where  the  lake   terminates,  and  the  Rhine 

begins.    Stein  being  in  the  circle  of  Suabia^ 

we  lay  that  night  in  Germany.    It  is  a  little 

town   of   no  great  trade,    though  fo    well 

fituatcd.      The   chief   employment   of  the 

inhabitants    is  in   agriculture,    which  they 

carry  on  to  advantage  from  the  fertility  of 

the  foil.     Their  herds  are   tended  by  one 

man,    who,  at  dawn  of  day,    walks  round 

the  town,  and  with  his  bugle  horn  gives  the 

people  notice  to  drive  out   their  cattle  to 

him  ;  and  when  he  returns  in  the  evening, 

informs   them  by   the   fame  means  of  his 

arrival. 

The  next  day  we  travelled  along  the 
woody  banks  of  the  river,  which  winds  down 
its  courfe  in  a  fwifr,  clear,  and  deep  ftream 
to  Schaffhaufen,    the  capital  of  its  canton. 

The 
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The  town  is  large,  and,  upon  the  whole^j 
not  ill  built.  The  inhabitants  are  fond  of 
painting  their  houfts  on  the  outfide,  and  of* 
covering  them  with  glazed  tiles  of  various 
colours.  In  the  upper  divifion  is  a  large 
tower  or  bulwark^  which  in  early  days  was 
the  principal  fortrefs  of  the  town,  and  pro- 
bably ferved  as  a  citadel  j  but  is  now  of 
little  ufe. 

The  only  obje6l  defervfngof  attention  in 
Schaffhaufen  is  the  bridge  over  the  Rhine* 
The  river  is  fo  extremely  rapid,  that  feveral 
built  of  ftonfe  have  been  carried  away  by 
the  force  of  the  current ;  and  the  magiftrates, 
after  the  deftru6lion  of  the  lad  in  1754,  were 
at  a  lofs  how  to  rqplace  it,  when  Ulrich 
Gruebman,  a  common  carpenter  of  Ap* 
penzel  (to  whom  nature,  by  way  of  com-* 
penfation  for  the  moft  unfavourable  appear- 
ance, had  given  an  uncommon  genius)  pro- 
pofed  to  throw  a  wooden  bridge  of  one 
arch  acrofs  the  ftream,  which  is  between  three 
a4id  four  hundred  feet  in  breadth.  This 
offer,  though  it  aftonilhed  thofe  to  whom 

it 


LETTER    V.  si 

it  was  made,  was  in  part  accepted/    The}'' 
employed  him  in  the  undertaking,  but  dif- 
truftful  of  his  ability  to  execute  what  he 
had  propofed,  ordered  him  to  make  uie  of 
the  center  pier  of  the  late  (lone  bridge  as 
a  prop  for  the  new  building.     This  injutic- 
tion  he   literally   obeyed,    though  he  was. 
determined  for  his  own  fame  (as  ambition 
is  the  foul  of  genius)  to  efFed  what  he  had 
originally    intended.      He    fo   formed    the 
bridge,  that  no  portion   of  its  weight  fell 
upon  this  pier ;  and  thus  it  is,  though  not 
in  appearance,  one  arch,  the  angle  of  which 
is  not  lefs  than  45  degrees,  over  a  river  that 
meafures   between  three  and  four  hundred 
feet.     Does  not  this  bring  to  your  recollec- 
tion  the  celebrated  one-arched  bridge   of 
Pont  y  ty  Pridd  over  the  TaafF  in  Glamor- 
ganlhire,  and  its  ingenious  builder  Edwards? 

Hiftory  informs  us,  that  Schaffhaufen 
originated  from  an  abbey  of  Benedictine 
monks,  founded  in  loji  by  Eberard  Count 
of  Nelemburg.  In  1330  it  was  fold  by  the 
Houfe  of  Bavaria   to  Frederick  Duke  of 

Auftria, 
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Auftria,  in  whofe  family  it  continued  nekt 
a  century,    and   performed   fignal   militarj^ 
fervices.     In  1424  it  leagued  with  ZuricFi 
and  St.  Gall,  and   thirty  years  after  joined 
the  confederacy  at  Zurich,  Berne,  Lucerne^ 
Schweitz,    Uri,     and    Underwalden.      The 
religion  of  this  canton   is   Proteftant,    the 
reformation    having    been   introduced   here 
by  Riegiiis  Ritterus,  and  Hoffmeifter.    The 
government  feems  originally  to  have  been 
formed  by  the  Dukes  of  Auftria,  at  a  time 
when  the  town  was  fubjedl  to  their  autho- 
rity.    Frederic,  In  1411,  divided  the  whole 
body  of  the  burghers  in  12  tradefmens' com- 
panies called  Abbeys,  or  Ziinfte  s  each  of 
which  was  to  ele6t  a  certain  number  for  the 
councils.     This  form  dill  remains,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  changes  made  in  1689., 
The  twelve  abbeys  fend  each  five  deputies? 
to  compofe   the  great  council  of  fixty,  and 
two  for  the  lefTer  of  twenty-four  or  fenate ; 
fo   that   thefe    combined    aflemblies,    with 
their  burgomafter  or  prefidcnt,  amount  to 
eighty- five. 

The 
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The  law  ena£ls  that  every  vacancy  fhould 
ibe  filled  up  within  four  hours  after  the  death' 
of  a  member,  and  on  the  eighth  day  after 
the  cledlion  the  perfon  chofen  is  admitted 
by  the  lefTer  council,  provided  there  be  no 
legal  objedtion  to  him.  He  takes  what  is 
called  the  Oath  of  Purgation,  which  is,  that 
he  has  neither  corrupted  the  eledlors,  nor 
made  ufe  of  any  intrigue  to  procure  their 
voices;  and  what  will  feem  wonderful  to 
you  in  England^  there  is  ilo  inftance  of  any 
member  having  perjured  himfelf  on  this 
occafion.  The  burgomafter,  ftathalter,  and 
two  treafurers  are  elefled  by  a  plurality  of 
Voices  in  the  great  council,  with  which  the 
fupreme  power  refl:s>  the  different  branches 
of  the  executive  government ;  fuch  as  the 
police,  civil  and  criminal  jurifdiflion,  public 
ceconomy,  military  department,  &c.  being 
committed  to  fubordinate  chambers,  where 
they  are  tranfafted  in  a  manner  very  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  other  ariftocracies  in  SwiiTer- 
land,  Theyeftimace  the  population  of  this 
canton,  including  the  city,  at  30,000  fouls; 
But  what  makes  Schaffhaufen  the  refort  of 

YoL.  I,  H  [q 
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fo  many  travellers,  is  the  famous  fall  of  the 
Rhine,  about  a  mile  from  the  town. 

The  river,  a  little  below  the  bridge,  is  fo 
rapid,  as  to  make  it  impofiible  for  any  boat 
to  attempt  the  current,  fo  that  the  fall  might 
be  faid  to  begin  there. 

We  were  condudled  by  our  guide  to  the 
place,    where   we    faw   with    aftonifbment 
the   whole   body   of    the  Rhine    tumbling 
with  a  noife  of  thunder  down  a   declivity 
of  eighty   feet,    and   producing  clouds   of 
fpar  that  rofe  to  a  confiderable  height.    We 
took  a  boat,  and  croffed  the  ftream  to  a 
rock  that  leans  direflly  over  it,  where  we 
beheld   it  in  different  points  of  view,  from 
a  little  winding  walk  that  leads  from  the 
fummit  almoil   down  to  the  water.     The 
light  and  found  of  this  catara6l  were  tre- 
mendous, but  what  muft  be  the  falls  of  Nia- 
gara ?  We  were  informed  that  Loutherburg, 
who  is  a  native  of  SwifTcrland,  is  now  in 
this  country,  and  means,  in  a  few  days,  to 
paint  this  wonderful  fcene.     Should  he  do 

it 
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itjuftice,  the  pidlure  mud,  from  the  fubj eft 
it  reprefents,  be  very  interefting,  and  receive 
great  attention  in  England. 

Unfortunately  for  travellers  there  is  only 
Oiie  inn  at  SchafFhaufen,  and  this  kept  by 
a  man^  who,  from  riding  a  good  horfe,  and 
being  enrolled  in  the  town  militia,  is  be* 
come  fo  infufFcrably  proud,  as  to  forget  th6 
humble  duties  of  his  ftation.  The  animal 
may  be  eafily  known  by  a  fmart  cocked  hat^ 
a  fierce  pair  of  jack  boots,  and  a  tail  that 
hangs  down  to  his  heels. 

He  confiders  himfelf  a  gentlenrian,  and 
behaves  to  thofe,  whom  neceflity  forces  to 
his  houfc,  with  unpardonable  infolence  5 
infomuch,  that  a  few  years  ago  he  was 
kicked  down  (lairs  by  fome  German  ofiicers, 
who  fhewed  the  coxcomb  how  well  they 
knew  to  refent  the  impertinence  of  a  mili- 
tary innkeeper. 
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Bafil,  Aug.  14,   ly^jo 

11JAD  we  not  feen  the  mofl:  beautiful  coun- 
tries imaginable  fince  our  departure 
from  Urferen,  we  probably  might  have  been 
pleafed  with  our  firft  day's  journey  from 
Sebaffhaufen;  but  as  it  was,  we  were  by 
no  means  fo.  On  the  contrary,  it  appeared 
chearlcfs  and  uninterefting  ;  that  is,  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  canton  from  Scaffhaufen 
to  Waldlhut.  For  with  the  lad  ftage  to 
Dogguerne,  we  had  every  reafon  to  be  fatif- 
fied,  particularly  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine 
at  Waldfnut,  where  the  river  winds  under 
the  town,  and  a  little  on  this  fide  wafhes 
one  of  the  boldefl  natural  terraces  I  ever 
faw,  over  which  the  public  road  pafles,  Ac 
Dogguerne  we  beheld  in  our  landlord  Con- 
rad Ebner  a  moil  fingular  and  venerable 
figure,  the  genuine  reprefentative  of  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  this  country.  He  is 
a  man  in  years,  much  above  fix  feet  high, 
large  and  well  proportioned.     His  hair  is 

thicks 
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thick,  fhort  and  grey,  his  beard  long,  and 
whiter  than  his  head.  His  drcfs  is  that  of 
the  country,  which  has  continued  many 
centuries  without  any  alteration,  and  is  as 
follows.  On  the  head  the  men  put  a  fnnall 
ftraw  hat  curioufly  cocked,  and  tied  with 
ribbons.  This  hat  (if  I  might  fo  call  it) 
IS  only  meant  for  ornament,  as  the  crown 
is  not  above  three  inches  in  diameter,  and 
two  in  depth.  Inftead  of  a  coat  they  wear 
a  jacket,  under  which  iht^y  gird  themfelves 
with  a  broad  leathern  bdi.  Their  breeches 
are  fimilar  to  thofe  worn  in  England  in  the 
golden  days  of  queen  Befs,  or  what  are  dill 
feen  among  the  common  people  of  Holland  j 
that  is,  prepofteroufly  large  above,  and 
clofe  at  the  knees.  They  faften  their  fhoes 
with  ftrings,  over  which  the  upper  leathers 
or  vamps  turn  back,  and  reach  to  the  middle 
of  their  feet.  The  finguiarity  of  the  wo- 
mens  drefs  confifts  in  their  (hort  petticoats 
that  fall  but  very  little  below  the  knee:  in 
their  (hoes,  which  refemble  thofe  of  the. 
jnen  j  and  in  their  head  drefs,  the  fore  part 
^i  which    is  clofely  bound  up,    whilft  iho. 

H  3  hair 
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hair  behind  ^  hangs  down  to  the  foiall  of 
their  backs  in  thin  braided  tail$.  We  were 
very  dcfirous  of  converfing  with  our  vener- 
able hod,  but  he  was  quite  ignorant  of  the 
French,  and  we  of  the  German  language. 

The  emperor,  when  he  pafled  through 
this  country,  called  to  fee  him,  and  wa^ 
not  only  delighted  with  his  drefs  and  figure, 
but  with  his  converfation  and  manners. 
Indeed,  the  gentlenefs  of  his  difpofition  is 
Hianifeft  in  his  every  adion.  Early  the  next 
morning,  having  taken  honed  Conrad  by 
the  hand,  we  left  Dogguerne,  and  travelled 
through  woods  of  noble  oak,  the  remains 
of  the  Hercynian,  or  Black  Fored,  which  is 
fo  particularly  defcribed  by  Csefar  in  his 
Gallic  war.  I  had  determined  on  reading 
this  defcription  in  the  wood,  and  in  con- 

•  I  am  informed  by  an  ingenious  friend,'  who  is  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  manners  and  drefs  of  the  Ger« 
man  people  (having  long  refided  among  them  as  a  foreign 
minifter)  that  this  manner  of  wearing  the  hair  is  peculiar 
to  unmarried  women,  and  denotes  their  celibacy*  When 
no  longer  fmgle,  the  chignon  is  turned  up,  and  fattened  on 
iht  top  of  the  head  by  a  large  pin  or  ikewcr. 

fequenc^ 
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/cquence  carried  his  Commentaries  in  my 

pocket.     As  I  think  the  tranflation  will  not 

be  impertinent  in  this  place,  I   (hall  take 

the  liberty  of  inferting  it,     Casfar  firft  ob- 

ferv«,  "  that  this  foreft  was  known  to  Era- 

**  tollhenes  and  other  Greeks,   and  by  then^ 

**  called  Orcynia,"    In  the  fubfequent  chap* 

ter  he  continues,    **  The  breadth    of  this 

"  Hercynian  foreft  above-mentioned  is  an 

**  expeditious  journey   of  nine  days,  for  it 

"  cannot   otherwife   be  defined,    nor  have 

"  they   afcertained    the   meafure   of    thefe 

"  journeys.     It  firft  rifes  on  the  borders  of 

*'  the  Helvetii,  the  Nemetes,  and  Rauraci, 

*^  and  extends  from  the  right  fide  of  the 

"  Danube  to  the  frontiers  of  the  Dacians 

*^  and  Anartes.     Here   it  bends  to  the  left 

*^  through  regions  at  a   diftance   from   the 

*'  river,  and   reaches  the  confines  of  many 

*'  nations  from  its  great  extent  -,  nor  is  there 

**  any  one  in   this  part  of  Germany,  who 

*'  can  fay  that  he  ever  arrived  at  the  place 

"  where  the  wood  begins,  although  he  had 

'<  travelled  fixty  days,  or  that  has  even  heard 

^l  where  it  firft  rifes. 

H  4  «  There 
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*'  There  are  many  kinds  of  wild  beafls 
^^  in  it,  which  are  not  known  elfewhere, 
**  Among  fuch  as  differ  from  all  others,  and 
''  fhould  be  tranfmitted  to  memory,  are 
*^  thefe.  The  firft  is  an  ox  formed  like  ^ 
f*  (lag.  From  the  center  of  its  forehead 
f^  between  the  ears  rifcs  a  high  horn,  ftraiter 
5^  than  is  generally  feen.  At  the  fummit 
«*  of  this  horn,  branches  like  thofe  of  the 
**  palm  tree,  fpread  out.  The  male  and 
f  female  are  fimilar  to  each  other,  their 
"  horns  being  of  the  fame  form  and  fize.'* 
Csefar  then  proceeds  to  mention  the  two 
others,  which  1  (hould  fuppofe  to  be  the 
elk  and  buffalo.  Should  you  wifh  to  refrefh 
your  memory,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
the  twenty-feventh  and  twenty-eighth  chap* 
ters  in  the  fixth  book  of  his  Gallic  war. 

We  travelled,  as  you  will  CuppofQ^  with 
great  pleafure  through  what  remains  of  this 
claflical  wood,  which  is  now  called  the 
Schv/artzwald,  paffed  Laufenbourg,  and  the 
foreft  towns  of  Seeking^en  and  Rheinfelden^ 

and 
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and  in  the  evening  arrived  at  Bafil  or  Bafie, 
where  we  now  are. 


This  city,  called  by  the  Romans  Bafilea 
Rauracorum,  is  fituated  on  uneven  ground, 
and  divided  in  two  unequal  parts  by  the 
Rhine,  which  forms  a  noble  arch  as  it  pafTes 
under  the  windows  of  the  houfes.  The 
fmaller  divifion  on  the  north  eaft  commu- 
nicates with  the  larger  by  a  ftrong  bridge  of 
Hone,  and  the  whole  town  is  fortified.  It 
was  formerly  an  epifcopal  fee  under  the 
metropolitan  of  Befangon,  and  its  bilhop  a 
prince  of  the  empire.  But  he  being  at- 
tacked by  the  Proteflants,  fled  from  Bafil 
to  Perentru  in  Alface,  and  his  chapter  to 
Freyburg  in  Brifgaw.  The  cathedral,  builc 
by  one  of  the  German  emperors  (I  believe 
Henry  Auguftus)  is  a  curious  Gothic  ftruc- 
ture.  Its  materials  are  red  ftone  of  a  very 
deep  colour,  found  near  the  town.  Wc 
vifited  the  arfenal  and  the  palace,  where  the 
councils,  Sec.  convene ;  but  what  princi- 
pally engaged  our  attention  were  the  library, 
ere  we  faw  a  curious  manufcript  of  Virgil 

and 
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and  the  Alcoran,  together  with  the  rcpo* 

fitory  of  Amberbach  and  Erafmus,  which 

belong  to   the   univerfity.     Thefe   contain 

many  original  drav/ings,  and  a  dead  Chrift 

by  Holbens,  who  was  a  native  of  this  city. 

There  is  alfo  another  work  by  this  great  artift; 

painted  in  frefco  againft  the  wall  of  a  church, 

which  has  confiderable  merit.     This  is  the 

dance  of  deaths,  a  fubjedl  rather  fingular, 

Bafil    has  the   honor   of  having   produced 

many  great  men,  and  of  having  been  fomc 

time  the  rcfidence  of  that  elegant  Latinift 

Erafmus,    who  died   and  was  buried  here 

in  1536.     It  can  alfo  boaft  of  the  two  Ga- 

licions,    the   inventors  of   ordinary   paper, 

and  of  Richel,  who  firft  began   the  art  of 

printing  in   14785  that  is,   I  fuppofe,  who 

fet  up  a  regular  ofiice  for  that  bufinefs,  as 

the  art  was  invented  and  exercifed  by  Schef*^ 

fer  of  Mentz  in  the  year  1450. 

In  the  government  of  Bafil  the  citizens 
alone  are  eligible  to  public  employments: 
the  fovereign  power  is  lodged  in  the  two 
councils  united  -,   the  greater  confiding  of 

216 
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216  members  chofen  from  the  eighteen 
tribes  of  the  larger  and  fmaller  divifion  of 
the  city,  and  the  minor  council  compofed  of 
fixty,  fele<Sled  from  the  fifteen  tribes  of  the 
larger  divifions.  The  two  burgomaflers, 
and  four  chief  tribunes,  make  up  280.  The 
fovereign  council,  which  generally  alTembles 
on  the  firft  and  third  Sunday  of  every  month, 
decides  on  all  the  great  oeconomical  and 
political  bufinefs  of  government,  exercifes 
the  power  qf  legiflation,  and  difpofes  of 
the  principal  employments.  The  lefler  coun- 
icil  is  cprnpofed  of  two  divifions,  oyer  each 
prefide  a  burgomafter,  and  chief  tribune, 
yfho  fucceeds  the  former  in  cafe  of  death. 
They  govern  by  turns,  each  being  a  year  ia 
office,  and  enter  on  their  charge  at  Mid- 
fummer.  They  judge  in  all  criminal  caufes, 
decide  on  matters  of  appeal  from  the 
burghers,  prefent  to  church  benefices,  and 
appoint  all  inferior  offices  in  the  police. 
The  other  principal  tribunals  are  the  council 
of- ftate  called  the  thirteen,  the  oeconomic 
chamber,  affembly  of  appeal  for  the  canton^ 
that  for  the  government  of  churches  and 
colleges,    the  chamber  of  commerce,   the 

confiftory 
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confj/lory  for  matrimonial  caufes,  and  the 
court  of  common  law.  The  military  con- 
fids  of  Cix  companies  of  burghers,  and  twa 
regiments  of  the  canton,  each  containing 
nine  companies  of  fufileers,  one  of  grena- 
diers, and  a  troop  of  dragoons.  The  popu- 
lation is  about  24,000  fouls.  The  clergy, 
whofe  head  or  fuperior  is  the  chief  paftor 
of  the  cathedral,  form  a  convocation  in  the 
city,  and  three  chapters  in  the  country. 
They  are  excluded,  not  only  in  Bafil,  but 
in  all  the  Proteftant  cantons  of  Swiflerland, 
from  any  fiiare  in  tne  public  adminiftratioHa 
#xcept  in  trials  for  adultery  and  fornication, 
and  m  thefe  they  only  affift  the  civil  ma- 
gifirates  appointed  for  that  purpofe.  I  car>« 
not  take  leave  of  Bafil  without  mentioning 
a  large  magazine  and  gallery  of  prints, 
\vhich  is  as  well  furnifhed  as  any  in  London, 
Boydeli's  not  excepted.  The  proprietor, 
Mr.  Mechel,  conducled  me  through  a  vari- 
ety of  apartments  hung  with  the  molt  rare 
and  excelknt,  and  (hrwcd  me  his  numerous 
-workmen,  whom  he  continually  employs  in 
etching  and  engraving.   His  correfponcence 

luufc 
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tnufl:  be  very  extenfive  to  make  this  great 
branch  of  bufinefs  anfwer  5  but  what  fur- 
prizes  me  is,  that  he  Ihould  have  fettled  'm 
a  town  fo  inconfiderable  as  Bafil,  though 
the  largeft  in  Swiflerland. 


Neufchatel,  Auguft  i5. 

HAD  we  found  between  Bafil  and  Bienne 
a  country  abounding  in  fuch  rich  landflcip 
as  we  have  feen  on  the  greater  part  of  our 
Swifs  tour,  wc  (hould  have  been  furfeited 
with  delicacies;  but  fortunately  we  met 
with  fcenes,  which  from  their  variety  were 
calculated  to  refrefh  and  flrengthen,  not 
cloy  our  appetites,  being  fimilar  to  thofe 
we  had  left  behind  us  in  the  defcent  of  Ur- 
fcren,  fuch  as  mountains,  rocks,  precipices, 
and  water-falls.  We  lay  the  £rfi:  night  at 
Munfter,  a  place  too  fmall  for  a  town,  and 
too  large  for  a  village,  and  the  next  morning 
arrived  at  Bienne,  the  capital  of  its  republic, 
and  an  ally  of  the  cantons.  Wc  found  it  well 
built,   and  well  kept,  or,  in  other  words, 

as 


tio  TRAVELS. 

as  clean  as  any  town  we  had  vifited  in  Swif. 
ferlandi     It  is  fituatcd  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Jura,  in  a  fine  country,  rich  in  paflure,  woodi 
and  vines,  but  thewine  is  not  much  efteemedi 
Of  the  government  of  thefe  fmaller  repub- 
lics, I  (hall  not  enter  into  a  detail,  as  I  have 
already  put  your  patience  to  a  fevere  trials 
in  writing  thofe  of  the  cantons*     Let   me 
only  obferve,  that  this  of  Bienne  is  arifto* 
cratic,  confiding  of  a  great  and  lefTer  coun- 
cil ;   the  latter  was  for  fome  time  almoft 
abfolute,  and  even  now  indeed  enjoys  much 
the  greater  fhare  of  the  public  adminiftra- 
tion.     We  walked  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from   the  town  to  its  lake,  on   which  we 
embarked  in  the  afternoon,  and  were  rowed 
by   three   men,    and   a   woman,    whom    we 
thought  much  too   pretty  for  fo  laborious 
an  employment ;    but  fhe,  though  French, 
was  obedient  to  the  commands  of  her  huf- 
band,  and  pulled  luftily  at  the  oar.    I  thirvk 
this  inferior  in  point  of  fcenery  to  the  lake 
of  Lucerne,  but  preferable  to  that  of  Zu- 
rich, as  it  is  lefs  uniform,  and  more  roman- 
tic.    We  proceeded  along  its  rocks   and 

filenc 
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filent  fliores,  till  we  came  oppofite  the  little 
ifland  of  St.  Pierre,  where  we  diredlcd  the 
boatmen   to  land  us  5  and  oh  !  with  what 
pleafure  did  we  fet  foot  on  this  charming 
fpot,  which  afforded  an  afylum  to  fo  great 
a  genius  as  Rouffeau,    when  forced  to  fly 
from  his  native  city.     It  is  about  two  miles 
in  circumference,  and  contains  almod  every 
thing  within  it  that  can  contribute  either  to 
its  proper  ornament,  or  to  the  ufe  of  the 
inhabitants.    Wood,  water,  corn  land,  paf- 
ture,  and  vineyard.     On  landing  we  walked 
up  to  the  fummit  of  the  ifland  along  a  fide- 
land  glade,  where  we  found  a  fummer-houfe 
built   by  Rouffeau.     From    this  place  we 
defcended  on  the  other  fide  to  his  habitation, 
in  which  the  farmer  with  whom  he  lived  is 
now  refident.     Flaving  walked  up  (lairs  to 
the  room  in  which  he  lay,  and  examined  the 
houfe  as  particularly  as  if  we  had  carried 
with  us  a  fearch  warrant,  you  may  be  fure 
we  were  very  inquifitive    with   the  honeft 
man,  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  Jean 
Jaques  paffed  his  time.     He  told  us  that  in 
fummer,  when  the  weather  would  permit. 
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he  fanntered  in  the  woods,  or  was  oni  oni 
the  lake  -,  that  he  would  often  meet  and 
pafs  by  him  unperceived,  and  that  he  was 
generally  filent,  thoughtful,  and  melancholy. 
He  was  for  fome  time  the  inhabitant  of  this 
ifland,  which  belongs  to  the  ftates  of  Berne  j 
and  they  (to  their  difgrace  be  it  fpoken) 
were  prevailed  upon  by  the  government  of 
Geneva  to  drive  Iiim  from  an  afylum,  in 
which  otherwife  he  probably  would  have 
continued  to  his  death* 

We  croflTed  over  from  this  ifland  to  the 
little  town  of  Neuville,  where  we  lay  that 
flight,  and  the  next  morning  travelled 
through  a  country  of  vineyards  along  the  lake,, 
which  here  takes  its  name  from  Neufchatelj^ 
where  we  arrived  in  a  few  hours  after  our 
departure  from  Neuville.  This  town  is 
tnoft  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a 
fteep  hill  that  rifes  from  the  water,  and  is 
much  the  bed  built  of  any  that  we  have 
hitherto  feen  in  Swiflerland.  Its  fituation^ 
tocrether  with  the  abundance,  the  excellence, 
and  the  moderate  price  of  provifions,  make 

il 
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It  a  place  of  great  refort  for  foreigners,  and 
confequently  its  improvement  is  very  pro- 
greflive.  We  faw  feveral  workmen  bufily 
employed  in  the  conftrudtion  of  fome  hand-* 
fome  dwelling  houfes,  and  a  public  hall ; 
which,  though  fmall,  being  proportioned 
to  the  fize  of  the  town,  difplays  much  tafte 
in  architedure. 

Neufchatel  was  originally  governed  by  its 
own  Counts,  the  defcendants  of  Amo,  who 
Jived  at  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury.    After  the  extindlion  of  this   family 
and  its   fucceflbrs,    the  lad  of  which  was 
Mary  of  Orleans,  duchefs  of  Nemours,  who 
died  in  1707,  feveral  princes  laid  claim  to 
the  fovereignty,  and  agreed   that  their  pre- 
tenfions  (hould  be  decided  by  the  dates  of 
Neufchatel.     Thefe  accordingly  afTembled, 
and  having  refolved  on  certain  preliminary 
conditions  of  government  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  all  their  former  privileges,  rights 
and  immunities,  the  obfervation  of  which 
was   fworn   to  by   the  different   pretenders 
before  the  determination  of  the  dates :  they 
Vol.  L  I  decided 
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decided  in  favor  of  the  king  of  Pruflla,  af 
heir  to  the  Houfe  of  Challons,  the  fannily 
of  fonne  of  their  former  Counts ;  and  to  hint 
fwore  allegiance,  after  having  adminifteredl 
the  proper  oaths.  He  is  reprefented  by 
a  governor,  who  under  his  diredion  difpofes 
of  the  civil  and  nailitary  employnnents,  the 
principal  of  which  are  thofe  of  the  date  coun- 
fellors  :  of  the  chancellor :  of  the  attorney 
and  folicitor  general :  of  the  chief  con:i- 
mifTary :  of  the  caftellans :  of  the  mayors 
and  prefident  of  the  court  of  juftice  :  nei- 
ther of  which  can,  according  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  be  offered  to  any  but  a  burgher 
or  fubjed,  originally  of  Neufchatel.  In- 
deed the  only  public  charge,  that  can  be 
given  to  a  foreigner,  is  that  of  governor. 

The  conftitutiori  is  compofed  of  three 
eftates,  reprefented  by  twelve  members,  four 
nobles,  four  high  officers  called  caftellans, 
and  four  counfeliors  of  the  town.  In  them 
and  the  governor  (whofe  confent  is  neceflary 
to  make  valid  every  law  and  refolution)  the 
fupreme  power  refides.    The  moft  impor- 

tafiE 
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tant  conditions  propofed  to  and  accepted 
by  the  Houfe  of  Brandenburg  before  its 
fuccefllon  were,  that  the  rule  and  authority 
of  the  ftate  can  exift  no  where  but  in  the 
flate,  confequently  that  the  prince  in  his 
abfcnce  can  only  fpeak  to  the  people  bf 
the  governor  and  ftate  council :  that  no 
fubje6l  can  be  judged  elfewhere  than  in; 
the  principality,  and  by  the  confiitutional 
judges :  that  the  interefls  of  the  people  are 
feparate  fronn  thofe  of  the  prince's  German 
dominions  :  or,  in  other  words,  that  Neuf-- 
chatel  fhould  not  enter  into  any  of  the  king 
of  PrufTia's  wars :  and  finally,  that  the  in- 
'habitants  might  engage  in  any  foreign  fer- 
vice.  Thus  this  little  ftate  being  conddered 
as  independent  of  the  PrufTian  territories^ 
and  the  ally  of  the  Swifs  cantons,  is  not 
cxpofed  to  the  incurfions  of  an  enemy,  when 
their  prince  is  at  war  with  any  power  on 
the  confines  of  Swiflerland, 

As  the  political  fituation  of  this  princi-J 
pality  is  fo  very  fingular,  being  in  great 
mcafure  free,  though  fubjed:  to  a  prince, 

I  ^  whofe 
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whofe  authority  in  all  his  other  dominioBj 
is  abfolute,  I  ftiall  beg   leave  to   dwell  a 
Iktle  longer  on  the  fubjcd ;.  and  here   let 
me  obferve,  that  I  neither  cxpedb  nor  merit 
your  praife  for  what  I  have  written  to  you 
on  the  government  of  the  cantons  and  their 
allies,  as  I,,  like  all  modern  travellers,  have 
done  little   more    than    tranflate   from  the 
hiftories  of  the  country.     Do  not  fuppofe 
that  in  a  few  weeks  any  pcrfoa,  however 
induftrious,  has  time,  or  even  inclination, 
in  fuch  a  charming  part  of  the  world  as 
this  is,  to  aflc  many  qucftions    on  govern- 
nient.     Indeed  it  would  in  every  refpe(5t  be 
ill  judged.     In  the  firft  place,    as   giving 
much  unneccflary  trouble   by  the  inquiry  -, 
and  again,  in   probably  not  receiving  fuf- 
ficient  information.     What  foreigner  would 
think   of  confulting  an  Eaglilh  gentleman 
on   the  Hiftory   and   Conftitution  of  Great 
Britain,  when  there  are  fo  many  excellent 
books  on  the  fubjeft  ?   But  to  proceed  :— 
The  inhabitants  of  Neufchatel  cannot   be 
cried  for  any  crime  without  having  previous 
intimation  of  their  judges:  all  punilhments 

and 
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and  fines  are  determined  by  law  :  and  in 
all  criminal  matters  the  prince  has  the 
power  of  pardoning  the  culprit.  How 
fimilar  are  thofe  to  fome  of  the  mod  effen- 
tial  privileges  of  our  conftitution  !  The 
property  of  the  inhabitants  cannot  be  fub- 
jed  to  any  new  contribution  :  the  land-tax 
(which  is  very  moderate)  may  be  paid  either 
in  money  or  kind,  and  the  commerce  i& 
pofiefled  of  the  mod  extenfive  immunities, 
as  not  being  fubjedl  to  any  export  or  import 
duty :  in  confcquence  of  all  this,  the  re- 
venues  of  the  prince  are  very  fmall,  not 
amounting  to  more  than  100,000  French 
livres,  or  4,166/.  13  j.  4^.  Englifh.  This 
happy  conftitution,  which  is  made  up  of  fb 
many  advantages  for  the  fubje£l,  is  naturally 
productive  of  general  opulence  and  prof- 
perity.  Several  branches  of  trade  arc  car- 
ried on  with  great  fuccefs,  particularly 
watch-making,  lapidary  work,  and  lace 
manufa(flurcs,  which  the  inhabitants  export 
to  a  very  confiderable  amount, 

I  3  The 
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The  population  amounts  to  fix  and  thirty, 
thoufdnd  fouls — an  iomnenfe  number  for  a 
country  not  more  than  thirty-fix  miles  in 
length,  and  fifteen  in  its  breaded  extent, 
the  greater  part  of  which  is  lofty  and  barren 
mountains.  If  princes  knew  their  real  in- 
tcrefts,  they  muft  be  confcious,  that  the 
more  free,  the  more  flourifliing  would  be 
their  dominions. 

As  we  arrived  at  the  inn  when  dinner  was 
ferving  up  to  the  tahU  d'hote,  and  were  not  only 
pleafed  with  the  dirties,  but  with  the  appear- 
ance of  the  company,  we  added  ourfclves  to 
the  number.  During  the  repaft,  I  happened 
to  notice  the  excellence  of  the  wine  (for  this 
of  Neufchatel  is  famous)  when  a  gentleman^ 
who  ingrolTed  the  converfation  of  the  table, 
aiked  me  whether  I  v;as  fond  of  wine;  I 
replied  I  was,  /?;  moderation.  Then,  Sir,  faid 
he,  1  fear  we  fhall  not  have  your  company 
in  this  town,  fo  long  as  one  of  your  coun- 
trymen (for  I  prefume  you  are  an  Englidi- 
man)  (laid  in  Champagne.  **  Twenty  years 
*'  2go/*  continued  he,  ^^  I  was  quartered 

*«  witji 


LETTER    VL  ng 

^  with  a  company  of  the  Swlfs  regiment 
de  Courten  at  Challons  fur  Marne,  when 
an  Englifh  gentleman"  (or  as  he  termed 
him,  un  Milor  Anglois)  *'  drove  furioufly 
"  up  to  the  inn.  As  he  was  going  through 
*^  in  a  hurry  he  ordered  his  dinner  imme- 
'*  diately,  and  told  the  landlord  to  bring 
*'  him  fome  of  his  bed  wine,  which  when 
"  he  fat  down  to  table  He  tafted,  and  ap- 
"  proved  ;  but  before  a  bottle  was  finiflied 
"  he  faw  the  people  harnefllng  the  horfes  to 
**  his  carriage.  However,  this  did  not  in 
*^  the  leaft  difconcert  him,  for  he  bade  them 
*^  wait  half  an  hour,  and  ordered  another 
*^  bottle,  in  which  he  had  not  proceeded 
"  far,  before  he  called  in  the  landlord,  and 
*^  afked  him  what  [quantity  of  this  wine  he 
**  had  by  him  ?  who  anfv^ered,  a  room  fulL 
*'-  Wei),  faid  he,  fend  the  horfes  back,  and 
*'  put  my  carriage  into  the  coach-houfe, 
*^  for  I  (hall  not  leave  your  inn,  till  I  have 
*'  finilbed  the  whole.'*  '' And  do  you  know, 
^^  gentlemen,"  faid  the  Oiacer  (addrelling 
himfelf  to  the  company)  "  that  this  Milor 
•*'  Anglois,  with  the  aiTiftance  of  his  valec 
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<^  dcchambrci  (whoferved  him  In  the  triple 
«  capacity    of   footmaji,    interpreter,   and 
"  companion)  finifhed  nine  dozen  in  three 
**  weeks,  when  he  was  put  dead  drunk  into 
«  his    carriage    to    complete     his     grand 
"  tour,  and  improve  hlmfelf  by  travelling." 
Though   I  was   confcious    that   the  merry 
Swifs  at  my  elbow  had  romanced,  yet  know- 
ing how  general  this  kind  of  imputation 
was  againft  my  countrymen,  and  how  many 
of  them  deferved  it,  I  was  under  the  necef- 
fity,  for  the  better  grace,  of  joining  in  the 
general  laugh ;  but  another  gentleman  pre- 
fent,  who  was  an  admirer  of  the  Englilh, 
did  not  fuffer  this  pleafant  fellow  to  enjoy 
the  triumph  of  his  good  (lory  longer  than 
the  laugh  continued;  for  addrefTing  himfelf 
to  him  with  a  very  ferious  countenance,  he 
told  him  that  he  had  mentioned  the  cir- 
cumftance  with  admirable  grace,  but  un- 
fortunately   the  great  quantity  of   Cham^ 
pagne,  which  the  Englidi  gentleman   and 
his  fervant  had  drank  in  fo  fhort   a  time, 
made  it  appear  a  little  fufpicious.     How- 
ever, Sir,  faid  he,  as  you  are  fo  intimately 
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acquainted  with  the  particulars,  it  would 
be  unmannerly  in  me  to  doubt  the  re- 
ality of  them.  I  will  therefore  fuppofe, 
that  you.  Sir,  occafionally,  made  up  the 
trioy  that  your  anecdote  may  appear  lefs 
wonderful,  and  more  confonant  with  truth. 
You  may  conceive  how  the  laugh  of  the 
table  was  turned  againft  the  wit,  infomuch 
that  he  was  entirely  difconcerted,  and  (I 
will  venture  to  fay)  will  not  in  future  be  fo 
fond  of  relating  his  good  ftory. 

Adieu* 
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LETTER    VIL 

Berne,  Aug.  i8,   1787, 

•T^  O   purfue  our  intended  rout,  we  were 
obliged  to  travel    back  fome   part  of 
the  road  we  had   come,  and  then  crolFing 
the  neck  of  water  that  fornns  a  comnnuni- 
cation  between  the  two  lakes  of  Bienne  and 
Neufchatel,  paiTed  through  a  part  of  this 
canton    (Berne)    to    the  town  of  Arberg. 
Early  the  next  morning  we  continued   our 
journey  through  a  country,  which  convinced 
us  of  the  induftry  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
pleafed  us  with  its  beauty,  being  not  only 
highly  cultivated,    but  finely  varied  with 
wood  and  water.     Indeed   the  attention  of 
the  Swifs  hufbandmen  to  agriculture  is  be- 
come proverbial.     In  fome  modern  publi- 
cation'"! have  read,  that  the  plough  is  ufed 
in  places  feemingly  inaccelTible.    Neverthe- 
kfs,  i  mufi:  in  juftice  to  my  native  country 
obferve,    that  1  have  there  feen  arable  fields 
rnuchfteeperthan  any  we  have  noticed  fince 
our  departure  from  Geneva.  Indeed  all  Swif- 
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ferland  cannot  boafl:  a  fociety  for  the  ert- 
couragement  of  agriculture,  fo  laudable  in 
its  inftitution,  as  that  fet  on  foot  in  Breck- 
nockfhire  by  my  worthy  old  friend  Mr. 
Powell  of  Caftlemadock. 

On  entering  Berne,  we  were  aiuch  pleafed 
with  its  fituation,  to  which  1  never  faw  any 
thing  fimilar.  It  is  built  on  a  bold  emi- 
nence or  peninfula,  three  fides  of  which  are 
wafhed  by  the  river  Aar,  and  the  fourth  or 
entrance,  which  I  (hould  not  fuppofe  to  be 
above  100  feet  in  breadth,  is  defended  by 
ftrong  walls  and  baftions.  Though  it  is  not 
of  great  extent,  the  principal  ftreets  are 
wide,  the  houfes  large  and  convenient, 
cfpecially  on  the  fouth  fide.  It  has  an 
academy  endowed  with  eight  profefibrfhips, 
a  mufeum,  public  library,  and  arfenal,  all 
of  which  we  had  the  curiofity  to  infpedt. 
In  the  latter  we  found  arms  for  40,000  men 
(if  accoutred  in  the  fafhion  of  the  laft  cen- 
tury) and  two  curious  wooden  ftatues  of 
TV//  and  his  fonj  the  former  in  the  attitude 
of  (hooting  the  apple  off  the  latter's  head. 

The 
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The  father  h  drcGcd  in  the  old  Swifs  man- 
irer,  with  a  coat  of  different  colours,  and 
his  countenance  refembles  that  of  a  high- 
lander  ;  the  boy  has  a  fair  round  face,  ^d 
feenns  infenfible  of  the  danger.  Thefe  figures 
might  be  called  the  Dii  Penates  of  the  Ber- 
nois.     The  lad  place  that  we  vifited  in  the 
town  was  the  great  church — a   noble  build« 
ing.     Our  guide  would  make  us  climb  the 
tower  of  it  for  the  purpofe  of  feeing  a  great 
bell,  but  we  were  more  fatisfied   with  the 
cxtenflve  view  from  the  top,  which  reaches 
even  to  the  Grifon   country.     The  yard  of 
this  church  is  planted  with   avenues,   and 
laid  out  in  walks.   It  is  fupported  by  a  wall, 
which  I  fhould  fuppofe  60  or  70  feet  high. 
On  looking  over  it  we  were  (hewn  a  fmall 
fquare  flone  below,    put  there  in  memory 
of  a  horfe  having  leaped  down  it  with  his 
rider,  who  efcaped  unhurt.     The  day  after 
our  arrival  we  walked  a  mile  from  the  town 
to  fee  the  cxercife  of  fbme  artillery   men. 
At  dated  times  they  are  ordered    by  the 
government    to  afTemblc  and  encamp  for 
that  purpofe  i.  their  rents  were  well  pitched, 

and 
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and  in  good  order,  but  I  cannot  fpeak  fo 
favourably  of  their  ikill  as  cannoneers,  or 
difcipline  as  foldiersj  in   the  former  they 
but  ill  acquitted  themfelves ;  and  for   the 
latter,  as  the  officers  and  men  were  upon 
an  equality,  1  was  not  furprized  at  that  riot 
and  confufion  which  prevailed  among  them 
Sis  they  marched.    Berne  was  begun  in  1191 
by  Berthold,  the   fifth  duke  of  Zeringhen, 
and  vicegerent  in  this  part  of  Swiflerland, 
for  the  emperor  Henry,    fon  of  Frederick 
BarbarofTa.      The   foundation  of  this,  and 
other  cities  by  him  and  his  predecefibrs,  was 
laid  with  a  defign  of  uniting  the  inferior 
nobility  and  others  into  fociety,  by  way  of 
counterpoife  againft  the  great  barons.  Henry 
the  Vllth  of  England   had  the  fame  objed 
in  view  when  he  permitted  the  nobility,  &c, 
to  break  ancient  entails,  and  alienate  their 
cftatcs.     In  a  Ihort  time  Berne  ^rew  into 
confequence,  and  from  the  tranquillity  which 
it  enjoyed  during   the  crufades,    obtained 
partly  with  money,  and  partly  by  conqucfV, 
a  rich  and  «xtenfive  territory.     In  j;^^^  it 
entered  into  the  general  confederacy,  and 
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became  the  eighth  allied  canton,  though 
firf  in  rank,  Zurich  excepted.  The  refor- 
mation took  place  here  in  1528.  In  1536 
k  conquered,  or  rather  gained  poflTefRon, 
without  flriking  a  blow,  of  the  Fays  de 
Vaud, 

The  city  was  at  firfl:  divided  in  four  dif- 
trids,  called  Abbayes,  which  contained  four 
companies  of  trade ;  each  company  eleded 
from  its  own  body  a  banneret  as  itsxhief, 
who  were  together  the  firft  military  officers, 
and  governed  the  republic.  By  thefe  were 
chofen  fixteen  of  the  principal  burghers, 
four  from  each  quarter,  who  were  to  afTid 
at  deliberations  of  importance,  and  as  late 
as  the  laft  century,  they,  with  the  bannerets, 
retained  the  exclufive  right  of  eleding  the 
two  hundred,  or  great  council.  This  coun- 
cil, in  which  all  the  other  colleges  are 
united,  under  the  general  title  of,  Advoytr 
Council  and  Burghers  of  the  T^oi^n  and  Re- 
public  of  Berney  cxercifes  over  all  fubjedls 
fovercign  power:  enadls  and  revokes  laws  : 
determines  on  all  interior  affairs :  delegates 

CO 
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to  the  other  tribunals  their  feveral  autho- 
iities :  forms  alliances:  and  judges,  in  the 
iaft  refort,  on  trials  of  life  and  death.     In 
the  year  1290  it  confided  only  of  200,  but 
the  bannerets,  and  fixteen,  did  not  keep  ta 
any  dated  period  or  rule  of  eledlion,  fo  that 
through  intereft  and  favour,  it  increafed  to 
between  three  and  four  hundred,  when  the 
abufe  beconning  too  flagrant,  it  was  cor- 
redled  by  law,  and  the  number  fixed  at  1^^% 
which  it  now  is.     As  a  feat  in  the  great 
council  Js  an  objecfl  of  general  ambition^ 
many  candidates  offer  themfelves  for  the 
vacancies  3  to  obviate  any  ill  confequences 
from  the  competition  of  fuch  pretenders,  it 
has  been  wifely  determined  that  no  clctflion 
fhall  take  place,  until  there  be  a  deficiency 
of  at  leaft  80  members,  by  which   means 
the  fenare  and  feizeners,  who  are  the  eledors, 
have  it  the  more  in  their  power  to  fatisfy  thofe 
who  are  propofed,  each  of  whom  mud  have 
accomplilhed  his  nine  and   twentieth  year. 
From  this  delay  an  ele<5lion  happens  only 
in  ten,  twelve,    or  fourteen   years.     Each 
member  may  propofe  whatever  he  thinks 

conducive 
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conducive  to  the  general  good,  and  the 
voces  of  the  council  arc  taken  on  the  quef- 
tion.  They  fit  three  times  a  week  when 
afTembled.  Their  vacations  take  place  in 
the  harveft  and  vintage. 

The  fenate,  or  as  it  is  othcrwife  called, 
the  daily  council,  is  chofen  from  the  299  j 
all  civil  and  political  bufinefs,  which  is  to 
be  laid  before  the  great  council,  is  previa 
oufly  agitated  in  this.  It  alfo  expedites  the 
current  affairs  of  the  police :  prefents  to 
moft  of  the  livings  or  ecclefiaftical  benefices, 
difpofes  of  the  inferior  charges  of  the  exe- 
cutive government,  and  judges,  as  dernier 
reforr,  all  criminal  procefs,  except  fuch 
parts  of  it  as  are  granted  by  ancient  privi- 
lege to  particular  towns  or  vafTals  of  the 
republic.  This  council  is  compofed  of  two 
Advoyers  (or  great  officers  of  (late)  two 
treafurers,  four  bannerets,  feventeen  coun- 
fellors,  and  two  privy  counfellors  or  cenfors, 
who  fucceed  in  priority  from  the  date  of 
their  'eledion  to  the  vacant  places  of  the 
fenate.     Their  bufinefs  is  to  watch  over  the 
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^■^liberations  of  the  councils,  that  nothing 
may  pafs  in  them  contrary  to  the  national 
conftitution.  The  titles  of  the  299,  in- 
cluding the  fenate,  are.  Magnificent, 
High  and  Powerful  Sovereign  Lords, 
;ind  when  fpoken  of  individually,  they  are 
called  their  Excellencies.  The  public 
tinagiftrates  are  annually  re  defied  in  Eaftef 
i«reek,  and  the  fenate  is  obliged  to  demand 
a  new  patent  of  protedlion  from  the  great 
councili  in  token  of  its  dependence  on  it# 
Many  of  the  chief  officers  are  elefled  for  a 
certain  time,  and  fome  for  life,  or  rather 
^uam  diu  Je  hene  gejferint^  as  the  fovereign 
tduncil  referves  to  itfelf  the  power  of  de- 
pofing  them,  in  cafe  of  mal-adminiftration; 
but  all  places  are  confirmed  at  certain  ap- 
pointed periods. 

The  principal  colleges  of  government  are 
the  council  of  war:  the  chamber  of  appeal 
for  the  German  part  of  the  canton :  the 
chamber  of  appeal  for  the  Pays  de  Vaud^ 
•where  the  language  is  French  :  the  com* 
mittees  for  the  management  of  the  public 
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granaries :  for  the  forefts :  for  the  falc  of 
fait :  for  the  police  :  for  the  public  build* 
ings :  for  the  cuftoms  or  duties :  for  com-* 
iperce  :  and  the  council  of  health.  Thefe^ 
with  many  other^  too  tedious  to  mention, 
form  feparate  <iommifllons,  each  of  whicb 
has  a  fenator  as  prefident,  and  is  charged 
with  the  execution  of  the  government's 
orders  in  their  feveral  departments,  where 
they  are  to  difcufs  preparatorily  fuch  mat* 
ters  as  are  proper  to  them,  and  to  report 
their  opinions,  and  the  motives  of  fuch,  w 
the  fovereign  council. 

As  to  the  miniftry  of  the  church,  all 
young  men,  who  are  intended  for  holy 
orders,  go  through  a  courfe  of  ftudy,  ac^ 
cording  to  a  fyftem  eftablifhed  i-n  the  aca- 
demies of  Berne  or  Laufanne,  After  having 
pafifed  the  neceflary  examinations,  the  can- 
didates receive  confecration  by  the  impo- 
fition  of  hands,  and  with  it  the  cure  of 
fouls.  Church  benefices,  as  I  have  before 
obferved,  are  given  by  the  fenate,  except 
thofe  of  the  capital,  v/hich  are  referved  for 

the 
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the  difpofal  of  the  great  council,  and  the 
private  benefices  which  depend  on  the  re* 
commendation  of  the  patrons.  The  German 
clergy  are  divided  into  eight  fynods  op 
chapters,  which  aflemble  feparately  every 
year.  At  their  head  they  have  a  dean  to 
examine  the  conduft  of  each  individual 
paftor,  and  deliberate  on  matters  of  reli- 
gion. The  Pays  de  Vaud  is  divided  into 
five  claflTes,  in  which  are  comprifed  the 
churches  and  bailiwicks  in  common,  between 
Berne,  Freyburg,  and  thofe  of  Boucheberg 
in  the  canton  of  Soleure,  which  have  em- 
braced the  reformation. 

The  paftors  afiifl:  at  the  parifh  confiftories, 
where  breaches  of  moral  duty,  and  crimes 
of  adultery  and  fornication  are  reported, 
with  all  matrimonial  bufinefs  and  fuits  of 
divorce.  Thefe  are  transferred  to  the  fu- 
preme  confiftory  of  Berne,  which  b  jointlv 
compofed  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  judges, 
iimilar  to  what  it  is  at  Bafil. 

K  2  The 
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The  military  of  Berne  is  formed  of  twen-" 
ty  one  regiments  of  infantry,  each  confifting 
*  of  2500  men,  divided  in  two  great  battalion* 
of  twelve  companies ;  four  regiments  of 
dragoons  of  ten  troops,  or  five  fquadrons 
each,  and  three  companies  of  engineers  and 
matroffes.  The  foldiers  provide  themfelves 
with  arms  and  accoutrements,  and  all  the 
fubje£ls  (the  councils,  the  clergy,  and  fome 
public  officers  excepted)  from  fixteen  to 
Cxty,  are  regiftered  for  the  fervice.  The 
canton,  in  virtue  of  former  treaties  with 
France  and  Holland,  is  obliged  to  furnifh 
recruits  for  four  avowed  regiments,  two  io 
each  country  ;  1  fay  avowed,  as  others  arc 
privately  permitted  to  be  raifcd  for  the 
fervice  of  thefe  ftates.  As  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  write  the  hidory  of  Swift. 
ferland,  I  wiQi  this  ilcetch  of  its  govern- 
ment may  fatisfy  you  ;  to-morrow  we  con- 
tinuc  our  tour,  and  I  fhall  have  more  matte? 
for  my  letter  when  I  rcfume  the  fubjedt. 
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Freyburg,  Aug.  20. 

W  E  found  the  country  between  Berne 
9nd  Freyburg  as  fruitful  and  well  cultivated^ 
as  fronn  Arberg  to  Eerne.    This  town  covers 
the  fide  of  a  very  fteep  hill,  under  which 
runs    the   clear   river   Sane.      Though   noc 
striking,  it  contains  fome  fine  edifices,  and 
'  .is  from  its  uneven  fituation,  and  the  care  of 
-its   inhabitants,    remarkably    clean.      It  is 
.divided  in  four  quarters,  called  the  Town, 
jhe  Ifle,  the  Burgh,  and  the  Hofpital,    The 
principal  buildings  are  the  cathedral,  town 
hall,  fountain,  great  tower,  Jefuits  college, 
with  many  churches  and  convents.     There 
is  here  a  commandery  of  Malta,  the  reli^ 
gion  being  that  of  Rome.     The  town  was 
bought  by  the  Emperor  Rodolph,  the  firft 
of  the  Counts  of  Freyburg.     Rodolph  was 
Count  of  Hapfburg,  and  Chief  of  the  Auf- 
trian  family.     It  continued  under  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs  above   200  years,  and    was  obliged 
to  take  part  in  their  wars  againft  Berne,  and 
the  other  riling  focieties  of  Swiflcrland. 

K3  ii» 
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In   1450  Albert    duke   of  Auftria,    per- 
ceiving it  impofTible  to  fupport  his  autho- 
rity in  it,  of  which  indeed  his  arbitrary  and 
opprefTive  government  had  made   him  un* 
defcrving,  refigned  it>  but  in  a  manner  that 
equally  difplayed   the  meannefs  of  his  dif- 
pofition,  and  the  impotence  of  his  refcnt- 
ment.     His  lieutenant  Thuring  dt  Hallwyl 
informed  the  citizens,  that  Albert,  on  thi^ 
Occafion,  intended   to   appear   in   p^rfon  at 
Freyburg ;    and    thty,  to  facisfy   his  vanity 
for  the   lad   time,  made  the  mod  fpkndiS 
prepaiations    for   his    reception.     Hallwyl^ 
having  gotten  into  his  poflefiion  their  plate^^ 
waited   a   few  days  for  the  duke*s  arrival, 
■and  then,  feemingly  furprifed  at  his  delay 
went  out  to  meet  him^  accompanied  by  the 
principal  citizens,  and   the    treafure  he  had 
collc£Ved.      Oil    the   road    they    v^ere    fur- 
rounded    by   a   detachment  of   the  duke's 
troops,  and  Hallwyl,  who  had  preconcerted 
the   furprifc  with  Albert,  fuddtnly  turning 
upon  them,  faid  :  "  The  duke  will    com« 
no  more,  but  leaves  you   in   full  pofleflion 

of  that  independence  which  you   have   fo 

carneftly 
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«arnrftly  jdefired.  However,  that  you  may 
«nake  (onvs  Jiemrn  for  fo  generous  9n  a^ion, 
he  eondefcends  to  take  wich  him  all  the 
plate  you  have  put  into  my  hands  for  his 
reception,  as  ^l  token  of  your  gratitude.** 
^After  this  laconick  oration,  he  turned  his 
i)ack,  and  left  them  fpeechkfs  with  ado- 
niflimcnt.  Some  years  after  this  extraor- 
dinary acknowledgment  of  tlieir  indepen- 
dence, the  inhabitants  got  into  a  war  with 
Charles  the  Bold,  duke  of  Burgundy.  This 
jB^iis  the  epoch  of  their  real  liberty,  when 
with  their  allies  they  fhared  the  rifle  and 
:glory  of  the  battles  gained  over  this  ra(h 
prince  in  1476  and  77  at  Granfon,  Morar, 
^nd  Nancy ;  in  commemoration  of  which 
the  citizens  of  Freyburg  folemnize  two  great 
annual  feftivals  on  the  2d  of  May  and  2 2d 
of  June,  the  days  on  which  the  two  former 
of  thefe  vidlories  were  won. 

The  fovereign   authority    and  legiflative 

power  belong  to  the  great  council  of  200, 

the  other  tribunals  and  committees    being 

either  fubdivifions  of,  or  fubordinate  to  it* 

K  4.  The 
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The  government  IS  not  aa  ariftocracy,  bijt 

oligarchy,  as   the  right  of  being  admitted 

into  the  great  council  is  confined  to  fevcnry* 

one  Patrician  families.    However,  the  other 

citizens  enjoy  all  privileges,  though   incli^ 

gible  to  the  magiftracy ;  but  the  burghers 

in  fcven  and  twenty  parilhes  of  the  original 

di(liif>,    have  the  right  of  voting   at  the 

ck(5lion  of  a  new  Advoyer.  or  chief  of  the 

republic.    The  city  is  dividtd  in  four  quar*^ 

ters,  each  of  which  chufcs  a  banneret,'  fifr-' 

teen  members  for   the  council  of  fixty,  and 

twenty  tight  fcr  the  great  council,  whicb^^ 

together  with  the  twenty-four  members  of  the 

lefler,  make  up  the  200.    The  prerogative4 

families  alone  can  be  adopted  by  any  of  the 

thirteen  tribes  of  burghers,  and  they  muft 

t)C  one  and  twenty  years  of  age  before  they 

arc  eligible   into   the  great   council.      At 

thirty  a  Patrician  may  be  chofen  into  the 

body  of  fixty,  and  it  is  neceflary  that   he 

Ihould  be  of  this  order  to  enter  into  the 

twenty-four;  but  a  father  and  fon,  or  two 

brothers,  cannot  fit  at  the  fame  time,  either 

3S  bannerets  or  fenacors  of  ihekffeF  council. 

The 
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The  two  Advoyers  prefide  at  the  difFerenc 
councils,  and  the  ftathalter  or  lieutenant  is 
next  to  them  in  precedence.     This  honour 
has  for  the  lad  century  been  conferred  on 
the  fcnior  of  the  twenty-four.    The  charges 
of  treafurer,  burgomaftcr,   and  conHmiflary 
general  follow  in  rank.     The  bannerets  fuc- 
ceed    the  members   of   the    lefTcr  council, 
^nd  prefide  at   the  council  of  ftate,  confift- 
ing  of  twenty-four,  feledtcd  from  the  bo^y 
of  fixty.     The  great  council   confirms  the 
iefler,  and  that   of  fixty,  and  is  confirmed 
itfelf  by  the  council  of  ftate.     Mod  of  the 
«le6lions  are  determined  by  lor,  which  with 
great  propriety  receives  the  epithet  of  blinds 
as  the  names  of  the  candidates  are  concealed 
in  boxes,  into  which  the  ele61:ors  drop  their 
fuffrages.    The  lefler  council  judges  in  der- 
nier refort  all  civil  and  criminal  proceed- 
ings ;  but  Ihould  the  culprit  be  a  burgher 
of  the  capital  or  ancient  diftridt,  fentencc 
is   pronounced   in    prefence  of    the    great 
council,  which  referves  to  itfelf  the  power 
of  mitigating  the  punilhmenCj   or  of  par- 
.  doning  the  offence. 

There 
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There  are  fevcral  inferior  councils  and 
courts,  which  I  think  needlefs  to  mention,i 
having  already  written  to  you  as  much  as 
1  -could  wi(h  to  renaember  of  this  govern- 
focnt. 

The  population  is  computed  at  74,000 
fouls,  the  military  amounts  to  four  com- 
panies of  burghers,  and  eleven  regiments 
of  militia* 

About  fix  miles  from  Freyburg  is  an 
hermitage,  which  has  very  much  and  very 
defervedly  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
curious.  It  is  worked  out  of  a  rock  that 
rifes  over  the  river  Sane,  and  encprnpafTed 
by  a  romantic  wildernefs^  There  are  feverd 
apartments  in  it,  from  one  of  which  the 
iblitary  tenant  has  cue  a  chimney  through 
ihe  rock — a  mod  laborious  work,  eighty 
icct  m  height.  He  had  aifo  by  extreme 
toil  and  perfeverancc  formed  a  plane,  on 
•which  he  laid  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mould 
-to  produce  the  vegetables  that  fupplied  his 
feugal  table,  and  in  the  fide  of  the  rock 

had 
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tad  hewn  cifterns  to  receive  the  clear  water 
that  diftilled  from  it ;  the  quantity  of  which 
he   increafed   by    tracing    and    opening    the 
veins  through    which    it  oozed.     This  re- 
markable  man,    whofe  name  was  John  de 
Pre,    refided    here    five   and    twenty   years> 
cheriihed  and  refpetfled  by  the  whole  coun- 
try,   particularly  by  the  peafantry  5    at  the 
end  of  which   in    1708,  as  he  was  eroding 
the  river  Sane,  on  his  return  from  accom- 
panying fome  young  people,  who  had  aiTifted 
at  the  confecration  of  his  little  chapel,  his 
foot  flipped,  he  fell,  and  periftied.     What 
SL  fubjedt  for  pity  and  reflection  ! 


Yverduii,  Auo;uf!  21. 

WE  continued  our  journey  from  Frey- 
burg  to  Yverdun,  and  prcvioufly  to  our 
arrival,  enjoyed  a  moft  beautiful  view  of 
the  lake  of  Neufchatel,  or,  as  it  is  here 
called,  of  Yverdun.  On  the  oppofite  bank 
is  the  village  of  Granfon,  famous  for  the 
viflory  gained  over  Charles  the  Bold,  duke 

of 
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of  Burgundy  by  the  confederate  Swifs.  Thi^ 
country  abounds  in  vineyards,  which  pro-. 
diicc  a  wholefome  and  excellent  white  wine. 
I  will  not  fay,  it  is  for  this  reafon  that  Yver- 
dun  is  fo  nnuch  frequented  by  the  Englifb, 
but  really  I  do  not  comprehend  why  it  is  fo 
preferred  5  it  furely  cannot  be  for  the  French 
language,  as  the  accent  is  not  good.  It 
(lands  in  a  fine  country,  has  many  well  built 
houfc§,  and  upon  the  whole  rnight  be  called 
a  pretty  little  town.  It  was  named  by  the 
Romans  Caflrum  Ehrodunenfcy  and  after  them 
fuccefiively  pofiefled  by  the  kings  of  Bur- 
gundy, and  dukes  of  Zeringh^n  and  Savoy. 
Under  the  dominion  of  the  latter  it  con- 
tinued until  the  year  1536,  when  it  was 
included  in  the  conqueft  of  the  Pays  de 
Yaud.  No  city  of  the  thirteen  cantons  has 
experienced  fuch  calamities  as  Yverdun. 
If>  the  fifteenth  century  it  was  almoft  de- 
ftroycd  by  fire,  and  had  fcarcc  recovered, 
when  an  inwmdation  of  the  river  ThieJe,  on 
which  it  (lands,  laid  the  whole  wafte,  car- 
f^ing  away  fcveral  houfes,.  and  the  town 
]bair.     In  1475.  ^^  ^^  bcficged  and  takoa 
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ty  the  Swifs,  in  confequence  of  the  alliance 
that  fubfifted  between  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
its  poITeffor,  and  Charles  the  Bold  Duke  of 
Burgundy.  The  miferies  that  it  fulFcred 
during  the  continuance  of  this  war  are  par- 
ticularly dated  in  an  adl  of  the  former  of  thefc 
Princes,  dated  Jtily  13th,  1480,  in  which  it 
is  reported  to  have  been  frequently  pillaged 
by  the  foldiers  of  each  party,  and  ultimately 
reduced  to  afhes  by  the  Swifs,  who  fome- 
times  appeared  as  Germans  and  fometimes  as 
Theotons.  The  wretched  inhabitants  wan- 
dered about  the  country  for  fubfiftence  until 
coUedted  an^  brought  back  by  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  who  in  compafTion  of  their  fituatioa 
afljfted  them  in  re-building  their  town,  fup- 
plied  them  with  whatever  they  wanted,  ^nd 
granted  them  feveral  privileges  and  immu- 
nities. I  fhall  pafs  over  in  filence  the  few 
uninterrefting  public  buildings  that  we  faw, 
and  mention  an  inftitution  which  I  am  con- 
vinced will  particularly  claim  your  attention 
as  an  a6live  magiftrate.  This  is  a  fociety  of 
fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Yver- 
dun,  formed  in  1760  for  the  purpofe  of  pre- 
venting 
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Venting  begging,  and  for  the  encouragement 
©f  labour.  The  members  of  it  make  and 
receive  voluntary  contributions,  with  which 
they  are  enabled  nor  only  to  fupport  thofe 
whom  age  or  accident  has  rendered  incapa- 
ble of  acquiring  a  fubfiftence,  but  fo  to  train 
the  children  of  the  poorer  inhabitants,  that 
by  their  induftry  they  might  be  ferviceable 
to  the  ccmmunity.  All  thefe  are  employed 
in  the  country,  and  fuch  is  the  efFeft  of  this 
ufeful  charity,  that  not  a  beggar  is  to  be  feea 
in  the  flreets  of  Tverdun. 

Having  told  you  that  this  place  is  much 
frequented  by  Englifh  gentlemen,  it  reminds 
me  of  a  circumftance  that  happened  to  one 
of  them  a  few  years  ago,  from  whom  I  heard 
it.  This  gentleman  had  pafTcd  fome  months 
at  Yverdun,  and  had  generally  dined  at  a 
taMe  d'boU,  in  a  mixed  company  of  Englifh, 
French,  and  Swifs.  On  going  away  he  cal- 
led for  his  bill,  and  thinking  he  had  been 
confiderably  over-rated,  examined  the  bar- 
book,  in  which  he  found  the  honeft  man  of 

the 
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tlie  lioufe  had  charged  the  Englifli  for  each 
dinner  as  much  again  as  the  other  foreigners; 
being  of  courfc  upbraided  for  his  dilhonefly, 
he  replied,  "Tout  au  contraire,  monfieur,  je 
fuis  plus  que  jufte  en  ce  que  vous,  mefiicurs 
les  Anglois,  Ibyez  dizfois  plus  riches  queies 
autres  gens,  et  je  ne  vous  demande  que  ie 

•  Quite  the  reverfe,  Sir  j  I  am  more  than  tioheft,  in  as  much 
as  you  Englifhmen  are  ten  times  xicher  than  other  people^, 
jmd  I  only  charge  you  double. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    VIII. 

Laufanne,  Aug.  24th,  1 787. 

•THE  morning  of  our  departure  from  Yver-' 
dun,  we  got  into  a  carriage  for  the  firft 
time  fmce  we  had  beeairfSwiflerland,  and  af« 
cended  until  we  came  within  a  few  miles  of., 
Laufanne.  From  the  fummit  of  the  hill  wc 
looked  o^er  the  lake  of  Geneva  and  the 
ftirrounding  country,  which  is  as  beautifur 
as  language  can  defcribe,  or  rmagrnatidn^ 
conceive  it.  The  view  from  this  town  is 
equally  finc^  though  it  ftands  rather  lower; 
but  the  interior  ill  accords  with  its  fituation 
being  ill  built,  and  fo  uneven,  that  there  is 
not  a  ftreet  in  it  in  which  the  paffenger  does 
not  mount  or  defcend.  Out  of  the  town  is 
a  public  walk  under  an  avenue  of  large  trces» 
which  commands  the  lake:  the  mountains 
of  Faucignie:  the  Pays  de  Vaud  :  Mount 
Jura:  and  the  Alps  of  Savoy.  We  dedi- 
cated the  firft  day  of  our  arrival  to  the 
Englifh  newfpapers,  which  we  found  in  a 
literary   cofFee-houfej  and    never   1   believe 

were 
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^ere  two  creatures  happier  in  the  difcovery. 
The  fecond  we  defceaded  to  the  little  viU* 
iage  of  Ouchie,  or  Port  of  Laufanne,  which 
lies  diredlly  under  it  on  the  edge  of  the  lake. 
Having  hired  a  boat  we  were  carried  over  to 
Mellieire  in  the  duchy  of  Chablais>  a  part  of 
bis  Sardinian  Majefty's  dominion;   and   oh! 
what  a  fudden  tranfition  fronti  opulence  to 
poverty,  from  liberty  to  flavery,  from  happi* 
nefs  to  mifery  !  never  were  the  efFedts  of  dif* 
ferent   governments  more  apparent  in  two 
nations  than  in  thefe  on  theoppofite  fides  of 
the  lake.     On  that  of  SwifTerland,  nothinc^ 
meets  the  eye  but  what  gladdens  the  heart 
of  the  philanthropift;  on  that  of  Chablais> 
nothing  but  what  pains  it.     Here  it  is  that 
philofophy  may    contemplate   the    oppofite 
confequences  of  a   free   and  defpotick   go- 
vernment, and  hail  liberty,  as  next  to  health 
the  chief  blefling  that  the  great  Author  of 
Nature   can   beflow.     The  more  I  fee   the 
more   I  am   enamoured  of  her.     Mellieire 

is  a  beggarly  village  that  lies  along  a  nar- 
row flip  of  land  between  the  lake  and  rocks 

behind  it,  which  feem  as  it  were  to  lean  up- 
.    Vol.  L  L  oa 
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on  and  force  it  into  the  water.     The  inha'fe^ 
tantsare  as  wretched  as  idlenefs,  poverty,  and 
fuperftition,  can  make  them.     Their  chief 
dependence  for  food  being  upon  the  lake,  t 
cannot  conceive  how  they  exift  in  a  fevere 
winter,  when  the  furface  of  it  is  a  continued! 
fliect  of  ice.     This  place  is  generally  vifited 
for  the  purpofe  of  feeing  Laufanne  and  the 
oppofite  (bore  to  advantage,  particularly,  as 
the  whole  of  this  country  has  been  fo  plea- 
fingly  painted  by  the  lively  defcription  of 
RouiTeau  in  his  Nouvelle  Heloife ;  from  the 
rocks    of    Mellieire  St.  Prieux  wrote  that 
letter  to   his   Julia   which    is  fo    generally? 
admired  as  dcfcriptive  of  the  many  fenfa- 
tions  that   arife   in   the  brearft  of  an  abfent 
lover  on  feeing,  or  thinking  he  fees,  the  dif-* 
tant  habitation  of  his  millrefsj  and  which 
Roufleau  himfelf  confidered  as  the  m after- 
piece of  the  whole  :  I  don't  know  what  your 
fentiments  may  be  of  thi^  novel,  but  I  am 
fo  unfafhionable  as  to  think  it  extremely  ex- 
ceptionable, and  the  chara6ters  out  of  nature^^ 
particularly  that  of  Julia  the  heroine  ;  never- 
•thelefs  I  am  charmed  with  the  ftyle  and  lan- 
.  4  g^age. 
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^uage,  which  unite  two  qualities  fcldom 
found  in  fimilar  compofuions  of  the  French 
Janguage,  fweetnefs  and  energy.  Roufleau 
has  done  more  in  this  refpecl:,  than  Marnnon- 
tcl,  De  la  Fontaine,  or  even  Voltaire  inprofe^ 

From  this  place  we  re-crofTed  thevvatertQ 
Vevay,  the  mod  delightful  town  in  SwifTer* 
.land.  This  upper  part  of  the  lake  is,  I  muft 
confefs,  equal  to  any  thing  we  have  feen  oa 
this  tour.  Pocock  thinks  it  fuperior,  and 
calls  it  one  of  thofe  complete  profpeds  tp 
which  no  ideal  beauty  can  be  added  i  my 
opinion  is  divided  between  this  and  the  en- 
virons of  Lucernes  they  are  both  rivals,  bujc 
which  is  the  mod  beautiful  I  really  cannop 
determine.  We  lay  one  night  at  Vevay, 
and  returned  the  next  morning  by  water  to 
Ouchie,  and  thence  to  Laufanne.  This  city 
is  famous  for  the  council  held  here  in  144J?, 
when  Amadeus  the  Eighth,  Duke  of  Savoy, 
then  Pope,  under  the  name  of  Felix  the 
Fifth,  refigned  the  pontificate  for  the  gener- 
,,ous  purpofe  of  terminating  a  fchifm  in  the 
church  of  Rome.     Berne,  on  the  redudioa 

L  a  of 
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of  the  Pays  de  Vaud,  not  only  confirmedi 
Laufanne  in  all  its  ancient  privileges,  but 
granted  many  in  addition.  It  enjoys  its  own 
magiftracy,  compofed  of  a  burgom after,  five 
bannerets,  and  three  councils,  befides  other 
fubordinate  officers.  The  academy,  when 
founded  in  1537,  confifted  only  of  two  pro- 
feffors  in  Greek  and  Hebrew;  but  has  now 
two  paftors,  two  profcfFors  of  Theology, 
and  others  in  modern  Philofophy,  Greek, 
Hebrew,  Belles  Lectres,  Mathematics,  Civil 
Law;  and  about  fourteen  years  'ago,  tht 
government  of  Berne  cftablifhed  a  new 
profefTorfhip  in  Medicine  for  their  modern 
^fculapius  M.  TifTor,  a  gentleman  much 
known  by  his  writings. 

Among  the  exclufive  privileges" which  this 
town  pofTefTes,  one  is  very  fingular.  In  a 
certain  part  of  it,  the  inhabitants  may  acquit 
or  condemn  any  of  their  own  body  in  affairs 
of  life  and  death,  and  at  thefe  trials  every 
individual  has  the  right  of  voting,  which 
has  confiderably  enhanced  the  rent  of  houfes 
in  that  diftrifl, 

Laufanne 
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Laufanne  is  the  favorite  refidence  of  the 
oelebratcd  Mr.  Gibbon.  We  wiftied  much 
to  have  feen  him,  but  he  was  gone  to  pub- 
lifh  the  two  laft  volumes  of  his  Decline  and 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  in  England. 

To-morrow  we  fhall  make  an  end  of  our 
Swifs  tour. 


'  Geneva,  Aug.  27. 

ON  leaving  Laufanne  we  pafTed  through 
the  towns  of  Merges,  Rolle,  and  Copet, 
which  are  pleafingly  fituated  near  the  lake. 
The  former  carries  on  fome  trade,  and  has  a 
commodious  port,  built  by  the  government 
of  Berne.  Great  will  be  your  furprife  whett 
I  tell  you  I  was  much  difappointed  with  the 
celebrated  Pays  de  Vaud,  That  it  is  one  of 
the  fined  and  mod  fruitful  countries  of  Eu- 
rope I  am  ready  to  acknowledge;  and  indeed 
as  beautiful  as  a  great  variety  of  villas,  in- 
termixed with  paftures  and  vineyards,  can 
piake  iti  neverthelefs,  there  being  little 
L  3  wood. 
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wood,  few  rivers,  and  no  mountain,  it  by  not 
means  anfwered  my  expe6lations.  It  feem^ 
to  me  bare  of  that  varied  fcenery,  which 
makes  SwifTcrland  the  mod  pidlurefque 
country  of  Europe.  I  know  that  I  am  very 
Angular  in  opinion,  but  I  have  promifed  you. 
On  thefe  occafions  to  think  for  myfeif,  and 
you  fee  I  perfevere  in  the  refolution. 

To  make  up  for  the  deficiency  of  my  for- 
mer letters  on  the  Sv/ifs  cantons,  permit  me 
to  conclude  this  with  a  few  neceflary  adden- 
da, which  1  fhall  beg  leave  to  introduce  by 
the  following  fummary  account  of  their  ge- 
neral union  and  alliance. 

I  have  before  obferved  that  in  1315,  Uri, 
Schweitz,  and  Underwalden,  entered  into  * 
a  perpetual  league  for  their  mutual  defence, 
being  fearful  of  incroachments  by  the  houfc 
of  Auftria.  In  1:^32  Lucerne  joined  this  al- 
liance  in  oppofition  to  a  defign  which  had 

•  There  was  an  alliance  which  had  fubfifted  between  thefe 
three  cantons  ever  llnce  the  year  1291,  but  it  was  not  made 
perpetual  till  13 15,  after  their  vi^ory  over  the  Auilrians  at 
Morgarteiw 
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htcn  formed  by  the  Au (Irian  party  to  pre- 
rentit,  and  get  poflTefTion  of  the  town.  In 
135 1,  Zurich  from  fimilar  motives  (a  con- 
fpiracy  of  its  banilhed  citizens)  made  the 
fifth  confederate  canton j  and  from  its  fupe- 
rior  power,  and  wealth,  was  confidered  as  the 
firft  of  the  aflbciation.  The  following  year 
Claris  and  Zug  acceded  j  and  in  1353,  Berne^ 
though  a  previous  alliance  fub^fted  betweea 
it  and  the  three  firft  Waldflastt-  Before  this 
period  the  cantons  allied  chemfelves  for  their 
fnutual  proteflion  i  but  we  find  from  expe- 
rience that  the  love  of  freedom  is  fo  clofely 
connected  with  ambition,  that  no  fooner  have 
we  acquired  our  liberty  than  we  are  defirous 
of  increafing  our  dominion  at  the  expence  of 
our  neighbours.  Thus  it  was  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  though  with  more  appearance  of 
juftice,  as  the  enemies  of  the  Swifs  were  the 
aggrefibrs;  but  it  too  often  happens,  that 
among  nations,  juftice  and  interefl  are  {y^ 
nonymous.  Two  circumflances  now  arofe 
which  induced  them  to  take  a  more  adive 
part,  and  bear  arms  on  the  ofFenfive  :  the  firft 
fi^as  the  reftlefs  ambition  of  the  Dukes  of 

Auftria, 
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Auftria,  who  by  fecret  intrigue,  as  well  ai 
open  force,  would  have  reduced,  them  to  a 
Hate  of  vafTallage  :  and  the  fecond,  the  en- 
couragement of  the  Emperors,  who,  jealous 
of  the  growing  power  of  Auftria,  perfuaded 
them,  by  afturances  of  fupport,  to  violate 
all  treaties.  For  the  purpofe  of  terminating 
thefe  dangerous  fadions,  the  allied  cantons 
in  1370  entered  into  a  convention,  which 
regulated  every  thing  with  the  Germans,  and 
for  the  general  welfare  of  the  league. 

But  Lucerne,  probably  confcious  that  the 
new  allies  would  make  its  private  quarrel 
a  common  caufe,  broke  with  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  for  the  purpofe  of  exonerating  itfelf 
from  a  duty  impofed  upon  its  inhabitants 
at  Rcthenburg.  This  brought  on  a  general 
v/ar,  which,  after  two  famous  vidlories  gained 
by  the  Swifs  in  1386  and  1388  at  Sempacl> 
in  Lucerne,  and  Nafels  in  Claris,  was  con- 
eluded  by  an  advantageous  peaces  but  aware 
of  the  dangerous  confequence  that  might  re« 
fult  from  too  great  prefumption  on  their  va* 
Jour  and  alliance^  they  entered  into  a  convea- 

tioa 
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tion  at  Sempach  in  139^,  for  the  pnrpofe  of 
preventing  individuals,    or  even    any   one 
people  of  the  triple  confederacy  from  en- 
gaging in  a  war  without  the  confent  and 
approbation  of  the   whole.     In    14.60   the 
conqueft  of  Turgovy,  or  the  country  that 
lies  between  the  canton  of  Zurich  and  the 
Jake   of  Conftance,    occafioned  their  cele- 
brated war  with  Charles  the  Bold,  duke  of 
Burgundy,  which  ended  with  his  defeat  and 
death  at  Granfon,  Morat,  and  Nancy.    This 
quarrel   was   fomented    by    that  perfidious 
monarch  Lewis   the  Eleventh  of  France, 
who  only  confulted  in   it  his  own  interefl: 
by  the   deftrudlion  of   his   rival   Charles; 
however,  the  event  of  the  war  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  epoch  of  two  important  cir- 
cumftances  in  Swifs  hiftory — their  perpetual 
union  with  Audria,    and  an   alliance  with 
the  crown  of  France.     But  this  tide  of  fuc- 
cefs  was  not  unaccompanied   by  evil,  as  it 
introduced  among  the  conquerors  the  fpirit 
of  pride  and  licentioufnefs,  which  probably 
would  have  ended    in  their  difunion,    had 
not  Nicholas  de  Flue,  an  anchorite,  left  his 

retreat^ 
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retreat,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  deputies 
in  Scanz,  formerly  the  chief  place  of  Un- 
derwalden,  perfuaded  them  fo  fully  of  their 
real  interefts,  in  a  ftrain  of  the  mod  ani- 
mated eloquence  infpired  by  patriotifm,  and 
the  danger  to  which  his  country  was  ex- 
pofed,  that  they  entered  into  an  immediate 
convention,  by  which  they  determined  on 
the  following  refolutions  ;  that  mutual  pro- 
tedion  (hould  be  granted,  as  well  from 
interior  as  exterior  violence  :  that  juilice 
ihould  be  impartially  adminiftered  among 
them  :  and  that  the  profits  of  fuccefsful 
war  Ihould  be  divided  in.  proportion  to  their 
refpedive  quotas  of  troops  and  money. 
After  this  they  confirmed  their  ancient  trea- 
ties of  union,  and  agreed  to  fwear  to  them 
every  five  years.  About  this  period  Frey- 
burg  and  Solcure  were  afibciated  to  the 
common  league,  and  in  1501  Bafil  and 
SchafFhaufen  ;  the  lafl:  was  Appenzel,  which 
in  15 13  made  up  the  whole  number. 

Whijft  the  four  Waldft^tt,  and  the  other 
cantons  oa  that  fide  of  Swiflerland,  which 

afterwards 
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afterwards  acceded  to  the  combination,  were 
difmeinbering  the  territories  of  Auftria, 
Berne  and  Freyburg  took  poflcfTion  of  the 
Pays  dc  Vaud,  Gex,  and  Chablais,  part  of 
the  dukes  of  Savoy's  donninions,  who,  though 
incapable  of  recovering  by  force  what  had 
been  dripped  froHii  theoi,  could  not  renounce 
their  fuperior  right  to  thefe  countries,  until 
through  the  mediation  of  Spain,  France, 
and  the  neutral  cantons,  the  then  reigning 
duke,  obtaining  reftitution  of  Gex  and 
Chablais,  renounced  all  pretenfion  to  the 
Pays  de  Vaud,  and  ceded  it  to  Berne 
and  Freyburg  for  ever.  Since  this  period 
the  limits  of  Swiflerland  have  neither  been 
extended  nor  diminifhed.  What  principally 
difturbed  the  internal  harmony  of  the  can- 
tons, was  a  difference  in  religious  opinions. 
On  this  dangerous  fubjecl  wars  arofe  between 
Berne  and  Zurich  for  the  reformers,;  and 
Uri,  Schweitz,  Underwalden,  and  Zug,  for 
the  church  of  Rome.  However,  after  vari- 
pus  fuccefs,  they  were  happily  ended,  and 
arc  not  likely  to  be  renewed. 

The 
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The  only  conftitution  that  can  be  faid  tQ 
have  any  reference  to  the  national  body  of 
the  Swifs,  is  the  eftablifhoient  of  a  confe- 
derate army,  determined  on  in  1688  be« 
twecn  the  cantons,  and  their  allies.  This, 
however,  was  adopted  only  as  a  plan  of 
defence,  fimilar  to  our  militia,  *  each  ftate 

*  In  the  contribution  of  thefe  troops  the  following  pro- 
jiortion  is  obferved,  according  to  the  original  agreement 
between  the  cantons  and  their  allies. 


1  Zurich 

s  Berne  — 

3  Lucerne  — 

4  Uri  — 

5  Schweitz  — 

6  Underwalden 

7  Zug  — 
S  Claris  M 
^  Bafil  ^ 

JO  Freyburg  — 

II  Sole  u  re  — 
j2  SchafFhaufen 

13  Appenzel  — 


No.  of  Men.  Religion  Government 

1400  Proteft  Ariftocracy 

aooo  Proteft  Ariftocracy 

iaoo  Cathol  Ariftocracy 

400  Cathol  Democracy 

600  Cathol  Democracy 

400  Cathol  Democracy 

'  400  Cathol  Democracy 

►  400  Mixed  Democracy 

400  Proteft  Ariftocracy 

800  Cathol  Ariftocracy 

600  Cathol  Ariftocracy 

400  Proteft  Ariftocracy 

600  Mixed  Democracy 


Allies  of  the  Cantons. 

X  Abbey  of  St.  Gall       looo  Mixed 

a  Town  of  St.  Gall         200  Proteft 

3  Bienne          —               200  Proteft 

Provinces  fubjeft  to  the  Cantons. 

1  Lugano         — 

2  Locarno        — 

3  Mendrifio     — • 

4  Val  Maggia 

5  The  free  isailiwicks 
^  Sargans         — 
7  Turgovy       — 
S  Baden  — 
9  The  Kheinthal 


400 

Cathol 

200 

Cathol 

300 

Cathol 

100 

Cathol 

i          300 

Cathol 

300 

Cathol 

600 

Mi;<ed 

200 

Cathol 

200 

Mixed 

13,400 

Men 

fending 


LETTER    VIII.  tsf 

fending  its  quota  of  troops  according  to  its 
extent  and  population ;  the  whole  forms  a 
body  of  ij,400  men,  but  in  cafes  of  ne- 
celTity  this  number  would  be  confiderably 
augmented  in  the  fame  proportion. 

The  commerce  of  Swiflerland  is  very  in- 
tonfiderable.     Its  exports  confift  of  linens, 
tnuflini  hides,    and   the   produce   of  their 
dairies,  which  are  fmali  huts  called  Chalets, 
built  on  the  mountains,  where,  during  the 
fummer  months,  their  cattle  are  fent  to  feed. 
The  Swifs  cheefe  is  excellent,  and  confe- 
quently  much  cfteemed  in  the  neighbouring 
countriesi    particularly  in  France,  where  a 
great  confumption   is   made    of  it.     Their 
imports  are  confiderable,  though   a  fruo-al 
people,  they   being  in  want  of  corn,  iron, 
and  fait ;  the  latter  article  they  draw  from 
France,    and  according   to  the    treaties  of 
alliance  fubfifting  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, they  receive  annually  a  certain  quan- 
tity at  a  much  more  reafonable  price  than 
it  is  ever  fold  by  the  French  government  to 
cheir  own  fubjeds*     Neverthekfs,  even  ia 

Swifler* 
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Swifierland  it  is  a  dear  article,  being  retailed 
by  the  officers  of  (late,    who  monopolize^ 
and  draw   a  principal  part   of  the  public 
revenues  from  its  fale.     The  total  receipt 
of  Berne  amounts  to  about  75,000  /.  and  of 
Zurich  to  a  little  more  than  one  half.    Ej^- 
clufive  of  this  tax  on   fak,  the  revenue  is 
made  up  by  cufloms  and  duties  on  mer- 
chandize, the  profits  of  demefne  lands,  and 
the   tithes    of  the  general   produce  of  the 
country  (the  clergy  being  paid    by  govern- 
ment) to  which  might  be  added  the  money 
that  the  different  cantons  receive  from   fo- 
reign powers  for  the   hire  of  their  troops.' 
This  is  a  cuftom  that  has  given  rife  to  a  dif- 
«     ference  of  opinion  among  the  Swifs,  relative 
to  its  advantage  or  ill  confequence.     They,- 
who  oppofe  it,  maintain  that  the  officers  and 
foldiers  of  thefe  regiments,  acquire  the  vices 
of  the  different  countries  in  which  they  fcrve, 
and  on  their  return  to  Swifierland,  by  fpread- 
ing  them,  corrupt  the  purer  morals  of  its 
inhabitants.     In  anfwer  to  this  it  is  aflert- 
cd,  that  as  the  revenues  of  the  cantons  are 
inadequate  to  the  expences  of  government 

and 
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and  the  fapport  of  a  fufRcIent  army  for  the 
national  defence,  it  is  neceffary  to  purfue 
this  fyflem  laid  down  by  their  anceftors,  as 
it  gives  them  all  the  advantages  of  a  regular 
army,  without  the  expence  of  its  main- 
tenance, it  being  ftipulated  in  their  treaties 
that  in  cafe  of  attack  from  foreign  enemy^ 
thefe  troops,  which  amount  to  30,000^ 
ihould  be  at  liberty  to  return  home  and  a<5l 
in  concert  with  their  countrymen.  Both  of 
thefe  arguments  are  plaufiblej  but  the  quef- 
tion  is,  if  they  be  admitted  as  facfl,  whether 
the  morality  of  a  nation  fhould  be  facrificed 
to  its  policy^  but  it  may  be  afTerted  again>thaC 
true  policy  is  infeparable  from  good  morals, 
and  dill  further,  the  Swrfs  cannot  be  appre- 
henQve  of  the  encroachments  of  any  foreign 
ftate,  as  long  as  they  perceive  that  the  gene- 
ral aim  of  Europe  is  to  preferve  an  equilibri- 
tim  of  power:  this  balance  is  their  bed  and 
indeed  their  only  fafeguard ;  for  though  no 
foldier,  I  think  I  might  aficrt  that  SwifTer- 
land  with  all  its  force,  could  never  maintairt 
a  defenfive  war  againft  either  France  or  the 
Emperor.     The  Swifs  and  their  allies  are 

fuppofcd 


i6^  TRAVEL  S. 

fuppofed  to  amount  to  more  than  two  rhillit 
ons  of  fouls.  Their  manner  of  living  is 
much  more  fimple  than  that  of  their  neigh- 
bours, as  they  are  more  reftridted  by  their 
refpedive  governments;  fumptuary  laws 
being  in  full  force  among  them,  and  no 
amufement,  fuch  as  games  of  hazard,  playSy 
operas,  or  even  dancing,  except  at  appointed 
times,  being  permitted.  As  every  citizen  is 
a  foldier  (the  clergy  excepted)  they  on  Sun^ 
days  after  divine  fervice  go  through  the  mi- 
litary exercife  s  they  are  careful  of  the  edu- 
cation of  their  youth,  as  is  evident  from 
their  public  feminaries  or  univerfities;  the 
principal  of  which  are  at  Bafil  and  Berne.^ 
In  giving  you  a  fketch  of  the  national  charac- 
ter I  (hail  confine  myfelf  to  the  popular  go- 
vernments, as  I  think  the  people  there  retain 
the  temper  and  manner  of  the  ancient  Swifs 
more  than  the  other  cantons.  Of  them  I 
think  very  favourably,  provided  1  except 
thofe  of  the  lower  clafs,  who  have  feen  other 
countries,  or  have  any  communication  with 
travellers ;  as  fuch  are  not  only  in  this,  but 
I  believe  in  every  country  of  the  world,  de- 
ceitful 
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fceltful  and  mercenery;  with  regard  to  the 
general    inhabitants  of  thefe   cantons   they 
leem  to  be  frugal  without  meannefs;  brave 
without  vanity;  and  hofpitable  without  of- 
tentation  :  to  (Grangers   they   are  courteous 
and  polite,  without  being  either  defigning  or 
troublefome.     They   value  but  little  thofe 
diftindlions  of  rank:,  birth>  and  fortune,  which 
in  the  other  countries  of  Europe,  and  indeed 
in  the  other  cantons  of  Swiflerland,  are  Co 
obfequiouily  cultivated,  as  they  meafure  the 
dignity  of  the  fituation  by  the  merit  of  the 
individual.     Every  man  here  knows  the  ad- 
vantages  of  his  own  free  government;  and 
as  he  alfo   knows  himfelf  to  "be  a  compo- 
nent part  of  it,  is  from  interefl  as  well  as 
principle  a  real  patriot.     Such  is  their  at- 
tachment to  their  countryj  that,  of  the  Swifs 
regiments  in  foreign   fervice,  many  of  the 
foldiers  after  a  long  abfence  pine  and  fickea 
for  their   return.     Should    that   liberty    be 
refufed   them    (which  never  is    from  expe- 
rience of  the  ill  confequence)  their  death  is 
inevitable  ;  as  neither  promotion  nor  emolu- 
ment can  diffipate  the  melancholy  that  preys 
Vol.  I.  M  upon 
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upon  them.  Home  is  the  only  cure  of  thr^ 
fingular  malady,  which  is  called  the  Stvifs 
ficknefs^  and  that  infallible  In  domeftie  life 
their  private  virtues  flow  from  their  public 
eharadler;  to  their  parents  they  are  grateful 
and  obedient :  to  their  families  affedlionate 
and  attentive  :  inflexible  in  friendfhip :  mild 
as  fuperiors,  and  benevolent  as  men. 

•  They  call  it  in  German  das  heim  moehe.  There  h  » 
fnotlve  that  induces  us  to  recolleft  the  places  which  we  love, 
more  than  the  tnujic  we  have  heard  in  them  j  and  from  this^ 
it  is,  that  all  fongs  and  tunes  that  were  popular  in  their 
country  are  ftri^lly  forbidden  among  the  Swifs  regiments  i» 
foreign  fervice. 
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Grenoble,  Sept.  14,  1787, 

/^N  our  return  to  Geneva,  we  found  be-* 
tween  forty  and  fifty  Englifti  gentle- 
men, annoflg  whom  Lord  P—  and  fom? 
others  had  lately  been  put  in  prifon,  from 
which,  after  a  week's  confinement,  they 
were  releafed  through  the  intercefTion  of  his 
R.  H.  the  duke  of  Gloucefter,  hut  banifhed 
the  republic  for  Ijfe.  I  really  think  the 
magiftrates  exerted  their  authority  with 
extreme  rigour;  and  this  indeed  feems  to 
be  the  opinion  of  all  the  foreigners  with 
whom  I  have  converfed.  The  offence  for 
which  they  were  punidied  was  (as  I  am 
informed)  an  altercation  and  fcuffle  with 
the  guard  for  the  purpofe  of  getting  out  of 
tlie  city  afcer  the  gates  were  fhut ;  an  ad  fo 
inconfiderate,  that  we  cannot  fuppofe  any 
men  would  have  been  capable  of  attempt- 
ing it,  if  they  had  not  been  very  much  in 
liquor,  which  was  the  cafe.  The  command- 
ant of  a  French  city  would  have  laughed  at 
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fach  a  circumftance  as  childifh,  and  bcneatfe 
his  attention  ;  and  I  think  the  magiftrates 
of  Geneva  fiiould  have  been  fatisfied  with; 
reprinnanding  the  offenders,  if  only  in  con- 
fidcration  of  their  being  young  men  and 
foreigners  5  but  impatient  of  oppofition  ta 
their  authority,  and  fearful,  left  private 
difturbance  might  produce  general  initir- 
redion,  they  judged  with  prejiidice,  and 
punifhed  with  feverity.  During  our  ftay  at 
this  place  we  made  an  excurfion  to  Ferney^ 
formerly  the  feat  and  refidence  of  Voltaire. 
The  good  which  he  did  here  is  univerfaHy 
known,  and  univerfally  acknowledged.  He 
was  the  friend  of  the  diftrefled,  and  the 
promoter  of  induftry.  The  population  of 
the  village  in-creafed  during  his  abode  in  k 
(which  was  but  a  few  years)  from  eight  to 
twelve  hundred  perfons,  and  never  was 
there  a  happier  or  more  peaceful-  fociety 
cftabliflied,  though  it  confifted  of  Pro- 
teftants  and  Roman  Catholics.  The  caftle 
or  feat  which  he  built  for  himfelf  has  no. 
thing  very  ftriking  in  its  appearance.  We 
we^e  led  into  every  apartment,  and  in  the 
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fiudy  faw  fixed  over  the  door  a  farcophagus, 
iJi  which  is  an  urn  of  filver  gilt,  that  con-, 
tains  his  heart  s  upon  it  is  the  following 
infcription  :  ' 

Son  efprit  eft  par  tout  mais  fon  coeur  eft  id,* 

Before  the  houfe  is  a  church,  which  he 
built  and  confecrated  to  God  -,  and  in  front 
of  it  put  up  this  motto,  Deo  erexit.  You 
know  the  fentimencs  of  Voltaire  on  religion, 
therefore  I  need  not  fay  any  thing  on  that 
fubje(51:.  We  examined  every  thing  with 
attention,  and  were  forry  to  find  that  the 
prefent  owner  neglects  the  pleafure  grounds 
and  buildings.  Perhaps  he  intends  to  con- 
vert  the  former  into  a  wildernefs,  and  the 
Jatter  into  ruins,  for  they  already  border  on 
them. 

A  few  days  after  this  excurfion  we  agreed 
with  an  Italian  Vetturino,  or  man  that  lets 
out  horfes,  to  condudl  us  over  the  Alps, 
and  left  Geneva  on  the  loth.  We  travelled 
jthrough  roads,  which,  though  bad,  pleafed 

f  His  genius  is  every  where,  but  his  heart  is  here. 
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US  more  than  the  wild  profped  on  each  fide 
to  RenneHie,  a  town  of  miferable  houfes, 
and  ftill  more  miferable  inhabitants.  How- 
ever, I  was  neither  furprized  nor  difappoint- 
ed,  as  I  knew  myfelf  in  Savoy.  Remellie 
Hands  on  a  fteep  rifing  over  the  river  Arve> 
the  foul  current  of  which  is  but  the  coun- 
terpart of  the  general  appearance  of  the 
country.  We  crofTcd  it  by  a  bridge,  the 
defcent  to  which  on  each  fide  is  extremely 
dangerous  j  but  we  had  the  fatisfadion  to 
perceive  that  our  poftillions,  who  were  na 
ilrangers  to  the  place,  took  all  care,  and 
indeed  they  had  every  reafon  to  do  fo,  for 
on  our  arrival  at  the  inn  we  found  a  gentle- 
man and  his  fifter  of  Geneva,  who  but  a 
week  ago  had  fallen  in  their  carriage  over 
the  fide  of  this  bridge,  and  efcaped,  as  it 
were,  by  miracle.  The  poftillion,  who 
drove  them,  had  neglefled  to  chain  the 
"wheel,  and  the  horfes  in  defcending,  being 
unable  to  fuftain  the  weight  of  the  car- 
riage, and  turn  fiiort  over  the  bridge,  were 
forced  through  a  flight  rail  at  the  fide,  and 
fell  at  lead  forty   fcQt.      The   gentleman, 

with 
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'witli  uncommon  prefence  of  mind,  finding 
ic  impofilble  to  prevent  the  accident,  caught 
his  filter  in  his  arms,  and  probably  by  fo 
doing  preferved  both  their  lives  j  for  the 
carriage  was  broken  to  pieces,  the  horfes 
killed,  and  the  poftillion  would  have  fhared 
the  fame  fate  (which  none  <:ould  have  la- 
mented) had  he  not  thrown  himfclf  ofF  on 
the  very  verge  of  the  precipice.  We  con- 
gratulated them  on  their  providential  efcape, 
and  were  happy  to  hear,  that  though  much 
bruifed,  they  were  entirely  out  of  danger* 
How  ftrongly  does  this  circumiftance  plead 
the  neceffity  of  making  poftillions  ufe  every 
precaution  agaipft  danger,  for  who  {o  neg- 
ligent and  inattentive  ?  We  lay  that  night 
in  this  wretched  inn,  and  the  day  following 
travelled  to  Chamberry,  through  a  country 
more  rude  and  mountainous  than  the  moft 
^infrequented  parts  of  SwilTerland.  This 
city,  the  capital  of  the  duchy,  and  refi- 
dence  of  the  ancient  dukes  of  Savoy,  has 
not,  in  my  opinion,  any  thing  to  recom- 
mend ic  to  the  attention  of  travellers,  being 
upon  the  whole  ill  built,  and  fuuated  in  a 
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country  which  by  no  means  pleafes  my  taffci 
though  I  ann  free  to  own,  that  the  environs 
prcfent   great  variety  of  objeds;   but  the 
negledcd   (late  of  agriculture,    particularly^ 
in  the  vines,  which  trail  along  the  ground 
for  want  of  attention  :  the  mean  appearance 
of  the   peafantry  :    the  wild   afped   of    the 
impending  Alps:  and  the  muddy  torrents 
which  run   down   from    thefe  mountains— 
with   me   an  infuperable  objection   to   any 
country,  render  the  whole  one  of  the  moft 
ineligible  places  of  abode  I  ever  favv.     Ne- 
verthelefs,  we  found  the  city  full  of  people, 
and   a   large   body  of   troops   in    garrifon. 
While  dinner  was  preparing  we  procured  a 
guide,  who   led  us   to  an  old  caftle,  fome 
churches,    monafleries,   the  Jefuits  college, 
and  public  walks;    all  of  which  had  little 
of  our  attention,  as  we  thought  them  but 
little  deferving  of  it.     In    the   neighbour- 
hood are  feveral  mineral  fprings,  which  are 
efteemed  very  falubrious,  and  certain  reme- 
dies for  paralytic  complaints;  but  the  prin- 
cipal  and  moft  celebrated   are   at  Aix,  the 
^qu^  Gratia)!^  of  the  Romans,  a  fmall  town 
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between  this  and  Remellie,  where  we  found 
many  invalids.  ^  The  waters  of  that  place 
are  more  impregnated  with  fulphur  and 
allum  than  any  I  had  ever  feen  5  indeed  all 
who  go  there  merit  a  return  of  health,  if  it 
be  only  for  the  inconveniencies  they  fufFer 
during  their  (lay,  as  I  think  1  never  was  in 
fuch  a  hole  of  a  town,  which  notwithftand. 
ing  is  honoured  with  the  title  of  Mar- 
quifate. 

We   left  Chamberry  on  the  day  of  our 
arrival,  and  found  the  country  improve  as 
we  proceeded ;  but  what  pleafed  us  moft 
"were  the  vines  on  the  road  fide,  now  heavily 
laden   with  their  ripe  and  iufcious  burdens, 
of  which  we  did  not  eat  fparingly.     A  few 
fous  procured  us  a  bafket-full,  and  as  many 
thanks  as  clufters.     Indeed,    had  we  been 
fo  inclined,  we  might  have  gathered  them 
as  we  paiTed  along  in  the  carriage  ;  but   we 
knew  that  the  great  quantity  of  the  fruit 
would  not  extenuate  the  injuftice  of  fuch 
an  aft.     Having  again  entered  France,  we 
lay  that  night  in  a  village  of  Dauphiny,  the 
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name  of  which  I  do  not  now  recolledl:,  and 
got  the  next  day  to  its  capital  Grenoble, 
which  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Ifcre,  that  divides  it  from  a  large 
fuburb.  It  is  not  extenfive,  but  to  appear- 
ance very  populous,  and  full  of  good  com- 
pany ;  it  once  was  a  place  of  great  jflrength, 
being  furrounded  by  high  walls  and  baftions, 
which  are  now  in  the  lad  ftage  of  decay. 
Its  bilhops  are  honoured  with  the  title  of 
princes,  but  the  fee  is  dependent  on  th« 
metropolitan  of  Vienne;  its  parliament  was 
appointed  by  Lewis  theXIth  when  dauphin, 
in  1453.  This  province,  after  the  general 
partage  of  the  Roman  empire,  was  poffefled 
by  the  Burgundjans,  from  whom  it  was 
taken  by  the  Franks,  and  made  part  of  the 
kingdom  of  Aries.  It  then  became  fubject 
ID  the  emperor  of  Germany,  {o  that  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  fuccefTively  owned  by  the 
fame  mafiers  as  the  town  and  territory  of 
Geneva.  Guigne  le  gros  Count  of  Grijnauden, 
taking  advantage  of  the  difputes  between 
the  emperors  and  the  fee  of  Rome,  got 
jpoiTcrnon  of  it  la  iioi,  and  by  him  or  his 
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fuccefTors  ic  was  firft  called  Dauphlny,  from 
the  circumftance  of  their  bearing  a  dolphin 
as  their  arms,  k  remained  in  this  family 
till  the  time  of  Humbert  the  lid,  Count 
and  Dauphin  of  the  Viennois,  who,  having 
loft  both  his  fons,  the  elder  in  the  battle 
of  CrcfTy,  and  the  younger  by  an  accident, 
fold  the  province  to  Philip  de  Valois  for 
five  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  (or  100,000 
golden  florins)  but  at  the  fame  time  ftipu- 
lated,  that  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  French 
kings  fliould  afTume  the  name  of  Dauphin, 
and  quarter  the  arms  of  the  province.  This 
agreement  was  entered  into  and  figned  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1343,  at  Bois  de  Vincennes 
near  Paris,  and  Charles  the  Vth,  grandfon 
of  Philip  de  Valois,  was  the  firft  who  bore 
the  title. 

The  morning  after  our  arrival  at  this 
town  we  fet  off  with  the  light  for  the  famous 
Carthufian  monaftery,  about  nineteen  miles 
from  Grenoble.  The  two  firft  hours  were 
taken  up  in  afcending  a  fteep  hill,  after 
which  we  traverfed  a  counti-y  very  fimilar 
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to  the  mod  romantic  parts  of  SwifTcrland^ 
though  not  the  mofl:  beautiful.     When  we 
canne  near  the  monaftery  we  entered  a  nar- 
row valley,  or  rather  paflage  through  the 
rocks,  down  which  gufhed  a  torrent  of  the 
clearefl:  water,  and  having  pafled  under  a 
gate  that  occupies  the  whole  entrance,  af- 
cended  one  of  the   moil  woodland  and  pic- 
turefque  countries  1  had  ever  feen  to  the 
place  of  our  deftination.     Of  the  convent 
I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  it  is  a  large  pile 
of  bailding,  with  every  convenience  for  its 
jnonaftic  fociety  ;  but  it  is  the  fttuation  that 
15  fo  remarkable,  being  every  thing  that  the 
moft   melancholy   enthufiaft  could  wifli  as 
the  fccluded  feat  of  prayer  and  retirement— 
locks  and  v^oods,  and  everlafting  folitude : 
yet  how  frequently  does  it  happen,  that  we 
pc-rceive  the  mon   admirable  dcfign  coun- 
teradlfd   by  the  vfry  circumftance   that  is 
intended   to  produce  the  defired  efied  ?  as 
in  the  inftancc  before  us.    The   country,  in 
-which  this  monaftery  is  fituated,  was  chofen 
on  account  of  its  pomantic  appearance,  and 
diftance  from  all  fcciety,  as  btft  adapted  to 
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devotion ;  but  it  is  this  very  lituation  thac 
makes  it  a   place  of  general  refort.     I   be- 
lieve few  convents  fee  fo  much  connpany, 
and  fure  I  anr>,  that  none  treat  their  guefts 
with   more  good  breeding  and  hofpitality* 
On  our  arrival  we  were  nnoft  politely  re- 
ceived by  one  of  the  order,  whom  we  fup- 
pofed  mafler  of  the  ceremonies  for  the  bro- 
therhood.    He    firfl:  (hewed  us  the  houfe, 
and  then  conduced  us  near  a  mile  higher 
to  the  hermitage  and  chapel  of  St.  Bruno. 
If   you   (hould    be   unacquainted    with  St. 
Bruno,  I  mufl  inform  you,  that  about  the 
year  i  lOO  he  was  a  canon  of  Rheims,  and 
founder  of  this  order   and  monaftery;  but 
before  he   built  the  latter  he  had  retired  to 
his    hermitage,    which    to   us  appeared  an 
habitation  more  congenial  to  the  nature  of 
a  toad  than  to  that  of  man,  wheje  he  pafTed 
many  of  his  latter  years  in  prayer  and  fcverQ 
penance.     Poor   maniac !    Our  companion 
faid   not   a   word  either  of  him,    or  of  his 
cell  ;    indeed  be  was  quite   a  man  of   the 
Avorld,  and  converfed  fo  liberally  on  what 
pafTed  in  it,  that  had  it  not  been  for  his 
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fiabir,  I  fhould  never  have  guefTed  at  his 
profefTion.     On  our  return  to  the  monaftery 
we  entered  a  large  room,  and  were  honoured 
with   the  company   of  the  principal,    who 
was  to  the  full  as  polite  and  entertaining  as 
our  firft  acquaintance  5  indeed,  all  the   fra- 
ternity   we  faw  were   in  pofleffion  of  thefe 
engaging  qualities.    Female  fociety  was  the 
only  enjoyment  wanting  to  make  it  a  moft 
charming  community  5    but  women   are  to 
all  appearance  excluded.    Whilft  dinner  was 
preparing  we  diverted  ourfflves  with  a  book 
called   the  Album,  in-  which   all  who  vifit 
the  convent  are  defired  to  write  their  names, 
and  whatever  elfe   they  pleafe.     We  found 
on   infpeaion   many    of   our  acquaintance, 
and  fuch   a  medley  of  poetry  and  profe,  as 
never  was  colleded  before.     Oh  that  fome 
wag  would  tranfcribe  thefe  books,  and  pub- 
iifh  the  copies  of  them   in  England  !  Then 
would  you   fee  invocations   to   the  Mufes, 
addrefles  to  the  Dryads,  odes  to  the  Monks 
for  a  dinner,  defcriptions  of  the  place,  and 
fentiments,  oh  what  fentiments !  grave  and 
philofophic,    tender  and  elegiac  5   but   the 
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fceft  is,  you  would  alfo  fee  who  were  the 
authors  of  thefe  ineftimable  compofuions, 
as  their  names  are  written  in  full  length  at 
the  bottom.  I  will  anfwer  for  the  fale  of  fuch 
a  book,  and  mufl  again  fay,  I  wifh  fomebody 
would  undertake  it.  When  we  had  amufed 
ourfelves  near  an  hour  in  examining  this 
magazine  of  Belles  Lettres,  our  attention 
was  called  off  to  table,  where  we  found 
an  excellent  fervice  of  fidi,  roots,  ep^o-s, 
cheefe  and  butter,  dried  fruits,  and  o^ood 
wines.  What  noble  fellows  are  thefe  monks! 
they  acculed  our  appetites^  though  we  ate 
like  two  aldermen,  and  were  forry  their  wine 
was  not  good,  when  we  were  deep  in  the 
fecond  bottle  :  never  did  I  make  a  better 
dinner,  never  met  with  more  agreeable 
company  ;  but,  alas  I  friends  mud  part. 
They  prefTed  us  very  much  to  take  ano- 
ther bottle  at  fupper  j  but  no.  We, 
like  Shylock,  had  stn  oath  to  return  that 
evening  to  Grenoble.  Therefore  fhaking 
very  near  the  whole  convent  by  the  hand, 
which  took  up  at  leall  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
¥re  bade  farewell,  mounted  our  horfes,  and 
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arrived  in  good  time  for  Tartuffe,  one  oC 
the  inimitable  Moliere's  bed  comedies.  In 
the  theatre  we  renewed  acquaintance  with 
an  officer  of  the  regiment  de  Saintonge, 
who  had  been  our  fellow-traveller  from 
Challons  to  Lyons.  He  introduced  us  tO 
many  of  his  corps,  all  of  whom  fpeak  a 
little  Engli(l)>  having  ferved  part  of  the 
lafl  war  in  America.  1  cannot  cxprefs  to 
you  my  aftonifhment  at  finding  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, and  thofe  of  another  regiment,  in 
violent  oppofition  to  the  meafures  of  go- 
vernment, and  advocates  for  an  afTembly  of 
the  States-general,  who  they  fay  (liould 
alone  determine  on  the  taxes  and  contribu- 
tions of  the  kingdom.  *  What  realbn  have 
I  now  to  admire  the  declaration  of  the 
gentleman  with  whom  I  converfed  with  at 
Nifmes  four  months:  ago.  Pray  examine 
my  letter  dated  from  that  place.  I  then 
looked  upon  his  opinion  as  nothing  more 
than  the  refult  of  his  wifhes.  I  now  dif- 
cover  that  it  was  founded  upon  the  intimate 

*  This  alludes  to  part  of  a  letter  not  publiflied, 
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knowledge  of  his  countrymen.    The  French 
^Allhe  free :  and  it  is  the  example  of  Bri- 
tain that  has  given  birth  to  this  bold  fpirit. 
The  fermentation  is  high,  the  cry  general, 
the  remonftrances  firm,    hardy    and   deter- 
mined.    I  believe   I   might   fo  far  rifk  aa 
opinion,  as  to  afTert  that  Louis  the  XVIth 
muft  accede  to  every  thing  which  they  may 
think  proper  to  demand  ;    for   when  a  go- 
vernment, which  has  been   fupported  by  a 
military  eftablifhment  alone,  hears  the  voices 
of   the  people  and  army  infift  on    certain 
privileges,    how  can  it   refufe  ?    The  king 
mud  call  an  aflembly   of   the  flates,    and 
their  power  will  be  fuperior  to  his.     All  this 
is  the  confequence  of  having  fupported  the 
Americans ;  for  not  only  the  officers  who 
were  fent  to  aflifi:  them  caught  the  flame  of 
liberty,  and  naturally  afkcd  themfclves  why 
they  had  it  not  s  but  it  having  jnvolved  the 
nation  in  fuch  debts,  the  king  was  thrown 
upon    the   defperate   expedient    of    having 
recourfe  to  a  National  AflTembly,  which  I 
am  perfuaded  will  reduce  his  authority  to 
'     Vol.  I.  N  a  Iha- 
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d  (hadow;  When  a  people  are  thus  unitedl 
for  the  purpofe  of  examining  the  abufei 
of  their  governnrient,  the  confequence,  de» 
pend  upon  it,  is  liberty;  but  let  us  wait^ 
and  be  attentive. 
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tJAVING  pafled  two  days  moft  agreeably 
at  Grenoble,  we  left  it  on  the  14th, 
and  travelling  back  part  of  the  road  we  had 
come,  arrived  in  the  evening  at  Montmel- 
lian,  a  town  fituated  imnnediately  under  the 
Alps,  and  at  the  entrance  of  one  of  their 
deep  and  narrow  valleys  watered  by  the  river 
Ifere.  I  can  fay  nothing  favourable  of  the 
place,  as  it  confifts  of  wretched  cottages 
for  the  mod:  part  in  ruins.  Above  the  town 
are  the  mouldering  remains  of  a  citadel, 
which  feems  to  have  been  erefted  for  guard- 
ing this  pafs  into  Italy;  The  foil  of  the 
valley  is  rich,  but  neglected ;  were  the  in- 
habitants but  half  fo  attentive  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  vine,  as  the  hufbandmen  of 
Burgundy,  I  am  fatisfied  they  might  make 
an  excellent  wine,  as  they  have  choice  of 
foil  and  climate.  But  here  is  no  incentive 
to  induftry  and  improvement,  the  return 
of  the  peafant's  labour  is  fwallowed  up  by 
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tithes  and  taxes,  and  fhould  he  be  unfc^. 
tunate  enough  t6  haVe  a  little  fimWyy  which 
every   where  but   in  Savoy   is  eftecnned  a 
blefllng,  he  is  conftrained,  even  by  parental 
afFedion,  to  drive  thenm  out  when  children, 
that  in  other  Countries  they  may  gain  by 
menial  fervice  that  fubfiftence  which  their 
own  denies ;  hence  it  is  that  Chimney -/weeper 
and  Savoyard  are  fynonyrnous  in  France,  as 
are  Swifs  and  Porter  for  the  fame  reafon. 
On  the  15th  we  continued  our  journey  up 
this  winding  valley,  and  entered  the  hollow 
regions  of  the  Alps.     I  fuppofe  the  prefent 
appearance  o'f  their  inhabitants  is  very  fimi- 
lar  to  what  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  Ro- 
mans, particularly  with  regard  to  their  long 
and  fhaggy  hair,  which  gives  them  a  wild 
afpefl,    though  in  manners  they  are    eafy 
and  fimple.     We   found  the   roads    much 
better  than  we  expecSted,   but  the  bridges 
very  dangerous  for  a    carriage,    as   indeed 
you  will  perceive,  when  I  tell  you  that  they 
confift  of  two  fir  trees,   which  extend  froiYt 
bank  to  bank,  and  feme  fmaller  timber  laid 
crofsways,  and  loofe  from  one  beam  to  the 

other. 
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o^her.     It  frequently  happens  that  many -of 
thefe  bridges  are  fwept  away,  and  travellers 
delayed  fix  or  eight  days  in  thefe  miferable 
villages,  where   I  fuppofe  they  feldom  en- 
counter fo  happy  an  adventure  as  the  family, 
of  Fonrofe  did— you  have  read  Marmontel's 
Shepherdefs  of  the  Alps.     After  a  tedious 
journey  we  arrived  at  St.  Jean  de  Mauri- 
ennej  which,  though  the  feat  of  a  Prince 
Bifhop,  and  governed  by  a  commandant,  is 
like  all  the  towns   of  Savoy,    as  vile  and 
beggarly  as   can   be   imagined.     We   here 
met  a  Frenchman  on  hjs  return  to  his  own 
country  from  Turin,  who,  as  we  were  ftandr% 
ing  at  the  inn  door,  entered  into  conver- 
fation  with   us,  and  begged  leave  to  offer 
{bme  advice  for  our  conduct  on  going  into 
Italy  y    "  though  the  bed  I  can  give  you, 
*'  gentlemen  (added  he)  is  not  to  go  at  all, 
*^  for  it  is  a  country  of  beggars,  pickpock- 
"  ets,  and  afTaffins.     I  have  lived  there  two 
"  years,  and  believe  that  during  that  time  I 
"  have  ktn  at  leaft  forty  people  dabbed  in. 
^  the  ftreets  -,  but  God  be  praifed,  I  have  left 
.^*  JCh^  mifcrcants,  and   am  now  going  into 
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««  France,  the  bed  country  in  the  world.'* 
Our  Vetturino,  little  Bouchon,  who  is  a 
native  of  Turin,  happened  unfortunately 
to  be  prefent  at  this  panegyric  on  his  coun- 
trymen J  I  could  perceive,  that  as  the  pic- 
ture went  on,  his  countenance  changed,  and 
his  eyes  gliftened  with  rage.  However,  he 
with  much  difficulty  contained  himfelf  till 
the  whole  was  finifhed  •,  when  advancing 
a  few  fteps,  he  gave  our  monitor  not  the 
retort  courteous,  but  the  lie  dired,  adding, 
as  he  turned  off  with  a  fneer  of  contempt, 
•*  This  fellow  is  fome  French  thief,  who 
^'  has  efcaped  from  the  galleys."  This  you 
niay  be  fure  produced  a  reply  j  when  mutual 
abufe  rofe  to  that  height,  that  Bouchon, 
forgetful  of  the  original  charge  againft  the 
Italians,  drew  out  a  large  cafe  knife  5  and 
now  bloody  deeds  would  have  enfued,  had  not 
Monfieur  fled  with  a  precipitancy  that  fear 
only  could  have  effefted.  I  fuppofe  he  made 
the  bed  of  his  way  home,  for  we  often  in- 
quired after  him,  but  he  was  not  to  be  ktn 
at  the  inn,  though  on  his  arrival  there  he 
had  ordered  a  little  fupper  a  la  Fran^oife. 
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As  I  by  110  means  approved  of  this  difpo- 
fition  in  our  poftillion,  I  alked  him  how  he 
coujd  attempt  fo  bafe  an  aftion.  Oh,  Sir, 
faid  he,  I  only  did  it  to  frighten  him  a  little, 
but  yet  be  is  a  Frenchman,  and  what  harnji 
is  in  killing  a  Frenchman  ?  The  next  day 
we  reached  Lannebourg,  having  feen  on  the 
road  fome  fppts  that  pleafed  us  much,  and 
which  might  be  madjc  agreeable  places  of 
refidence,  were  it  not  for  th^e  ide^  of  being 
Aiut  up  on  all  fides  in  this  Alpine  prifon* 
We  alfo  pafled  fome  riph  mines  of  filver^ 
lead,  and  iron,  which  were  difcovcr.ed  aboujC 
twenty  years  ago  by  fomje  Spaniards,  moft 
of  them  are  neglefted  nicrely  from  want  ojf 
cnterprize  in  the  proprietors  5  but  how  caa 
we  expeQ  cnterprize  in  Savoy,  where  the 
fovereign  is  abfolute,  and  commerce  con- 
fidered  as  a  (lain  upon  nobility  ?  Lanne- 
bourg is  fituated  under  Mount  Cenis,— a 
vaft  Alp  that  terminates  the  valley,  and 
divides  Savoy  frpm  Piedmont.  Early  the 
next  morning  pur  guides  took  the  carriage 
|o  pieces,  which  they  put  on  the  backs  of 
^ome  noble  mules,  and  flung  the  body  be- 
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tween  two  of  thefe  animals ;  in  this  manner 
they  proceeded  two  hours  before  us.     Wc 
had  each  a  mule,  but  having  determined  to 
walk  all  the  way,  left  them  to  the  poilillions, 
and  began  our  journey  on  foot.    Travellers 
are    frequently   carried  over  by    men   in  a 
chair,    fomething  fimilar  to  a   fcdan,    buc 
much  lighter  (as  you  will  fuppofe)  for  fuch 
a  journey,  and   covered  with  oilfkin,  or  in 
winter,  when  they  defcend  to  Lannebourg, 
the  guides  have  at  the  top  a  kind  of  fledge, 
in  which  they  condudl  paflengers  with  in- 
conceivable velocity  to  the  bottom.    Thefe 
machines  Aide  on  iron  keels  down   the  icy 
fides  of  the  mountain,  and  may  be  flopped 
or  guided  at  will.     So  agreeable  too  is  the 
fwift  pafTage,  that  many  Englifh  gentlemen,, 
as  they  informed  us,  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  reafcend  Mount  Cenis  for  the  purpofe  of 
Aiding  down  a  fecond  time.    We  were  abouc 
an  hour  and  a  half  in  gaining  the  fummit, 
as  we  followed  the  road,  which  is  made  in 
a  winding  diredlion  for  the  purpofe  of  eafing 
the  afcent.     Having  fat  fome  time  to  re- 
frefh  ourfelves,  we  continued  our  journey 
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qji  foot  over  a  large  plain,  which  extends 
ip  an  oblong  form  between  two  ranges  of 
ipountain  5  and  fomething  rnore  than  half 
way  over  arrived  at  two  or  three  houfes 
called  the  Hofpital,  built  for  the  reception 
of  the  poor  pilgrim,  who  travels  over  the 
Alps  for  the  purpofe  of  ki fling  St.  Peter's 
toe,  or  faying  Ave  Marias  to  our  lady  of 
Loretto.  Oppofite  this  place  is  a  lake  about 
two  miles  and  a  half  in  circumference, 
which  produces  the  mod  exquifite  trout 
I  ever  tafted ;  thofe  of  our  boafted  Uflc 
Ipeing  fo  inferior  in  flavour,  that  I  will  not 
even  bring  them  in  comparifon.  Bouchon, 
who  had  left  nothing  unattempted  to  ex- 
piate his  condufl  at  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne, 
plumed  himfelf  on  directing  us  to  this  lux- 
ury, and  indeed  the  merit  of  the  adion  was 
fo  great,  that  had  I  been  a  minifter  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  I  (hould  immedi- 
ately have  pronounced  his  abfolution ;  for 
on  our  arrival  at  the  Hofpital  they  were 
taken  out  of  the  lake,  fried,  and  ferved  up 
in  a  clean  di(h  of  earthen  ware,  and  Pocock, 
who  was  if  pofiible  more  pieafed  than  my- 

felf. 
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feir^  declared  he  had  never  tafted  any  thing 
fa  delicious.     But  they  ipuft  be  eaten  or^ 
the  fpot,  or  they  lofe  much  of  their  flg- 
yoor,  as  incjeed  we  experienced   the  fame 
day ;  for  having  carried  fonfie  of  them  tq 
the  place  where  we  dined,  they  fcemed  tQ 
be  a  different  fpecies  of  the  trout.    Havino- 
waited  fome  time  at  the  Hofpital,  we  again 
went  forward^  anji  on  the  brow  of  the  hill 
called  the  Great  Crofs,  came  within  fight 
of  Italy.     From  thi§  place  the  defcent  into 
the  vale  pf  St.  |^Jicholas  is  fo  rugged,  that 
in  fome  author  I  h^ve  ken  it  admirably 
compared  to  a  winding  and  broken  flair- 
cafe.    Ac  the  bottom  we  crofTed  a  fmaH 
brook,    ^nfj  entered   Piedmont,    of  which 
we  were  fopn  made  fenfible  by  the  chanf^e 
of  language;    having   dined    at  Novalefe, 
we  got  into  the  carriage  put  together  againj 
and  arrived  about  fun-fet  at  St.  Ambrofe. 

Since  wx  departure  from  Montmcllian, 
my  attention  has  been  principally  occupied 
in  attempting  to  afcertain  the  rout  of  Han- 
nibal over  the  Alps.    The  hiftorical  accoun? 

9^ 
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t)f  this  celebrated   expedition  is,    that  he 
Itiarched  from  Carthagena  in  Spain  at  the 
head  of  100,000  men  and  40  elephants  r 
croffed  the  Pyrenees  near  their  eaftern  ex- 
tremity :  traverfed  th^c  part  of  Gaul  which 
extends  from  thefe  mountains  to  the  banks 
of  the  Rhone  near  the  Pont  St.  Efprit,  over 
which  river  he  tranfported  his  army,  and 
routed   the   Gauls,    who  oppofed  him   011 
his  landing.     Here  finding  that  the  Conful 
Publius  Cornelius  Scipio  was  at  Marfeilles, 
he  was  apprehenfive  that  he  would  intercept 
him  on  his  march,  and  by  a  battle  diminifh 
the  number  of  his  troops ;  he  therefore  led 
them  northward  up   the  Rhone,    until  he 
came  to  the  fpot  where  the  I  fere  forms  a 
jun(5lion  with  that  river.     At  this  place  he 
turned  off  through  the  country  of  the  Allo- 
broges,  or  modern  Dauphiny,  and  arrived 
at  the  foot  of  the  Alps.     Having  entered 
their  deep  vallies,  he  had  to  encounter  not 
only  the  difficulties  of  the  road,  but  the 
attacks  of  the  fierce  and  favage  people,  who 
inhabited  thefe  hitherto  impenetrated   re* 
gions  (as  few  will  give  credit  to  the  fabu- 
lous 
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lous  inarch  of  Hercules.)     However,   tbefe^ 

he  overcame,  and  in    nine  days  arrived  a^ 

the  fummit  of   the  nnountains.     But  now 

dill  greater  obftacles   impeded  his  defcent  j 

oyer  thefe,   however,   his  genius  and    p^r- 

feverance  triumped,  fo  that  he  brought  his 

army,  though  reduced  to  one  fifth  of  their 

original  number,    into  Piedniont,    or  thac, 

part  of  Italy   which  is  watered  by  the  |^o, 

and  began  the  campaign  with  the  capture 

of  Turin.     Such  are  the  principal  circum- 

ftances   recorded    by  Polybius,    the    friend 

and    companion   of   Scipio   Africanus    the 

younger.     He  had  converfed  witli  officers, 

who  had  ferved  againft  Hannibal,  and  had 

himfelf  travelled  for  the  purpofe  of  recon- 

fioitring  his  march.     Neverthelefs,  I  nnuft 

fuppofe  his  pafiage  to  have  been  as  Livy 

defcribesit;  that  is,  more  to  the  fouth  5— 

by  Brian^on  to  Feneftrelles,  where  he  de- 

fcended  into  Italy.     My  reafons  for  being 

of  this  opinion  are  thefe  ;  firft,  becaufe   if 

the  *  remarkable  anecdote  is  believed,  that 

he 

•  Per  omnia  nive  oppleta  quum  fignis  prima  luce  moti» 
figniter  agmen  incederet,    Pigritiacjue  et  deiperatio  in  ora- 

niunci 
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he  raifed  the  dejefled  fpirit  of  his  troops, 
by  fbewing  them  from  the  Alps  the  fruitful 
plains  of  Italy  ;  there  is  only  one  part  of  all 
thefe  mountains  from  which  Piedmont,  &c. 
can  be  {een  by  an  army,  which  is  near 
the  Col  de  Feneftrelles  5  and  again,  if 
he  crofTed  the  Durance,  which  Teems  to 
be  the  general  opinion,  he  mud,  in  coming 
from  the  mouth  of  the  I  fere,  have  taken 
this  rout ;  for  had  he  gone  by  Grenoble  and 
Mount  Cenis,  he  would  have  left  the  fource 
of  that  river  confiderably  to  the  right  hand, 
as  you  will  perceive  by  examining  a  chart 
of  the  country.  With  regard  to  the  flory 
of  his  having  cut  through  a  precipice  with 
fire  and  vinegar,  it  does  not  merit  attention, 
not  being  mentioned  by  Polybius,  and  in- 
deed undeferving  of  a  place  in  the  Decades 
of  Livy.  There  are,  who  fuppofe  he  paf- 
fed  by  the  great  St,  Bernard,  or  Jl^es  Pen-* 

nium  vultu  emineret.  PrsegrefTus  figna  Annlbal  In  pro- 
montorio  quodam,  unde  longe  ac  late  profpeftus  erat,  con- 
iiftere  juffis  mllitibus,  Italiam  oftentat,  fubje6lorque  Alpi- 
nis  montibus  circum  Padanos  Campos.  Masniaque  eos 
turn  ti'anfcendere  non  Italic  modo^  fed  ctiam  urbis  Romae. 

Xiv.  lib.  zi,  cap.  35> 
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»/»^,*  which  received  their  name  from  tlii 
Carthaginians  or  P^ni,  but  the  laft  men» 
tioncd  hiftorian  completely  refutes  this  opi- 
nion.    Not  only  then,  but  even  now,  this 
paflage  woiild  be  altogether  impraaicable 
for  fuch  cumberfome  ^nirhals  as  elephants  j 
and  dill  farther,  had   he  efFefted  it,  inftead 
of  taking  Turin  in  his  way  to  Rome,  he 
would  have  left  that  city  at  a  diftance  on 
the  right.     This  opinion  therefore  is  furt- 
damentally  erroneous. 

Such,  nhy  dear  Sir,  is  what  I  have  been 
able  to  colledl:  of  the  famous  expedition  of 
Hannibal  over  the  Alps,   and  I  hope  the 
perufal  of  it  might   afford  you  fome  little 
amufemcnt. 

We  fet  off  early  from  St.  Ambrofe,  and 
having  travelled  a  few  miles,  got  into  a 
road  that  runs  in  almoft  one  continued 
flraight  line  to  Turin,  and  fhows  one  of 
the  noblefl:  avenues  of  trees  imaginable, 
much  beyond    any   thing   of   the  kind   in 

•  Penninus  is  a  word  of  Celtic   etymology.     It  meant 
lofty,    P^n  is  in  the  Welfti  language  a  head. 
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Inlanders  or  Brabant,  the  land  c!n  each  fide 
being  naturally   fertile,    and   having,   as  I 
ihould  fuppofe  from  its  low  fituation,  the 
advantage  of  being  occafionally  overBowed^ 
is  laid  down  in  pafture  j  the  vines  are  trained 
from  one  tree  to   another,  as  they  are   in 
Spain,  and  according  to  the  ancient  cuftoni 
of  Italy,  ulmis  adjmgere  vttes.    On   our  en- 
trance into  this  charming  country,  I  gazed 
on  every  objedt  with  an  eye  df  affcrdtiori; 
and  indeed  how  (hould  it  be  otherwife,  finite 
almofl:  from  my  infancy  t  have  been  taught 
to  admire  it,  for  who  can  re^d  the  Roman 
authors  without  acquiring  the  ftrongefi:  par- 
tiality for  Italy  ?  What  friend  tcf  patriotifm, 
to  magnanimity,  to  fcience,  ^^ould  not  be 
Enraptured  at  his  firft  view  of  the  land  that 
has  produced  a  nation  fo  eminent  for  thefe  ? 
Every  ftep  we  take  is  upon  claflTic  ground, 
and  the  further  we  proceed,  the  more  the 
objeds  of  our  regard  multiply  and  pleafe. 
To  the  lovers  of  antiquity  it  is  not  the  mere 
face  of  a  country  that  makes  it  interefling, 
but  the  people  who  have  poffefled,  or  the 
authors  who  have  defcribed  it  j  for  believe 

me. 
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me,  I  would  fooner  dwell  a  month  in  a  coti 
tage  on  the  naked  plain  where  Troy  once 
Itood,  than  inhabit  the  mod  pidlurefque 
part  of  SwilTerland,  or  view  the  falls  of  the 
Niagara.  But  Jet  me  difmifs  thefe  rcflec>. 
tions,  which  are  perhaps  a  little  too  roman* 
tic,  and  tell  you  that  we  are  arrived  at 
Turin,  pleafed  with  all  we  have  fcen,  buC 
infinitely  more  with  the  anticipation  of  all 
we  (hall  fee.  What  happinefs  there  is  m 
anticipation  ! 


Turin,  Sept.  24,   1787. 

THIS   noble  city,  which  ftands  on  the 
northern   bank  of  the  river  Po,  is  perhaps, 
if  taken  all  in  all,  the  beft  built,  beft  for- 
tified,   and    the  mod   uniform  in  Europe. 
Its  form  is  oval,  the  ftreets  are  wide,  and 
extend    in    flrait  lines   from    one    end    of 
it  to  the  other.     Through   the  middle  of 
which  the  clear  dream  of  the  Doria  is  made 
to  flow  in  little  channels  that  keep  them 
clean,  and  fupply  the  inhabitants  with  yood 
water.     As  I  had  never  read  any  defcription 

of 
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of  Turin-,  I  was  agreeably  furprized  On  our 
arrival.  The  fronts  of  the  houfcs  in  every 
ftreet  are  fimllar  to  each  other,  being  builc 
of  hewn  (lone,  three  (lories  high.  The  late 
kingj  who  was  really  what  kings  (hould  be, 
the  Father  of  his  country,  began  thefe  im- 
provements, and  might  be  called  the  fccond 
Founder;  for  fo  great  is  the  alteration,  that 
it  would  be  impofiiblc  for  any  perfon,  who 
had  feen  it  before  the  new  plan  was  exe- 
cuted, to  know  it  in  the  prcfent  time.  But 
although  the  appearance  of  the  whole  is 
particularly  grand  and  Itriking,  its  unifor* 
mity  foon  tires  the  eye^  which  requires 
variety;  and  thus  it  is  with  numberlefs 
objeds,  whofe  beauties  vanifli  with  their 
novelty.  Before  I  fay  any  thing  more  of 
Turin,  you  will  fuffcr  me  to  obferve,  that 
it  is  by  no  means  my  intention  to  give  you 
a  regular  and  minute  defcription  of  the 
public  buildings;  for  if  I  judge  of  your 
tafte  by  my  own,  I  am  fure  it  would  be 
more  tirefome  than  pleafing.  Whatever  I 
think  interefting,  you  may  be  aflured  I  (hall 
not  fail  to  mention ;  but  on  the  dimenfions 
Vol.  I.  O  of 
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of  a  column,  or  the  mouldings  of  an  archi-i 
tfave,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  be  filent.  Whilft 
the  venerable  appearance  of  the  royal  pa- 
lace makes  it  look  like  the  great  anccftor 
of  the  city,  its  heavy  and  ill- proportioned 
ftructure  ftands  as  a  memento  of  the  rude 
and  barbarous  ages  of  Italy.  It  occupies 
one  fide  of  a  fquare  called  the  Piazza  Caf- 
tello,  and  behind  it  are  gardens,  whichy 
being  lliced  into  a  variety  of  fquares,  paral- 
lelograms, and  triangles,  are  by  no  means 
fxiited  to  the  Englilh  tafte.  But  the  infide 
of  the  palace  makes  ample  amends.  It  has 
a  noble  fuite  of  rooms  richly  furnifhed,  and 
hung  with  a  fine  coUedion  of  pidlures  of 
the  Italian  and  Flcmifli  fchools;  of  the 
latter,  one  by  Gerard  Douw,  the  fubje(5!: 
of  which  h  a  dropfieal  woman  attended 
by  her  phyfician,  hrr  daughter,  and  maid- 
fervant,  is,  I  think,  one  of  the  mod  high- 
ly finiihed  pidures  I  ever  faw,  perhaps 
too  much  fo.  It  is  eonfidered  as  the  mod 
valuable  of  the  colle(flion,  placed  in  the 
beft  light,  and  carefully  fhut  up  in  a 
fmall  cabinet,  or  cafe  of  (I  believe)  ebon^. 
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e  here  had  a  very  good  opportunity  of 
iludying  the  manner  and  colouring  of  the 
different  painters,  whofe  produdions  were 
fnewn  to  us  j  but  this  is  a  fcience  that 
requires  much  time,  and  more  difccrnment. 
However,  we  fhall  have  leifiire  for  improve- 
ment before  we  leave  Italy.  The  fanrte  day 
we  vifited  the  citadel,  which  is  called  by 
military  men  the  firft  thing  of  the  kind 
tfxifling;  but  as  I  am  no  judge  of  counter* 
icarps,  glacis,  covered  ways,  curtains  or 
baftions,  you  may  be  aflured  that  I  Hiall 
not  attempt  a  defcription  of  this  fortifi- 
cation, but  only  fay  that  it  has  a  very 
noble  and  formidable  appearance*  The 
foundations  were  laid  in  1564,  by  Emanuel 
Philibert,  duke  of- Savoy;  but  as  fortifica- 
tion was  little  known  at  that  early  period, 
the  citadel  muft  have  afiumed  quite  a  new 
form  to  be  what  it  is  at  prefent.  The  great 
theatre,  or,  as  it  is  here  called,  11  Teatro 
reggio,  is  a  much  finer  houfe  than  we  have 
in  London,  being  built  on  a  plan  very  dif- 
ferent and  fuperior  to  that  of  our  opera. 
It  is  lofty  enough  to  admit  fix  rows  of 
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boxes>  which  continue  round  the  body  of 
the  houfc,  or  theatre^  there  being  no  gal- 
leries to  obftrud  and  deaden  the  mufic.  The 
depth  of  the  ftagc  alone,  is,  (as  I  am  inform-^ 
cd)  126  feet  by  96 — an  immenfe  allotment 
of  fpace  for  theatrical  exhibition.     As  this 
theatre  is  only  ufed  during  the  carnival,  we 
faw  it  in  the  day-time,  confcquently  to  great 
difadvantage.     The  only  theatre  now  open 
is  that  of  Carignano,  where  we  found  an 
admirable  comic  opera— an  entertainment 
to  which,  by  the   way,  1  think  1  fhall  be 
very  partial^  when  better  acquainted  with 
Italian.     The  (bow  of  company   did   not 
anfwer   our   expedlations,    but   I   find  the 
boxes  are  feldom  full,  except  on  the  firft 
and  fecond  nights   of   performance,  when 
the  theatre   is   illuminated,    and  with    the 
audience  makes  a  very  brilliant  appearance. 
If  I  except  fome  favourite  airs,  the  opera 
is  entirely  difregarded  by  the  parties  in  the 
boxes,  who  are  engaged  either  at  cards,  or 
in  converfation.    In  (hort,  it  is  only  a  pub- 
lic manner  to  receive  vifits,  except  on  the 
firft   or    fecond   reprefentation,    when   the 

whole 
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«Kr!iole  houfe  is  filent.  This  inattention  is 
very  natural,  when  we  confider  that  the 
,^me  opera  is  repeated  fuccefiively  for  a 
month  or  fix  weeks  Among  the  private 
palaces  that  we  faw  (for  you  muft  know 
that  every  gentleoian's  houfe  in  Italy  is 
called  a  palace)  the  mod  fuperb  is  that  of 
the  Marquis  del  Bergo  ;  and  never  did  I 
behold  any  thing  fo  extravagantly  magni- 
ficent. The  furniture  is  of  the  richeft  ma- 
terials that  can  pofllbly  be  procured,  and 
the  ceiling  ornamented  with  garlands,  fef. 
toons,  and  fancy  work  of  bands  and  twift 
of  folid  gold  enamelled,  I  aflurc  you  the 
apartments  of  the  royal  palace  are  mean  in 
comparifon  of  them.  But  what  pleafcd  us 
more  was  a  cabinet  of  antique  gems,  the 
property  of  the  Commandante  del  Gialoufe. 
This  gentleman,  of  whofc  politenefs  it  is 
impoffible  to  fay  too  much,  feemed  happy 
in  the  opportunity  of  fhewing  us  their  ex- 
quifite  beauties  j  and  I  can  truly  affirm,  that 
I  am  indebted  to  him  for  making  me  ac- 
quainted with  a  pleafure,  to  which  f  was 
^fore  a  (Iranger.     We  expedted  magnifi- 

P  3  ceni 


ijS  TRAVELS. 

cent  churches  here,    but    have    been  verj^ 
much  difappointed.     However,    we   vifired 
that  of   Superga,    fituate    on   a  high    hill, 
about    four    miles   from   Turin.      Having 
gained  the  top  with  fome  difficulty,  as  the 
afcent  is  fteep  and  rugged,  we  came  rather 
fuddenly  on  the   church,  which  prefcnted  a 
handfome  portico,    and  above   it  a   dome 
and  cupola  flanked  on  each  fide  by  fteeples. 
jWithin  it  is  quite  circular,  and  in  all  re- 
fpedls  correfpondent  to  the  exterior  beauty, 
[We   much  admired   its   marble    columns  j 
they  are  of  a  colour  between  blue  and  grey, 
and  exquifitely  polirtied,  but  1  think  rather 
too  low.     Under   the  church   is  the  royal 
vault  ;  the  magnificence  of  which,  thougli 
llriking,  does  not  in  any  degree  take  from 
the  fokmnity;   but  the  whole  pofTefTes  aa 
equal  proportion  of  each,  and  is  mod  aw- 
fully grand.     In  the  center  is  the  coffin  of 
the  late   king,    where    it  is   to   remain   till 
replaced  by  that  of  his  prefent  majefty,  at 
"whofe  funeral  it  will   be  configned   to  the 
tomb  which   now  awaits  it.     Thefe  tombs 
arp  formed  in  the  walls  of  the  vault  for  the 
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deceafed  of  the  royal  family.  But  we  were 
lefs  pleafed  with  Superga,  than  with  the 
rich,  the  extenfive,  and  varied  profpedi:  that 
it  commands  5  we  looked  back  with  exult*? 
ing  pleafure  on  the  Alps,  thofe  vaft  barrier^ 
that  (hut  in  Italy  from  the  more  northern 
countries  of  Europe,  and  divide  not  only 
the  land,  but  climates.  Below  us  was 
Turin,  and  eaftward  we  beheld  the  plains 
of  Lombardy,  as  far  as  Milan ;  through 
which  the  fertilizing  Po  winds  its  lon^ 
jCOurfc,  and  rufhes  violently  into  the  Adri- 
atic.    Thus  Virgil  : 

Et  gemina  auratus  taurino  cornua  vultu 
Eridanus  :  quo  non  alius  per  pinguia  cultSg 
In  mare  purpureum  violentior  effluit  amnis,* 

Puring  the  liege  of  Turin  in  1706,  Vidlor 
Amadsus  afcended  this  hill  to  reconnoitre 
the  pofuion  of  the  enemy,  and  then  made 
a  vow  to  eredl  a  church  on  ic,  if  they  did 
not  fuccecd  in  their  enterprize  againft  the 
^ity;  in   confcquence  therefore  of  the  vic- 

*  Bull-fac'd  Eridanus  with  gilded  horns, 

Than  which  no  (trtam  runs  through  the  fruitful  ka. 

With  fwifter  current  to  the  purple  fea. 
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tory  gained  by  prince  Eugene,  and  the  lotsi 
overthrow  of  the  Fiench  arnny,  he  built 
Supcrga  nine  years  after.  The  expcncc  of 
ic  muft  have  been  cpnfiderably  incrcafed  by 
the  labour  in  conveying  the  materials  to  the 
fite,  which  even  now,  though  much  better 
than  at  that  time,  is  mod  difficult  of  acccfs. 
Another  excurfion  we  made  in  the  vicinity 
of  Turin,  was  to  the  royal  palace  of  La 
Venerie,  the  moft  noble  of  the  king's  coun- 
try refidences;  but  I  cannot  fay  that  J  much 
admire  it.  The  fituation  is  low  and  fiat : 
the  buildings  (if  I  except  the  chapel)  heavy 
and  irregular:  the  apartments  gloomy  ;  the 
fufniture  crowded  and  ill  arranged  :  and, 
finally,  the  gardens  (fo  much  admired  in 
this  country)  are  laid  out  in  the  French 
manner,  confcquently  taftelefs  and  unna^ 
tural.  There  are  three  rooms  in  the  palace 
that  particularly  engaged  our  attention,  as 
they  were  hung,  or  I  would  rather  fay, 
wainfcoted  with  pidures  of  the  crowned 
heads  of  England,  the  German  empire,  and 
Savoy — all  in  my  opinion  very  ill  done. 
You  know  how  nearly  allied  the  Sardinian 

blood 
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|)|ood  royal  is  lo  the  Stuart  family.  About 
two  inilrs  fro-n  La  Vcnerie  is  a  large  elm, 
Jitld  m  univerfal  veneration,  and  1  leave 
you  to  judge  how  much  more  dtfervedly 
fo,  than  the  oak  that  affoded  an  afylum 
%o  our  weak  and  worthiefs  monarch  Charles 
the  lid,  when  1  inform  you  that  under  this 
elm,  Vidlor  Amadacus,  duke  of  Savoy,  prince 
Eugene,  and  two  other  generals  (I  believe 
jhe  prince  of  Anhair,  and  the  marquis  de 
Prie)  held  a  council  of  war,  and  came  to 
the  refolution  of  attacking  the  French  army 
then  before  Turin.  This  happened  on  the 
5th  of  September,  1706.  On  the  7th  they 
forced  the  enemy's  lines,  and  gained  a  mod 
,  ^decifivc  vi6lory,  which  not  only  raifed  the 
fiege  of  the  capital,  but  reinftated  the  duke 
in  all  his  dominions,  and  ruined  the  French 
Intereft  in  Italy. 

Two  days  after  our  arrival  at  Turin,  we 
delivered  our  letters  from  L — d  Carmarthea 
to  Mr.  Jackfon,  who  is  Charge  d'AfFaires 
in  the  abfencc  of  Mr.  Trevor,  the  Britifli 
piiniftcri    in  confcquence  of  which,  after 

certain 
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jcertala  indifpenfible  preliminaries,  fuch  a| 
a  vifit  to  the  prime  miniftcr,  and  leaving 
pur  cards  with  all  the  corps  diplomatiquCj, 
v/€  were  prefented  by  M,  de  Choifleul,  the 
French  ambaffador  (as  the  etiquette  of  the 
court  will  not  admit  of  this  ceremony  being 
performed  by  any  one  who  is  not  vefted 
mih  the  full  powers  of  a  foreign  minifter) 
to  the  king  and  royal  family  at  Montcallier, 
a  palace  on  the  banks  of  the  Po^  about  four 
miles  froni  Turin.  We  were  received  by 
each  in  fcparate  apartments  i  the  firft  was 
the  duke  of  Chablais,  the  king's  brother  5 
from  him  we  went  to  the  two  youngeft 
princes,  the  dukes  of  Aofl:  and  Moncfcrrati 
then  to  the  princefs  of  Piedmont  j  to  her 
confort  the  prince  5  and,  finally,  to  his 
majefty*  The  time  we  remained  with  each 
was  but  (hort,  for  afcer  a  few  general  quef- 
tions  they  bowed,  and  we  retired.  The 
king,  who  is  in  the  fixty-fecond  year  of  his 
age,  is  much  more  perfonable  than  eithei: 
of  his  fons  j  he  convcrfcd  in  French,  ob- 
ierving,  among  other  things,  that  the  Eng- 
Uib,  like  birds  of  paffage,  appeared  in  Italy 
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all  at  a  certain  feafon.     The  prince  of  Pied- 
mont is   an  invalid,  if  1  may  judge  by  hia 
appearance.      He  kept  us  longer  than  either 
of  thrm,  and  fpokc  in  high   terms   of  Eng- 
land,   mentioning    the   obligations    of    his 
family    to  it.      His  Confort   is   a   Bourbon, 
filler  to  Louis   the  XVlth.     Ic  happened  to 
be  her   birth  day,  and   in  confcquence  the 
court   was  full  and  brilliant.     All  military 
officers,  as  in  England,  appear  at  it  in  their 
uniforms  J  at  Verfailles  you  know  it  is  quite 
the  reverfe.     After   the  form  of  prefenting 
ended,  there  was  a  levee,  at  which  the  kins 
and  princes  converfed,  I   think,  with  every 
individual  in  the  circle ;  an  adl  of  no  fmall 
difficulty,  as  the  majority  were  foreigners. 
Having  thus  gone  through  all  the  ceremo« 
jiies  of  this  court,  which  you  know  has  been 
Jong  efteemed  one  of  the   politeft  in   the 
world,    we   returned    to  Turin,   and  dined 
with  the  French   am^baflador,  a  gentleman 
every    way  qualified   for  his  high  fituation, 
and    finifhed  the  evening  with  a  converza- 
tione  at  the  Spanifh  ambaffador's,  to  whom 
ve  were  introduced   by  Mr.  Jackfon.     Of    . 
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thefe  converzationi  I    will  write  you  fome 
future  defcription  when  I   know  more  of 
them.    We  yefterday  went  a  few  miles  from 
Turin  to  lee  the  king  review  a  regiment  of 
dragoons  lately  come  from  Savoy.     He  was 
attended  by  his  three  fons  and  brother,  the 
duke  of  Chablais,    befides    many   of    the 
foreign  miniftcrs  and  nobleffe  of  his  court. 
About  ten  o'clock  they  all  appeared  in  the 
field,  on  which  were  three  tents  pitched  for 
their  reception.     The  king  fccmed  much 
pleafed  with  the  military  appearance  of  the 
cavalry,  which,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  well 
dcfcrved  his  approbation.     During  the  evo- 
lutions one  of  the  troopers  was  thrown  off 
his  horfe,  and  I  could  not  but  witiv  plea- 
fure  mark  the  fovereign's  compafiion,  who, 
on  feeing    the  accident,    immediately   dif* 
patched  an  aid  de   camp  to  his  afliftance  ; 
and  finding  that  the  poor  fellow  was  much 
bruifed,  ordered  him  to  be  carried  in  a  litter 
to  the  hofpital,  and  all  care  to  be  taken  of 

Humanity 
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Humanity  is  a  virtue  of  fo  much  luftrc, 
that  we  are  enamoured  of  it  in  whatever 
afped  it  aflumcsj  but  in  monarchs  it  ap- 
pears to  double  advantage,  they  being  lefs 
cxpofed  to  calamity,  are  confequently  lefs 
able  to  judge  of  the  mifery  of  others  by 
their  own  misfortunes. 
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LETTER    XL 

Turin,  Sept.  28,  1787. 

QN  looking  into  my  journal,  I  find  the 
fubje(5ls  of  my  two  lad  letters  were  out 
paffage  over  the  Alps,  and  a  defcription  of 
Turin  and  its  environs.  By  the  fame  jour- 
nal I  perceive  alfo,  that  I  have  a  goad  deal 
to  crowd  into  this ;  T  mufl:  therefore  be  as 
concife  as  pofuble,  and  to  begin,  fhall  fay 
fomethingmore  than  vvh.tt  I  have  faidof  the 
dominions  of  his  prefent  majcfty  Vidor  Ama- 
dasus  the  Illd.  They  confift  of  Sardinia,  Pied- 
mont, Savoy,  Moniferrat,  and  part  of  the  Mi- 
lanefe.  Never  was  a  fo^ereign  in  poflefTion 
of  two  countries  more  oppofite  to  each 
other  than  Savoy  and  Piedmont ;  the  former 
is  a  wild  trad  of  miOuntain  and  hollow  val- 
lies,  which  require  every  aid  that  art  and 
labour  can  beftow  to  make  the  produce 
adequate  to  the  confumption,  though  no 
people  can  be  more  frugal  than  its  inha- 
bitants, frugal  indeed  in  confequencc  of 
their  poverty.  The  fides  of  thefe  moun- 
tains 
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tains  are  in  many  places  fo  very  fteep,  as 
to  be  inaecefTiMe  to  beafts  of  draught  or 
burden,  and  the  plow  is  there  an  ufelefs  in- 
ftrument  of  agriculture  j  the  peafants  break 
up  the  hungry  foil  with  the  pickaxe  and 
fpade,  and  to  improve  it,  carry  up  mould 
and  dung  m  baflcets.  For  the  purpofe  of 
prefer ving  it  from  drought  in  the  fpring 
and  fummer,  they  cut  fmall  refervoirs  above 
it,  the  water  of  which  may  be  let  out  at 
will,  and  to  prevent  the  earth  from  giving 
way,  break  the  declivity  of  the  mountains 
hy  building  walls  on  the  fide  for  its  fupportj^ 
which  frequently  affume  the  appearance  of 
Ancient  fortification,  and  are  a  very  pleafing 
deception  to  travellers.  The  Savoyards 
carry  their  better  fort  of  cheefe  into  Pied- 
mont, as  the  flavour  is  much  efteemed 
there ;  but  they  gain  more  by  their  fkins 
of  bears,  chamois,  and  bouquetins  (a  fpecies 
of  the  wild  goat)  or  by  the  fale  of  growfe 
and  pheafants,  which  they  carry  in  great 
numbers  to  Turing 

Piedmont 
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Piedrftont  is  parE  of  the  plains  of  LorA-* 
bardy,  which  extending  from  the  north  wefe 
boundaries  of  Italy  to  the  Lagune  of  Venice^ 
conftitute  one  of  the  nnoft  fertile  and  valu- 
able parts  of  Europe.  A  quotation  in  my 
laft  letter  from  Virgil,  will  (hew  you  how 
highly  it  was  thought  of  in  the  AuguHine 
age.  It  abounds  in  fruits  and  grain  of 
almoft  every  kind  in  our  quarter  of  the 
world,  and  its  paftures  are  as  rich  as  ihofe  of 
Holland.  Novara  is  celebrated  for  its  fine 
rice,  millefiori  for  his  majefty's  tobacco  plan- 
tations, whilft  the  vineyards^  in  every  part  of 
Piedmont,  produce  a  fweet  red  wine  of  an 
excellent  quality.  But  what  the  owners  of 
land  mod  encourage  is  the  feeding  of  cattle, 
and  culture  of  the  mulberry  tree  for  filk 
•worms ;  of  the  former  they  fend  annually 
to  foreign  markets  from  ninety  to  a  hundred 
thoufand  head,  befides  great  number  of  hogs 
and  mules.  The  laft  of  thefe  animals  arc 
very  fine  in  this  country,  as  I  have  before 
obferved  5  but  the  inhabitants  have  other 
bcafts,  or  rather  monjlersy  which  they  find 
very  ferviceable,  though  vicious  and  obfti- 
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tiate.  Thefe  are  produced  by  a  cow  and 
an  afs,  or  mare  and  bull,  and  called  Jumarres 
or  Gimerri  ;  I  cannot  fay  that  i  have  ever 
feen  any  of  them,  but  I  am  told  they  are 
very  common.  The  filk  worm  thrives  fo  well, 
that  many  peafants  make  above  *  loo  lbs. 
of  filk  annually;  and  it  is  not  only  abun- 
dant, but  univerfally  known  to  be  flronger 
and  finer  than  any  in  Italy.  The  land-owners 
divide  the  profit  with  their  tenants.  The 
duchy  of  Savoy  and  principality  of  Piedmont 
are,  I  find,  more  populous  than  I  thought 
they  were;  by  the  laft  returns,  the  number 
is  found  to  arhount  to  2,695,727  fouls,  of 
which  Turin  contains  about  77,000. 

I  might  almoft  fay,  that  the  authority  of 
his  Sardinian  majefty  is  as  abfolute  as  his 
will,  being  neither  controlled  by  parlia- 
ments, nor  conditions  of  government.  The 
fuccefl[ion  to  the  throne  is  determined  by 
the  falique  law,  fo  that  females  are  excluded. 
He  is  marquis  of  Italy,  and  a  prince  of  the 

•  Each  pound  is  valued  in  PleJmont  at  18  (hillings,  the 
little  village  of  La  Tour,  in  the  valley  of  Lucerne,  makes 
above  50,000  lb  annually,  and  the  exports  every  year  to  the 
ingle  city  of  Lyons  amount  to  more  than  160,000 1. 

Vol.  U  P  empire. 
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empire^  at  the  diet  of  which  he  has  a  feat. 
During  a  vacancy  in  the  imperial  throne^ 
he  is  grand  vicar  for  the  empire  in  Italy^ 
and  chief  of  the  two  orders  of  the  Annun- 
ciada  and  St.  Lazarus.  His  great  council 
It  compofed  of  eight  minifters  of  flate^ 
among  whom  are  the  viceroy  of  Sardinia, 
his  ambaflador  at  Rome,  and  two  fecretaries 
of  ftate.  The  principal  officers  of  his  court 
are  a  great  almoner,  a  high  chamberlain, 
three  gentlemen  of  the  bed-chamber  in  the 
firft  order,  a  grand  mafter  of  the  ceremonies, 
another  of  the  houfhold,  a  principal  mag- 
giorduomo,  an  honorary  keeper  of  the  ward* 
robe,  and  mafter  of  the  ftag  hounds,  all 
whofe  falaries  would  be  thought  little  ia 
comparifon  of  what,  as  Mr.  Burke  face- 
tioufly  called  them,  the  k— g's  turnfpits 
received  in  England* 

The  public  adminiftration  of  juftice  is 
entrufted  to  certain  provofts  and  intendants 
nominated  by  his  majefty,  who  judge  in 
the  firft:  inftance.  Appeals  froni  their  de- 
terminations are  carried  before  the  fenates, 
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of  which  there  are  three,  at  Turin,  Cham- 
berry,  and  Nice  3  the  firfl  is  compofed  of 
three  prefidents,  and  twenty- one  fcnators ; 
the  fecond  of  two  prefidents,  and  ten  coun- 
fellors  y  and  the  third  of  one  prefident,  and 
fix  counfellors.  The  law,  though  changed 
in  many  inftances  by  the  king's  ordinances, 
is  founded  on  the  Roman  code,  or  pandefls 
of  Juftinian.  With  regard  to  the  finances, 
I  learn  that  they  are  adminiftered  by  the 
grand  chamber  of  accounts,  eftablifhed  fince 
1563  at  Chamberry  by  Emanuel  Philibert> 
duke  of  Savoy,  which  is  compofed  of  two 
prefidents,  fix  counfellors,  the  fame  number 
of  auditors,  two  fecretaries,  and  an  attorney 
general.  As  a  proof  how  much  the  pope's 
influence  is  diminifhed,  I  mud  obferve,  that 
no  bull,  brief,  or  papal  letter,  can  be  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  dominions  of  his  Sardinian 
majefty  without  his  permifilon ;  his  ambaf- 
fador  at  the  court  of  Rome  is  generally  a 
cardinal,  and  it  is  he  (the  king)  who  pre- 
fents  to  all  vacant  benefices  within  his  ter- 
ritories, dedufling  one  third  of  their  re- 
venues for  his  penfions.    All  thefe  benefices 
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arc  fubjefl:  to  taxes,  except  the  ancient  p^-i- 
trinnony  of  the  church,  or  fuch  property  a^ 
the  clergy  pofTeffed  before  the  year  1600  ^ 
but  even  this  in   time  of   war  contributes 
the  twentieth  part    of  its   income,    which 
certainly  is  much  too  little.     AH  caufes,  in 
which  ecclefiaftics  are  concerned,  are  deter- 
mined by  fecular  judges,  and  finally  to  de- 
ftroy  that  power  by  which  they  fo  frequently 
made  the  intcreft  of  religion  a  pretext  for 
the  gratification  of  their  vengeance.     The 
kirv'g  put  himfclf  at  the  head  of  the  inqui- 
lition,  fo  tbat  no  perfon  can  be  feized,  but 
by  his  order.     In  conformity  to  the  general 
fyftem  of  Europe,  and  to  defend  his  terri- 
tories from  the  incroachments  of  his  neish- 
bours,    his  Sardinian  majefty  keeps  up  an 
army  of  40,000  men,   viz.  four  regiments 
of   body    guards,   twenty  two    of   infantry, 
ten  of   cavalry,  and   twelve   of  militia  or 
provincials.     Among  thefe  troops  are  alfo 
fome  Swifs   regiments.     The  marine  is  fo 
inconfiderable,  as   to  be   unworthy  of  at- 
tention,  being  compofed  only  of  two  fri- 
gates,   and  as  many  gallics,    out  of  com- 
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f  mifllon.  The  royal  revenues  amount  to 
1,041,666  1.  They  are  principally  made  up 
by  a  land-tax,  poll-tax,  tax  on  cattle,  ga- 
belle  or  duty  on  fait  and  tobacco,  of  wh^ich 
I  believe  each  family  is  obliged,  as  in 
France,  to  take  annually  a  certain  quantity  j 
another  on  (lamped  paper,  on  inns,  butchers 
meat,  leather,  candles,  gunpowder,  and  a 
tax  on  Jevi's, 

I  readily  fubfcribe  to  tlic  opinion  con* 
tained  in  your  laft  letter,  that  a  traveller 
fhould  not  be  unacquainted  with  the  revo- 
lutions and  memorable  events  of  the  coun- 
tries he  vifits ;  and  to  prove  the  finccrity 
of  this  aflertion,  1  fliall  conclude  this  with 
an  abridgement  of  the  hiflory  of  Savoy  and 
Piedmont,  more  efpecialiy  as  from  reading 
it  I  am  led  to  believe,  that  there  is  no 
where  to  be  found  a  flronger  inftancc  of 
what  a  wife  and  prudent  fucceffion  of  princes 
can  do  in  raifing  a  fmail  territory  into  a 
powerful  flate,  than  what  the  former  pre- 
fents  in  its  firfl:  counts  and  dukes.  Berth- 
hold,  of  the  illuftrious   Houfe  of  Saxony, 
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was  in  the  year  looo  made  count  of  Savoy 
and  Maurienne,  by  Rodolph  the  Hid,  king 
of  Burgundy,  in  recompence  for  the  military 
fervice  he  had  rendered  him  -,  and  from  this 
nobleman  is  defcended  the  prefent  foverei<^a 
of  Sardinia,  who  may  refledt  with  fatisfac* 
tion,  that  the  dominions  he  has  inherited 
from  his  ancedors  are  not  the  acquifuions 
of  blood  and  conqueft,  which  however  war- 
ranted by  cuftom,  muft  to  the  philofophic 
eye  appear  no  better  than  public  robbery 
fupported  by  power.  Through  purchafe, 
marriage,  and  fuccefTion,  the  territories  of 
the  counts  of  Savoy  became  confidcrable. 
Otho,  the  grandfon  of  Berthhold,  united 
Piedmont  to  his  paternal  inheritance  ^  but 
thefe  countries  were  again  divided  by  Tho- 
mas the  Ift  between  his  two  eldefl  fons. 
Amadseus  the  IVth,  who  fucceeded  to  Savoy, 
having  efpoufed  the  interefl:  of  the  Gibbelins 
againft  the  Guelfs,  was  recompenfed  by  the 
emperor  Frederic  the  lid,  who,  in  1246^ 
eredled  Chablais  and  Aofte  into  a  duchy,  by 
which  the  ducal  dignity  entered  into  the 
Houfe  of  Savoy,    For  the  four  firfl:  centuries 
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k  may  be  faid,  that  there  were  few  princes 
of  the  race  of  Bcrthhold  that  did  not  add 
to  their  donninions  ;  but  far  greater  than 
any  of  his  predecefTors  was  Aoiadseus  the 
Vlth,  or  the  Green  Count,  fo  called  from 
his  appearing  with  all  his  retinue  at  a  tour- 
nament in  Chamberry  cloathed  in  that  co- 
lour. Thefe  appellations,  which  feem  to 
have  been  the  prevailing  fafhion  of  thofc 
rude  times,  arofe  from  the  moft  trivial  cir- 
cumftances,  and  were  lavifhed  on  many, 
whofe  virtues  entitled  them  to  more  honour- 
able diftinftions  5  fuch  as  Edward  the  Black 
Prince,  and  Amadaeus  the  Vlth,  who  was 
certainly  one  of  the  mod  illuftrious  of  his 
family  5  for  during  a  reign  of  forty  years 
he  fupported  the  character  of  a  wife  prince, 
and  an  able  commander,  while  fortune,  as 
the  reward  of  his  merit,  proved  favourable 
to  whatever  he  attempted. 

Having  eftablifhed  his  reputation  fo  much 
at  home,  as  to  make  his  alliance  and  medi- 
ation fought  by  the  emperor  and  all  the 
Italian  ftates,   he  carried  his  arms  into  the 
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eafl:,  delivered  John  Paleologus  the  Ift  froni; 
the  captivity  of  the  Bulgarian  king,  and 
replaced  him  on  the  inr>.perial  throne  of  Con- 
flantinople.  He  fuccoured  the  illand  of 
Rhodes,  routed  the  Turk  in  a  great  battle, 
and  to  make  memorable  the  vidtory,  in 
1362  eftablifhed  the  order  of  Annunciada 
in  honour  of  it.  He  was  alfo  the  founder 
of  many  convents.  —  You  will  probably 
laugh  at  this  remark,  but  furely  mufl  allow^ 
that  although  to  this  enlightened  age  fuch 
an  a6t  will  appear  the  lead  beneficial  of  his 
life,  it  displayed  a  piety,  which,  however 
ill-diredled,  was  the  refult  of  a  grateful  and 
laudable  intention.  He  died  of  the  plague 
at  Capua  in  1383,  whither  he  had  carried 
his  veteran  army  to  afTift  Lewis  of  Anjou 
in  the  conquefl:  of  Naples.  The  charader 
of  Amadasus  the  VII I th  feems  to  be  held 
in  as  much  efteem  as  that  of  the  laft  men- 
tioned duke.  In  his  reign  Piedmont,  for 
want  of  ifTue  from  its  own  princes,  was  re- 
annexed  to  the  duchy  of  Savoy.  After  a 
feries  of  good  and  ufeful  aflions,  he  r?- 
figned  his  dominions  to  his  fon  Lewis  in 

1434. 
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1434,  exchanging  his  diadem  for  the  mo- 
nadic habit  and  profelTion  5  but  he  again 
appeared  to  the  world  in  a  character  as  fin- 
gular  as  unexpeded.  In  1439  ^^^  council 
of  Bafil,  depofmg  Eugenius  the  IVth,  chofe 
Amadasus  as  the  mod  proper  perfon  to  fill 
the  vacant  chair  of  St.  Peter,  which  nothing 
could  perfuade  him  to  accept,  but  a  belief 
that  his  acquiefcence  in  the  choice  of  the 
council  would  put  an  end  to  the  fchifm  of 
the  church  i  in  this  however  he  was  miftaken, 
for  during  nine  years  after  his  eledion  the 
papacy  was  continually  difputed  j  when  at 
length,  worn  out  with  oppofitlon,  and  de- 
firous  of  repofe,  he  again  retired  to  the 
convent,  which  he  had  firft  chofen  for  his 
afylum,  where  he  furvived  his  abdication 
of  the  papacy  only  two  years.  Savoy,  and 
the  other  ducal  dominions,  which  had 
hitherto  been  governed  by  princes  who 
exerted  themfelves  for  the  welfare  of  their 
fubje(5ls,  fell  into  anarchy  and  weaknefs 
from  the  fuccefTion  of  Philibert,  the  infant 
fon  of  Amadasus  the  IXth,  and  the  diftrac- 
Ition  occafioned  by  the  various  pretcnfions 

to 
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to  the  regency,  there  being  no  lefs  than 
fix  connpetitors,  nioft  of  whom  confulted 
only  their  own  intereft  in  the  claim,  but 
happily  the  death  of  the  young  prince  put 
an  end  to  the  difturbances ;  for  he  being 
fucceeded  by  his  younger  brother  Charles 
the  Ift,  who  was  confequently  a  minor,  his 
uncle  Lewis  the  Xlth,  king  of  France, 
affumed  the  regency  as  it  were  by  force, 
and  dying  in  the  following  year,  Charles, 
though  but  fifteen,  took  upon  himfelf  the 
management  of  his  own  affairs,  and,  was 
found  every  way  deferving  of  it.  At  nine- 
teen the  kingdom  of  Cyprus  was  given  to 
him  by  Charlotte,  daughter  of  John  the  lid, 
kino^  of  that  ifland,  as  next  heir  in  right  of 
his  grandmother  Anne,  John's  fifter.  Char- 
lotte being  depofed  by  her  natural  brother 
James,  and  unable  to  recover  poffefliorij^ 
though  powerfully  fupported,  retired  to 
Rome,  where  (he  made  this  donation  to 
Charles  •,  but  the  ifland  being  feized  by  the 
Venetians,  as  heirs  to  Catherine  Cornaro, 
rclidt  of  the  ufurper,  Charles  and  his  de- 
fcendants  law  the  futility  of  putting  in  a 

claim. 
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claim,  which,  from  their  want  of  naval  force, 
could    not  pofTibly   be  fupported  ;    fo  that 
this  gift  has  been  prodniflive  to  the  Houfe 
of  Savoy  of  nothing  more  than  ufelefs  prc- 
tenfions  to  the  thrones  of  Cyprus  and  Jeru- 
fakm,    with    a    royal    title    and    additional 
quarter  to  tlieir  arms;  happily  fo,  for  could 
this  prince  and  his  fuccelTors  have  fupported 
their    rights,    they   would    have   facrificed 
many  thoufands  of  their  fubjeds  in  grati- 
fying their  ambition  ;  nor  can  I   but  con- 
demn the  continuance  of  fuch  claims,  which 
for  the  moft  part  are  but  a  fatire  on  the 
injuftice  of  former   times,  and  the  vanity  of 
the  prefcnt.  During  the  invafions  of  Italy  by 
the  French  kings  Charles  the  Vlllth,  Lewis 
the  Xllth,  and  Francis  the  Id,  the  dukes  of 
Savoy  generally  cfpoufed  the  (Ironger  party, 
and   by  fo  doing   prevented   their  country 
from  being  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  war; 
but,  as  I  have  obferved  in  a  former  letter^ 
their    attempts   on    the   little   republic    of 
Geneva  were  always  fruitlefs,  and  frequently 
followed  by   unfuccefsful   war,  particularly 
in  the  reign  of  Charles   the  Hid,  who,  on 

that 
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that  account,  drew  upon  himfelf  more  ene* 
mies  than  he  could  refift,  but  principally 
Francis  the  Id,  and  the  canton  of  Berne; 
the  former  had  won  the  greater  part  of 
Piedmont,  and  the  latter  the  Pays  de  Vaud, 
In  this  unfortunate  fituation  Montfort,  go-, 
vernor  of  Nice,  difplayed  an  example  of 
valour  and  fidelity,  that  was  calculated  to 
raifc  the  drooping  fpirits  of  his  countrymen 
under  the  calamities  which  opprefTed  them* 
The  Due  d'Enguien,  commander  of  the 
French  forces,  with  his  ally  Horuc  Barba- 
rofia,  the  Turkiih  admiral,  difcmbarked 
their  armies  at  Villa  Franca,  a  fmall  diftance 
from  Nice,  and  cornmande4  the  furrender 
of  the  city.  The  governor,  having  heard 
the  herald,  replied  :  •'  Qu'on  s'etoit  mal 
**  addrefse  a  lui  pour  rendre  la  place,  parce 
<*  qu'en  fon  nom  il  s'appelloit  Montfort, 
*«  qu'cn  fes  armes  il  portoit  defpals,  et  que  fa 
"  devife  etoit :  II  me  faut  tenir^  et  qu'il  ne 
*«  falloit  attendreq*unevigoreufe  defcnfe."^ 

•  *•  That  he  had  ill  addrelTed  himfelf  to  him,  for  hrs^ 
<*  name  was  Montfort,  in  his  arms  he  bore  balls,  and  that 
««  his  motto  was  ;  I  mnll  hold  out  j  and  that  he  might 
«  therefore  expecl  an  obftinate  defence/* 

Barba- 
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^arbarofla,  whofe  haughty  temper  was  little 
calculated  to  admire  virtue  in  an  enemy 
and  a  Chriftian,  was  indignant  at  this  gal- 
lant anfwer,  and  inverted  the  city  on  the 
lOth  day  of  Auguft,  1543.  He  battered 
it  till  the  2ad,  when  a  general  alTault  was 
given.  In  this,  however,  he  was  repulfed 
with  lofs  j  but  the  heroic  Montfort,  find- 
ing that  he  could  not  maintain  the  place 
againd  fuch  fuperior  force,  abandoned  the 
city  for  the  caftle,  which  he  had  previoufly 
ftorcd  with  ammunition  and  provifions. 
There  he  was  invincible  ;  for  after  many 
defperate  attempts,  the  befiegers  confider- 
ably  reduced  by  the  fuccefsful  fallies  of  the 
garrifon,  and  fearful  of  its  being  reinforced, 
gave  up  the  attempt,  after  the  lofs  of  much 
time,  and  many  thoufands  of  their  beft 
troops.  Emanuel  Philibert,  who  fucceeded 
Charles  the  Illd.  in  iS53y  warmly  efpoufed 
the  fide  his  father  had  taken,  and  engaged 
perfonally  in  the  war  again  ft  France  i  for 
being  nurfed  as  it  were  in  arms,  he  pof- 
fcfTed  a  thorough  knowledge  of  tad:ics  in 
thofe  times^  and  all  the  valour  of  liis  an- 

cellors. 


222  TRAVELS. 

ceftors.     In  the  famous  battles  of  St.  Qiiin- 
tin     and   Gravelines    between    Philip    and 
Henry,    the  fuccefTors  of  Charles   the  Vth 
and  Francis  the  Id,  Emanuel  Philibert  very 
much  contributed  by  his  perfonal  atchieve* 
ment  to  the  vi6lory ;  it  was  after  the  former 
of  thefe,  that  Philip,  whofe  hands  the  duke 
would   have  kified  in    compliment  of    his 
fuccefs,  haftily  prevented  him,  exclaiming 
with  more  generofity  than   I  ever  thought 
that  monarch  pofTefled :  "  It  is  rather  my 
*«  duty  to  kifs  your  hands,  who  have  gained 
«^  for  me  fo  glorious  a  vidlory  at  the  ex- 
"  penceoffo  little  blood."  Though  France 
was  very  unwilling  to  reftore  all  the  places 
that  had  been  taken  by  Francis  the  Ift  from 
■  the  late  duke,  yet  it  finally  took  place,  and 
a  treaty  to  that  purpofc  was  figned  at  Turin 
on  the  14th  of  December,  1574*    Philibert 
is  remarkable  alfo  for  his  pretenfions  to  the 
crown  of  Portugal,  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Henry  the  Cardinal  in  1380;  but  in  thefe 
he  had  no  greater  fuccefs  than  his  prede- 
celTor  Charles  the  Ifl  had  in  thofe  to  Cyprus. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  Charles  Emanuel,  who 
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feems    to    have  inherited   the  enterprifing 
fpiric  of  his  forefathers  without  their  virtues. 
Covetous  of  dominion,    and  regardlefs  of 
the  means  by  which  he  acquired  it,  he  took 
advantage  of  the  civil  commotions  in  France, 
and  feized  Provence ;    but   for  this  a6t  of 
injuftice  he  was  feverely  chaftifed  by  Henry 
the  IVth,  who  reduced  him  to  the  fituation 
of  fueing  in  perfon  for  part  of  his  conquered 
territories.     Finding  that  he  was  not  likely 
to  fucceed  againft  a  monarch  of  Henry's  he- 
roic temper  (who,  as  I  have  feen  it  obferved, 
was  fupported  by  his  rights,  his  virtue,  his 
fword,  and  Sully)  he  attempted  to  furprife 
the  city  of  Geneva  by  night,  in  doing  which 
he  only    increafed  the  infamy  of  his  cha- 
ra6ler ;  but  you  have  already  had  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  this  attempt  in  a  letter  from  that 
city.     After  a  long  life  of  political  intrigue 
and  perfidy,  he  died  of  an  apoplexy  on  the 
26th   of  July,  1630.     From  this   time  to 
the  reign  of  Lewis  the  XlVth,  Savoy  occa- 
fionaliy  took  part  with  France  or  Spain,  as 
moil  conducive  to  its  intereft.     In  1653,  the 
advantage  was  fo  much  on  the  fide  of  France, 
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that  Charles  Emanuel  the  lid   thought  of 
allying  himfelf  to  that  court,  and  in  con- 
fequence  went  acconnpanicd  by  his  duchefs, 
his  mother,  and  the  princefs   Margaret  his 
fifter,  to  meet  Lewis  the  XlVth  at  Lyons, 
between  whom  and  his  fifter  he  was  defirous 
of  effeaing  a  marriage,  which  would  pro- 
bably   have  fucceeded    to  his   wifhes,    had 
not  Spain,  fearful  of  the  confequences,  pro- 
pofed  at  the  fame  time  the  Infanta  Maria 
Therefa,  and  peace  between  the  two  king- 
doms,  as  the  ratification  of  fuch  alliance.  This 
offer,    through  the  intrigue  of  cardinal  Ma- 
zarin  was   preferred,   which   broke   off  all 
connexion  between  France  and  Savoy,   and 
induced  the  latter  to  unite  itfelf  to  the  ene^ 
mies  of  the  former.     The  firft  opportunity 
that  offered  was  in  169c,  when  Vidor  Ama- 
d£us  the  lid.  acceded  to  the  grand  league 
that  was  formed  by  almofl:  all  the  powers 
of  Europe  to  check  the  inordinate  ambition 
of   Lewis   the  XlVth  ;    but  this  jundion, 
which  had  fo  promifing  an  appearance,  was 
near  producing  the  mod  fatal  event.     Cati- 
nat,  the  French  general,  (Iript  the  dake  of 

almofl: 
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almofl:  all  his  dominions  in  two  campaignSj, 
and  would  have  completed  his  ruin,    had 
not  Lewis,    who  deemed   the  expences    of 
the  war  much  greater  than   the  advantages 
that  would   finally   refult  from   it>  ordered 
Catinat  to  ad  only  on  the  defenfivej  and  in 
the  mean  time,  for  the  purpofe  of  detach- 
ing Vidlor  from  the  aliianccj  propofed  terms 
of  accommodation  more  fuited  to  the  con- 
dition of  a  conqueror,  than  to  that  of  the 
vanquifhed.     Thele   were   immediately  ac- 
cepted,   and    a   treaty   of   peace   figned   at 
Turin  on   the  29th  of  Auguft,    1696.     It 
continued,  however,  but  a  (hort  time;  for 
the  famous  war  of  fucceHion  breaking  out 
at  the  beginning  of    this  century.    Savoy 
becam.e    a   party     concerned.      The   duke 
againft  his  intereft,  and  indeed  againft  his 
inclination,  was  firft  obliged  to  fight  for  the 
execution  of  the  king  of  Spain's  will,  and 
unite  his  arms  to  thofe  of  Lewis  the  XlVth; 
Four  years  before  this  he  had  found  himfelf 
almoft  difpofiefied  of  his  dominions  by  the 
rapid   fuccefs    of    the   French   arms  ;    and  . 
fhould  he  now  have  efpoufed  an  oppofite 
Vol,  L  Q^  interefl. 
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intercd,  he  was  more  likely  to  be  Co  thstf^ 
before,  as  Lewis  had  filled  the  Milanefe 
with  his  troops.  However,  his  interefl  as 
well  as  inclination  foon  induced  him  to  join" 
the  innperial  army  under  count  Stahrembcrg, 
who  commanded  in  Italy  during  the  abfence 
of  prince  Eugene,  and  then  he  declared 
war  againft  Lewis,  when  the  French  gene- 
rals afled  with  fuch  vigour,  that  hb  foon 
found  himfclf  difpofTefTed  of  all  his  terri- 
tories, except  the  two  cities  of  Turin  and 
Coni,  the  former  of  which  they  had  invefted, 
and  were  on  the  point  of  taking,  though 
gallantly  defended.  In  this  hopelefs  fitu- 
ation  Vi(5lor  began  to  defpair,  when  unex* 
pededly  the  aHies,  who  were  every  where 
vidtorious,  fent  a  pov/erful  army  to  his  re- 
lief under  prince  Eugene.  This  great  man 
triumphed  over  all  the  obflacles  that  were 
thrown  in  his  way  by  the  due  de  Vcnd'ome, 
and  arrived  near  Turin  in  Auguft,  1706, 
where  he  forced  the  enemies  lines,  gained 
a  complete  viftory,  and  in  confequence 
faved  Vi(flor  Amadasus  from  what  a  few 
days  before  feemed  inevitable  ruin.    At  the 

peace 
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peace  of  Utretcht  in  171  j,  his  fidelity  and 
perfeverance  were  amply  rewarded  by  Eng- 
land, whofe  minifters  infifted,  that  the 
Houfc  of  Savoy  fhould  be  acknowledged  as 
next  in  fuccefilon  to  the  crown  of  Spain, 
in  default  of  ifTue  from  Philip,  and  by  way 
of  indemnification  for  the  expence  which 
the  duke  had  incurred  during  the  war,  the 
i{land  of  Sicily  fhould  be  ceded  to  him  with 
the  title  of  King.  In  1720  he  was  com- 
pelled to  exchange  Sicily  for  Sardinia  with 
the  emperor,  and  from  this  ifland  we  find 
he  has  afTumed  the  prefent  title.  Viflor, 
at  length  tired  with  a  long  reign  of  fifty- 
years,  and  defirous  of  Tepofe,  refigned  his 
throne  to  his  fon  Charles  Emanuel  the  Hid. 
in  1730,  and  retired  to  Chamberry,  where 
he  publiihed  his  marriage  with  the  countefs 
of  St,  Sebaftion,  daughter  of  the  marquis 
de  Sc.  Thomas,  one  of  his  former  prime 
minifters,  and  relid  of  his  firft  equerry  the 
count  of  that  name.  It  is  fuppofed  that 
his  abdication  v/as  an  a61:  of  policy,  to 
avoid  the  rcfcntment  of  the  Emperor  which 
was  excited  by   his   having  privately  con- 
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ccrted  meafures  with  Spain  for  the  in£rc^ 
dudion  cf  Spanifh  garrifons  into  Parma  and 
Tufcany;  be  that  as  it  may,  certain  it  is,  that 
he  attempted  to  resfTume  the  regal  dignity 
the  year  after  his  relignation  of  it,  but  was 
prevented  by  his  fon.  He  died  at  Mont* 
callier  the  jift  of  Odober,  1732.  In 
confequence  of  a  treaty  of  alliance  at  Worms, 
on  the  13  th  of  September,  i743>  Savoy 
was  again  engaged  in  a  war  againft  France 
and  Spain,  to  fupport  the  inheritance  of  the 
Jate  Emprefs, Queen  Maria  Therefa ;  Charles 
Emanuel,  the  late  King,  proved  himfelf 
every  way  worthy  of  his  illuftrious  proge-, 
nitors.  He  commanded  his  own  armies  in 
perfon,  and  difplayed  the  talents  of  an  able 
general,  the  valour  of  an  hero,  and  what 
is  much  more  rare,  a  mind  fuperior  to  cor- 
ruption; for  his  enemies,  eager  to  detach 
him  from  the  Imperial  alliance,  offered  him 
the  Milanefe  as  the  reward  of  his  revolt. 
This  he  rcjedled  with  all  the  indignation  of 
infulted  virtue,  for  the  only  anfwer  he  or- 
dered his  minifter  to  make  to  the  propofal, 
was  to  inform  the  coun:  de  Maillebois,  fent 

to 
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Co  conclude  this  bufinefs,  that  he  might 
return  to  his  army,  as  the  campaiga 
had  already  begun  two  days.  This  noble 
adion  found  its  recompence  in  his  fub- 
frquent  triumph  over  the  French  and 
Spani(h  armies,  and  at  the  peace  of  Aix  la 
Chapel le  in  1748,  by  which  he  received  all 
that  had  been  ceded  to  him  by  the  emprefs 
queen  in  the  treaty  of  Worms,  except  the 
marquifate  of  Final,  which,  as  it  before 
belonged  to,  was  bellowed  on  the  republic 
of  Genoa. 

Such  Is  an  epitome  uf  the  mod  interefl- 
ing  events  recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  thcfc 
countries.  You  receive  it  in  confequence 
of  my  early  return  iafl  night  from  the  Spa- 
ni(h  ambafifiidor's  converzatione,  and  my 
rifing  this  morning  full  two  hours  fooner 
fjhan  ufual. 
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LETTER    XII. 

Genoa,  0£l.  4,   1787. 

'T^HOUGH  highly  entertained  at  Turin> 
both  of  us  were  completely  tired  before 
we  left  it,  which  I  can  attribute  only   to 
the  unifornci   appearance  of  the  place,  and 
its  unvaried  repetition  of  amufements.    We 
travelled  through  a  dead  flat,  than  which, 
nothing  can   be  nnore  uninterefting,  as  the 
objects  of  fight  are  confined  to  the  hedges 
on  each  fide,  and  to  the  horfes  before  us  % 
the  latter  of  which  generally  prefent  a  fpec- 
tacle  of  the  mod  unpleafing  nature,   efpe- 
cially  if  we   heighten   it  by  refledlion  ;-  for 
■what  exidence  is  more  wretched  than   that 
of    a   poft-horfe,    kept    up    from    fainting, 
under  excefs   of  labour,    by  the  continual 
torture  of  an  unthinking  and  mercilefs  pof. 
tillion  ?  Unhappy  animals  !  they  chearfully 
adminifter  to  our  pleafures  and  necefl'ities, 
'     and  are  known  even  to  have  an  afteclion  for 
their  mafters  5    but   too  often   (I   am  forry 
for  human  nature  to  fay  fo)  po  often   are 

they 
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*tVy  recompenfcd  by  the  mofl:  capricious 
ifeverity ;  for  even  negledl  of  what  is  fo 
entirely  dependent  upon  us,  is  cruelty  in 
the, extreme,  and  thefe  I  know  from  expe- 
dience are  your  fentiments.  ITaving  reached 
the  Tanaro^  we  continued  our  journey  on 
the  banks  of  that  river  to  Aleflandria,  a 
town  that  has  nothing  in  it  deferving  of 
attention,  but  the  citadel,  which  is  much 
adoiired  by  military  men.  We  departed 
early  the  next  morning  very  difiacisfied  with 
our  landlord,  who  had  made  a  mod  exor- 
bitant demand  upon  us,  that  is,  about  fix 
times  more  than  what  he  v/ould  have 
charged  a  noble  Piedmontefe,  and  all  the 
cargo  of  his  coach,  or  family  and  fervants : 
but  indeed  we  (houid  only  blame  ourfelves 
for  this  impofition,  as  vve  negleded  to  make 
a  previous  bargain  for  fupper  and  beds — a 
precaution  univerfally  taken  in  France  and 
Italy,  About  mid-day  we  arrived  at  Novi, 
the  frontier  town  of  the  republic  of  Genoa; 
and  on  leaving  it,  found  the  country  both 
;hiiiy  and  naked.  A  few  miles  further  we 
jDegan   the   afcent  of  the  Appennines,  and 

Q  4  gained 
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gained  the   fummit   at  a  point  called   the 
Bochetta,    whence   we  had  a   view  of   the 
fame  kind,  but  fuperior  *   to  that  from  the 
Vife  near   Marfeilles :    below    us  lay  that 
part  of  Italy  which  was  the  ancient  Liguria 
wafhed  by  the  Tufcan  Tea  j  on  the  Ihore  of 
which  we  viewed  the  diftant  city  of  Genoa, 
and  its  environs.    Our  road  from  the  village 
of  Campo  Marone,  at  the  bottom  of  theie 
hills,  was   along  the  broad  channel  of  the 
Polcevera,   whichj  though  generally  dry,  is 
fometimes    overflov/ed     by    a  deluge    that 
rulhes   from  the  Appennines,  laying  wafte 
or   fweeping  away  whatever  lies  v/ithin  its 
reach.     The  entrance  into   Genoa   by    the 
fuburb  of  San  Pietro  d'x^rena  is  moft  mag- 
nificent.    The  city  is  built  in    form   of  a 
crefcent    round    its    beautiful   port,  and   as 
we  came  fuddenly  to  one  horn  or  extremity, 
we  beheld  the  moft  (Iriking  fcene  of  the 
kind  that  can   be  imagined.     There  being 
a  regular  afcent  from  the  water,  we  caught 
^his  noble  amphitheatre  of  buildings  at  one 
glance.     Within  the  mole  arc  the  merchant 

•  This  alludes  to  a  former  Letter  not  publifhed. 
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(hips,  and  further  out  in  the  port  a  fmall 
fleet  of  Dutch  and  Neapolitan  men  of  war, 
which  added  very  much  to  the  grandeur 
and  majefty  of  the  whole.  We  were  fo 
pleafedj  that  we  both  ac  the  fame  inftanc 
exprefTed  our  furprize  and  admiration  on  our 
vnexpefled  arrival  at  this  point  of  view. 

Genoa  may  be  called  a  city  of  marble 
palaces,  but  unfortunately  it  Hands  on  fuch 
a  confined  flip  of  land  between  the  fea  and 
the  mountain  behind  it,  that  thefe  noble 
edifices  prefs  upon  one  another.  Add  to 
this,  the  (Ireets  are  fo  narrow,  as  to  prevent 
the  paflenger  from  feeing  their  (lyle  of  ar-» 
chitedure  to  advantage.  The  two  principal 
are  La  Strada  Nuova  and  La  Scrada  Balbi  ; 
the  firft  confifts  of  fourteen  fuperb  palaces, 
that  contain  a  profufion  of  marbles,  and  a 
fine  colledion  of  paintings,  among  which 
^re  many  mod:  admirable  pieces  of  Titian, 
the  Caracci,  and  Guido  Rene;  but  I  was 
^ot  quite  fatisfied,  as  I  did  not  lee  a  fingle 
pidure  of  Raphael,  v/ith  whom  I  long  to 
t)c  better    acquainted.     In  the  Sara  Palace 

is 
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is  an  apartment  even  fuperior  to  any  of 
thofe  we  faw  in  the  Marquis  del  Borgo's  at 
Turin  ;  the  carving,  gilding,  and  painted 
cieling;  its  inlaid  floor,  glaffcs,  marbles, 
damaik  hangings  j  and,  to  crown  all,  the 
view  over  part  of  Genoa,  the  port,  and  the 
Mediterranean,  make  it  an  object  of  general 
adm4ration  5  not  but  I  think  had  the  mate- 
rials been  coiledled  in  London  they  would 
have  been  arranged  with  more  tafte.  The 
Doge's  palace,  or,  as  the  Genoefe  call  it. 
La  Signorla,  is  an  extenfive  building.  The 
afcent  to  it  is  by  a  large  (tone  ftair-cafe,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  are  two  marble  (latues  of 
the  famous  Andrew  Doria  and  his  nephew  5 
the  former  hath  this  infcription  i 

Andrese  Doriss  quod  rempublicam  diu- 

jius  opprefiam,  priftinam  in  libertatcm 

vindicaverit,  Patri  proinde  Patris  ap- 

pcilato,  Senatus  Genuenfis,  immor- 

talis  memor  beneficii,  viventi 

pofuit.  * 

*  In  honour  of  Andrew  Doria,  becaufe  he  hath  reftored 
ro  Us  ancient  liberty  the  republic  long  oppreffed,  whence  he 
h  called  the  Father  of  his  Country.  The  Senate  of  Genoa, 
mindful  of  this  immortal  benefit,  haih  erecled  this  ftatue 
u>  biin  wheB  alive, 
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To  the  other  is  ; 

'     Jo.  Dori^,  patriae  libertatis  confervatori.* 

We  waited  fome  time  the  adjournment  of 
the  lefTer  council,  when  we  faw  the  Dvogc 
cloathed  in  his  crimfon  robes,  and  after- 
wards the  two  State  Chambers,  in  which  the 
public  bufinefs  is  tranfacTted.  Thefe  apart* 
ments  are  ornamented  with  feven  ftatues  of 
illuftrious  Genoele,  and  paintings  that  re- 
prefent  fomc  of  the  molt  memorable  events 
contained  in  the  hiitory  of  the  republic; 
but  I  cannot  fay  that  I  admired  either  the 
one  or  the  other.  The  churches  are  mao** 
nificent,  and  pofTefs  fome  capital  paintin-^s : 
that  of  the  Annunciada,  in  my  opinion, 
(lands  firfl,  both  for  its  architecture  and 
ornament.  After  it  the  Santa  Maria  Carig* 
nanoy  built  by  the  family,  whofe  name  it 
bears,  on  the  mofl  elevated  part  of  thi^ 
jioble  city.  From  the  top  we  had  a  b-ird's 
eye  view  of  Genoa,  &c.  and  on  defcending 
examined  the  church,  where  a  flatue  of  Stl 
Sebaftian,   by   Puget,    principally   engaged 

•  To  John  Doria,  the  proteflor  of  his  country's  liberty. 
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our  attention.     This  (latue,  the  produdion 
of  a  French   artift,  is   one  of  the   beft  in 
Genoa,  which  very  much  excites  my  ado- 
nifhment,  as  no  nation   has  had  more  op- 
portunities of  enriching  itfelf  with  Grecian 
fculpture  than   the  Genoefe  i  but  I  fufpedt, 
tliac  whatever  they  acquired,  their  avarice 
turned  into  money,  as  the  whole  city  cannot 
boaft  of  one  ancient  ftatue   that  has   any 
merit.     In  going  to  this  church  we  pafTcd 
ever  the  celebrated  bridge  built  by  the  fame 
family,  and  diftinguifhed  by  the  fame  name; 
it  crofles  a  narrow   vaiiey   140   feet  deep, 
which  runs  through  the  city  to  the  fea.    On    * 
looking  over  the  parapets   we  faw   houfes 
below  us  at  lead  five   (lories  high.     The 
bridge  Carignano  is  certainly  one  of   the 
mod  curious  objeds  of  regard  in  Genoa,  as 
well  for  its  fingularity   of  fuuation,  as  for 
the  merit  of  its  architecture  ;  but  our  time 
was  better  employed   at  a  building,    that 
refleds  greater  honour  on  the  Genoefe,  than 
the   endowment    of   all    their   monafterics 
and  churches.    This  is  the  Albergo,   ereded 
for  the  truly  charitable  purpofe  of  bringing 


LETTER    XIL  ^37 

vp  foundlings,  orphans,  natural  children^ 
and  the  offspring  of  fuch  parents  as  are 
unable  to  bring  up  their  families,  to  be 
honed  and  ufcful  members  of  fociety,  Ic 
is  alfo  ufed  as  a  place  of  confinemenc  and 
labour  for  women  of  ill  fame,  and  for  wives 
whofe  hufbands  have  complained  to  the 
inquifition  of  their  incontinence ;  it  affords 
a  comfortable  afylum  to  the  old  and  indi- 
gent, who  are  no  longer  able  to  fupport 
themfelves  by  labour ;  and  food  and  lodg- 
ing to  the  pilgrim.  All  the  inhabitants 
(amounting  to  more  than  a  thoufand)  arc 
kept  in  feparate  divifions  -,  the  men  upon 
one  fide,  and  the  women  on  the  other.  It 
is  fupported  by  legacies,  which  amount  to 
a  very  confiderable  fum.  At  the  head  of 
this  admirable  inditution^  are  two  noble 
Genoefe — a  lady  and  gentleman,  for  their 
refpedive  fcxes.  1  was  fo  pleafcd  with  the 
Albergo,  which  is  the  bed  inditution  of  the 
kind  that  has  fallen  in  our  way,  that  I  o-qc 
every  poffible  information  relative  to  its 
infpedors,  inferior  officers,  government, 
xnanual   labour,    provifions,    &c.   ^c.    for 

which 
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-which   I  refer  you  to   my  journal   on  mf 
return  to  England.     In  regard  to  the  build- 
ing, it  is  well  planned  for  its  purpofe.    Thd 
chapel  too  we  vifited,  where  we  found  the 
bed   piece  of   fculpturc    in    Genoa,    a   bas 
relief,    by   that  extravagant  and  univerfal 
genius    Michael    Angelo    Buonarotti  ;    the 
fubjedl   is  a  dead   Chrift,  and   Virgin   who 
weeps  over  him  ;  though  I  think  it  uncom- 
monly fine,  yet  it  connes  not  up  to  nny  idea^ 
of  the  Grecian  fchool  ;  but   1  dart*  fay   no 
more  on  this  fubjed  till  I  reach  Florence. 
How   changed,  how    fallen,    is  the   arfenal 
from    its   former    condition,    when    Genoa 
furniflied    fo   many    potentates    of   Europe 
with    fleets,    and    by    its   naval    firength   fo 
loner  kept  poiTefTjon  of  one  of  the  divifions 
of  Conftantinople  !  The  whole  of  its  mari- 
time force,  if  1  might  ufe  the  exprefiion,  is 
now  confined  to  four  rotten  gallies,  whieh 
ferve  as  prifons  to  the  galley  fiaves.     Thefe 
men  confift  of  Mahometan  captives,  Genoefe 
aflafiins,   and  robbers,'  who,   like   thofe  of 
Toulon,    are,    with    fome   few    exceptions, 
chained  together  in  pairs.     On  entering  the 
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irJenal  we  walked  along  a  range  of  (heds 
or  fmall  fhops,  where  lome  of  the  flaves 
are  pernnicted  for  money  to  fell  different 
articles  to  the  reft,  as  bread,  foup,  meats, 
^c,  while  others  have  the  liberty  of  rano-- 
ing  the  town  to  difpofe  of  flippers,  purfes, 
&c.  but  thefe  I  believe  are  always  Turks. 
I  was  aftonidied  at  the  little  order  kept 
among  them  by  the  overfeers,  for  the  up- 
roar was  general  and  excefiive.  One  thing 
I  had  almofl:  omitted  mentioning  to  you 
and  that  is  the  Roman  prow  or  iron  roftrum 
which  is  put  up  over  the  door  of  the  arfe- 
iial^  perhaps  the  only  one  exifiingy  and  there, 
fore  an  objed  of  curiofny ;  it  was  found  in 
cleaning  the  port,  where  it  had  probably 
lain  a  long  time,  as  it  is  now  nearly  con- 
fumed  with  age  J  its  form  is  that  of  a  hoards 
heetdy  or  fome  fuch  animal.  Having  done 
with  this  place  (the  arfenal)  which  I  think 
would  encourage  no  fecond  vifit,  we  took 
oars,  and  rowed  out  to  fea  for  the  purpofe 
of  feeing  Genoa  to  the  greateft  advantage  ; 
and  indeed  this  view  of  it  is  magnificent, 
comprehending   the  city,    the   furrounding 
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hills,  and  the  numerous  villas   that  otQUT>f 
every  part  of  them. 

Thefe  are  the  objeds  which  have  prin-* 
cipally  engaged  our  attention  at  this  placey 
and  as  they  appeared  So  nnfe,  fo  have  I  de- 
fcribed  them  to  you. 

The  Genoefe  are  faid  to  inherit  the  cha- 
ra6Ver  of  their  Ligurian  anceftors  ,*  but  I 
rather  think,  if  they  retain  any  part  of  itj 
it  is  the  word:,  as  they  certainly  are  the 
mod  turbulent,  mod  fuperflitious,  moft 
vindiftive,  and  moft  mercenary  race  in  all 
Italy.  Of  the  firfl:  charge  the  hifrory  of 
their  country  affords  a  variety  of  inilances  j 
of  the  fecond  and  third  the  frequency  of 
religious  proceflions  and  aiTafTinations.  To 
prove  the  lad,  I  need  only  relate  a  circum- 
ftance  that  would  be  incredible,  if  it  were 
not  fufficiently  vouched  by  the  tedimony 
of  all  travellers  who  have  vificed  Genoa; 
and  that  is,  their  voluntary  fervitude  on 
board  the  gallies  after  the  term  of  their 
fentence  is  elapfed.     Examples  of  this  are 

very 
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Very  frequent,  tlie  contrad  is  generally  for 
twelve  months,  and  the  price  of  their  liberty 
eighteen  (hillings  in  Genoefe  money.    I  am 
really  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  fuch  depravity, 
but  my  furprize  yields  to  my  indignation, 
not  fo  much  againft  the  wretched  flaves,  as 
againft  the  more  wretched  government  that 
permits  and  encourages  fo  infamous  a  com- 
paft.     Though  the  condition  of  the  galley 
flaves  be  better  here  than  in  France,  never- 
thelefs  it  is  fo  bad,  that  was  I  not  alTured 
of  the  fa6V,    I  never  had  given  it  credit. 
Chained  one    to    another,    expofed   to  all 
weathers  on  board  the  gallies,    fubjed  to 
fevere  and  arbitrary  corredlion,  ill  cloathed, 
worfe  fed,  and  finally  eat  up  by  difeafe  and 
vermin  ;  who  would  have  imagined  it  pof- 
fible  ?  but  fo  it  is,  and  fuch  is  the  imbe- 
cillity,  the  infatuation,  the  mifery,  or  what- 
ever you  may  call  it,  of  human  nature  at 
Genoa, 

The  chara6ler  of  the  nobles  too  has  a 
leading  feature  in  it,  that  is  feldom  found 
in  other   countries.      They   pretend  to  be 
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fuperlor  to  thofe  prejudices,  which  fo    fre^ 
quently  and  fo  foolifhly  exifl:  againfl:  com- 
merce;   yet  this   made  of  wifdom  is  only 
the  effed  of  avarice,  as  no   race  of  men  is- 
prouder  and  more  ignorant.     But  the  com-* 
merce,  carried  on  by  the  noble  Genoefc,  is 
chat  of  money,  or  in  other  words  ufury,  a^ 
they  fupply  the  needy  of  France  and  Italy 
with  fums  at  the  mod  exorbitant   interefl*. 
They  are  in  pofltflion  of  this  money  from 
the  exercife  of  the  mod  rigid  ceconomy  in 
domedic  life;  for  inftead  of  making  ufe  of 
the  noble  palaces,  which  they  owe  to   the 
oftentation  of  their  anceftors,  they  inhabit 
only  the  attic  (lories  >  fathers,  uncles,  bro- 
thers,   with   all  their  female    relatives   and 
fervants,  are  (lowed  indifferent  apartments,- 
and   their  tables,  inflead  of  being  ferved  in 
a  ftyle  adequate  to  their  opulence,  are  (as 
,   I  am  well  informed)  mod  pitifully  fupplied. 
In  the  article  of  drefs,  as  they  always  wear 
black,  they  incur   but  little  cxpcnce  ;  and 
for  hofpitality,  it  is  a  virtue  unknown  to 
them,  even  among  each  other.     Their  ge- 
neral   amufement    is   converfazioni,    where 

they 
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they  entertain  thennfelves  at  cards,  and  ar^ 
refrefhed   with   cofFce,   lemonade,   and    bif- 
cuits.     The  wonnen   are  pretty,    but    their 
fable  drefs,    and  manner  of    wrapping  up 
their  heads  in  a  veil  called  II  MefTero,  are 
in  my  opinion    very   unbecoming.      Their 
whole  time  is  taken  up  in  play,  intrigue, 
and    the  obfervance   of   church  ceremony. 
They  never  appear  from  home  either  with 
their  hufoands,  or  vAthotit  their  Cecifhei^  the 
latter  of  whom  are   always   the   objects  of 
their   choice,  and  often  the   fathers  of  their 
children.      From    the    general    imputarioa 
which  the  Genoefe   lie  under  of  ignorance, 
I  am   not  at  all  furprifed  to  find  no  univer- 
fity  here  ;  but  from  that  partiality  to  mufic 
v^hich  they  entertain  in  common  with  all  the 
Italians,  I   did  not   exped  to   fee  fo  vile   a 
theatre.     The   fingers   were  what   I    fhould 
have   been    out  of  humour   with,    even   at 
fuch  a  place  as  Novi,  and  the  band  was  ftill 
more   defpicable  :  I  am  informed  that  this 
is    the   confequence    of   parfimony,    as    the 
managers,    from   the    little   encouragement 
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they  receive,  are  not  able  to  employ  ihi' 
beft  voices  and  mufic. 

Comnnerce  at  Genoa  is  reduced  to  its 
lowed  ebb,  having  declined  in  proportion 
to  its  rife  at  Leghorn.  Few  of  thefe  noble 
lafurcrs  would  rifk  a  cargo  in  a  veffel  of 
their  own  (late,  as  they  know  how  entirely 
their  flag  is  unprotected,  and  therefore  make 
ufe  of  Britifli  bottoms  as  .their  beft  fecurity.- 
In  thefe  they  export  their  velvets,  filk,  oil, 
dried  mufhrooms  (which  are  famous)  wines, 
ParmiCfan  cheefe,  and  Carrara  marbles.  Their 
imports  are  various,  Englifii  cloth  is  a  con- 
fiderable  article,  their  chief  trade  however 
is  with  Spain.  But  that  on  which  the  ex- 
iftence  of  this  republic  as  an  independent 
ftate,  as  well  as  the  properties  of  many  of 
its  citizens  have  long  reded,  is  the  cele- 
brated Bank  of  Sl  George,  eftablifhed  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  fifteenth  century. 
It  is  lefs  dependent  on  government,  than 
government  is  on  it,  being  managed  exclu- 
fively  by  its  own  laws,  and  feparate  direc- 
tors 5  ics  capital  is  immenfe,  its  credit  uni- 
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^-effal,  and  the  fecurity  as  firm  as  the  de- 
fcncelefs  condition  of  Genoa  will  admit. 
In  1746  it  fupported  the  republic  in  its 
diftrefs,  by  advancing  750,000/.  the  whole 
of  which  (as  1  am  informed)  has  been  rcim- 
burfed.  The  intereft  it  gives  for  money  is 
two  and  a  half  per  cent. 

I  (hall  conclude  this  letter  with  an  anec- 
-dote  related  to  me  by  a  French  gentleman 
who  refides  here,  which  will  give  you  a 
much  better  reprefentation  of  the  national 
charadler,  than  any  thing  I  could  otherwife 
write  upon  the  fubjedt. 

Some  months  ago  two  Venetians  (whofe 
countrymen  and  the  Genoefe  dill  keep  up 
that  inveterate  hatred  to  each  other,  which 
diftinguifhed  their  anceftors)  were  prefent: 
at  an  Ofteria,  or  wine  houfe,  where  the  con- 
verfation  of  the  company  arofe,  not  as  it 
would  in  England,  on  politics  or  pleafure,  but 
upon  the  merits  of  St.  John,  the  Protedor 
pf  Genoa,  who,  it  was  alTerted,  had  worked 
innumerable  miracles,  and  was  the  greateft 
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of  all   faints.      If   nature    be   fo    much   the 
parent  of  patriotifm,  as   to  create   in  us  an- 
affection   for  thofe    minuter  objefls   in  our 
native     land,    which     the    citizen    of    the 
world   would  regard  with    an  eye  of  indif- 
ference, how   much   more  powerfully    miuft 
fhe  operate  on   our  pafTions,  when   we  re- 
member that  on  which  the  profperity  of  our 
country  is   fuppofcd  to   depend  ?  The  two 
Venetians  were  precifely  in  this  predicament. 
They  probably  knew  as   little  of  St.  John> 
as   they  did  of   St.  Denis ;    but  St.  Mark 
was    the  guardian    of   Venice,    and   confe- 
quently  their  all  in  all.     Rcfolved  therefore 
to  maintain  his  honour  in  oppofuion  to  this 
provoking  eulogium  of  the  Genoefe  on  their 
patron,    one  of    them   obferved,     that   the 
bones  of  his  faint  had  worked  more  mira- 
cles, particularly  in  healing  dijeajes,  than  all 
the  apoftles  and  faints  ^  that  in   heaven  he 
was  next  in  rank  to  the  Virgin  and  popes, 
and  as  much  fuperior  to  their  St.  John,  as 
the   patriarch   of  Venice   was  to   the   arch- 
bifhop  of  Genoa,     To  prevent  any  reply  to 
this,  he  and  his  friend  left   the  room,  but 
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were  foon  followed  by  one  of  the  company,, 
who  had  the  honour  of  bearing  the  great 
crofs  of  a  religious  order  in  their  church 
profefTionSo  TKis  dcfperate  enthufiaft  on 
^overtaking,  ftabbed  the  Venetian,  who  had 
fpoken,  to  th€  heart,  crying  out  with  the 
blow,  Ti  nianda  quefto  San  Giovanne  che  ti 
guariano  le  ofle  di  San  Marco.  *  His  friend, 
ailonifl^jed  at  a  deed  fo  bloody  (tho'  an  Italian) 
applied  to  a  magiftrate  fpr  juftice,  who, 
having  heard  the  particulars,  told  him,  that 
had  a  Venetian  murdered  a  Genoefe  in 
Venice,  no  notice  v^ould  have  been  taken 
of  it,  but  that  his  complaint  would  pro. 
bably  be  confidered  in  a  few  days ; — and 
fo  indeed  it  was,  even  fooner  than  he  had 
promifed,  for  early  the  next  morning  he  too 
was  found  aflaffinated  at  the  door  of  his 
lodgings,  and  the  bearer  of  the  great  crofs 
flill  maintains  his  pod  of  honour.  Now. 
determine  on  the  charafler  of  a  people, 
among  whom  fuch  crimes  are  commiitted 
with  impunity. 

*  St.  John  fends  thee  this,  that  the  bones  of  St.  Mark 
■  icay  heal  thee. 
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Genoa,  Odl.  6th,   1787. 

'V\7  E  fliall   leave  Genoa  in  a  few  hours^ 
and   therefore   I  mud  conclude  what 
remains  to  be  faid  of  it  with   as  much  e:^- 
pedition  as  pofiible.    You  wifh  to  hear  whac 
Englilb   gentlemen  we  know  in  Italy.     As 
we   were  among  the    firfb    that  pafTed  the 
Alps,    we  have  hitherto   feen  but    few,    a 
Mr.  Dundas,  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Dundas, 
met  us  at  Turin,  and  has  been  of  our  party 
here.     Yefterday    we   all   dined   with   Mr. 
Braham,  the  Britifh  conful,  at  his  villa  near 
this  place,  and  concluded  the  evening  with 
him  at  his  houfe  in  town.     But  to  proceed 
in  my  account  of  Genoa,  I  mud  obferve  to 
you,  that  the  republic  is  about  140  miles 
in   length,  and  from  twenty   to   thirty   in 
breadth.     The  foil  is  not  as  grateful  as  the 
climate  is  favourable.    If  I  except  the  coun- 
try near  the  gulphsof  St,  Remo  and  SpelTa, 
together  with  the  valley  of  Polcevera,  which 
are  fruitful  in  olives,  grapes,  truffles,  mufh- 
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rooms,  figs,  oranges,  and  lemons.  The 
wines  are  of  two  forts,  an  ordinary,  and 
rich  mufcadine.  The  mufhrooms  are  fo 
much  admired  in  thefe  parts  of  Europe, 
that  their  annual  importation  into  Spain 
alone  amounts  to  5000  /.  but  what  the 
Genoefe  find  moft  profitable  is  their  oiU 
which  is  only  inferior  to  that  of  Lucca. 
The  mineral  productions  principally  confift 
of  fait,  flate,  and  marbles  j  the  lad  are 
beautiful  and  various,  particularly  thofe  of 
Seftri  di  Ponente,  which  are  the  moft 
efteemed.  Near  the  fuburb  of  San  Pietro 
d'Arena  is  a  fpecies  of  black  fand,  that 
poiTefTes  a  ftrong  magnetic  quality,  evident 
from  its  influence  on  the  compafs.  This 
fand  has  very  much  engaged  the  attention 
of  the  naturalift,  as  alfo  a  fource  of  frefh 
water  that  rifes  in  the  gulph  of  SpefTa,  and 
occupies  a  fpace  of  about  thirty  feet  in 
circumference. 

The  government  of  Genoa,  which  is  con- 
fined to  the  nobles,  was  new  modelled  by 
th?  celebrated  Andrew  Doria  and  his  alTo- 
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ciares  in  1528.  Having  determined  on  fuch 
families  as  were  eligible  to  (late  enaploy- 
ments,  they  declared,  for  the  purpofe  of 
preventing  jealoufies  among  the  citizens  who 
were  excluded,  that  they  would  aggregate 
to  the  number  then  named  ten  families  an* 
nually,  which  was  accordingly  done  ;  but 
it  was  found  that  the  nobility  firft  chofen 
afTumed  privileges  incompatible  with  the 
equality  that  fhould  fubfifl:  among  the  mem- 
bers of  an  ariftocratic  government.  This 
was  violently  refented  by  thofe  of  fubfe- 
quent  creation,  who  in  1579  obliged  the 
former  to  renounce  all  claim  to  exclufivc 
power,  and  to  declare  the  whole  of  the 
nobility  on  an  equal  footing. 

It  was  then  determined  that  every  male 
patrician  (hould,  at  the  age  of  twenty  two 
years,  have  a  feat  in  the  great  council,  or 
body  wherein  the  fupreme  authority  refides. 
This  council  enads  or  abrogates  laws  :  im- 
pofes  taxes  :  eleds  a  Doge  or  chief  magif- 
trate,  with  the  great  officers  of  the  republic  : 
makes  war  and  peace:  ratifies  treaties  :  and> 
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in  a  word,  exercifcs  or  delegates  all  the  fu- 
perior  fundions  of  government.     The  num- 
ber is  generally  from  three  to  four  hundred, 
but  as  it  has  been  found  difficult  to  afiem- 
ble  fo  large  a  body,  they  draw  annually  by 
lot  200  of  them,  which   they  call  the  minor 
council,  who  in  reality  govern   the   repub- 
lic.    In    affairs    brought    before    either   of 
them,  it  is  neceJTary  to  have   two  thirds  of 
the  voices  to  carry  the  queftion,  a  rule  that 
I   think    mud    be   attended   with  confufion 
and  delay.     The  Doge,  or  chief  officer,  of 
the  republic,  is  chofen  from  the  councils  of 
which  he  is  prefident,  and  veiled  with  the 
exclufive  power   of  propofing  whatever  is 
fubmitted  to  their  confideration.     No  per- 
fon  is  eligible  until  he  has  attained  the  age 
of  fifty.     He   remains   in    offiice   only    two 
years,  but  may  be  rechofen  at  the  expiration 
of  ten.    His  place  of  refidence  is  the  Signoria 
or  Ducal  Palace,  where  he  is  conflantly  at- 
tended by  two  fenators,  who  are  in  fa6t^/Vj, 
and  guarded  by  looSwifs  foldiers.  During  his 
term  of  office  he  has  the  title  of  Sereniffimo, 
and  ever  afterwards  that  of  Excellentiffimo, 

with 
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with  the  honorable  charge  of  perpetuaj 
Procurator  j  but  fo  carefully  does  this  jea^ 
lous  conftitution  provide  againft  his  abufe 
of  power,  that  on  quitting  his  office,  he  is 
refponfible  to  the  fuprenne  Cenfors  for  his 
adminiftration.  Every  Doge  mud  be  law- 
fully born,  and  not  the  adopted  fon  of  nobi-. 
lity.  Their  manner  of  eledtion  is  as  follows. 
The  great  council  aflemble  and  draw  by  lot 
out  of  their  own  number  50,  who  propofe 
20  as  worthy  of  the  dignity  ;  cue  of  whorn 
the  great  council  again  feled  15  ;  this  num- 
ber is  reduced  by  the  200  to  fix,  from 
whom  the  Doge  is  chofen  by  a  majority  of 
voices.  The  other  officers  of  (late  1  (hall 
pafs  over  in  filence,  as  I  have  already  put 
more  into  my  journal  on  the  fgbjedl  than  \ 
can  even  review  with  patience,  much  left 
tranfcribe.  The  law  of  Genoa,  I  mean  that 
which  determines  on  the  property  of  the 
fubjed,  is  as  I  believe  in  all  Italy  founded 
on  the  Roman,  and  the  criminal  has  nothing 
in  it  to  engage  the  attention  of  an  Engli(h- 
man.  The  firft  (whatever  might  be  its  me- 
rit^) is  generally  fubfervient  to  interefti  and 
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the  fecond  very  feldom  put  in  force;  as  you 
may  perceive  by  what  I  have  faid  on  the  fre* 
quency  of  airafiinations,  that  crimes  pafs 
with  impunity;  which  I  partly  attribute  to 
the  fupinenefs  and  immorality  of  the  magif* 
trates,  partly  to  the  fear  they  are  in  of  the 
common  people  or  mob.  The  ecclefiaftical 
Hate  is  governed  by  an  archbifhop  and  fix 
fulTragans;  befides  thefe  are  the  bifliops  of 
Sarzana  and  Savona  ;  the  firft  dependent  on 
the  fee  of  Rome,  and  the  fecond  on  the  Me- 
tropolitan of  Milan.  The  inquifition  they 
fay  is  no  longer  formidable,  but  as  I  find  a 
dominican  friar  at  the  head  of  it,  I  do  not 
give  the  mod  implicit  faith  to  this  declara- 
tion. The  foldiers  of  the  republic,  for  I 
cannot  fay  military  eftablifhment,  are  about 
1500,  principally  Germans  and  Swifs;  as 
they  have  a  noble  at  their  head,  who  is  never 
ften  in  an  uniform,  you  may  conceive 
what  fort  of  an  appearance  they  make  indivi- 
dually i  for  in  a  body  I  believe  the  government 
is  too  compafiionate  to  expofe  them  to 
view. 

The 
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The  population  of  the  republic  is  efti- 
mated  at  350,000  fouls,  out  of  which  num« 
ber  90,000  are  inhabitants  of  the  capital.-- 
The  revenues  amount  to  153,264/.  and  the 
cxpence  of  government  is  only  98,407  I. -,  fo 
that  there  fhould  be  annually  a  faving  of 
54.857/. 

The  hiftory  of  Genoa  has  little  in  it  de- 
ferving  of  more  than  general  attention,  pre- 
vious to  the  new  modelling  of  the  govern- 
ment by  the  elder  Doria.     It  belonged   to 
the  Romans,  the  Goths,  the  Eaftern  Empire, 
the  Lombards,  to  Charlemagne  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs.     In   1096  the  inhabitants  revolted^ 
and  declared  themfelves  independent,  mak- 
ing choice  of  arifliocracy  as  their  form  of  go- 
vernment.     In  1257  ^h^y  eleded  a  Captain 
or  Doge,   one    Simon   Bocca-negra,  whom 
they  vefted  with  abfolute  power.     Inftead  of 
tracing  the  feveral  forms  of  political  admi- 
niftracion   (of  which   1    believe   no  country 
ever  had  a  greater  variety)  I  (hall   remind 
you  that  about  the  commencement  of  its  in- 
dependence the  Crufades  broke  out,  and  fct 

all 
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all  the  fanatic  dates  of  Europe  in  a  blaze. — • 
In  the  Ihort  fpace  of  thirteen  years,  Genoa 
furnifhed  the  princes,  who  embarked  in  this 
expedition,  with  feven  large  fleets,  one  of 
which  alone,  was  compoftd  of  68  gallies. — 
By  fuch  valuable  contradls  it  foon  became 
the  mod  opulent  and  powerful  city  in 
Europe,  and  got  poiTcfTion  of  the  ifland  of  Sar- 
dinia and  principal  commerce  of  the  Medi- 
terranean. The  firfl:  of  thefe  was  the  fub- 
je6b  of  thofe  bloody  and  obftinate  wars  be- 
tween it  and  Pifa,  which  ended  in  the  de- 
ftrudlion  of  the  latter.  But  its  mod  formi- 
dable rival  was  Venice, 

The  intered  of  thefe  dates  cladied  no 
lefs  in  their  commerce  than  in  their  con- 
queds,  and  the  wars,  that  were  the  confe- 
quence  of  their  hatred,  have  been  a  princi- 
pal caufe  of  their  prefent  mutual  infignifi- 
cance.  But  to  pafs  over  thefe  times  to  the 
period  when  the  politics  of  Genoa  became 
more  interwoven  with  thofe  of  the  leading 
kingdoms  of  Europe,  I  diall  take  up  its  hif- 
tory  at  the  time  that  Charles  the  fifth  and 

Francis 
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Francis  the  firfl  contended  for  fuperiority  in 
Italy. 

The  holy  league  of  Cognac,  fornned  for 
the  exprefs  purpofe  of  oppofing  the  ambi- 
tion of  Charles,  abfolved  Francis  from  the 
oath  he  had  taken  to  fulfil  the  treaty  of 
Madrid ;  in  which,  among  other  things, 
was  the  cefTion  of  Genoa  to  the  emperor. 
In  confequence  therefore  of  this  league  of 
'abfolution,  8lc.  a  detachment  of  2000  men 
under  the  command  of  Lautrcc  invefted 
this  city  by  land,  whilfl:  the  celebrated  An- 
drew Doria  blocked  it  up  by  fea,  and  fooa 
compelled  the  garrifon  to  furrender  it  to 
the  arms  of  France. 

Doria  had  been  attached  to  the  French 
intereft  from  his  youth,  and  had  rendered 
the  nation  the  mod  efTcntial  fervice.  As 
an  admiral  his  reputation  was  unrivalled, 
neverthelefs,  being  of  a  difpofition  entirely 
dilBmilar  to  the  pliant  and  fubtle  humour 
of  thofe  with  whom  he  ferved,  and  accuf- 
tomed  to  fpeak  his  fentiments  with  more 

freedom 
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freedom  than  courtcfy,  he  drew  lipon  him- 
felf  the  ill-will  of  thofe  who  furrounded 
the  king,  and  they  rcprefented  him  as  proud, 
turbulent,  and  difaffeded.  Francis,  whofe 
mind  was  of  a  nature  the  mod  open  and 
unfufpicious,  gave  little  attention  to  this 
general  imputation,  till  hearing  that  Doria 
had  fo  violently  refcnted  the  clearing  and 
fortifying  of  the  harbour  of  Savoria,  intended 
as  the  rival  of  Genoa  in  commerce,  as  to 
menace  a  revolt.  He  commanded  Barbi- 
fieux,  one  of  his  admirals,  to  fail  imme- 
diately  for  Naples  (in  the  fiege  of  which 
Doria  was  then  employed)  and  feize  him 
and  his  gallies;  but  it  was  too  late.  The 
Genoefe  admiral,  having  received  early  in- 
telligence of  his  intention,  had  already 
formed  his  plan  of  leaving  him  :  and  was 
determined  on  giving  liberty  to  his  country. 
By  the  perfuafionof  the  Marquis  del  Guafto, 
a  Spanifh  nobleman,  whom  he  had  taken 
prifoner  in  a  Tea  combat  off*  Naples,  he 
fenc  a  meflenger  to  the  emperor,  by  whom 
he  propofed  to  put  himfelf  and  his  republic 
under  his  protedlion,  and  to  ferve  him  with 
Vol.  L  S  eleven 
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eleven  gallies  for  a  certain  monthly  (uttii 
Charles,  who  well  knew  how  to  value  fo 
great  an  acquifition  to  his  arms,  fent  him 
Carte  blanche-,  in  confequence  of  which  he 
failed  to  Genoa,  and  took   pofTefiion  of  it 
almoft   without    refiftance,    expelling    the 
French    garrifon   commanded  by   the   Ma- 
refhal  Trivulcia,  the  very  governor  whom 
he  had   left   there   on    taking   it  from   the 
Imperialifts.      Having   thus    delivered    his 
republic,  he  new  modelled  the  government^ 
and  then  proved  the  fincerity  of  his  patri- 
Gtifm,^  b^^  not  aiTuming  the  fovereignty  of 
it;  he  retired   to  private  life,  in  which  he 
received  a  reward  more  defirable  and  more 
glorious    to  a  noble   mind   than    univerfal 
emoire, —  the   love    and   gratitude    of    his 
country. 

Thefe  he  enjoyed  undidurbed  for  nine- 
teen years,  v/ith  the  additional  fatisfadtion 
of  feeing  his  fyftem  of  political  a^miniftra- 
tion  firmly  eftabliihed  ;  but  fuddenly  the 
whole  was  on  the  very  point  of  being  over- 
turned by  the  annbition  and  abilities  of  an 

-   indi-» 
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fndividual,  John  Lewis  Fiefco,  Count  of 
Lavagna,  a  young  noblennan,  head  of  one 
t)f  the  mod  ahcient  and  illuftrious  families 
in  Genoa,  determined  on  attempting  that^ 
.which  Doria,  from  a  love  of  liberty,  had 
tejedted,  —  the  abfolute  dominion  of  his 
country.  Though  only  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  he  poflefled  all  thofe  qualities  which 
niade  him  equal  to  fo  dangerous  and  fo 
difficult  an  enterprife.  Under  the  appear- 
ance of  being  entirely  devoted  to  pleafure, 
he  concealed  his  real  charadter,  and  avoided 
ihe  fufpicion  that  his  great  talents  and 
popularity  might  otherwife  create  j  for  his 
unbounded  generofity  had  gained  him  the 
afFedtion  of  the  comnrion  people;  which, 
though  ever  governed  by  caprice,  or  the 
ill-direded  liberality  of  the  opulent,  is  very 
heceffary  in  fuch  defperate  attempts.  When 
every  precaution  had  been  taken,  ic  was 
determined  to  put  the  plot  in  execution  at 
midnighc,  between  the  firft  and  fecond  of 
January  1547.  This  was  accordingly  done; 
the  confpiracy  had  fucceeded  ;  and  even 
deputies  were  appointed  to  treat  with  the 

S  2  leaders 
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leaders  of  it,  when  an  accident  renderecl 
the  whole  inefFc6tuaI.  Fiefco,  having  allot- 
ted to  his  partisans  the  different  quarters 
of  the  city  which  they  were  to  fccure,  re- 
ferved  for  himfelf  the  lefTcr  port  or  d'Arfena^ 
as  the  mofl  difficult  and  important.  There 
alfo  every  thing  had  happened  to  his  wi{hes> 
and  he  was  on  the  point  of  departing,  When 
a  tumult  arofc  in  one  of  the  great  ^allies 
that  lay  neareft  the  fhores  fearful  of  fedition 
among  the  flaves  at  a  time  fo  critical,  ht 
turned  about  fuddenly^  and  haftenrng  on 
board,  ftepped  on  the  plank  which  reached 
from  the  wharf  to  the  deck,  his  foot  fliptj^ 
he  fell  into  the  fea,  and  from  the  weight  of 
his  armour  funk  and  perifbcd. 

The  protedion  which  Genoa  received 
from  the  emperor  Charles  the  Vth,  in  con- 
fequence  of  Doria*s  revolt,  attached  her  to 
the  intereft  of  Spain,  with  whom  fhe  was 
en»acyed  in  three  wars  againfl:  France.  The 
firft  broke  out  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
lid,  who  was  invited  by  the  Corficans  to 
take  poiTcflion   of  their  iOand,  and  receive 

them 
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them  as  his  fubje£ls.  This  war  continued 
from  1553  to  59,  when  peace  was  concluded 
at  Chateau  Cambrefis  between  all  the  bel- 
ligerent powers.  The  fecond  commenced 
in  1624  during  the  reign  of  Lewis  the 
XIHth,  to  whom  Charles  Emanuel,  duke  of 
Savoy,  allied  himfelf,  in  hopes  of  recovering 
the  marquifate  of  Zucarello,  of  which  he 
had  been  difpoflefled  by  the  emperor  Fer- 
dinand, in  confequence  of  a  claim  laid  to 
it  by  the  Genoefe  as  a  fief  of  the  empire, 
formerly  granted  to  them.  The  rapid  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  duke  of  Savoy  threatened  the 
entire  conqueft  of  the  republic,  when  ic 
was  unexpeifledly  relieved  from  feveral  quar- 
ters, the  enemy  driven  back,  and  in  1673  a 
peace  concluded,  which  reftored  every  thing 
that  Genoa  had  loft.  The  lalt  war  with 
France,  which  happened  in  1684,  was  more 
dctirudive  than  either  of  the  two  former. 

Lewis  the  XlVth,  intoxicated  with  the 
adulation  of  a  Iplendid  court,  and  the  abjeft 
fervilicy  of  an  entire  people,  was  piqued  at 
|he  attachment  of  this  republic  to  Spain. 

S  3  For 
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For  the  purpofe  of  .giving  the  blow  he  rn<j-i 
ditated  againft  it  fome  colour  of  juftice,  (a 
condefcenfion   to  which  he  feldom  ftoapecl 
in  his  career  of  infolent  profperity)  he  de- 
manded  fatisfadion  for  certain  infults   put 
upon  the  fervants  of  his  refident  St.  Olon 
by  fome  inferior  officers  of  juftice,  and  what 
is  Itill  more  extraordinary,  for  the  councils 
not  having  reinftated  the  banifhed  family 
of   Fiefco.     The   Genoefe,    perceiving  his 
.defign,  and  confiding  in  the  protedion  of 
Spain,  refufed   his  demand  ;    on   which  he 
lent  a  fleet  of  fourteen  men  of  war,   twenty 
gallies,    two  fireflilps,    with   many  inferior 
vcflels,  under  the  command  of  Du  Quefne> 
who  anchored  before   Genoa  in  May  1684, 
and  bombarded  it  from  the  17th  to  the  28th. 
The    wretched    inhabitants,    to   fave   what 
remained  of  their  city,  were  obliged  to  obey 
the  commands  of    the  haughty  monarch, 
who  ordered  them  to  fend  their  Doge  Im- 
periali  Lefcaro,  and  four  fenators,  to  Ver» 
failles,  to  fue  for  pardon  at  the  foot  of  his 
throne.     An  a6l  of  fuch  infolent,  fuch  un- 
generous r^fentmcnt,  to  a  city  b  comparifon 

■•■ -■-  ^    ?f 
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cfhis  power  fo  pitiful  as  Genoa,  and  which 
his  arms  had  already  reduced  to  ruins,  muft 
long  ago  have  excited  in  you  a  thorough 
gontempc  for  the  chara6lcr  of  Lewis,  fir- 
Banned  the  Great  by  the  very  anceflors  of 
thefe  men,  who  are  now  fo  violently  oppo- 
fing  the  power  of  the  crown  i  afid  you  will 
in  confequence  enjoy  all  that  triumph  which 
virtue  feels  in  the  humiliation  of  powerful 
defpotifm,  when  you  refled  that  this  monftef 
of  pride  and  ambition,  who  would  have  re- 
duced all  Europe  to  his  controul,  was  hum- 
bled to  the  very  duft,  afid  fued  to  England 
for  peace,  oflfering  concefiions  more  difgrace- 
ful  than  thofe  by  which  Genoa  appeafed  hi^ 
indignation. 

:        What  a  leiTon  for  defpotic  princes  ! 

The  republic  having  fufFered  fo  feverely 
t>y  this  war,  and  having  fo  fully  experienced 
che  inability  of  Spain  to  protedl  her,  grew 
.cautious  by  misfortune,  and  wifely  purfued 
xhe  mod  rigid  neutrality,  as  the  fyitem  that 
^aul.d  alone  keep  up  its  Independence.— 
;;rr?  S  4  Tbis 
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This  prudent  conducl   however  was   inter^ 
rupted  by  the  war  for  the  fucccfllon  of  Au- 
ftria,  as  Maria  Therefa  had  in  the  treaty  of 
worms    ceded    the    Marquifate    of   Final, 
which  the  Genoefe  had  purchafed    of    the 
Emperor  Charles  the  Sixth,    to  the   King 
of  Sardinia.     In  this  war,  during  the  year 
1746,  they  were  difpofTtriTed  of  all  their  ter- 
ritories, and  finally  obliged  to  furrender  their 
capital  to  the  Imperialifts,    commanded  by 
General   Brown.     Thus,  to  all  appearance, 
there  was  an  end  of  the  republic,  when  the 
Marquis  di  Botta,  Brown's  fucceflbr,  fufFered 
himfelf  to  be  furprifed  and  driven  out  of 
Genoa,  by  the  populace, — perhaps  by  mo- 
ney.    However,  it  would  have  been  very 
_  foon  retaken,  had  not  the  peace  concluded 
at  Aix  la  Chapelle  re-inftated  the  Genoefe  iq 
all  their  poiTefTions. 

The  laft  thing  that  happened  to  difturb 
the  tranquillity  of  the  (late,  and  convince  ic 
if  neccfifary  of  its  oppreffion  and  weaknefs, 
was  the  Corfican  revolution. 


LETTER    XIII.         a6| 

The  inhabitants  of  that  ifland  had  ever 
been  inipatient  of  the  Genoefe  dominion, 
having  been  always  treated  with  contempt, 
rigour,  ^nd  injuftice — the  charadteriftic  fea- 
tures of  hereditary  republican  government. 
The  revolt  in  1768,  under  the  celebrated 
Pafcal  Paoli,  would  (as  you  well  know) 
have  had  all  the  fuccefs  that  thefe  gallant 
IQanders  merited,  had  not  Genoa,  feeling  its 
own  want  of  power  to  reduce  them,  fold  the 
fovereignty  of  Corfica  to  France,  whofc 
ftrength  was  too  great  to  be  refifted  with 
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Milan,  061.  ii,   1787. 

^HE  road  from  Genoa  to  Pavia  was  la 
general  the  fame  as  we  had  travelled  in 
coming  from  Turin  to  Genoa.  As  Pavia 
has  no  rnonuments  of  its  ancient  grandeur, 
when  it  was  the  refidence  of  a  long  race  of 
monarchs,  nor  any  thing  of  more  modern 
date  that  merits  attention,  we  made  but  lit- 
tle (lay  there.  Adjoining  to  it  we  furveyed 
thofe  plains,  where  in  1525,  Francis  the  firft 
was  routed  and  taken  prifpner  by  the  Im- 
perialifts ;  and  then  purfued  our  journey  to 
Milan,  about  fifteen  miles  furtl:|er. 

This  city,  which  of  all  in  Italy  is  in  point 
of  fize  inferior  only  to  Rome,  appears  to 
difadvantage  after  Turin  and  Genoa,  being 
upon  the  whole  ill  built  j  yet  far  from  un- 
interefting,  as  it  contains  many  pbje<fls  high- 
ly fatisfadlory  to  the  attentive  traveller. 

The  cathedral  or  (as  here  called)  II  Duq- 
l4io,  is  of  the  kind   the  mod   magnificent 

building 
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building   I   ever    beheld.       The    whole  is 
coated    with    flabs    of  white    marble,    and 
on  the  outfide  are  fix  hundred  (latues  of  the 
fame  5  fbme  of  which,  though    not   many, 
have  great  merit.     The  aifle  of  this  church 
is   ample  and   grand.     The   choir    full  of 
fculpture,  which  feems  admirably  finifhed ; 
but  there  is  fo  much  of  it,  that  I  (hould  fup- 
pofe  fix  months  would  be    infufiicient   for 
the    contemplation   of    its   beauties,    there 
being,  as  they   informed  us,  no  lefs  than 
15,000  figures  j  but  in  my  opinion  far  more 
v*deferving  attention  than  the  Duomo,  is  the 
new   opera   houfe,   reported    to   be  (and  I 
readily  believe  it)  the  largeft  modern  theatre 
in  the  world.     Judge  therefore  of  my  fur- 
prife  and  admiration,  on  going  into  it!  — 
The  boxes  are  as  fo  many  parlours,    with 
every    convenient    appendage,    and    being 
fitted  up  with  furniture  and   hangings    by 
the  families  to  whom  they  belong,  are  mag- 
nificient  in  the  extreme. 

The  citadel  or  caftle  of  Milan  is  a  mafs 
of  heavy  fortification,  which  once  was  almoft 
^  impreg- 
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impregnable.  This,  however,  you  will  fup-. 
pofe,  has  decreafed  in  proportion  to  tadical 
improvennent ;  as  now  its  refiftance  could 
be  but  very  feeble  againft  the  operations  of 
a  regular  fiege,  though  Elliot  himfelf  Ihould 
defend  it.  We  alfo  vifited  the  Ducal  Pa* 
lace>  where  we  were  (hewn  a  noble  ball 
or  gala  room,  and  fome  Englifh  furniture, 
but  no  good  ftatues  or  pidlures.  However, 
our  guide,  or  as  here  called,  cicerone^  made 
us  ample  recompenfe  for  our  difappointmenc 
in  this  refpecSti  by  taking  us  to  the  churches 
of  Santa  Maria  delle  Grazie,  and  Santa 
Maria  prcfTo  San  Cclfo ;  in  the  firfl:  are  two 
fnmous  paintings  by  Titian  and  Leonardo 
da  Vinci  ;  the  fubje6ts  of  which  are  Chrift 
crowned  with  thorns,  and  the  laft  fupper. — '_ 
The  portico  of  a  church,  called  San  Loren- 
zo, feems  to  have  been  part  of  the  periftyle 
of  a  temple,  built  in  honor  of  Hercules,  by^ 
Maximian,  the  afibciate  of  the  Emperor 
Diocletian  ;  it  confifts  of  fixteen  marble  co.« 
lumes  beautifully  fluted.  The  Ambrofian, 
library  and  mufeum,  of  which  Milan  is  fo. 
proud,  did  not  anfwer  my    expedlation. — ► 

They 
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They  certainly  contain  a  noble  colleftion  of 
books,  paintings,  &c.  but  from  the  hy- 
perbolic defcription  1  had  heard  of  them,  I 
looked  for  fomething  more  than  I  faw. — • 
This  library  was  founded  by  the  Cardinal 
Frederick  Borromeo,  and  what  is  rather  fin* 
gular  for  a  building  of  this  kind,  was  dcdi* 
cated  to  St.  Ambrofe,  from  whom  you  per* 
ceive  it  is  named.  It  is  faid  to  contain 
40,000  volumes,  and  in  the  mufeum  arc 
many  good  pidlures.  I  was  particularly 
pleafed  with  a  drawing  or  cartoon  by 
Raphael,  called  the  School  of  Athens,  the 
painting  of  which  (they  tell  me)  is  at  Rome. 

I  believe  few  travellers  come  to  Milan 
Mvho  are  not  foon  after  their  arrival  taken  to 
a  place  called  La  Cafa  Simonetta,  an  unin- 
habited feat,  two  miles  from  the  city,  re- 
markable for  its  ^cho,  which  repeats  the 
human  voice  38,  and  the  report  of  a  piftol 
57  times;  as  we  found  by  experiment*  It 
is  at  the  back  part  of  the  houfe,  and  feems 
Co  be  produced  by  the  projedion  of  two 
wings  from  the  body,  that  form  a  kind  of 

covrt 
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court  yard,  but  I  think  there  mufl:  be  fomf 
other  unknown  caufe  for  fo  fingular  ani 
cfFedb,  As  the  noblefle  of  this  place  have 
the  chara^er  of  being  the  mdft  hofpitable 
and  polite  in  Italy,  we  much  regret  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  Marchionefs  Caftiglone,  who  i^ 
here  what  the  Duchefs  of  Polignac  is  ae 
Paris,  the  friend  of  foreigners,  and  the 
model  of  fafhion,;  Among  the  letters  we 
were  honored  with  frOm  Lord  Lanfdowne, 
one  was  for  this  lady. 

•The  manufaflures  of  Milan  are,  for  an  in- 
land city,   very   confiderable.     One    houfe 
alone,  called  la  Cafa  Clerici,  employs  above 
700    men   in   making    glafs^   earthen-ware, 
goatfkin  leather,   woollen  cloths,  &c.  and 
another  the  Cafa  Penfa,  near  600,  who  work 
only  in  filk— the  handkerchiefs  made   there 
are  much  the  bed  I  ever  faw,  of  which  I 
cannot  mention  to  you  a  furer  indance  than 
the  generality  of  their  wear.     Exclufive  of 
thefe  are  many  other  works  of  importance 
in  velvets,  brocades,  Indians,  gold,   fiiver, 
copper,  chryftal,  and  paper* 

We 
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We  learn  from  the  hiftory  of  this  country, 
that    after  the  conqueft   of  Lombard^  by 
Charlennagne,   it  continued  fubjedt  to  the 
emperors  of   Germany    till   the   league  of 
Mofio,   concluded  in  March   1226   by   all 
the  principal  cities  that  lie  between  the  Alps 
and  the  Appennines,  the  confines  of  France, 
and  the  Adriatic  fea,  under  the  appellation 
of  Societas  Lombardorum.  The  fovereignty 
was  then  difputed  by  the  Vifconti  and  Tor- 
dani,  two  powerful  families  of  Milan,  and 
obtained   by  the  former,   who  held  it  till 
1447,  as   long  as  there  was  any  legitimate 
ilTuc  to  fucceed,  when  Francis  Sforza,  baf- 
tard  of  the  celebrated  general  of  this  name, 
who  is  fo  frequently  mentioned  by  Guicci- 
ardini  in  the  wars  of  Naples,  having  married 
Bianca  Maria,  the  natural  daughter  of  the 
lad   duke  Vifconti,    got  poflelTion   of  the 
dutchy.     His  fecond  Ton  was  the  celebrated 
Lewis   Sforza,    firnamed   the  Moor,   whofe 
character  ftrikes  me,  as  fimilar  to  that  which 
is   generally   given   us  of  our  Richard  the 
'  Jlld,  ambition,   courage,   cruelty,   and  hy- 
pocrify,   being    the  diftinguiihing  qualities 

of 
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of  both.  Lewis,  like  Richard,  was  uncles 
and  guardian  to  a  young  prince,  and  like 
him  alfo  did  he  afcend  a  throne  by  the  mur- 
der of  his  nephew.  Though  the  fates  of 
the  two  ufurpers  were  not  exadly  the  fame* 
yet  they  feem  equally  the  cfFed  of  divine 
judgment,  as  punifliments  for  their  crimes. 
The  king  of  England  loft  his  crown  and 
life  in  battle  3  the  duke  of  Milan  was 
difpolTefled  of  his  dominions  by  Lewis  the 
Xllth  of  France,  and  (hut  up  in  the  caftle 
of  Loches,  where  he  died  after  eleven  years 
of  clofe  confinement,  aggravated  by  neg- 
led,  and  probably  embittered  by  rcfiecflion* 
It  might  not  be  improper  to  obferve  to  you^ 
that  thefe  princes  were  contemporary,  tho' 
the  ufurpation  of  Sforza  happened  ten  years 
after  that  of  Richard.  The  laft  of  this 
family  was  Francis  the  lid,  fon  of  Lewis 
the  Moor,  who  dying  without  iffue  in  1535, 
the  emperor  Charles  the  Vth  feized  the 
dutchy  of  Milan  as  a  fief  efchcat  to  the 
empire.  It  continued  in  his  family  till  the 
dcmife  of  Charles  the  lid,  king  of  Spain^ 
when  in  the  war  of  fuccejTion  to  the  Spanifh 
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tronarchy,  it  was  taken  by  prince  Eugene, 
and  reannexed  to  the  empire,  in  which  it 
now  continues,  having  been  confirnieG  by 
the  treaty  of  Rafladt  in  17 14  :  by  the  quad- 
ruple alliance  two  years  after :  by  the  peace 
of  Vienna  in  1725:  and,  finally,  by  that 
of  -Aix  la  Chapelle  in  17480 

The  government  of  the  Auflrian  Lom- 
bardy  is  abfolute,  there  being  no  conftitu- 
tional   law  that  limits  the  authority  of  the 
fovereign.     Like  that  of  Brabant,  &c.  it  is 
principally   carried  on  by   a  governor  and 
minifter  of   ftate,  who,   on  affairs  of  mo- 
ment,  receive  inftrudions   from  the  court 
of  Vienna.     The  prefent  governor  is   the 
reigning  duke  of  Modena,  who  will  be  fuC- 
ceeded  by  the  emperor's  youngeft  brother, 
the  archduke  Ferdinand,    now  refident   at 
Milan. 

The  military  eflablidiment  of  the  country 
is  from  16  to  20,000  men,  the  population 
i,ooo,OQo,  including  the  capital,  which  is 
faid  to  contain  116,000. 

Vol.  I.  T  We 
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We  have  nor  been  at  court,  as  the  arcTir-J 
duke  is  abfent.  He  is  very  partial  to  Eng:* 
land,  which  (you  may  remember)  he  vifited 
two  years  ago,  where  he  \vas  magnificently 
cntcrtdincd  by  the  king  at  Windfor  caftle. 

I  (hall:  conclude  this  letter  at  Bologna. 


Bologna  the  i9tli. 

WE  left  Milan  on  the  nth,  and  foon 
reached  Lodi,  a  town  remarkable  for  the 
befl  Parmafan  cheefe.  It  is  made  entirely 
of  cows,  not  as  I  had  heard  in  England 
of  goats  milk  5  the  cattle  are  brought  leaa 
out  of  Germany  to  graze  on  thefe  plains  j 
fo  that  its  rich  and  peculiar  flavour  is  alto- 
gether dependant  on  the  paftufe.  From 
Lodi  we  came  to  Placentia,  or,  as  it  is  here 
called,  Piacenza,  a  city  fubje6l  to  the  duke 
of  Parma.  We  afcended  the  tower  of  its 
cathedral  for  the  purpofe  of  viewing  the 
country,  where  Hannibal  routed  the  conful 
Sempronius  j  but  to  afcertain  the  cxa(5t  fpot 
is    impolTible,    though    we  know   the  two 

armies 
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armies  were  encamped  on  each  fide  of  the 
river  Trebia.  The  equeftrian  (latucs  of 
Alexander,  and  his  fon  Ranuzio  Farnefe, 
did  not  give  us  the  fatisfadtion  wc  expeded  •, 
therefore  on  that  fubjcd  1  fhall  be  fiient. 
Early  the  next  morning  we  arrived  at  Parma, 
having  (according  to  Pliny)  travelled  ei-ther 
over  or  very  near  theu^Lmilian  way.  I  fhall 
fay  no  more  of  Parma  than  that  it  is  an  ex- 
tenfive  city,  and  on  the  whole  not  ill  buik. 
What  principally  engage  the  attention  of 
the  traveller  are  the  theatre,  and  academy 
of  fculpture  and  painting;  the  former  of^ 
thefe  built  by  Vignola  in  the  reign  of  Ra- 
nuzio (whofe  ftatue  I  havejufl:  noticed)  is 
much  admired  and  ftudied  by  the  lovers  of 
archite6ture;  it  is  upon  the  ancient  mode), 
and  remarkable  for  the  full  efFedl  which 
found  has  even  at  the  mofi:  diftant  part  of 
it  from  the  ftage,  that  is,  about  310  fQer» 
This  circumflance  is  attributed  not  to  the 
defign  of  the  architedl,  but  ta  fome  acci- 
dental caufe,  hitherto  undifcovered.  In  the 
Profcenium  is  a  kind  of  bafon,  that  by  pipes 
might  be  occafionally  filled  with  water.    la 
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it  they  rcprefenttd  naumaehls,  orfea-fightS,. 
for  which  the  gailies  are  ftill  fhewn  in  the 
theatre  5  but  I  think  a  fcene  of  this  nature 
under  cover,  and  in  fo  confined  a  place,' 
muft  ax  the  belt  have  been  infipid,  and  un- 
interefting.  In  the  academy  is  fame  mu- 
tiiated  Grecian  fculpture,  the  drapery  of 
"which  is  admirable  y  but  the  grand  objedt 
is  Gorregio*s  famous  pidlure  of  the  holy 
family — a  wonderful produflion  of  the  pen- 
cil. It  has  been  afTerred,  that  the  figures 
of  this  fir»e  piece  are  too  homely;  but  \ 
think  the  objedion  fcarcely  deftrrves  atten- 
tion, Corregio  was  too  great  an  artift  to- 
be  inobfervant  of  charafler,  and  ta  facrifice 
confiftency  to  complexion^. 

The  dutchies  of  Parmar  and  Placentla  are 
governed  by  an  infant  of  Spain;  the  Spanifh 
royal  family  being  defeended  in  the  female 
line  from  theFarnefi,  the  illegitimate  offspring 
of  Pope  Paul  the  Hid.  Anthony,  the  laft 
duke  of  this  houfe,  died  in  1731  withouc 
iflfue.  From  Parma  we  came  to  Reggio^ 
and  from  Reggio  to  Modena,  where  I  was 

delightcci 
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iiellghted  v^ilh  the  arcliitedure  of  the  ducal 
palace  built  by  Avanzini.  The  colledlion 
^f  piditres  is  dill  capital,  though  a  hundred 
of  the  beft  were  purchafed  for  Auguilus 
Jcing  .of  Poland,  In  four  hours  after  our 
departure  from  Modena  we  arrived  at  Bo- 
Jogna,  which  is  faid  to  contain  55,000 
people.  Though  in  the  churches  and  pa- 
Jaces  we  had  fonie  fpecimens  of  noble  archi- 
teflure,  its  general  appearance  is  unpleafing, 
from  the  prevailing  cuftom  of  building  all 
the  houfes  with  piazzas  or  porticoes  before 
them,  which  however  ufeful  againft  the 
inclemency  of  the  fcafons,  clofe  up  and 
disfigure  the  llreets.  Bologna  is  above  all 
other  cities,  Rome  excepted,  remarkable 
for  its  coile<5lion  of  paintings.  ';t  was  (if 
you  recolledt)  the  birth-place  and  fchooj  of 
the  Caracci  j  but  inftead  of  crowding  my 
letter  with  a  catalogue  of  thtrle  perfor- 
mances, I  fhall  only  obi'erve,  that  *  a  Saine 
Cecilia  by  Raphael,  f  a  piclure  of  the  Vir- 
gin,   Child,   and  little  St.   John,    by  Cor- 

#  In  the  church  of  Giovanne  in  Monte. 
•^  Caprara  palace. 
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regio,  *  two  by  Guido  Rene,  one  known 
by  the  name  of  Sc.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  the 
other  fuppofcd  to  reprefent  Liberty  and 
Modefty;  a  f  St.  Jerome  by  Ludovico  Ca- 
racci,  &c.  gave  me  the  greateft  fatisfadion. 

There  are  alfo  many  mafter-pieces  of 
modern  fcul|  ture,  but  the  moft  ftriking, 
and  in  my  humble  opinion  the  bed  exe- 
cuted, is  the  Coloffean  bronze  flatue  of 
Neptune,  by  John  of  Bologna.  Ic  is  the 
principal  figure  of  a  noble  fountains  the 
attitude,  the  afpediV,  and  anatomy  of  which 
arc  incxprefTibly  fine,  and  I  think  reach  evea 
Homer's  defcription  of  this  earth JJoaking 
god.  The  famous  towers  of  this  place  La 
Garifenda-and  Aflinelli,  we  have  frequently 
feen.  The  form.er  is  142  feet  in  heigh t> 
and  leans  eight  over  its  bafe  j  the  other 
300,  and  inclines  fomething,  though  little, 
out  of  its  perpendiculars  but  one  vie\v  of 
foch  objeds  is  quite  fufficient  for  me. 

•  Palaces  Zampieri  and  Monti, 
f  In  the  Monti  palace. 

The 
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The  public  Mufeum,  or  Iftituto,  founded 
h^  Pope  Lambertini,  who  was  a  Bolognefe, 
is  a  noble  colkdion  of  alnnoft  every  thing 
proper  for  the  ftudy  of  the  arts  and  fcienres  5 
a  library  of  ico,ooo  volunnes,  apartments 
If  for  chemiftry,  botany,  and  furgery,  full  of 
anatomical  preparations  in  wax:  a  cabinet 
of  natural  hiftory  :  an  obfrrvatory :  fchools 
for  the  polite  arcs  :  a  coUection  of  genuine 
and  counterfeit  medals  for  that  (ludy:  in 
fhort,  it  is  a  complete  pradicaj  encyclopedia, 
with  appointed  profefTors  for  each  refpeClive 
branch.  A  committee  of  twenty-four  di- 
redlors  aficmblc  there  every  Thurfday  to 
fuperintend  the  whole.  1  fliould  have  omit- 
ted mentioning  the  opera,  but  for  the  fin- 
gular  illiberality  of  the  managers,  which 
indeed  reflects  difgrace  upon  the  city,  and 
I  believe  you  will  adopt  this  opinion,  when 
1  inform  you,  that  they  exad  of  foreigners 
a  fum  nearly  double  to  what  Italians  pay 
for  entrance.  We  did  not  perceive  this 
Impofuion  till  we  had  been  twice  at  the 
theatre.  The  third  night  we  were  dcter- 
miced  not   to  fubmic  to  it,  and   being   re* 
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fufcd  admiflion  for  the  common  fum,  re- 
turned to  our  inn,  where  we  had  not  been 
five  minutes  before  they  fent  to  apologize, 
and  begged  us  to  come  back ;  but  with 
this  requrft  we  did  not  think  proper  to 
comply.  The  lad  places  that  we  vifited 
were  the  churches  of  San  Petronio  and  San 
Michaele  in  Bofco.  In  the  former  is  the 
famous  Meridian  of  CafTini,  engraved  on 
copper,  and  infcrted  in  the  pavement  222 
feet  in  length.  By  the  admifTion  of  the 
flin's  rays  through  a  frnall  aperture  on  the 
top  of  the  church,  it  marks  the  equinoxes 
and  foinices.  Froi»i  San  Michaele  we  en- 
joyed a  mod  plcafing  profpcifl  of  Bologna^ 
and  the  extenfive  plains  of  Lombardy. 

1  have  little  to  obferve  on  the  hlilory  of 
this  city.  Since  the  reign  of  Charlemagne 
it  has  been  governed  by  the  holy  fee,  fome 
revolutions  brought  about  by  the  Pepoli 
and  Bentivogli  excepted.  In  1462  John 
Bentivogli  feized  and  exercifed  the  fover- 
cign  power  until  1506,  when  he  was  driven 

out 
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C)ut  by   that  bold   and  enterprifing  church 
militant  Pope  Julius  the  lid. 

The  citizens  apparently  poiTefs  great  pri- 
vileges, being  governed  by  their  own  fenatc 
of  fixty,  frooi  which  are  chofen  a  Gonfa- 
loniere,  or  prefident,  and  eight  Anziani,  or 
counfcilors:  the  people  are  fubjc(5t  to  no 
duties,  but  one  on  wine  :  their  properties 
are  fecure  from  confifcation.  They  fend  an 
ambaflador,  and  auditor  of  the  rota,  or 
fuprenne  court  of  juftice  at  Rome,  to  that 
city;  and,  finally,  have  no  citadel  or  for- 
trcfs  to  overawe  them.  But  from  farther 
enquiry  1  am  induced  to  believe  that  this 
is  mere  pageantry,  as  the  fenate  is  nomi- 
nated by  the  pope,  who  governs  as  dcfpo- 
tically  through  his  cardinal  and  vice-legate 
at  Boiogna,  as  in  any  other  part  of  hh  ter- 
ritories. 

i 

One  morning  we  happened  to  be  prefent 
at  the  inflidion  of  a  punifnment  that  was 
quite  new  to  us.  I  believe  they  call  it  La 
Corda  s  it  is  as  follows, 

A  large 
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A  large  pulley  is  fixed  to  an  iron  crane* 
about  40  feet  high,  which  prnjeds  from  the 
fide  of  a  houfe.  Over  this  pulley  is  a  rope, 
tO  which  the  culprit's  wrifts  (being  previoufly 
tied  together  behind  him)  are  faftened.  He 
is  then  drawn  up  (lowly  to  a  certain  height, 
when  the  rope  being  fuddcnly  loolencd,  he 
drops  within  a  few  feet  of  the  ground. 
This  torture  is  repeated  a  fecond  and  a  third 
time,  the  lad  fall  being  made  higher  than 
that  preceding  it;  but  the  fecond  never 
fails  of  producing  the  defired  effed,  that  is, 
of  diOocating  the  (houldcr  bones.  On  en- 
quiry into  the  offence  of  the  prirninal  whom 
v;e  faw,  I  was  told  that  he  had  undergone 
this  punifhment  three  times  in  fcven  rponths, 
for  giving  the  culfellata,  or  (lab,  with  ^ 
knite  to  three  different  perfons,  the  laft  of 
whom  was  his  mother.  Had  he  robbed  thg 
churcli  he  would  have  been   burnt  alive. 

The  people  of  this  place  feem  to  have 
all  thai  partiality  for  mufic  which  1  expcded 
to  find  in  Italy.  1  mention  this  from  the 
many  lerenade:>  we  hear  every  nighc.     One 
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of  thefe  marching  concerts  is  rather  curious  ; 
it  confifts  of  eight  old  men,  who  are  all 
blind,  ail  coufins,  and  all  natives  of  Bo- 
logna. They  never  fail  to  attend  us  in  the 
afternoon. 

We  are  again  joined  by  Mr.  Dundas,  who 
is  a  charming  companion.  He  is  very  fond 
of  fculptu  e  and  painting,  and  will  before 
he  leaves  Italy  be  a  true  virtuofo.  We  all 
think  ourfelves  extremely  fortunate  in  not 
having  any  acquaintance  here,  which  would 
but  divert  our  time  from  that  we  moft  wifh 
CO  cultivate — a  knowledge  of  the  polite  arts. 

Though  we  expected  to  find  novelty  in 
almoit  every  objcd,  I  was  much  furprized 
on  enquiring  the  hour  to  hear  the  waiter  re- 
ply twenty- three  and  a  half;  I  have  fince 
learnt  that  in  moft  parts  of  Italy  the  lad 
hour  endSj  and  the  firft  begins,  at  funfet ; 
fo  there  being  four  and  twenty  between  thofe 
periods,  the  anfwer  was  proper :  yet  I  fear 
it  will  be  long  before  this  manner  of  com- 
puting time  becomes  familiar  to  me. 

I 
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LETTER    XV, 

Florence,  Nov.  loth,  17870 

A  Few  miles  fouth  of  Bologna  we  agajci 
afcended  the  Apennines  ;  which  are  fo 
much  fteeper  than  on  the  confines  of  Genoaj, 
as  to  make  it  neceffary  %o  afllit  the  poft- 
horfes  with  yokes  of  oxen ;  and  yet  thefe 
mountains  have  not  that  rude  and  naked 
appearance  which  I  expeded  to  have  feen  5 
but,  on  the  contrary,  are  covered  with 
hrufhwood,  the  foliage  of  which,  now  mel- 
lowed into  a  variety  of  (hades  and  tints  by 
an  Italian  autumn,  prefcnt  a  mod  pleafing 
appearance ;  for  though  it  remind  us  of  the 
coming  winter,  yet,  as  we  (hall  pafs  it  in 
the  fofter  climates  of  Italy,  I  have  not  to 
apprehend  fuch  florms  and  chilling  mills  as 
fail  over  you  from  *  Bwich  y  Van.  We 
lay  the  fird  night  at  a  fmall  inn  on  thefe 
hills,  and  the  day  after  arrived  at  Florence, 
having  Hopped  fome  time  on  the  road  for 
ihe  purpofe  of  Tccing  La  Pietra  Mala,  a  fppt 

•  A  high  mountain  over  Brecknock, 
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Cf  earth  and  ftones  on  the  fide  of  a  moun- 
tain, that  takes  fire  from  the  application  of 
lighted  ftraw  and  wood  ;  but  we  had  not 
the  good  fortune  tofucceed  in  the  experi- 
ment, though  attended  by  people  of  the 
p\tsiC€y  and  all  the  neceffary  apparatus.  From 
the  road  our  view  of  Florence  in  the  valei 
of  Arno  was  noble ;  but  y^t,  believe  me,  this 
boafted  valley,  whofc  very  found  has  ever  cre- 
ated in  me  the  mod  pleafing  ideas  of  rural 
fcencry,  has  not  half  the  beauty  of  many 
I  could  name  on  your  fide  of  the  Severn  5 
and  the  Arno  is  not  that  limpid  dream, 
which  1  thought  could  be  fccond  only  to 
the  Peneus,  but  a  muddy  and  (hallow  river, 
the  exadl  counterpart  of  the  Seine  at  Paris. 
However,  the  city  is  much  to  my  tafte  3  its 
fudation  is  agreeable;  its  (Ireets  for  the 
mod  part  wide  j  and  its  edifices,  both  pub- 
Jic  and  private,  remind  us  of  the  Medici, 
and  revival  of  the  liberal  arts. 

The  palace  of  the  grand  duke  was  built 
by  one  Pitti,  a  private  citizen,  from  whom 
it  was  named.     Its  archicefture  is  the  rudeft 

fpecimen 
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fpeclmen  of  the  Tufcan  and  Ionic  ordcrt 
I  ever  beheld  ;  yet  I  cannot  but  think  its 
appearance  grand  and  magnificent.  The 
apartnnents  were,  as  we  expecled,  rather  too 
dark  for  their  numerous  and  valuable  col-  ' 
lecSlion  of  paintings  by  Titian,  Guido  Rene, 
Salvator  Rofa,  Paul  Vcronefe^  Pietro  da 
Cortona,  and  Raphael,  whofe  celebrated 
piflure  of  the  Madonna  della  Sedia,  even 
infidels  would  worfhip.  It  reprefents  the 
Virgin  fcated  (thence  called  della  Sedia) 
and  the  infant  Jefus  on  her  lap.  The  choice 
of  attitude  in  holding  the  child  to  her 
bofom,  her  complaifant  look,  beautifully 
penfive,  and  the  happy  countenance  of  her 
fon,  are  treated  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  this 
wonderful  artift,  which,  as  it  never  has,  I 
much  fear  never  will  be  equalled.  Behind 
the  palace  rifes  a  deep  hill  laid  out  in  plea- 
fure  gardens,  called  Boboli,  wh.ch  are  or- 
namented with  ftatues,  and  bafons  of  water. 
From  its  fummit  the  view  of  Florence,  the 
river,  and  the  vale  of  Arno,  is  extremely 
rich. 

The 
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The  city  is  divided  by  the  river  in  tw6 
Unequal  parts.  One  of  its  bridges,  called 
II  Fonte  delUTrinita,  is  much  admired  for 
the  cycloidal  turn  of  the  arches  j  but  1  am 
lei's  partial  to  this  than  to  the  femicircular 
form.  Of  the  churches  the  moft  remark- 
able is  the  Duomo ;  more,  however,  as  an 
dbjedt  of  novelty  than  admiration,  from  its 
being  coated  with  various  coloured  ma?bles, 
which  gives  it  an  appearance  not  difTimilar 
to  a  harlequin's  jacket.  Befides  the  archi- 
teclure  is  a  medley  of  all  the  orders,  heaped 
and  crowded  together  in  confufion ;  buc 
from  this  general  cenfure  I  mufl  except  the 
dome  or  cupola,  which  is  admirably  raifed. 
Near  this  cathedral  is  a  building  called,  II 
Battifierio,  where  all  the  Florentine  children 
arc  baptized  ;  the  bronze  gates  of  which  are 
fculptured  v.'ith  fuch  art  by  Lorenzo  Ghi- 
berci,  that  the  great  Buonarotti  is  faid  to 
have  exclaimed  on  feeing  them:  ^' Quefte 
fon  dfgne  di  cfler  prefentate  a  Giove  per 
fame    le   portelle  del   paradifo,"  *     In   the 

*  Thefe  are  worthy  of  being  prefented  to  Jupiter,  and 
iDdde  the  portals  of  paradife. 

church 
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church  of  San  Lbrenxo  is  the  fupcrb  chapel 
of  the  Medici  Family,  and  fome  fine  fculp« 
tvJre  by  Michael  Ahgelo.  We  vifitcd  alfd 
that  of  St.  Markj  not  as  dilettanti,  but  to' 
•provide  ourfelves  with  liqueurs  and  per- 
fumes, made  by  the  Dominican  friars  of  this 
-convent,  and  'generally  efteemed  the  bed  iri 
Europe.  And  now  let  me  draw  your  atten- 
tron  to  the  gallery  of  this  place,  which,  for 
its  various  and  valuable  colledlion,  is  emi- 
-titntly  diftrnguifhed  above  all  other.  How- 
*tver,  as  fo  many  ample  defcriptions  have 
been  given  of  it  by  ingenious  travellers,  I 
fhall  be  as  concife  as  pofTible,  only  taking 
notice  of  what  I  received  the  greateft  plea- 
fure  from  contemplating.  It  ftands  on  the 
banks  of  the  Arno  near  the  ancient  ducal 
palace,  and  was  begun  and  finifhed  by  the 
Medici,  originally  a  family  of  private  citi- 
zens, to  whom  fucceeding  ages  are  more 
indebted  for  their  refinement,  than  to  the 
moft  powerful  monarchs  of  Europe.  In 
1564.  Cofmo  the  IH:  employed  the  celebrated 
George  Vafari  as  archited,  with  intention 
of  uniting  under  the  fame  roof  tht  different 

chambers 
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thambers  of  the  magldracy.     But  Francis, 
who   fucceeded  him,  altered  the  defign  of 
it  to  its  prefent  pnrpofei  fq  that  inftead  of 
being  appropriated  to  courts  of  law,  and  a 
hoify  bar,  it  was   more  happily  converted 
into  an   elegant  and   peaceful    afylum    for 
antiquity  and   the  mufes.     It  is  compofed 
of   three   corridors,    fimilar  in    form    to  a 
Greek  n  ;  the  two   longed  are   about  404 
feet,    and   the  other  140,    with   lixteen  or 
feventeen   noble  apartments  on   each   fide. 
In  the  former  are  antique  buds  of  the  Ro- 
man emperors,  from  the  firfl:  C^far  to  Con- 
ilantine,  with  many  of  their  wives,  &c.  the 
portraits  of  feveral  of  the  mod  remarkable 
inen  from  Hanibal  to  Paoli ;  datues   both 
modern  and  ancient,  and  a  noble  colledioii 
6f  pidures :  in  the  latter  are  alfo  paintings 
and  fculpture,  but  of  a  higher  order :  an- 
cient and  modern  medals  :  precious  gems, 
tvhofc   exquifite    engravings  remind  us  of 
the  age   of  Alexander,    and  of  the   art  of 
Pergoteles :  facred,  domeftic,  and  military 
titenfils  of  the  ancients:  fpecimens  of  their 
porcelain  :  Etrufcan  vafes  :  ancient  and  mo- 
VoL.  I.  .U  dern 
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dcra  bronzes ;  and  antique    piftures :    but 
of  this  numerous  catalogue  I  am  fure  you 
are  too  charitable  to  wifli  me  to  write  you 
a  dclcription  ;  I   fball  therefore,  as  I  have 
before  faid,  confine  myfelf  to    thofe  pieces 
with  which  I  was  mod  pleafed,  fuch  as  the 
ftatues  of  two   woif  dogs  in  the  veftibule, 
both  antique,  and  highly  finifl^ied  :  the  buds 
of  Julius  C^far,  and  a  dying  Alexander  the 
Great.     At  the  upper  end  of  the  eaftern 
corridor,  a  horfe,  the  anatomy  and  propor- 
tions of  the  head  and  body  mod  admirable; 
but  the   legs   the  work   of   fome   modern 
flone  cutter  :  the  ftatucs  of  ^fculapius  and 
Mercury,    both  antique  :   that  of  Bacchus, 
by  Michael  Angelo:  a  bronze  ftatue  of  an 
Etrufcan  Harufpex,  robed  and  in  the  ad  of 
fpeaking.     This  was  found  in  the  lake  of 
Thrafimene,  and  is  fo  perfed  a  figure,   that 
the  very  attitude  and  countenance  feem  to 
carry  with  them  perfuafion  :  a  copy  of  the 
famed  Laocoon  in  the  Mufeo  Clementino 
at  Rome,  by  Baccio  Bandinelli,  than  which 
I  can  fcarce  conceive  the  original  to  have 
greater  merit.     Thefc  are  all  in  the  corri- 
dors. 
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dors.     What  I  mod  admire  in  the  cabinets 
are  a  bronze  (latue  of  Mercury,    by  John 
of  Bologna,  the  defign  of  which  is  fingular, 
the  artift  having  introduced  this  felon  deity, 
as  wafted  to  heaven  on  the  breath  of  Ze- 
phyrus,  whom  he  reprefents  by  a  head  with 
the  face  upwards,  and  from  the  mouth  ifTues 
a  ftrong  blaft:  on  which  Mercury  feems  to 
rife :    the  Hermaphrodite,  a  divine  Greek 
ftatue,  that  is  exaflly  what  it  ought  to  be. 
You  recoiled  the  (lory  of  the  fond  Salmacis, 
who  clafped  her  lover  Hermaphroditus  in 
her   arms,    and    prayed,    not   ineffedlualjy, 
that  the  gods  would  make  them  one  body : 
Hercules  fubduing  a  centaur,  but  what  cen- 
taur I  know  not,  never  having  heard  that 
he  had  flain  any  other  than  NcfTus,   who 
perifhed  by  his  arrow,  not  club,  in  attempt- 
ing to  force  Dejanira  on  the  banks  of  the 
Evenus.      This   is    an  admirable  piece  of 
antique    fculpture  :    finally,    the   unhappy 
Niobe  and  her  children,  the  exadl  number 
of  which  it  is  impofTible  to  afcertain,  as  fo 
many  ancient  authors  have  differed  in  thac 
refpeft.    The  fculptor,  or  rather  fculptors 
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of  this  group  (for  it  is  attributed  to  more 
than  one)  have  followed  Ovid*s  accounr^ 
and  made  theoi  fourteen.  The  different 
attitudes,  and  exprefiions  of  grief,  terror, 
and  defpair  in  the  fons  and  daughters,  are 
wonderfully  given  5  but  the  principal  figure 
is  that  of  Niobe;  fhe  appears  bending  over 
the  lad  and  youngeft  of  her  children,  who 
clings  to  her  knees  for  protedion,  whilft 
her  right  hand  is  fpread  over  the  child,  her 
left  is  lifted  up  to  ward  off  the  fatal  (haft, 
and  her  countenance,  beautiful  and  majcftic, 
though  in  extreme  anguifh,  is  raifed  towards 
heaven,  feemingly  to  fupplicate  the  offended 
offspring  of  Latona.  In  a  word,  fhe  ap- 
pears to  be  in  the  very  moment  of  change, 
when 

**  Nullos  movet  aura  Capillos : 
*«  In  vultu  color  eft  fine  fanguine  ;  lumina  moeflls 
««  Stant  immota  genis :  nihil  eft  in  imagine  vivi. 
<*  Ipfa  quoque  interius  cum  dure  lingua  palato 
"  Congelat ;  et  venae  defiftunt  pofTe  moveri. 
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^*  Nec  flecli  cervix,  nee  brachia  reddere  geftUs, 
**  Nec  pes  ire  poteft  *, 

Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  vi.  line  311. 

But  I  was  furprifed  to  find  thefe  fine 
ftatucs  fo  ill  placed.  Inflead  of  being  (as 
they  (hould  be)  grouped  in  confufion,  they 
are  ranged  in  rows,  and  feeniingly  equi- 
diftant  round  the  noble  fajoon,  which  the 
Grand  Duke  has  built  for  their  reception. 
Near  this  room  are  two  apartments,  which 
contain,  what  I  am  fure  is  in  no  other  place 
iafTembled,  a  colledlion  of  between  300  and 
400  of  the  mod  celebrated  painters  por- 
traits, done  and  prefcnted  by  themfelves  to 
the  Florentine  gallery.  I  rather  exulted  in 
perceiving  that  none  of  the  modern  had 
lequal  merit  with  that  of  Mr.   Moore,  an 

Imitated, 

*  Noi  a  hair 
Moves  to  the  wind.     Her  crimfon  beauty  flies 
Her  lifelefs  cheeks,  and  fixed  are  both  her  eyes. 
Now  cold  and  petrified  her  veins  fhe  feels. 
Her  palate  ftiffens,  and  her  tongue  congeals  3 
Neck,  arms,  and  feet,  the  fatal  influence  own| 
And  all  the  woman  hardens  into  ftone, 

U  3  Englilh 
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Englifh  landfcape  painter  refident  at  Rome: 
but  the  pride  I  felt  in  the  (kill  of  a  country- 
man, was  feverely  wounded  by  being  (hewn 

the  faded  daubing  of  Sir  — — ,  which, 

unfortunately,  is  hung  near  fonne  of  the 
oldeft  portraits  in  the  room,  remarkable  for 
their  ftrength  of  colours.  How  is  it  to  be 
lamented  that  this  gentleman,  who  un- 
doubtedly ranks  among  the  firft  of  modern 
painters,  flaould  have  fo  long  perfevered  in 
this  error  ?  I  (incerely  hope,  however,  that 
he  will  replace  this  his  prefent  difgraceful 
reprefentative,  by  another  in  his  beft  man- 
ner of  colouring.  And  now  let  me  con* 
elude  this  article  with  the  tribune,  an  0{5la- 
gon  cabinet,  which,  for  its  colle6lion  of 
fculpture  and  painting,  is,  I  fhould  fuppofe, 
unequalled.  Though  the  corridors  and 
other  apartments  bad  prepared  me  for  this 
fcene,  1  allure  you,  that  my  furprife  on  enter- 
ing was  a  more  violent  emotion  than  I  ever 
felt  of  the  fame  nature.  Nor  did  ic,  as  it 
generally  does,  die  away  into  indifFerence^ 
from  the  frequency  of  beholding  the  objeds 
that  had  raifed  it  b  but  was  fucceeded  by 

the 


L  E  T  T  E  R    XV.  295 

the  mildeft  fenfations  of  delight,  which  I 
have  fince  experienced  many  an  hour  when 
fitting,  filent  and  alone,  to  contcnnplate 
thefe  works,  that  I  can  hardly  conceive 
human.  On  advancing  a  few  fteps  into  the 
room,  I  found  myfelf  in  the  middle  of  five 
ftatues  :  a  dancing  fawn  :  a  pair  of  wreft- 
lers,  or,  as  I  would  rather  fuppofe^,  Pan- 
cratiaftae  *  :  an  Apollo  :  the  Arrotino,  whom 
fome  call  (though  I  fee  not  with  what  rea- 
fon)  the  flave  that  difcovered  Cataline*s 
confpiraey,  and  the  Venus  di  Medici.  In 
the  four  firft,  few  faults  and  innumerable 
beauties  appear.  But  thou,  parent  of  ^love  I 
how  fliall  I  defcribe  thee,  who  art  all  beauty 
and  all  perfedion  ? 

Suppofe  her  in  a  flate  of  nature  juft  rifea 
from  a  bath,  ^nd,  as  Thomfon  fays, 

**  Shrinking  from  heifdf^ 
«*  With  fancy  bluihing,  at  ths  doubtful  breeze 
?«  Alarm'd/' 

f  See  Plliiy,  Book  34.,  Chap.  S, 

r  U  4  ..    Her 
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Her  face  turned  over  the  left  fhoulder> 
prefents  an  affemblage  of  features  lovely  iq 
the  extreme.     Her  body  rather  inclines  for- 
ward, whilft  her  right  hand  is  fpread  over 
her  bofom,  and  the  other  fomewhat  lower. 
She  reds  upon  her  left  leg,  which  is  con- 
fequently  Itraightj  whilft  thfe  right  bends 
gracefully,  and  leans  upon  the  toe.     Such 
is  the  attitude  of  the  Venus  di  Medici ;  and 
let  me  add,  that  the  magic  fweetnefs  of  her 
countenance :  the  proportion  and  delicacy 
of  her  limbs :  the  foftnefs  and  fiefliy  fem- 
blance  of  the  marble,   together  with  that 
fafcinating  grace  that  fits  upon  the  whole 
figure,  make  me  no  longer  wonder  at  the 
idolatry  of  the  ancients  j  for  if  fuch  were 
their  images,  I  (hould,  had  I  lived  in  thofe 
days,    have  deemed    it   wifdom   to   adore. 
But   think  not  that  thefe,  though  ineftim- 
able,  are  the  only  treafures  of  the  tribune  j 
the  walls  are  hung  with  pidures  by  a  trium- 
virate of  painters,    who,  fince  the  revival 
of   the  liberal   arts,    have   never  had  their 
equals.    Firfl-  and  alone  Raphael,  then  Cor- 
regio  and  Titian.     We  beheld  the  thre^ 

manner? 
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manners  of  the  former;  in  the  lad  is  a  St. 
John,  of  which  I  (hall  fay  nothing,  as  I  ann 
really  at  a  lofs  for  expreffion.  By  Corregio 
is  a  little  Madona  on  her  knees,  and  by 
Titian,  the  famous  painting  of  his  naked 
wife,  called  his  Venus.  Inftead  of  expa- 
tiating on  the  merit  of  thefe  pictures,  I  have 
done  well  in  naming  the  artifts  who  painted 
them,  by  whom  it  is  almoft  impofllble  that 
any  thing  (liould  be  otherwife  than  ex- 
cellent. 

The  dutchy  of  Tufcany,    after   the   de- 
(Irudion  of  the  Roman  empire,  fell  under 
the  dominion  of  the  Oftrogoths,  who  were 
fucceeded  by  the  kings  of  Lombardy.   After 
a  feries  of  years,  and  a  variety  of  revolu- 
tions, through   which  the  form  of  govern- 
ment continued  republican,  the  celebrated 
family  of  the  Medici  took  poflefiion  of  it. 
In   15  j  I    the  emperor   Charles    the   Fifth, 
created  Alexander  di  Medici,  Grand  Duke 
of  Tufcany,   though  violently  oppofed   by 
the  noble  families  of  Florence,   whofe  re- 
publican fpifits  could  not  eafily  brook  the 

abfolutc 
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abfolute  government  of  a  man  raifed  from 
their  own  order.  A  Jong  line  of  princes 
fucceeded  Alexander ;  mod  of  whom  feemed 
to  pofTcfs  an  hereditary  tafte  for  fcience  and 
the  polite  arts,  and  greatly  encouraged  their 
growth.  The  laft  of  this  illuftrious  race 
was  John  Gafton,  whofe  conduct  was  very 
difiimilar  to  that  of  his  anceftors,  being 
extremely  immoral.  After  his  death  Tuf- 
cany  devolved  on  Francis  duke  of  Lorraia 
and  Bar,  in  lieu  of  his  dutchies  which  were 
granted  to  the  unfortunate  Staniflaus  king 
of  Poland.  Francis  was  fucceeded  by  the 
reigning  duke  Peter  Leopold,  brother  to 
the  prefent  emperor  of  Germany, 

Much  as  I  refped  thofe  of  the  Medici, 
•who  were  the  patrons  of  learned  and  Inge- 
nious  men  ;  yet  I  am  free  to  own,  that  I 
look  up  with  ftili  greater  veneration  to  *  the 
wife  prince  that  now  fills  the  ducal  throne  of 
Tufcany.  On  his  accefiion  in  1765  he  found 
every  thing  in  that  diforder  and  confufioq^ 

*  since  emperor  of  Germany,  havijrag  fucceeded  his  bro» 
tlier  Jofeph  the  |Id, 

which 
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which  Is  the  natural  confequence  of  a  long 
and  difiipated  rrign.  Commerce  was  lan- 
guifliino;*  manufadures  at  a  ftand :  agri- 
culture  neg]c6lcd  :  the  nobles  ruined  by 
imitating  the  vices  of  their  prince :  the 
commonalty  haralTcd  :  and  crimes  of  every 
nature  fo  increafed  from  impunity,  and  the 
total  fubverfion  of  law,  as  to  threaten  con- 
fequences  of  the  mod  dangerous  and  de- 
flruc\ive  nature  to  fociety.  Tufcany  was 
at  that  time  the  mod  opprefTcd  and  de- 
plorable of  the  Italian  dates.  To  tell  you 
that  it  is  now  the  happiefi:  would  be  faying 
but  little;  I  fhall  go  much  farther,  and 
obferve,  that  there  is  no  country  in  Europe^ 
in  which  the  prince  rules  abfoiutely,  that 
is  governed  with  fuch  policy  and  modera- 
tion. Leopold  knew  that  the  licentioufnefs 
of  his  people  was  the  main  obflacle  to  their 
well-being,  and  refolved  to  make  that  his 
primary  fubje^t  of  reform  ;  true  it  is,  that 
in  the  arduous  attempt  he  loft  jnany  of  his 
fubjeds,  who  migrated  to  other  countries, 
and  has  not  perhaps  as  yet  fucceeded  among 
%\i^  higher  order  to  his  withes  j  but  of  the 

commoa 
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common  people  he  has  almofl  changed  the 
very  charadler.  As  I  know  your  fentiments 
on  penal  laws,  I  am  perfuaded  you  will 
much  admire  him  as  a  legiflator,  when  I 
inform  you  that  he  permits  no  man  to  fuffer 
death,  whatever  be  his  offence  j  but  by  the 
moft  rigid  flavery  (the  extreme  labour  of 
which  is  converted  to  the  public  benefit) 
wifely  inflidls  a  punifhment  far  feverer  and 
more  dreadful.  His  encouragement  of  the 
ufeful  arts  has  increafed  the  population  and 
riches  of  his  dutchy  to  a  great  degree  un* 
l^nown  before;  and  though  his  people  be 
lighi/ly  taxed  in  proportion  to  thofe  of  the  " 
other  Italian  dates,  I  believe  there  are  few 
princes  whofe  treafuries  are  fo  full  as  his. 
The  domeftic  profufion  of  his  fubjefls  he 
has  put  a  ftop  to,  by  holding  out  an  example 
of  ceconomy  in  his  own  houfehold ;  and 
the  nobilicy  can  appear  at  court  in  no  other 
than  the  plained  and  moil  fimple  habits. 
Kis  chief  pleafure  is  the  difcharge  of  his 
duty  by  promoting  the  national  welfare. 
Though  there  be  feveral  departments  of 
government    with  their  refpc<flive   oiiicers;^ 

the 
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the  Grand  Duke  feems  to  dire6l  the  whole  5 
or,  in  orher  words,  to  be  his  own  minifter, 
for  he  fuffers  no  meafures  of  confequence 
to  be  tranfadltd  without  his  knowledge  and 
approbation. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  letter  with  a  few 
curfory  remarks  on  the  country  over  v^hich 
he  rules. 

The  vegetable  produ6lions  are  fimilar  to 
what  they  are  in  other  parts  of  Italy  5  the 
principal  being  corn,  vines,  olives,  and  mul- 
berry  trees  for  the  filk  worm. 

The  mineral  are  mod  various  and  valu- 
able, confifting  of  beautiful  and  different 
coloured  marbles  :  tranfparent  alabafter  : 
agate  :  amethyfls  :  chalcedonies :  chryftal : 
allum  :  fait:  faltpetre  :  earth  for  colours: 
filver  and  copper  mines :  (none  of  which 
however  are  worked)  and  a  great  variety  of 
mineral  waters. 


Along 
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Along  the  Mediterranean  lie  trafls  of 
marfhy  plains,  which  connprehend  no  lefs 
than  1800  fquare  miles,  where  numerous 
herds  of  oxen  are  fed  during  the  winter  and 
fpring;  but  as  a  noxious  vapour  exhales  in 
the  fumnner  months,  they  make  an  early 
retreat  (confcious  of  the  approaching  evil)  , 
to  the  hills  up  the  country.  I  think  this 
breed  of  cattle  much  larger  than  ours  in 
England.  They  are  all  of  a  dark  cream 
colour,  and  being  very  tradable,  are  more 
ufcd  for  draught  than  horfes. 

The  fwine  alfo  of  Tufcany  I  fhall  beg 
leave  to  mention,  being  remarkable  for  the 
flavour  and  delicacy  of  their  flefh,  which 
I  attribute  to  the  chefnuts  they  feed  upon. 
But  the  moft  lucrative  bufinefs  of  this 
country  is  the  anchovy  and  tunney  fifheries.- 
They  begin  on  the  firft  of  July,  and  end 
about  the  middle  of  Auguft.  The  bed 
anchovies  are  found  off  the  ifland  of  Gor- 
crona  ;  and  thouo^h  the  fifhermen  take  an- 
nually  from  ten  to  fifteen  thoufand  barrels, 
that  weigh  40  lb.  each,  this  does  not  amount 

to 
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to  half  the  quantity  that  the  Englifti  (hips 
demand.  They  mult  be  very  attentive  to 
cure  the  fifli  immediately  on  their  being 
taken  out  of  the  fea,  or  they  fpoil.  The 
tunney  is  caught  ofF  the  ifle  of  Elba,  to 
the  amount  of  450,000  lbs,  every  feafon 
that  proves  favourable. 

In  addition  to  the  many  agreeable  thino^s 
at  Florence,  1  cannot  but  mention  to  you 
our  hotel  j  it  is  kept  by  one  Meggit,  an 
Engliftiman,  and  is,  in  my  opinion,  equal 
to  any  I  ever  entered,  either  in  or  out  of 
England.  We  find  every  thing  fcrved  up 
in  the  Englifh  manner,  which  I  am  un- 
faftiionable  enough  to  prefer  to  all  other. 
Meggit  is  not  only  a  good  innkeeper,  but 
very  moderate  in  his  charges. 

As  I  have  no  more  to  fay  to  you,  adieu. 


LETTER 
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Leghorn,  Nov.  15,    17S7. 

^HREE  weeks,  three  little  weeks,  tfisf 
feemed  no  mote  than  three  happy  daySjj 
did  we  pafs  at  Florence  1  and  dedicated 
never  lefs  than  four  but  of  the  twenty-four 
hours  to  the  grand  gallery,  and  the  mufes. 
At  length,  great  ideas  cf  Ronne  and  the 
Capitol  roufed  us  fronn  thefe  inaftive  fcenes 
of  pleafure,  and  perfuaded  our  departure; 
How  reliiefs  is  the  human  difDofition,  how 
impatient  for  novelty  !  Having  taken  one 
parting  look  at  the  tribune,  and  Madonna 
della  Sedia,  we  bade  adieu  to  this  charming 
city,  and  travelled  along  the  fouthern  bank 
of  the  Arno  to  Pifa.  You  v/ell  remem- 
ber, that  Pifa  v;as  once  the  capital  of  art 
independent,  a  warlike,  and  a  commercial 
republic,  that  difputed  the  dominion  of  the 
Italian  and  Grecian  Teas  with  Genoa,  and 
withftood  all  the  attempts  of  Florence  to 
reduce  it,  until  1509,  when  it  was  forced 
to  capitulate,  and  become  fubjed  to  its 
conquerors.    From  its  prefent  ftate  it  would 
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be  difficult  to  believe  that  fo  many  large  fleets 
had  belonged  to  it,  were  it  not  lufficiently 
authenticated  by  hiftory,  efpecially  as  it  is 
no  longer  a  maritiaie  city,  the  fea  having 
receded  to  the  diftance  of  twelve  miles,  and 
the  Arno  being  (if  I  miftake  not)  much 
too  fhallow  for  gallies.  Its  noble  manfions 
empty  and  in  decays  its  filent  ftreets,  and 
general  appearance,  are  melancholy  proofs 
of  its  altered  condition.  Perhaps  no  people 
of  modern  date  have  been  more  attentive 
to  the  embellishment  of  their  native  city 
than  the  former  inhabitants  of  Pifaj  their 
Commerce  iii  the  Mediterranean  gave  them 
continual  opportunities  of  enriching  it  with 
the  fpoils  of  Greece,  which  they  have  moft 
largely  colle6led  ;  as  the  profufion  of  Greek 
marbles  with  which  they  have  covered  their 
churches  indicates.  The  cathedral,  though 
Gothic,  is  one  of  the  moft  fuperb  edifices 
i  have  ever  feen  ;  for  befides  its  rich  coating, 
it  is  in  many  places  lupported  by  columns 
of  granate  and  porphyry,  feme  of  which 
afe  of  one  piece.  Is  it  not  more  than  pro- 
bable that  thefe  marbles  were  the  ornaments 
Vol.  I.  X  of 
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of  Grecian  temples,  long  the  admiration  c( 
the  mofl:  ingenious  people  that  ever  exided  ? 
and  now   that   they  (hould  glaze   over   the 
defcdls   of    this    building}     which,  though 
admired,  has   for  me   no  beauty   but  wh^t 
it  receives  from  them.    Oh  !   how  much   ii 
it  to  be  lamented,  that  the  Pi  fans  had  not, 
inftead  of  demolilhing   thofe  noble  monu- 
ments of  antiquity  for  their  rich  materials, 
imitated   their  orders    of   archite6lure,  and 
introduced  them  to  the  age    in  which  they 
lived,  as  the  only  good  models  to  adopt. 
But    this    was   not   to   be   expected   in  the 
eleventh  century,  when  fuperftition  was  fo 
predominant,    that   fcicnce  and   the    police 
arts  were  confidered  as  inimical  to  religion. 
Near,  but   not  adjoining  to   the   cathedral, 
is  the  Battifterio,    or  Baptiftery,    which   is 
equally  remarkable  for  its  rich  marbles  :  its 
form  is  circular,  and  its  gates  of  fculptured 
bronze,  but  the  mod  remarkable  objed  is 
the  celebrated  leaning   tower  -,    of  which  I 
well  remember  to  have  heard,  before  1  knew 
that  Pifa  was  in    Italy.     It   (lands   in   the 
fame   fpacious   area    as    the    cathedral    and 

baptiftcry. 
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baptiftery,  and  is,  in   my   opinion,  a  very 
noble  ftruflure,   being,  as  the  perfon  who 
Ihevved  it  us  jufdy  obferved,  formed  like  a 
cylinder.    Ic  is  in  height  180  ftct,  and  pro- 
jedls  fourteen  and   a  half  over  its  bafis, — 
the   foundation   having    on   that   fide   funk 
under   the  weight;  fo  that  you  fee  its  in- 
clination  is  jufl  three  feet  more  than  the 
tower  of  Caerfiily  Caftle  in  Giamorganfhire. 
Near  thefe  buildings  are  long  and  fpacious 
cloifters,  called  II  Campo  Santo,  which  the 
good    people  of  the   place  regard   with   a 
veneration  that  borders  on  devotion.  During 
the  crufadcs,  the  republic  of  Pifa,  as  well 
as  Genoa,  furniflied  the  belligerent  powers 
of  Europe  with  fleets  for  tranfporting  their 
troops  and  ftores  to  Palasfline.    Thefe  fleets 
brought   back   what  was  confidered  an   in- 
valuable treafure — heavy    cargoes  of  earth 
fcraped    from   near    the    holy    fepulchre   at 
Jerufalem,  and  carried  to  the  fea  fliore  on 
camels  backs.    The  tranfports  having  fafely 
landed   this  facred   lading    at  Pifa,    it  was 
immediately   conveyed   by    all    defcriptions 
of  people  to   thefe  cloifters,  which  were  ia 

X  2  confc- 
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ronfequence  made  a  burying-place  for  thofe 
citizens  who  would  pay  the  fum  demanded 
for  their  interment,  which  I  hear  is  not 
inconfiderable.  I  had  the  prefumption  to 
afk  the  fextoh  what  was  the  benefit  that 
dead  bodies  received  from  being  put  into 
this  mould.  By  way  of  anfwer,  he  flared 
me  full  in  the  face,  and  then  turning  to 
our  guide,  faid,  Non  fon  Chriftiani  fti 
Signori  *  ?  Non,  non,  fon  Inglefi  -}-,  replied 
the  other,  and  walked  on.  The  only  tomb 
to  which  I  paid  any  attention,  was  that  of 
Algarotti,  the  infcription  of  which  tells  you 
it  was  written  by  his  royal  patron,  the  late 
king  of  PrufTia. 

Algarotti,  Ovidii  ^mulo, 

,>%  ... 

^  Newtoni  Difcipulo, 

Fredericks  J. 

In   returning  from  this  place  to  the  inn, 
we    were  met   by   a  large  troop  of  galley 

*  Thefe  gentlemen  are  not  Ghriftlans. 
•f-  No,  no,  they  are  EngUfhmen, 

J  Fredeiic,  in  honour  of  Algarotti,  the  rival   of  Ovid, 
the  difclple  of  Newton. 

flavcs. 
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flaves,  whofe  condition  is  fo  extrennely  fe- 
v€re,  that  I  think  the  aioft  timorous  would 
ftize  with  tranfport  any  opportunity  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  his  exiftence ;  and  yet,  in- 
flead  of  pitying,  I  rather  exulted  in  their 
milery,  as  mod  of  them  have  perpetrated 
crimes  that  merit  even  this,  the  word  of 
tortures,  which  is  indeed  much  too  mild, 
for  the  monfler  who  is  the  fubjedl  of  the 
following  anecdote.  In  the  year  1769  one 
Rofliter,  a  young  Irishman,  came  to  Leg- 
horn in  fearch  of  adventure,  with  no  other 
recommendation  than  the  deportment  of  a 
gentleman,  added  to  a  fine  figure  and  coun- 
tenance. Soon  after  his  arrival,  a  lady, 
whofe  perfonal  property  was  confiderablc, 
faw,  and  became  violently  enamoured  of 
him  i  which  was  foon  fucceeded  by  a  direft. 
propofal  on  her  part  (no  uncommon  thing; 
in  Italy)  to  live  with  her.  As  he  had 
been  previoufly  informed  of  her  circum- 
ftances,  and  was  pleafed  with  her  perfon^. 
he  immediately  clofed  with  the  offer  ;  and 
|hey  in  confequence  refided  together  in  all 
^he  warmth  of  love  and  intimacy  of  mar- 

X  3  riag^. 
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riage.     Her  paffion    for    him  had    at   firft 

prompted  her  to  difregard  the  common  law 

of  modefty  ;  after  cohabitation   it  grew  to 

fuch  excefs,  as  to  trample  on  all  prudence  ; 

for  not  fatisfied  with  having  pur  chafed  for 

him  a  lieutenancy  in  the  Tufcan  army,  (he 

anticipated  his  every  wifh,  more  than  fup- 

ported  his  profufion  :  and  on  being  obliged 

to  vifit  her    relations   in  a  diftant  part  of 

Italy,  intruded  him  in  her  abfcnce  with  her 

jewels,    her    money,    and,    in   fhort,    tyeny 

thing  Ihe  owned.     Can  you  fuppofe  that  a 

man  fo  cherifhed,  and  fo  relied  on,  could 

betray  a  confidence  of  this  nature  ?  Should 

you   wonder  at  it,  how  much  greater  will 

be  your  furprife,  when  I  tell  you  that  he 

not  only  robbed  her  of  her  property,  but 

of  her  life.    She  returned  to  Leghorn  fooner 

than  rhe   had   intended,  being  pregnant  by 

this  monfler,  who  received  her  with  every 

mark  of  unaltered  afFedion,  but  that  fame 

night  murdered  her  in  the  very  bedchamber 

that  had  fo  often  been   the  guilty  fcene  of 

her   weakntfs  and    afFe^lion,    a   place   that 

ftovjld  of  all  other  have  been  inviolable^ 

The 
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The  deed  was  foon  difcovered,  and  Rofliter 
apprehended,  judged,  and  condemned  to 
the  gallies  for  life,  Previouily  to  the  exe- 
cution of  this  fentence,  he  was  led  out 
before  the  troops  of  the  gamfon,  where 
his  fword  was  broken  over  his  head,  his 
uniform  il ripped  from  him  for  the  coarfe 
habit  of  a  galley  flave  ^  and  thus,  with  a 
halter  about  his  neck,  was  he  delivered 
over  to  his  punirtiment,  under  every  mark 
oi  degradation  and  infamy,  Yec  even  this 
wretch,  thus  fiigmatized,  could  create  af^ 
fedion  in  the  female  fex,  who  took  every 
opportunity  of  fupplying  him  with  food;  and 
one,  a  woman  of  condition,  exerted  all  her 
intercft  to  obtain  his  releafe  for  the  purpofe 
(as  it  is  faid)  of  m.arrying  him.  But  the 
good  Leopold  rejeded  the  petition  with 
^orror,  declaring  that  he  fhould  look  upon 
that  man  as  a  difgrace  to  his  court,  who 
could  intercede  on  fo  wicked  an  occafion. 
How  more  than  brutal  was  the  afFeflion 
that  could  attach  itfelf  to  fuch  a  monfter 
jsRofficer?  -      /  ' 

X4  ?ift 
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PIfa  feems  to  be  the  hofpital  of  Italy:, 
from  the  falubrity  of  its  climate,  and  the 
virtues  of  its  baths  >  but  as  our  objed  there 
was  happily    not    the   re  eftablilhment    of 
health,  we  departed  early  on  the  morning 
after  our  arrival,  and  in  lefs  than  two  hours 
got  to  Leghorn  ;  a  city  that  for  commerce 
and  population  has   far  exceeded  my   ex- 
pedations.     The   ftreets  quite  fwarm  with 
bufy   faces,    infomuch,    that    I    think   few 
commercial    towns    in    England   are   more 
alive.     The  ground  on  which  it  (lands  was 
ceded  for  Sarzana,  a  place  almoft  unknown 
on  the  frontiers  cf  Tufcany  to  the  family 
of  Medici  by  the  republic  of  Genoa  -,  which 
would   now  mod  willingly  regain  it,  even 
by    the    facrifice   of    half   its   magnificent 
capital,  for  the  purpofe  of  re-e(lablifhing  its 
ruined  commerce.     How   powerfully   does 
experience  convince  us,  not  only   in  thi§, 
but  in   various  other  inftances,   of  the  in- 
abiiity  of  our  undcrftandings  to  calculate 
future  events  from  prefent  action.    Had  the 
Genoefe  forefeen   the  confequences  of  this 
celTion,  not  Florence  itfclf  would  have  been 

accepted 
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accepted   in  exchange  for  the  mardiy   and 
unWholerome  fpot  on  which  this  celebrated 
city  now  (lands.     The  decline  of  the  one, 
and   the  rife  of  the  other,    may   be  dated 
from    the   time   that  Robert   Dudley,  duke 
of  Northumberland,    perfuaded   Ferdinand 
di  Medici  the  lid.  to  declare  it  a  free  port. 
Since  this  epoch  it  is,  from   great  encou- 
ragement, wife  regulations,  and  treaties  of 
amity  between  Tufcany  and  the  pirate  ftates 
of  Barbary,  become  the  mod  confiderable 
emporium  of  the  Mediterranean,  Marfeilles 
not  excepted  ;  nor  do  its  advantages  flow 
altogether  from  its   immediate   commerce, 
as  the   greater  number  of  (hips  employed 
by  Britain,  Holland,  and  the  northern  dates 
pf  Europe  in  the  Levant  trade,  flop  here 
for  the  purpofe  of  performing  their  quaran- 
tine  on    their   return,    which   is   mod    ad- 
mirably  regulated,    and    rigidly   obferved. 
No  nation  frequents  it  more  than  our  own. 
We  import  Britifh  merchandifes,  and  carry 
away  anchovies, oils,wines,marbles,Parmelan 
clieefe,  dried  fruits,  &c.  but  the  mod  lucrative 
branch  of  trade  is  that  of  coral,  the  fabric 

of 
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of  which  (principally  managed  by  the  Jews)  is 
the  mod  confiderable  of  the  kind  in  Europe. 
The  quality  of  this  petrified  marine  veget* 
able  is  fo  various,  that  they  reckon  no  Icfs  than 
fourteen  fpecies  of  it.  The  beft  is  brought 
from  the  coaft  of  Africa,  Sardinia,  and  Cor- 
fica;  but  the  largeft  quantity  is  lifhed  up 
at  Leghorn,  They. grind  it  into  different 
forms;  the  round  is  fent  to  America,  the 
oval  to  the  coafl:  of  Africa,  and  the  larger 
pieces  to  Conftantinople,  where  the  Turks 
make  ufe  of  them  for  buttons.  See,  It  is 
no  wonder  that  I  meet  fuch  crowds,  when 
1  find  the  population  of  this  tovvn,  whic[\ 
is  far  from  large,  to  be  above  60^000  fouls. 
Though  the  general  appearance  of  the  houfes 
be  not  ftriking,  yet  many  of  the  fhops  vie 
for  iize  and  brilliancy  v/ith  thofe  of  London, 
and  the  coffee- houfes  are  the  moft  fuperb^ 
I  have  ever  feen.  The  port  is  fo  crowded 
with  {hipping,  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
I  examined  it  in  a  fmall  boat.  It  feems 
very  commodious,  but  is  fo  fhallow  in  the 
middle,  that  (hips  are  obliged  to  enter  on 
each  fide.     The  quay  that  defends  it  from 

th.Q 
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ihQ  fea  is  the  nohleft  !  ever  beheld.  You 
will  readily  fuppvife  that  a  place  of  fo  great 
population,  and  luch  extenfive  commerce 
as  Leghorn,  contribu^s  largely  to  the  re- 
venues of  the  Grand  Duke,  which  amount 
to  five  or  f^K  hundred  thoufind  pounds  fter- 
lingi  a  very  moderate  fum  when  compared 
with  thofe  of  England.  We  can  fay  little 
of  the  fociety  of  this  place,  as  we  have 
been  here  fo  (liort  a  time;  but  the  hofpi- 
tality  of  the  Englifh  inhabitants  is  very 
great,  particularly  of  Mr.  Darby,  a  gentle- 
man in  the  banking  and  mercantile  bufinefs, 
whofe  entertainments  are  moft  fplendid. 
We  have  official  letters  from  Lord  Carmar- 
then for  our  conful  Mr.  Udney  ;  but  hear 
he  is  abfent  in  purfuit  of  paintings,  in  which 
he  deals  very  largely.  His  place  is  ex- 
tremely lucrative.  I  am  told  that  Sir  John 
Dick,  one  of  his  predeceflbrs,  cleared  no 
lefs  than  50,0001.  by  a  commiiTion  for  vic- 
tualling the  Ruffian  fleet  in  the  lad  Turkifh 
war,  given  him  by  Count  Orlow,  who  made 
yfe  of  his  houfe  when  he  lay  at  Leghorn. 
^is  mpdc  of  obtaining  this  is  flill  repre- 

fented 
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fenced  here  as  a  fine  ftroke  of  policy.  Ii 
was  in  a  manner  detcrnnined  that  one  Fraink, 
a  German  merchant,  fhould  have  this  em^ 
ployment;  but  Sir  John,  knowing  the  fafti- 
dious  and  vain  charadter  of  Qrlow,  fitted 
up  a  large  houfe  in  the  moft  elegant  Englifh 
llyle,  dividing  it  into  fummer  and  winter 
apartments.  The  bait  took  -,  the  Ruflian 
gave  it  the  preference  to  Mr,  Fraink's,  and 
its  owner  the  very  lucrative  commiflion  tQ 
^high  1  have  alluded. 

Good  bye, 
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Rome,  Nov.  25th,   17870 

X^/'E  were  much  pleafed  with  the  country 
between  Leghorn  and  Sienna,  which 
h  hilly  and  cultivated  s  but  the  profpefl  did 
not  compenface  for  the  difappointment  and 
delay  that  we  experienced  on  the  road*  Our 
countrynaen  at  Florence  had  gone  for  Rome 
On  the  morning  that  we  left  Pifa,  and  as  their 
carriages  were  numerous,  they  did  not  leave 
a  fingle  poft-horfe ;  we  were  therefore  ob- 
liged to  creep  on  part  of  the  way  with  a 
melancholy  pair  juft  taken  from  the  plough^ 
which  retarded  our  arrival  at  Sienna  to  ten 
at  night.  The  next  morning  we  were  de- 
lighted with  the  fituation  and  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  place.  The  cathedral  (as 
it  ufually  happens  in  provincial  towns)  is 
the  moft  interefting  objedV,  being  coated 
with  (labs  of  black  and  white  marble, 
and  ornamented  with  columns  of  porphyry, 
verde  antique,  &c. 
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It  feems  to  be  a  received  opinion,  tlia! 
every  country  has  a  particular  city  in  it,- 
eminent  above  the  others  for  the  purity  and 
juft  pronunciation  of  its  language*  I  know 
not  that  this  is  fo  in  England,  but  in  Italy, 
Germany,  and  France,  it  certainly  is.  In 
the  firft  Sienna  is  dirtinguifhed  on  this  ac- 
count. Indeed,  except  in  Tufcany  and  at 
Rome,  the  Italian  language  is  fo  corrupt^ 
that  the  bed  educated  people  of  one  (late 
would  not,  without  difficulty,  underftand 
thofe  of  another.  At  Florence  it  is  cor- 
redly  fpoken,  but  ill  pronounced  3  for  the 
letter  C  is  generally  founded  as  a  guttural, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Greek  x  ought  io 
be.  A  Florentine  v/culd  pronounce  the  twa 
iirft  lines  of  TaiTo,  as  if  written 

Xanto  l*arme  pietofe  e'l  Xapitano 
Xhe'l  gran  repcl;i(;;ro  libero  di  Xrillo, 

But  at  Sienna   they  fpcak  the  language  of 
Florence  with  the  Roman  utrerahcea  or  La 
lingua  Florentina  in  bocca  Romaiia.    There 
the  converfation  of  the  common  people  feems^, 
as  it  were,  formed  on  the  model  of  the  beit 
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authors.  It  would  confequently  be  a  niore 
proper  place  for  the  academy  della  Crufca 
than  the  capital,  in  which  all  the  reOdent 
members  of  that  once  refDc6t:able  focietr 
adopt  the  local  pronunciation. 

We  were  two  days  and  a  half  on  the  road 
between  Sienna  and  Rome.  The  firft  night 
we  lay  in  the  palace  of  Radicofani,  which 
is  precifely  what  credulity  and  fuperftition 
would  call  a  haunted  houfe, — a  lofcy  and 
exteniive  building,  fituate  near  the  fummit 
of  rocky  mountains  almoft  bare  of  vege- 
tation. In  it  are  long  and  difmal  pafTages, 
and  a  labyrinth  of  naked ,  rooms,  through 
which  reigns  continual  filence,  unlefs  when 
interrupted  by  the  hollow  roar  of  winds,  or 
the  clattering  of  fhutters.  I  wandered  over 
the  whole,  and  each  dreary  chamber  Teemed 

*•  By  many  a  foul  and  midnight  murder  fed." 

The  accommodation  of  this  caravanfcrais 
was,  as  we  expelled,  correfpondent  to  its 
appearance;  however,  we  happily  found  a 
large  quantity  of  dry  wood,   which  made 

a  good 
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a  good  fire,  and  after  a  mofl  infufficient 
jTupper  of  hot  water  foup,  an  animal  which 
J  would  hope,  if  not  believe,  was  a  ftarved 
rabbit,  and  macaroni,  we  bolted  the  door 
of  our  apartment,  dragged  our  beds  to 
the  fire,  and  flept  in  our  cloaths  till  day- 
light. Near  this  place  is  the  little  village 
of  Chiufi,  formerly  Clufium,  the  capital  of 
Porfenna*s  kingdom.  We  found  no  object 
that  particularly  engaged  our  attention  be- 
tween Radicofani  and  Viterbo,  except  the 
Volfinlan  lake,  now  11  Lago  di  Bolfena. 
This  plt-afing  piece  of  water  is  thirty  miles 
in  circumference,  and  at  prefent,  as  in  the 
elder  days  of  Rome  (when  frequented  for 
its  cool  and  filent  retirement  from  the  ftoife 
and  hurry  of  the  forum)  overhung  with 
groves  of  oak  and  ilex.  We  lay  that  night 
at  Viterbo,  and  proceeding  the  next  morn- 
incr,  travelled  through  a  country  that  was 
not  beautiful,  but  highly  interefting,  from 
havin^  been  the  fchcol  of  Roman  patrio- 
tifm  and  enterprize,  wherein  that  republic, 
from  the  conqueft  of  thefe  little  dates, 
karnc  to  fubdue  the  world.    Over  the  fame 
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ground  as  we  pafled,  how  often  have  the 
legions,  when  virtue  and  fimplicity  were 
their  charadleriftic  qualities,  returned  fronn 
vidory  ?  and,  on  the  contrary,  when  uni- 
verfal  conqueft  had  introduced  corruption, 
luxury,  and  effeminacy,  how  often  have 
their  degenerate  fons  waited  in  fearful  fuf- 
pence  the  approach  of  the  northern  world, 
marching  by  the  fanfie  rout  to  the  plunder 
of  the  capital  ?  Every  hill,  fronn  its  vici- 
nity, feeined  to  indicate,  that  on  its  funnmic 
had  been  ftationed  horfemen  to  watch  the 
progrefs  of  the  Barbarian  invaders,  in- 
creafing  by  their  report  the  panick  of  the 
defencelefs  city.  With  thefe,  and  many 
other  refle6lions  of  the  fame  nature,  did 
we  amufe  ourfelves,  when  looking  forward, 
at  length  the  gilded  crofs  of  St.  Peter 
(v^hich  from  the  fun's  radiance  Ihone  with 
ail  the  luftre  of  a  meteor)  appeared.  The 
nearer  we  came  to  Rome,  the  more  our 
attention  was  engaged  with  the  furrounding 
objects,  and  every  thing  pleafed  us;  though 
on  fober  refiedion,  I  believe,  our  imagi- 
nations more  than  once  raifed  buildings 
Vol.  I.  Y  that 
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that  never  had  exifted,  and  converted  the 
rennains  of  a  cottage  into  the  ruins  of  a 
temple — a  trifiing  fault,  if  attributed  to  no 
fmall  (lock  of  cnthufiarm.  On  pafTing  the 
Ponte-mola,  or  Fons-milvius,  we  looked 
down  upon  the  fame  Tyber  that  Conftantine 
faw,  when  he  purfued  Maxentius  over  this 
bridge,  and  in  a  few  minutes  entered  Rome 
by  the  Flaminian  gate,  now  called  II  Porto 
del  Popolo, 

The  modern   city,  which   (lands  on   the 
Campus  Martius,  &c.   is  thirteen  miles   in 
circumference,     and    fuppofed    to    contain 
i6o>coo  inhabitants.     To  facilitate  the  at- 
tempt of  giving  you  a  curfory  defcription  of 
it,  and  the  remains  of  ancient  Rome,  I  have 
arranged    the    many    fubjeds    which    have 
principally  engaged  our  attention,  and  fhalL 
prefent  them  to  you   in  the  fame  order  as 
they    appeared    to    us.      We    began    witli 
things  of  modern  date  ;   but  to  confefs  the 
truth,   though   thefe  were  incxprefiibly  in* 
terefting,  we  could  not  withftand  the  temp- 
tation of  our   vicinity  to  the  feven   hills> 
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but  occaGonally  wandered  among  their 
auguft  and  venerable  ruins.  I  think  no 
city  in  its  general  appearance  can  unite 
more  magnificence  and  poverty  than  this^ 
as  adjoining  the  mod  fuperb  palaces,  we 
fee  the  meaneft  habitations ;  and  temples, 
the  boafted  ornaments  of  antiquity,  choked 
up  by  fheds  and  cottages.  From  the  draw- 
ings I  had  feen  of  this  place,  I  expeded  to 
find  the  ftreets  at  lead  as  broad  as  in  Lon- 
don, but  was  difappointed.  II  Corfo,  the 
principal  and  mod  admired,  is  little  more 
fo  than  St.  Martin's  lane;  but  this  mode 
of  building  their  (treets  fo  narrow,  is  done 
with  the  view  of  intercepting,  as  much  as 
polTible,  the  fun's  heat  j  it  is  a  cuftom 
tranfmittcd  from  the  ancient  Romans,  and 
I  believe  (even  in  defpite  of  fuch  autho- 
rity as  Homer  to  the  contrary)  that  the 
Greeks  and  all  the  fouthern  nations  adopted 
it»  as  the  confequent  of  neceflity,  not  choice. 
The  fquarcs  are  neither  numerous,  nor  well- 
built,  but  the  public  fountains  have  great 
beauty  and  grandeur;  the  mod  remarkable  are 
thofc  of  NavQnna,Pauli,Trevi,  and  St. Peter's. 

Y  2  The 
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The  fuperb  bafilick  of  St.  Peter's  is  the 
largefl;  building  that  ever  exifted  ;  as  neither 
the  tennple  of  Jerufalem,  nor  thofe  of  Ephe- 
fus,  Eleufis,  or  of  Olynnpian  Jupiter  at 
Athens,  could  (from  what  hiftory  has  re- 
corded of  them)  be  ranked  with  it  in  this 
refped:. 

The  fernicircular  colonnades  that  inclofe 
its  fpacious  court :  the  Egyptian  obelifk  in 
the  center  brought  from  Heliopolis  to 
Rome  by  Caligula :  and  the  before-men- 
tioned fountains  on  each  fide,  which  con- 
tinually throw  up  columns  of  water  fufH- 
cient  to  fill  the  bed  of  a  fmall  river,  are  the 
grandeft  objects  of  the  kind  I  ever  beheld. 
The  front  of  this  edifice  is  generally  thought 
lefs  noble  than  that  of  St.  Paul's  in  London, 
which  was  built  in  imitation  of  St.  Peter's, 
and  indeed  I  am  of  this  opinion  ;  but  when 
1  view  the  whole  crowned  with  its  majeftic 
dome  617  feet  in  circumference,  I  am  fo 
convinced  of  its  general  fuperiority,  that 
1  would  not  derogate  from  St.  Paul's,  by 
an  injudicious  comparifon  of  their,  appear- 
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ance.  The  pediment  of  the  portico  is  fup^ 
ported  by  twelve  columns,  over  which  is 
an  open  gallery,  where  the  Pope  in  paflion 
week  pronounces,  during  a  (hort  and  awful 
interval  of  filence  from  the  din  of  cannon, 
bells,  drums,  and  mufical  inflrumcnts,  his 
folemn  benedidion  to  the  multitude  before 
him.  Though  we  gazed  with  fingular  afto- 
nifhment  and  delight  on  the  exterior  of  this 
augufl:  temple,  yet  we  were,  if  pofTible, 
more  charmed  with  its  infide.  In  its  dif- 
ferent parts,  though  of  immenfe  magnitude, 
the  mod  exa<5t  proportion  is  oblerved.  The 
form  is  that  of  a  right-angled  crofs,  on  the 
interfedlion  of  which,  and  immediately  un- 
der the  dome,  (lands  the  high  altar,  covered 
"with  a  fuperb  baldachin,  or  canopy  of 
bronze,  which  is  fupported  by  four  twifted 
pillars  of  the  fame  metal.  This,  though 
ninety  feet  in  height,  feems  low,  from  the 
very  fuperior  elevation  of  the  roof  ^  before 
it  is  the  defcent  to  the  facred  grottos,  or 
ground- work  of  the  old  church.  There,  ia 
long  and  gloomy  alleys,  they  fhewed  us  by 
torch-light   the    tombs  of  former  Popes; 

Y  3  bus 
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but  thefe  caverns  were  fo  little  interefting, 
that  I  believe  we  (hall  not  nnake  them  a 
fecond  vifit,  and  yet  I  received  fome  plea- 
furc  in  contemplating  an  urn  of  oriental 
granate,  that  holds  the  afhes  of  Adrian 
the  IVth,  hecauje  he  was  an  Englijhman^ 
and  the  only  one  that  ever  afcended  the 
apoftoiical  throne.  His  name  was  Nicholas 
Brakefpcar,  of  Langley  in  Hertfordfhire, 
He  was  eledted  Pope  in  1154,  the  fartie 
year  as  Henry  the  lid.  was  crowned  king  df 
England. 

The  paintings  of  St.  Peter's  are  not  (as 
we  expelled)  of  the  firfl:  clafsj  but  to  fup- 
ply  the  defedl,  they  have  put  up  copies  of 
the  bed  in  Mofaic — an  art  brought  to  per- 
fe6lion  at  Rome,  as  the  pictures  from  Ra- 
phael's transfiguration,  and  the  archangel 
Michael  of  Guide,  fully  prove.  There  are 
here  confeflionary  boxes,  wherein  the  priefts 
of,  I  believe,  every  nation  in  Europe,  attend 
daily  at  a  certain  hour,  to  hear  and  abfolve 
all  comers.  The  language  of  each  box  is 
written  over  it  in  Italian,  as  Pelia  Lingua 

Tedcfca, 
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Tcdefca,    Spagnuola,    Inglefc,   &c.      The 
monuments  too    are  rennarkable   for   their 
<jefigns  and   fculpture.     Among  many  we 
particularly  noticed  that  of  Chriftina  queen 
of  Sweden  (on  which  is  reprefented  in  bas 
relief  her  abjuration  of  the  Proteftant  reli- 
gion)  and   another  of   Maria   Clementina 
Sobiefki,  mother  of  the  prefent  pretender. 
The  epitaph  calls  her  Regina  di  Inghilterra* 
But  the   mod  extraordinary  objed  in  this 
place   is  a  brazen  image  of  St.  Peter  in  a 
fitting  attitude,    being  an  idol  of  general 
veneration.     The   Pope  worfliips  it  every 
day  between  twelve  and  one.     I  have  often 
been   a  fpedlator  of    this   moft   ridiculous 
ceremony.     He  enters  the  church,  attended 
by  certain  officers  of  his    houfehold,   and, 
having   crofled    himfelf   v^ith    holy   water, 
walks  up  to  the  ftatue,  where  in  fupplianC 
pofture  he  repeats  a  prayer,   then  putting 
his  bare  head  under  the  foot  which  projects 
over  the  pedeftal,  prays  again   to  his  me- 
tallic divinity  ;  this  done,   he  kifies  the  toe, 
and  departs,  blefling  the  people  who  kneel 
around  him.    I  of  courie  fuppofed  that  this 

Y  4  miracle- 
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miracle-working  image  was  a  celeftial  gift, 
but  to  my  utter  aftoniOiment  karnt,  that 
the  compofuion  was,  before  it  received  its 
fafcinating  form,  part  of  the  well  known 
ftatue  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus — — would  it 
had  ever  been  fo  ! 

I  am  fo  enraptured  with  this  fuperb  build- 
ing, that  I  generally  vific  it  every  day;  the 
warmth  on  going  into  it  from  the  cold,  is 
one  of  the  mod  agreeable  fcnfations  I  ever 
experienced,  a  fenfation  that  I  (hould  fup- 
pofe  can  be  exceeded  only  by  its  cool  air, 
during  the  dog  days  of  an  Italian  fummer. 
1  concluded  that  this  change  was  occafioned 
by  artificial  heat,  but  am  informed  to  the 
contrary  :  however,  I  do  not  give  this  in- 
telligence the  mofl:  implicit  credence. 

When  we  had  feen  and  refeen  every  thing 
that  the  aifles  and  chapels  contained,  we 
afcended  to  the  top,  though  not  without 
fome  difficulty  and  danger.  There  we  had 
(as  you  will  imagine)  the  fined  birdVeye 
view  in  the  world,  the  height  from  its  court 

being 
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being  471  feet.  In  defcending  we  vifited 
the  whifpering  gallery,  and  a  variety  of 
other  places  into  which  our  guides  con- 
dudted  us. 

The  next  church  I  fhall  notice  is  St. 
John  di  Lateran,  fo  called  from  (landing 
on  the  fcite  of  a  palace  that  belonged  to 
the  Laterani,  an  old  Roman  family  j  one 
of  whom,  Plautius,  was  put  to  death  by 
Nero  for  a  fuppofed  confpiracy  againft  him. 
In  324  the  emperor  Conftantine  erefled  a 
church  and  palace  here,  and  is  reported 
(though  with  as  much  truth  I  fuppofe,  as 
there  is  in  the  aflertion  of  St.  Peter  havino* 
refided  twenty-three  years  at  Rome)  to  have 
received  baptifm  in  it  from  the  hands  of 
St,  Silvefter.  By  this  circumftance,  whether 
real  or  fiditious,  St.  John  di  Lateran  ranks 
as  firft  of  the  Latin  churches.  The  Pope, 
foon  after  his  eleclion,  takes  perfonal  pof« 
fefTion  of  it,  as  the  cathedral  of  Rome.  It 
is   ftiled   *  Ecclefiarum,    Urbis   et   Orbis, 

*  The  Mother  ani  Head  of  Churches  of  the  City  and 
World, 
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Mater  et  Caput,  and  htld  in  fingular  vene- 
ration. In  the  fquare  or  place  before  it,  is 
■raifed  the  largeft  of  the  Egyptian  obelifks 
in  this  city.  It  is  one  entire  piece  of  red 
granate  full  of  hieroglyphics,  and  fuppofed 
to  have  been  placed  in  a  temple  of  the  fun 
at  Thebes  1577  years  antecedent  to  the 
Chriftian  «ra  by  Ramefes-Miamun,  who, 
according  to  archbilbop  Ufher,  was  the 
Pharaoh  of  Scripture.  By  the  orders  of 
Conflantine  and  his  fon  Conftantius,  it  was 
•with  extreme  difficulty  brought  from  Egypt 
to  Rome,  and  ereded  in  the  Circus  maxi- 
mus,  whence  it  was  removed  by  that  great 
man  Pope  Sixtiis  the  Vth  to  its  prefent 
fituation.  It  meafures  without  the  bafe  115 
feet,  but  was  confiderably  higher]  of  fuch 
niao-nicude  indeed,  that  AuguRus  defar 
thought  it  impoGible  to  tranfport  it  to 
Rome  *• 


The  columns,  fonts,  and  part  of  the 
wavement  in  this  church,  are  of  the  moft 
rare  and  precious   marbles.     The   altar  is 

*  See  Pliny,  Lib.  36.  Cap,  8,  9. 
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covered  with  a  canopy  of  gilded  bronze, 
fupported  by  four  channelled  columns  of 
the  fame  metal,  taken,  alas,  from  the 
temple  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus.  Its  trea- 
fures  were  very  confiderable,  but  are  now 
no  more,  yet  there  is  ftill  what  is  infinitely 
more  valued  than  the  largeft  malTcs  of  gold 
and  filver,  namely,  a  collection  of  the  mod 
wonderful  relics.  As  they  were  repeated 
to  us,  I  took  the  liberty  of  infcribing  them 
in  my  pocket-book,  and  thefe  are  the  moft 
remarkable. 

"  The  (laircafe  of  Pontius  Pilate's  palace, 
by  which  our  Saviour  afcended  to  the  judg- 
ment hall." 

"  The  table  on  which  he  ate  the  laft 
fupper  with  his  difciplcs." 

**  A  tooth  (I  believe  a  jaw  tooth)  of 
St.  Peter." 

*'  The  fkuU  of  a  certain  Saint  Pancratius, 
who  fweatcd  blood  three  days  and  three 
nights  during  the  burning  of  this  church, 
when  fet  on  fire  by  hercticks." 

"  A  gown 
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*'  A  gown  of  the  Virgin  Mary." 

"  A  cloak  of  our  Saviour.'* 

"  The  napkin  with  which  he  wiped  the 
apoftles  feet."  ' 

"  The  purple  garment,  in  which  the  Jews 
cloathed  hirn  before  his  crucifixion." 

"  A  large  piece  of  the  true  crofs,  and  as 
many  more  of  thefe  rarities  as  would  fill  a 
ftorehoufe." 

The  original  palace  adjoining  the  church 
was  the  pontifical  refidence,  till  the  removal 
of  the  fee  to  Avignon  in  1305,  but  is  now 
never  occupied  as  fuch. 

The  other  churches  molt  deferving  of 
attention  are,  the  Santa  Maria  Maggiore, 
and  Santa  Maria  degli  Angeli.  The  latter 
belongs  to  a  Carthufian  monadery,  and  is 
built  where  the  celebrated  baths  of  Dio- 
clefian  ftood,  in  form  of  a  Greek  crofs, 
defigned  by  Michael  Angelo  Buonarotti. 
If  1  exclude  St.  Peter's,  there  is  no  church 
in  Rome  that  pleafes  me  fo  much  as  this. 

It 
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It  is  not,  as  they  generally  are,  gorgeous 
from  a  profufion  of  paintings,  velvet  hang- 
ing, and  marbles  i  but  the  plan  and  noble 
fimplicicy  of  its  architedure  charms  me 
beyond  expreffion,  and  makes  me  ofcen 
revifit  its  filent  walls.  Here  let  me  con- 
clude the  article  of  churches  ;  for  to  pro- 
ceed would  be  an  endlefs  labour,  there 
being  from  three  to  four  hundred  at  Rome, 
many  of  which  we  have  vifued  with  plea- 
fure. 

And  now  I  (hall  introduce  you  to  the 
Vatican,  the  largeft  palace  in  Chriftendom, 
faid  to  contain  13,000  chambers  and  clofets. 
It  (lands  clofe  to  St.  Peter's,  the  perfpedive 
of  which  (I  fhould  have  before  obferved) 
lofes  much  of  its  effetft  by  their  jundion, 
as  the  exterior  of  the  Vatican  but  ill  accords 
with  the'  grand  and  regular  appearance  of 
the  church,  being  an  imm.enfe  pile  of  build- 
ing without  order,  raifed  by  difFerenc  archi- 
tects, and  at  different  times.  The  princi- 
pal entrance  is  from  the  court  of  St.  Peter's, 
up  a  noble  ftaircafe,  guarded  by  Swifs  fol- 

^  diers^ 
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diers,  who,  like  the  beef  eaters  of  England^ 
retain  their  ancient  drefs,    which  is  of  An- 
gular appearance.     Near  the  landing-place 
is  a  chapel  built  from  a  dcfign  of  Baccio 
Fintelli,  by  Pope  Sixtus  the  IVth,  in  i473> 
from  whom  it  was  called  La  Capella  Seftina^ 
it  is  remarkable  for  a  famous  pidurc   by 
Buonarotti,    that  occupies  one  end   of  it, 
reprefenting  the  laft  judgment.    There  pro- 
bably never  was  fuch  a  production  of  origi- 
nal and  extravagant  genius  as  this  paintings 
the  defign,  various  groups  of  figures,  atti- 
tudes, anatomy,   exprelTion,   and    deep   co- 
louring  of    the    whole,    are   inconceivably 
ftriking.     The   eye  is  weary  in  examining 
this   fingular  work ;  it   therefore  raifes  my 
wonder,   that   Michael   Angelo   could   per- 
fcvcre  to   the  completion  of  it ;  for  genius 
is  generally  impatient,  and  unable  to  dwell 
long  upon  the  fame  fubjefl. 

The  library  of  this  palace  is  foppofed  to 
contain  the  mofl  numerous  and  valuable 
colleflion  of  books,  &c.  in  the  world.  On 
going  into  it,  we  looked  up  an  immenfe 

room. 
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room,  which  had  little  the  appearance  of 
what  it   is,  the  volumes   being  (hut  up  in 
armories.    It  is  faid  to  contain  120,000  in 
printed  and  manufcripti  but   this  alTertion 
I  difbelieve.     We  found  many  of  them  rare 
and  curious,    particularly  two  bibles,    one 
of  the  fixth  century  j  and  another  remark- 
ably large,  which  had  belonged  to  the  dukes 
d*Urbino,   of   whom    the  Jews   at  Venice 
would  have   bought    it   for   its  weight    in 
gold  :  the  work  of  Henry  the  Vlllth  on  the 
feven  facraments,    and  his  original    letters 
to  Anne  Bolleyn  :    feveral    literal    compo- 
fitions  on  Papyrus,  &c.  &:c.    There  are  alfo 
Etrufcan  vafes,  gems,  medals,  bronzes^,  and 
a  variety  of  other  curiofities.     I    was  fur- 
prized  to  find   no   other   people  than    the 
librarians  here,  efpecially  as  it  is  open  every 
morning  in  the   week  (Sundays  and  holy- 
days  excepted)  for  all  who  wifh  to  read  or 
tranfcribe. 

The  next  thing  I  (hall  mention  to  you  is 
what  I  moft  admire  and  mod  lament — the 
mouldering    frefco-paintings    of   Raphael. 

In 
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In  the  principal  court-yard  of  the  vaticaa 
are  three  galleries,  one  above  another  ^  in 
the  lowed  of  which  the  conclaves  are  held. 
Their  cielings  are  painted  from  the  defigns 
of  this  unequalled  mailer,   and  fome  parts 
he  painted  himfelf.     From  the  fecond  we 
entered    a   fuite   of  apartments,    three   of 
which  were  for  the  mojt  'part  done  by  him, 
and  one  entirely ;  wherein  we  faw  his  fchool 
of  Athens ;  which,  though  in  decay,  is  ftill 
the  bed  pifture  in  the  world.— Do  you  re- 
colle6t  my  mention  of  its  cartoon   in   the 
Boromean  mufeum  at  Milan  ?    1  have  often, 
on  viewing  the  works  of  thefe  great  painters, 
lamented,  that  their  genius  (hould,  from  the 
narrow  and  bigot  temper  of  their  own  times, 
be  entirely  confined  to  religious  fubjefls,  and 
wiftied  much  to  fee  the  illuftrious  adlions^of 
antiquity  reprefented  by  their  pencils.    The 
fchool  of  Athens,  in  great  meafure,  falls  un- 
der this  idea  ;  for  although  Raphael,  without 
any  regard  to  time  or  place,  has  here  intro- 
duced philofophers,  &c.  who  lived  in  dif- 
ferent centuries  and  countries,  yet,  the  fub- 
k£t  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  as  intereft- 


mg 


LETTER    XVII.        337 

Ing  as  can  be  chofen.  The  fcene  is  in  a 
portico  at  Athens;  up  a  few  fteps,  in  the 
center  of  which  are  two  of  the  mod  vene- 
rable and  majeftic  figures  I  ever  faw,  in- 
tended for  Plato  and  Ariftotle,  who  are 
reafoning  before  their  refpedlive  difciples, 
ranged  on  each  fide  of  them,  and  liftening 
with  all  the  attention  and  wonder  that  fuch 
profound  wifdom  and  eloquence  would 
naturally  create.  Near  this  group  are  So- 
crates and  Alcibiades ;  the  former  feems  to 
be  winding  up  his  arguments  to  a  conclu- 
fion,  and  the  latter  charmed  and  convinced 
by  their  fimplicity  and  truth.  Sitting  on 
the  fteps,  and  alone,  is  the  Cynic  Diogenes, 
intent  upon  a  book  before  him  ;  and  befides 
thefe,  we  difcover  Periander,  Pythagoras, 
Zoroafter,  Empedocles,  and  many  other 
great  men,  all  in  employments  or  attitudes 
defcriptive  of  what  they  profefTed  and 
taught.  As  difciples,  Raphael  has  repre- 
fented  Ferdinand  the  lid,  duke  of  Milan, 
and  Francis  di  Rovere  duke  d'Urbino,  to- 
gether with  his  mafter  Pietro  Perugino,  and 
himfelf.  In  his  face,  though  fimple,  I  per- 
VoL,  I.  Z  ccived 
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ceived  traits  of  that  divine  genius  wfiiefl 
hepofTefTed.  Day  after  day  have  I  exannined 
this  pidure,  and  tried  to  difcover  fonne 
defective  part,  but  in  vain,  every  thing  I 
fee  in  it  convinces  me  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  was  ever  fuperior,  nor  I  believe  equal, 
fince  the  age  of  Pericles.  I  ihall  conclude 
this  letter  with  the  Clementine  mufeum,  a 
colledion  of  the  mioft  exquifite  fculpture  in 
the  world,  begun  by  the  great  and  good 
Ganganelli,  from  whofe  aflumed  name  of 
Clement  it  was  called.  It  ftands  at  the 
extremity  of  a  corridor,  from  five  to  fix 
hundred  paces  in  length,  and  near  that  part 
of  the  Vatican  called  11  Belvedere,  from  its 
rich  and  extenfive  view  over  Rome,  the 
Tyber,  and  the  furrounding  country.  On 
entering  it,  the  firft  objed  that  prefented 
itfelf  was  a  tomb  of  Pub.  Cn.  Scipio,  found 
in  the  monument  of  that  illudrious  family 
lately  difcovered  near  Rome.  The  cha- 
radlcrs  on  it  are  extremely  rude — a  ftrong 
proof  of  the  little  progrefs' refinement  had 
made  among  the  Romans  at  that  time. 
Ne^  it  is  a  famous   trunk  of  Hercules, 

called 
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Called  II  torfo ;  which,  when  whole,  muft 
have  been  a  ftatue  of  the  firft  clafs,  as  the 
body  is  one  of  the  fined  pieces  of  fculpture 
I  ever  faw,  but  the  Laocoon  and  Apollo 
prevented  our  examining  thefe,  and  many 
other  ftatues  of  the  colledion  as  much  as 
we  wifned  ;  having  the  fame  efFed  on  us, 
as  the  magnet  on  the  needle.  The  firft 
Michael  Angelo  calls  a  prodigy  of  art,  and 
fo  indeed  it  is.  Pliny  too  fpeaks  of  it  as 
wonderful  *,  But  what  muft  the  Apollo 
be?  If  feme  convent  had  got  pofTefiion  of 
this  ftatue  when  firft  difcovered,  and  de- 
clared it  to  have  fallen  from  heaven  into 
their  church,  the  declaration  would  be 
received  with  more  faith  than  the  many 
falfehoods  of  this  nature,  which  are  told 
of  their  worm-eaten  images,  as  the  per- 
fection of  the  fculpture  would  give  an  air 
of  probability  to  the  aflertion.  I  afiure 
you  that  fince  I  have  feen  it,  my  ideas  of 

*  He  fays  it  was  formed  out  of  one  ftone  by  Agefander, 
Polydorus  and  Athenodorus, — Rhodlans. 

See  his  defcription  of  It  in  the  5th  Chap,  of  his.thirty- 
fixth  book  of  Natural  Hiftory. 

Z  2  man 
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•  ttian  have  been  confiderably  ralfed,  to  Rni 
him  capable  of  reaching  fuch  excellence 
in  the  art  of  imitation,  or  I  Ihould  rather 
fay  in  forming  a  marble  image  that  far  ex- 
ceeds any  thing  human.  I  am  fure  the 
ftatues  of  Prometheus  were  never  more  cal- 
culated to  excite  the  jealoufy  and  refent* 
ment  of  Jupiter  than  this,  as  it  really 
appears  to  be  a  work  beyond  the  reach  of 
art — fomething  divine.  The  deity  is  (as 
I  think)  reprefented  in  aft  of  flaying  the 
Cyclops  with  his  arrows.  The  attitude, 
proportion,  (tature,  and  countenance,  (in 
the  lad  of  which  appear  extreme  manly 
beauty,  dignity,  refentment,  contempt,  and 
triumph)  are  fo  rendered,  as  not  only  to 
defy  the  flighteft  objedlion  of  criticifm,  but 
that  even  all  the  united  powers  of  con- 
ception and  art  could  not  give  it  any  ad- 
ditional beauty.  After  this  ftatue  and  the 
Laocoon  are  the  Meleager,  Antinous,  and 
Cleopatra,  which  you  would  idolize  in  Eng- 
land, befides  bufts  of  Jupiter,  Homer,  &c. 
and  little  images  of  birds  and^beafts  finifhed 
to'perfedion. 

Sucli 
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Such  is  the  Vatican,  which  contains  the 
bed  fculpture,  the  beft  paintings,  and  the 
bt^  library  in  the  world  j  to  which  if  you 
add  its  fituation,  comnnand  of  profped,  and 
St.  Peter's  church,  will  you  not,  when  all 
thefe,  with  niany  fecondary  iten^s  are  con- 
lidered,  allow  that  few  places  can  be  equally 
interefting  to  a  liberal  mind  ?  but  this  is  an 
xinnecefTary  queftion  to  one  who  is  fo 
fully  in  poflfeflion  of  that  blefling. 

So  adieUii 
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Rome,  Dec.  8th,  1787. 

XJ^'E  have  feen  fo  many  palaces  fince  I 
laft  wrote  to  you,  that  1  find  it  as 
impradicable  to  enter  on  their  feparate 
defcription,  as  it  was  to  fend  you  a  detail 
of  the  fcveral  churches  in  this  ci^y.  How- 
ever, it  will  be  necefTary  to  make  fome 
inention  of  them,  becaufe  they  are  in  every 
refpedt  the  moft  magnificent  and  interefiing 
in  the  world.  The  firft  we  vifued  after 
the  Vatican,  was  that  of  II  Monte  Cavallo, 
which  the  Pope  makes  his  fummer  refidence. 
It  ftands  on  the  Mons  Quirinus,  one  of  the 
moft  elevated  fpots  in  Rome,  and  confe- 
quently  lefs  within  the  reach  of  the  noxious 
vapours,  which  exhale,  in  that  fealbn,  from 
the  marfhes  and  flats  of  the  environs. 
Though  not  half  as  roomy  as  the  Vatican, 
the  apartments  are  very  numerous  and  well- 
proportioned  ;  but  in  their  furniture  we 
were  difappointed,  if  I  except  the  pidures, 
of  which  there  is  a  very  noble  colledion. 

Many 
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Many  of  them  were  put  there  by  the  pre- 
fcnt  pontiff,  who  is  a  dilettante  of  the  firft: 
order.  Before  the  palace  is  a  large  fquare, 
in  which  are  the  two  celebrated  Colofleaa 
horfes  and  their  managers  in  white  marble, 
each  fuppofed  to  be  a  reprefentativc  of 
Alexander  and  Bucephalus,  done  by  Phidias 
and  Praxiteles  in  emulation  of  each  other  j 
but  unfortunately  for  this  conjedlure  Phidias 
lived  near  a  century  antecedent  to  the  time 
of  Alexander  and  Praxiteles.  I  am  rather 
inclined  to  think  them  the  work  of  the  fame 
artift,  who,  whether  either  of  the  above 
named,  or  any  other,  merits  infinite  praiie 
for  their  bold  defign  and  beauty  of  execu- 
tion. They  were  brought  from  Greece  by 
Conflantine,  and  put  in  his  baths,  whence 
they  were  removed  to  this  place  by  Pope 
Sixtus  the  Vth,  and  raifed  on  two  lofty 
pedeftals  under  the  diredion  of  the  archi- 
tedl  Fontana.  Their  forged  infcriptions. 
Opus  Phidi^,  and  Opus  Praxicelis,  have 
propagated  the  error  of  their  origin  ;  In 
another  j)lace  we  read 

Z  4  Sixtu& 
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Sixtus  V.   PONT.  MAX. 
Colofsea  haec   figna,    temporis  vi  defor- 
mata  refticuit  veccribufque  rcpcfitis  inlcrip- 
tionibus,  e  proximis  Conftantineanis  Ther- 
mis,  in  cfuirinalem  aream  tranftulit. 

An.  Sal.  MDLXXXIX*. 

Near  this  is  the  palace  Rofpigliofi,  which 
contains  many  valuable   pidures,    but  the 
mod  remarkable  is  the  Aurora*  of  Guido, 
painted  on  the  cieling  of  a  fummer-houfe. 
It  reprefents  the  god  of  day  guiding  the 
chariot  of  the  fun  up  the  afcent  of  heaven, 
drawn  by  four  celeftial  horfes  abreafl,  pre- 
ceded by  Cupid  and  Aurora,  and  attended 
on  each  fide  by  the  happy  hours,  reprefented 
as  beautiful  nymphs,  whofe   hands   grace- 
fully  linked  together    are    emblematic    of 
the  uninterrupted  lapfe  of  time.    The  whole 
is  fo  wonderfully  conceived,  grouped,  and 

•  The  Sovereign  Pontiff  Sixtas  Vth. 
Keftored  thefe  CoIciTean  ftatues  icjured  by  time,  and  having 
renewed  their  ancient  infcriptions,  removed  them  from  the 
jdjoining  Thermae  of  Conftantlne,  to  the  quinBal  fquare. 
In  the  year  of  grace  1589. 

finifhed. 
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finlfhed,  as  to  feem  aflually  mounting  on 
the  clouds.     The    fame   fubjedt    has   been 
painted  in  a  villa  near  Rome  by  Guercino, 
but  the  pidlure  is  very  inferior  to  this.    The 
palace  Farnese  and  Villa  Medici  have  been 
ftripped  of  their  invaluable  colledtions  by 
the  king  of  Naples  and  the  grand  duke  of 
Tufcany,  to  whom  they  devolved  by  fuc- 
ceflion,  but   the  lofs    is  fcarcely  perceived 
in  a  city  fo  opulent  in  every  production  of 
the  liberal  arts  as  Rome.    The  fuperb  houfes 
of   Colonna,    Doria,    Borghefe,  Juftiniani, 
Mattel,  Barbarini,  Spada,  and  many  others, 
are  full  of  the  mofl:  exquifite  fculpture  and 
painting,    befides  collections  of   intaglios, 
cameos,    bronzes,  medals,    &c.    &c.   info- 
much,  that  a  houfe,  even  of  the  fecond  order 
here,    is  more  deferving  of  regard  in  this 
refpedt,  than  the  fplendid  caftle  of  Verfailles. 
The  firft  of  thefe  is  fuppofed  to  contain  the 
beft  private  gallery  of  pictures  in  the  world, 
though  I  muft  fay  I   prefer  that  of  Doria, 
As  you  exprefs  a  wifh  to  know  the  paint- 
ings which  pleafe  me  mofl,  I  fhall  obferve, 
that  in  the  Altieri  palace  arc  two  landikips 

by 
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by  Claude,  the  mod  charming  imitation  of 
rural  nature  I  ever  faw.  In  one,  this  great 
artift  has  introduced  the  landing  of  ^neas 
in  Italy,  and  in  the  other  a  paftoral  facrifice. 
If  fuch  hiftorical  fcenes  were  always  repre- 
fented  in  landikip  painting,  how  much 
more  interefling  would  they  make  the  pic- 
tures, than  what  they  generally  are  ?  They 
would  be  (if  well  done)  like  the  poetry 
of  Milton  fet  to  the  mufick  of  Handel. 
Among  thofe  of  the  prince  Borghefe,  I  moft 
admired  a  Macchiavel  and  Csefar  Borgia 
by  Titian  ;  the  Lad  Supper  by  Caravaggio  : 
and  a  portrait  of  the  fame  Borgia  by 
Raphael.  In  the  palace  Juftiniani,  Chrifl: 
before  Pilate,  by  Hundtorll,  here  called 
Gerardo  delleNotte,  from  his  pidlures  being 
generally  night-fcenes.  In  the  Mattei  coU 
ledtion  a  St.  Peter  half  length,  by  Guido : 
Judas  betraying  Chrift,  by  Gerardo  delle 
Notte,  and  the  woman  taken  in  adultery 
brought  before  our  Saviour,  by  Pietro  da 
Cortona.  Thefe,  and  at  lead  twenty  more 
in  the  different  galleries,  &c.  are  inexprcfTibly 
ftriking,    and  confequently    have  engaged 

much 
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much  of  our  attention.  In  the  Spada  palace  is 
theColoflean  ftatue  of  Pompey,  under  which 
Casfar  fell  when  (lain  by  the  confpirators— 

*'   Even  at  the  bafe  of  Pompey's  ftatue, 
*'  Which  all  the  while  ran  blood." 

The  prince  Borghefe  is  the  nnofl:  opulent 
of  the  Roman  nobility ;  exclufive  of  his 
magnificent  palace  he  has  a  villa  near  the 
city,  the  contents  of  which  are  invaluable. 
It  was  built  by  the  cardinal  Scipio,  nephew 
of  Paul  the  Vth,  the  founder  of  the  family, 
and  is  furrounded  by  pleafure  grounds  three 
miles  in  circumference.  The  front  is  or- 
namented, or,  I  would  rather  fay,  crowded 
"with  baffo  and  alto  relievos'  of  Grecian 
fculpture.  As  I  fhould  tire  both  you  and 
myfelf,  were  I  to  go  into  a  defcription  of 
the  ftatues  we  faw  there,  I  fhall  only  obfervc 
that  a  Curtius  plunging  on  horfeback  into 
the  gulph  in  alto  relievo  :  a  foldier  (and 
not  I  think,  as  fome  fuppofe,  a  gladiator) 
rulhing  forward  to  the  onfet  of  battle  :  a 
Silenus  holding  the  infant  Bacchus  in  his 
arms :  an  hermaphrodite,  and  a  dying  Se- 
neca^ 
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neca,  are  in  my  opinion  only  inferior  to  the 
Apollo,  the  Venus  di  Medici,  and  the 
Laocoon.  Nor  is  the  villa  Albani  lefs  re- 
markable than  this.  The  colledion  of  fculp- 
ture,  &c.  is  indeed  larger,  but  I  think  not  fo 
interefting.  It  was  begun  and  completed 
by  the  cardinal  Alexander  Albani,  a  man 
of  fingular  tafte,  and  arranged  by  that  firft 
of  antiquarians  Winkelman.  On  feeing  it 
we  lamented  that  fo  many  wonders  were 
affembled  in  the  fame  place,  and  wilhed 
there  had  been  lefs  to  examine.  The  for- 
mer  of  thefe  villas  is  under  the  diredion  of 
Mr.  Moore,  an  Englifh  painter,  whofe 
pidure  (you  may  remember)  pleafed  me 
fo  much  in  the  gallery  of  Florence;  and 
he  feems  to  have  fet  out  every  thing  to  the 
oreateft  advantage,  but  unfortunately  the 
prince,  who  has  not  the  lead  judgment  in 
things  of  this  nature,  frequently  interferes, 
and  introduces  what  he  confiders  amend« 
ments  to  the  colledlion,  but  which  in  reality 
are  only  proofs  of  his  utter  want  of  tafte. 
As  an  inftance  of  this,  in  the  center  of  one 
of  the  apartments  is  a  piece  of  fculpture 
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by  Bernini,  reprefenting  Apollo  and  Daphne 
at  the  moment  that  he  reaches  her,  and  fbc 
is  metamorphofed  into  a  laurel.  In  the 
fame  room  is  a  landfkip  done  by  Mr. 
Moore,  in  which  the  prince  thought  ic 
would  be  very  clever  to  introduce  an  imi- 
tation of  this  fculpture.  Moore  (as  1  hear) 
not  only  expoftulated  with  him  on  the 
glaring  abfurdity  of  luch  an  idea,  but  ab- 
folutely  rcfufed  to  comply  with  his  requeft. 
This,  however,  did  not  prevent  the  exe- 
cution of  his  defign  ;  for  he  employed  a 
miferable  dawber,  who  has  inferred  the 
Apollo  and  Daphne,  and  ruined  the  land- 
fkip. Exclufive  of  thefe  are  feveral  other 
villas,  which  we  have  fcen  -,  but  I  fhali 
pafs  them  over  in  filence,  as  I  apprehend  I 
have  already  been  rather  tedious  upon  the 
fubjedt. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Tyber,  and  on  the 
fame  fide  of  it  as  St.  Peter's,  is  the  caflle 
of  St.  Angelo,  built  on  the  ff^undation  o^ 
the  emperor  Adrian's  maufoleum^  which 
was  once  fo  remarkable  for  its  columns,  its 

flatues. 
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ftatues,  and  its  Parian  marble.  Now  there 
are  no  other  remains  of  its  grandeur  than 
a  ball  of  bronze  in  the  Vatican,  which 
crowned  its  cupola,  and  was  fuppofed  to 
inurn  the  afhes  of  its  Imperial  founder.  The 
prefent  building  was  firft  ufed  as  a  place  of 
defence  by  Boniface  the  IXth,  and  ftrength- 
ened  by  many  of  his  fucceiTors,  particularly 
by  Alexander  the  Vlth,  who  built  a  gallery 
of  communication  betv/een  it  and  the  Va- 
tican, for  his  perfonal  fafety.  It  aflumed 
the  name  of  St.  Angelo,  from  a  circum- 
ftance  which  you  may  either  rejefl  or  credit 
when  told.  In  the  pontificate  of  Gregory 
the  Ift,  ftyled  (I  know  not  why)  the  Great, 
that  is  about  the  year  600,  a  mod  deftruc- 
tive  peftilence  raged  at  Rome.  The  pope, 
the  cardinals,  and  all  the  clergy  had  long 
endeavoured  to  avert  the  calamity  by  prayer; 
but  fo  ineffedlually,  that  all  the  people  de- 
fpaired  of  relief,  and  refigned  themfelves 
to  fate.  At  this  crifis  an  angel  appeared 
with  a  naked  fword  on  the  top  of  the  caftle, 
and  there  fheathed  it,  as  an  indication  that  the 
plague  fnould  ceafe  from  that  moment,  and 
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foT  fuppofe  it  did  j  for  a  flatue  of  this  angel 

was  ercded  on  the  fame  place,  and  is  ftill  there 

to  perpetuate  the  mennoryof  the  miracle.  The 

caftle  of  St.  Angelo  is  ufed  as  a  (late  prifon. 

In  one  of  its  apartments  we  faw  the  armour 

of    the  celebrated    General   Bourbon,    who 

was  killed  in  fcaling  the  walls  of  Rome, 

A.   D.    1527,    and    weapons,    with    which 

feveral    remarkable  aflaffinations  had  been 

perpetrated.      I    took    up   a   flilletto,    and 

enquiring  into  the  hiflory  of  it,  was  told 

it  was  the  fame  that  the  young  and  beautiful 

Beatrice  Cenci  had  given    to   her  father's 

murderers.     As  you   probably    have  never 

heard  this  tale  of  horror,  I  will   relate  the 

particulars,  which  I  had  lately  the  curiofity 

to  colled.     It  happened  in  the  year  1598. 

The  father,  Francis  Cenci,  v.^as  defcended  of 

an  ilhiftrious  family,  and   one  of  the  mod 

opulent  noblemen  of  Rome,  but  of  a  dif- 

pofuion  fo  depraved,    that   human    nature 

Ihudders  at  the  recital  of  his  iniquity,  and 

fhrinks  from  the  refledion.     He  was  twice 

married  -,  by  his  firll:  wife  he  had  five  fons 

and  two  daughters.     The  fons  he  treated 

with 
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with  extreme  cruelty  5  and  the  elder  daugh* 
ter  he  would  have  debauched,  had  (he  not 
petitioned  the  Pope,  who  connpelled  hina 
to  bcftow  her  in  marriage.  Thus  difap- 
pointed  of  his  diabolical  defign  upon  her, 
he  determined  to  attempt  the  other,  before 
fVie  had  arrived  at  thofe  years,  in  which 
reafon  might  operate  as  an  impediment  to 
the  deed.  He  did  fo,  and  by  perfuading 
her  that  the  aftion  was  not  criminal,  un- 
happily fucceeded.  So  abandoned  was  this 
monfter  of  impiety,  that  he  frequently 
committed  the  inceft  in  his  wife's  prefence. 
By  her  the  daughter  was  made  fenfible  of 
her  criminality,  and  ever  after  refufed  to 
comply  with  his  requeft.  Her  father  then 
proceeded  to  exadt  by  beating  what  he  had 
before  obtained  by  fedu£tion.  The  un- 
happy Beatrice,  to  withdraw  herfelf  from 
his  brutality,  had  recourfe  to  the  fame  ex- 
pedient which  had  preferved  her  fifter's 
innocence,  and  prefented  a  remonftrance  to 
the  Pope — Clement  the  Vlllth  -,  but  had 
not  the  fame  fuccefs,  it  being  either  neg- 
lected or  forgotten.     In  this  helplefs  fltua- 

tion^ 
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tiori,  ftung  with  remorfe  for  the  abominable 
crime  fhe  had  committed^  and  continually 
Urged  to  a  repetition  of  it,  (he  could  devife 
no  other  means  of  avoiding  the  inCeftuous 
commerce,  than  by  taking  the  life  of  her 
feducer.  For  this  purpofe  fhe  entered  into 
a  confpiracy  with  her  ftep^mother,  her  elder 
brother  James,  and  a  certain  Monfignor 
Guerra,  a  dignitary  of  the  church,  and  hired  ' 
two  alTafTins,  named  Olymplo  and  Martin, 
who  were  to'l-eceive  each  a  thoufand  crowns 
for  the  murder.  It  was  accordingly  com- 
mitted on  the  9th  of  September  159S,  at 
a  family  feat  near  Rome.  The  bravoes 
were  introduced  into  the  old  man's  chamber 
(for  he  was  then  feventy  years  of  age)  ac 
night,  where  they  difpatched  him  with  the 
dagger  I  have  already  mentioned.  The  next 
morning  it  was  reported  he  had  died  fud- 
denly,  and  as  there  was  no  fufpicion  to  the 
contrary,  he  was  buried  without  examina* 
tion.  Some  time  after  the  interment  the 
widow  of  the  deceafed  fent  a  bundle  of 
foul  linen  to  a  wafherw.oman  in  the  neicrh-. 
bourhood,  not  having  examined  the  contents. 
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from  the  fuppofition  that  her  (lep- daughter 
had  done  it  j  among  thefe  were  the  blood/ 
fheets  in  which  the  late   murder  had   been 
committed.     They  were   immediately  Tent 
to  Rome,  and  in  confequence  all   the  Cenci 
family  confined.    Monfignor  Guerra  fled  on 
the   firfl:    report   of    this   proceeding;,   but 
Olympio  having  given  fome  caufe  of  fuf- 
picion   was  apprehended,  and   immediately 
made   a    depofitlon    of   the    whole.      The 
judges,    however,    not    fatisfied    with    this, 
determined   to  extort  confeiTion   by  torture 
from   the   ftep-mother,   the  eider   Ton,  and 
Beatrice.     With  the    two  former  they  eafily 
fucceeded,  but  the   mod  racking  torments 
could  not  overcome  the  filencc  of  the  latter, 
until  confronted  by  the  tcflimony  of  Olym* 
pio,    and  the  declaration  of  her   relatives, 
flie  was  at  length  perfuaded  to  acknowledge 
herfelf  an  accomplice  in    the  crime.     On 
this,  the  Pope  condemned  them  to  be  drag- 
ged to  death  at  the  tails  of  three  wild  horfes, 
but  deferred  the  execution  of  this  115  day?, 
in  which   time  the  many  powerful  applica- 
tions made  in  their  behalf  would  probably 

have 
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have  procured  them  a  pardon,  had  not  the 
murder  of  the  noble  Roman  lady  Santa- 
Croce  by  her  own  fon,  determined  him  to 
make  an  example  of  the  Cenci.  He  was, 
however,  perfuaded  to  alter  their  fentence. 
On  Saturday  the  nth  of  September  1599, 
a  fcaffold  was  raifed  on  the  Ponte  Sant, 
Angclo,  the  common  place  of  execution^ 
to  which  the  wom.en  were  firft  condu6led  in 
funeral  proccfTion,  and  beheaded  amidft  the 
tears  and  groans  of  thoufands.  After  them 
the  elder  brother  was  led  out  and  deprived 
of  life  by  the  blow  of  a  club  ;  but  the 
misfortunes  of  the  Cenci  did  not  end  herej 
for  the  younger  fons,  though  innocent,  were 
deprived  of  their  virility  *,  and  the  exten- 
five  property  of  their  houfe  confifcated  by 
Paul  the  Vth  (a  Borghefe)  to  enrich  his 
family,  which,  as  I  have  before  told  you, 
is  the  moft  w^eahhy  in  Rome.  Was  this 
laft  deed  lefs  iniquitous  than  the  parricide  ? 
In  their  poflelTion  is  the  portrait  of  the 
ill-fated  Beatrice,  done  during  her  confine- 

•  This  was  the  only  motive  that  induced  his  Holinefs  to 
txtirpate  the  Cenci. 

A  a  2  menC 
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ment  by  Guido,  and  I  think  I  r^ver  fa# 
a  countenance  lefs  guilty  or  nnore  beautiful. 
Having  now  done  with  the  modern  build-, 
ings  of  Rome,  I  come,  and  with  extreme 
pleafure,  to  thofe  that  were   its  chief  orna- 
ment in  the  days  of  its  greateft  power  and, 
refinement.     Temples,  &c.  that  drew  from 
our  own  Silurian  prince  Caradacus  that  fine 
exclamation  on  the  ambitious  fpirit  of  con- 
queft  in  the:  Romans,  recorded  by  Tacitus 
in  his  annals.     Of  all  the  fquares  or  places 
in  the  world,  the  mod  magnificent  was  the 
Campus  Martius.     Livy  fays  it  belonged 
to  the  Tarquinian  family,  and  was  confer- 
crated  to  Mars,  from  whom  it  was  named. 
Situate  between  the  city  and  the  Tyber,  it 
was  at  firfl:  ufed  as  the  Palasftra,  or  martial 
feminary,  in  which  the  Roman  youth  inured 
themfelves,  by  bathing  and  military  cxer- 
eifcs,  to  fuftain  the  hardfhips  of  war.     In 
the  courfe  of  time  it  was  ornamented  with 
fome  of  the  noble  ft  (Iruclures  of  Rome, 
fuch  as  the  maufoleum  of  Auguftus :  the 
pantheon  :  the  forum  and  column  of  An- 
toninus Pius ;  the  porticos  of  Europa,  Nep- 

tunc> 
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tune,  and  Pompey :  the  baths  of  Adrian 
and  Agrippa  :  the  circus  agonis :  theatre  of 
Marcellus,  and  the  famous  folar  obeliflc 
brought  (as  Pliny  relates)  from  Egypt  to 
Rome  by  AuguftuSjWhichmeafured  ii6Eng- 
li(h  feet  in  height,  and  ferved  to  mark  the 
hours  and  length  of  days,  on  a  dial  of  black 
marble  at  its  bafe.  I  rhink  the  fame  authbl' 
obferves,  that  in  his  time  (about  a  century 
after  its  eredion)  the  fhadow  of  this  obelifk 
had  varied,  and  was  falfe  to  the  figures  of 
the  dial,  but  he  does  not  aflign  any  reafon 
for  this  extraordinary  change.  The  ruins 
of  many  of  thefe  edifices-  are  ftill  extant, 
particularly  of  the  matifolcum  of  Atiguftus, 
and  theatre  of  Marccllus  y  But'  they  are  fo' 
choked  up  with  modern  buildinfg,  as  lb' 
preclude  any  fatisfadlory  examination. 

Among  the  columns  of  this  city,  the 
moft  beautiful  and  interefting  is  that  of 
Trajan,  now  feen  in  a  place  called  from  it. 
La  Piazza  Colonna.  It  was  erecled  by  the 
fei^ate^  and  Roman  people,  in  honor  of  that 
moft  excellent  emperor,  in  the  center  of  his 

A  a  3  forum 
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forum.  On  it  are  reprefented  in  bas-relief, 
adnnirably  fculptured,  his  Dacian  expedi- 
tions, and  indeed  all  his  other  public  tri- 
umphs, facrifices,  6ic  I  may  venture  to 
affert,  that  Rome  never  pofTefTcd  a  more 
magnificent,  nor  pofterity  a  more  ufeful 
monument  for  the  increafe  of  fcience  than 
Trajan's  column,  as  it  is  a  faithful  repre» 
fentation  of  the  drcfles,  arms,  procefllons 
and  ceremonies  of  the  ancients.  On  the 
fummit  was  the  emperor's  ftatue  i8  feec 
in  height,  holding  a  fceptre  and  globe  j  in 
the  latter  of  which  were  depofited  his  alhes. 
The  column  confifts  of  34.  pieces  of  marble, 
in  which  were  cut  a  winding  (laircafe  of 
184  fteps.  It  has  43  windows,  is  128  (ect 
in  height,  comprehending  a  ftatue  of  Sf. 
Peter  on  the  top,  fix  and  a  half  in  diameter, 
and  the  figures  of  the  relief  exceed  ?iwq 
thoufand.  Of  the  forum,  that  fuperb  edi- 
fice erected  by  the  Grecian  archited  ApoI» 
lodorus,  there  are  no  remains, 

Antonine*s   pillar,    though    very  inferior 
to  this,    of  which  it   might  be   called  an 

humble 
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humble  imitation,  is  nevcrthclefs  a  very 
noble  obje'^.  It  was  creded  by  Marcus 
Aurelius,  and  Lucius  Verus,  in  honor  of 
Antoninus  Pius,  whofe  Tons  they  were  by 
adoption,  as  the  infcription  indicates. 

Divo   Antonino,    Augufto,    Pio, 
Antoninus  Auguftus,  ct  Verus 
Auguftus  filii  *, 

The  pantheon  feems  as  gifted  by  all  the 
gods,  to  whom  it  was  dedicated,  with  im- 
mortality ;  as  neither  fire,  nor  the  mould- 
ering breath  of  time,  neither  the  ravages 
of  barbarian  conquerors,  nor  the  bigotry 
gf  more  barbarian  Popes,  have  reduced  it 
to  ruin.  Were  I  the  fucceflbr  of  St.  Peter 
I  would  write  on  it  in  golden  charadters  : 

Quod  non  imber  edax,  non  aquilo  impotens 
Poffit  diruere,  aut  innumerabilis 
Annorum  feries,  et  fuga  temporum  f . 

HoR.  lib.  iii.  Od.  xxx.  1.  5. 

•  Antoninus  Auguftus,  and  Verus  Auguftus,   the  fons. 
To  the  god  Antoninus,  Auguftus,  Pius. 

Imitated. 
f  Which  eating  ftorm,  or  impotent  fouth  wind. 
With  the  long  lapfe  of  countlefs  years  combined| 
Can  never  wear  away. 

A  a  4  Ic 
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It  was  built  by  Agrippa,  the  fon-in-law 
of  Auguftus,  and  called  Pantheon,  from 
the  univerfality  of  its  celeftial  dedication. 
The  afcent  to  it  was  originally  by  feven 
fteps,  but  the  ground  on  which  Rome  flood 
being  raifed  from  12  to  30  feet  by  its  ruins, 
for  feveral  ages  it  was  entered  by  a  defcent 
of  13  fteps  j  but  Alexander  the  Vllth 
caufed  the  earth  that  furrounded  it  to  be 
removed,  fo  that  the  exterior  furface  is  now 
upon  a  level  with  its  floor.  Its  majeftic 
portico  has  16  columns,  with  Corinthian 
capitals  5  the  firft  of  each  (one  intire  piece 
of  oriental  granate)  is  36  feet  in  height, 
and  15  in  circumference.  On  the  archi- 
trave is  the  following  infcription. 

M.  AGRIPPA  L.F.  COS.  TERTIUM 
FECIT. 

The  form  of  this  temple  is  circular ;  the 
dome  (imitated  by  all  modem  architedts  as 
the  ^[{\,  and  beft  of  models)  is  in  dimen- 
fions  rather  lefs  than  St.  Peter's.  I  am 
informed  that  its  diameter  is  146  feet,  and 

its 
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its  height  the  fame.  Having  no  windows, 
the  light  enters  by  a  round  aperture  at  the 
top,  under  which,  on  the  pavement  of  the 
temple,  is  a  fink  to  carry  off  the  rain» 
Though  I  difcredit  the  aflcrtion,  that  it  was 
tiled  with  filvcr,  and  coated  on  the  infide 
with  the  fame  metal,  yet  it  certainly  was 
immenfely  rich,  particularly  in  fculpture. 
Among  the  ftatues,  that  of  Venus  wore  the 
companion  of  the  celebrated  pearl  which  Cle- 
opatra, to  exceed  the  profufion  of  Anthony, 
diflblved  in  vinegar  (as  reported)  and  drank 
to  him  at  a  banquet.  The  elder  Pliny 
obferves,  that  the  prodigal  Egyptian  was 
preparing  to  confume  the  other  in  the  fame 
manner,  but  prevented  by  L.  Plancius,  who, 
to  fave  it,  declared  that  (he  had  fully  accom- 
plifhed  her  defign,  Auguftus  had  it  fawed 
in  two,  to  make  ear-rings  for  his  Venus, 
and  it  was  valued  at  125,000!.  *  Another 
remarkable  llatue  in  the  pantheon  was  that 
of  Minerva  in  ivory,  the  v/ork  of  Phidias, 
which  was  probaby  deftroyed  for  its  matter. 
The  majeftic  beauty   and   folidity  of   this. 

•  See  Pliny,  Book  jth,  Chap,  35. 

edifice 
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edifice  mufl  (Irike  the  mod  indifFerent  be- 
holder. Though  pillaged  of  its  principal 
c-namentSj  it  ftill  retains  a  fuperb  gate  of 
bronze:  pillars  of  Giallo-antico — that  mod 
precious  of  marbles,  and  others  fronn  the 
didant  quarries  of  Nunnidia.  It  was  re- 
paired by  Adrian,  Marcus  Aurelius,  and 
Septinnius  Severus ;  the  firft  of  whonn  co- 
vered the  whole  with  bronze,  of  which  it 
was  plundered  by  his  Holinefs  Urban  the 
Vlllth,  to  fupply  the  caftle  of  St.  Angelo 
with  cannon,  the  high  altar  of  St.  Peter's  with 
its  twifted  columns,  &c.  and  himfelf  with 
money.  The  metal  weighed  4,500,273  lb. 
In  the  year  607  it  was  converted  into  a 
Chriftian  church  by  Boniface  the  IVth,  who 
being  refolutely  determined  that  its  new 
patrons  (hould  exceed  the  number  of  the 
old,  dedicated  it  to  all  the  Martyrs,  and 
in  confequence  called  it  San6ta  Maria  ad 
Martyres  ;  but  Gregory  the  IVth  went  ftill 
farther,  and  added  to  them  all  the  faints  of 
the  Roman  calendar.  About  the  year  630 
it  was  robbed  of  its  ftatues,  &c,  by  the 
Greek  emperor  Conlt^ntine  the  lid,   fince 

which 
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tvhich  period  it  has  fuffered  many  indig- 
nities, one  indeed  as  late  as  the  pontificate 
of  Benedidt  the  XlVth,  who  white-waflied 
its  venerable  cupola.  However,  its  having 
been  converted  into  a  Chriftian  church  has 
certainly  preferved  it  from  ruin,  for  feve- 
ral  Popes  have  repaired,  and  fome  en- 
riched it,  particularly  Boniface  the  IVth, 
who  collc6lcd  from  the  church-yards  and 
charnel-houfes  of  Rome,  twenty-eight  wag- 
gon loads  of  relics,  and  laid  them  under 
the  high  altar. 

In  it  are  the  tombs  of  Raphael,  Hanni- 
bal, Carracci,  and  other  renowned  painters. 
On  the  monument  of  the  former  is  the 
following  admirable  diftich  : 

Hie  ille  eft  Raphael  timuit,  quofofpite,  vinci 
Rerum  magna  parens,  et  moriente  mori*. 

Adieu. 

Imitatei. 
•  Here  Raphael  lies,  who  could  with  nature  vie. 
To  him,  (he  fear'd  to  yield,  with  him,  to  die. 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XIX. 

Rome,  Dec.  14th,  1787. 

X\T  H  AT  is  there,  my  dear  Sir,  that  can 
refift  the  defolation  of  ages  ?  The 
capitol,  once  the  feat  of  univerfal  empire, 
and  fondly  deemed  co-eternal  with  time 
itfelf,  hath  now  no  monument  of  its  former 
ftrength  and  beauty  ;  its  proud  towers  and 
battlements  are  gone  down  to  the  duft, 
and  the  ground  which  they  occupied  is  na 
longer  the  fame.  So  it  is  with  that  re- 
nov/ned  bulwark,  and  fo  it  (hall  be  even 
with  the  pyramids  of  Egypt.  Future  tra- 
vellers will  vifit  the  plains  of  ancient  Mem- 
phis, and  moralize  upon  their  fallen  gran- 
deur. This  celebrated  rock,  now  called 
II  Campidoglo,  (lands  between  the  ruins 
of  Rome,  and  the  Campus  Martius,  or 
modern  city.  Its  ftaircafe  and  fuperb  build- 
ings, defigned  by  Buonarotti,  I  fhould 
oreatly  admire  any  where  but  here.  Inftead 
of  them,  I  expeded  to  find  the  remains  of 
the  Feretrian  and  Capicoline  temples,   &c. 

but 
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but  beiDg  diappointed,    am   quite  out  of 
humour,    and  view    all    modern    fl?rudure 
with  anger  artd  regret.     At  the  bottom   of 
the  fraircafe  are  two  fphynxes  of  Egyptian^ 
marble,    or  bafalte,    from   the   mouths  of 
which    flow  fountains  of  clear  water,   and 
on  the  top  the  Coloffean   ftatues  of  CaH-or 
and  Pollux,  with   their   horfes,   the  fculp- 
ture  Greek ;  on  each  fide  of  thefe  are  twa 
antique  trophies  of  Marius  admirably  exe- 
cuted   in    marble.     Having   afccnded,    we 
entered  an  area,  in  the  center  of  which  is> 
an  equeftrian  ftatue   in   bronze  of  Marcua 
Aurelius — an  obje<^  of  univerfal  admiration* 
The  buildings  on  this  area  are  the'  fenato- 
rial  palace,  that  of  the  confervatory,   and 
the  mufeum.     The  two  latter  are  crowded 
with  fculpture  and    paintings.     Out   of  ^ 
thoufand    objc6ls    on    which   real   virtuoft 
would  gaze  for  ages,  the  mod  interefting 
to  us  were  thefe.     *  The  column  ere6ted 
in  the  Forum  Romanum,  in  honor  of  Du- 
illius,    who  gained   the  firft:  naval  vi(5lory 
over  the  Carthaginians :  a  Curtius  leaping 

•  Pliny,  Book  34,  Chap.  5th, 

into 
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into  the  gulph  in  mezzo  relievo  :  a  bfoft^c 
ftatue  of  the  wolf  that   fuckled  Romulus 
and  Remus,  which,  though   a  mafter-piece 
of  art,  is  lefs  remarkable  on  that  account, 
than    for  the  very   extraordinary  anecdote 
which  Cicero  in  his  orations  has  given  of  it, 
viz.  that  when  Caefar  was  dabbed  it  was 
ftruck  with  lightning,  the  marks  of  which 
are  as  frefii  upon  it,  as  if  done  at  the  pre- 
fcnt  moment :  the   buft  of  Junius  Brutus : 
four   antique  meafures   for   wine,   oil,   and 
corn  :  a  plan  of  ancient  Rome  on  marble, 
found  in  the   temple   of   Quirinus.      The 
altars  of  the  Winds,   Neptune,   and  Tran- 
quillity :  a  buft  of  Scipio  Africanus :    the 
Mofaic  pidure   of  the  three  pigeons    and 
vafe,  which  *  Pliny  mentions  as  the  work 
of  Sofus  of  Pergamos:  and  the  dying  gla- 
diator called  II  Mirmillone.     This  ftatue 
has   infinite   merit.     The    wretched  objed 
whom   it  reprefents   appears   lying  on   the 
arena  mortally   wounded,  and  feebly  fup- 
porting  his   weight  upon    his    arm.      His 
limbs  arc  as  finely  formed  as  thofe   of  the 

•  Book  36,  Chap,  Z5th.  . 

Belvi- 
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Bclviderian  Apollo,  but  it  is  the  counte* 
nance  that  is  fo  wonderfully  ftriking,  for 
in  it,  fhame,  anger,  and  courage,  feem  to 
contend  with  agony,  and  druggie  agaialt 
death. 

On  the  right  hand  fide,  near  the  prin- 
cipal  entrance  of  the  capitol,  and  not,  as 
generally  (hewn,  under  a  fmall   garden,  is. 
the  Tarpeian  rock,  the  fcene  of  Manlius's 
glory  and   difgrace.     The  Roman   people, 
when   they  condemned   him  to   be  thrown 
over   it,  infulted   the   merit  of  his  former 
achievement,  and  did  an   adl  of  the  moft 
flagrant   ingratitude.     Such   fervice  as   his 
dcferved  pardon  for  any  offence;  but   bsid 
it   not,    that  (hould    never  have   been   the 
mode   of   punifhment  3    and  Livy   was   of 
this    opinion,    when  he  fays,    "  Violatum 
Capitolium  €fft   fanguine   fervacoris  •,    nee 
diis  cordi  fuifle  poenam  ejus  oblatam  pro- 
pe  oculis  fuis,  a  quo,   fua  templa  erepta  e 
manibus  hoftium  eiTent  V    I  Ihould  fuppofc 

*  The  capitol  was  violated  by  the  blood  of  its  proteftor, 
nor  was  it  agreeable  to  the  deities  that  they  ftiould  behold 
the  punifhment  of  him  by  whom  their  temples  had  been 
relcued  from  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

this 
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this  precipice  does  not  now  ej^ceed  50  feeS 
in  height ;  it  was  then  confiderably  more^ 
for  not  only  the  ground  below  it  is  raifed 
by  the  ruins  of  the  furrounding  buildings, 
but  probably  on  the  brink  flood  the  lofty 
walls  of  the  capitol. 

You  may  conceive  how  very  (Iriking  the 
Contraft  is  between  the  former  and  adlual 
(late  of  this  place,  when  1  tell  you,  that  on 
the  fcite  of  that  famous  tenntple  of  Jupiter 
Capitoiinus,  in  which  the  mod  facred  and 
precious  depofus  of  the  greatetl  nation  01 
antiquity  were  guarded,  is  now  fcen  a  con- 
vent of  poor  friars,  who  fubfid  on  alms. 
The  golden  ftatues  of  the  prefiding  god, 
and  of  vidtory,  are  now  fucceeded  by  fome 
paltry  image  of  St»  Francis ;  and  the  fpoils 
of  the  vanquifhed,  by  the  offerings  of  fu- 
perftition.  In  the  fenatorial  palace  is  a 
tower,  which  commands  an  extenfive  view 
of  ancient  and  modern  Rome.  Upon  this 
I  have  remained  many  an  hour  in  contem- 
plation of  the  furrounding  objefls,  and  en- 
joying all  that  indefcribable  pleafure,  which 

minds 
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r^ninds,  enamoured  of  antiquity,  are  capa- 
ble of  receiving.  Diredly  under  me  I 
looked  down  upon  the  Via  facra  and  Forum 
Rumanum  j  but  oh  !  how  changed,  how 
fallen  frf)m  their  former  (late;  neverthelefs> 
their  ruins  are  ftiU  extant,  to  remind  us  of 
their  ancirnt  honors.  The  triumphal  arch^ 
creded  for  the  victories  of  Seprimius  Seve- 
rus  over  the  Parthians,  is  directly  below  the 
Capitol,  and  almofl:  entire,  though  above 
half  buried  in  the  ground.  As  I  Inok 
down  on  the  one  fide  of  this  celebrated 
way,  I  behold  the  fupcrb  portico  of  a  cem- 
ple  built  in  honor  of  Antoninus  Pius  and 
FauRina  j  and  a  little  bey')nd  it  the  remains 
of  that  erefled  by  Vefpafian  after  the  Jewifh 
war  to  the  goddefs  of  peace.  Near  it  is 
the  triumphal  arch  of  Titus,  the  relievi  of 
which  are  not  only  remarkable  for  their 
mafterly  execution,  but  for  reprefenting  the 
tables  of  the  commandments  :  the  golden 
candleflick  of  feven  branches :  and  the 
facred  veiTels  of  the  temple  of  Jerufalem  : 
a  little  further  is  the  arch  of  Conftantine 
crowded  with  figures,  many  of  which  were 
Vol.  I.  B  b  ukcn 
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taken  from  that  of  Titus,  as  is  evident 
from  the  (lyle  and  fuperior  excellence  of 
their  fculpture.  Within  a  few  paces  of  this 
arch  is  the  Flavian  amphitheatre^  fo  named 
from  its  founder  the  emperor  Flavius  Vef- 
pafianus,  who  employed  30,000  Hebrew 
(laves  made  prifoners  at  Jcrufalem  in  its 
conftrudion,  I  believe  ft  to  be  the  largeft 
building  of  the  kind  in  the  world,  as  it 
contained  fitting  room  for  no  lefs  than 
80,000  fpedators. 

The  edifices  of  ancient  Rome  have  been 
fb   dripped   of    their   materials,    that  evea 
their  folid  walls  were  perforated    for   the 
metal     ufed    in     raifing    them.      To    the 
lover  of  antiquity  it  is  melancholy  to  be- 
hold the  numerous  chafms,  which  the  ava- 
rice of  a  people,  who  confidered  thefe  build- 
ings   as    monuments    of   Pagan    impiety, 
have  made.     The  Flavian  amphitheatre  has 
aiot  only  been  feverely  injured  in  this  man- 
ner, but  part  of  the  building  itfelf,  whea 
entire,  was  taken  down   by  Paul  the  lid, 
^  Venetian  (to  the  difgrace  of  his  country 

be 
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fee  it  fpoken)  to  ere6l  the  palace  of  St. 
Mark.  The  cardinals  Farnefe  and  Riario 
follov^ed  his  example,  and  probably  by  thi6 
time  there  had  been  no  remains  of  the 
majeftic  pile,  if  Clement  the  Vth  had  not 
fortunately  been  informed  that  feveral  Chri- 
ftians  were  expofed  on  the  arena  to  beafts 
of  prey.  This  prompted  him  to  confe- 
crate  the  place,  but  I  ftill  fear,  that  fo 
great  has  been  the  devaftation  before  this 
fious  a£t,  that  in  another  century  little  more 
than  the  foundations  v/ill  be  feeri. 

To  return  by  the  Via  Sacra  to  my  ftation 
on  the  tower  of  the  fenatorial  palace  ;  before 
me  is  Mount  Palatine  *,  on  which  Evander> 
and  in  after  ages  a  long  fucceffion  of  Ro- 
man emperors  dwelt.  It  was  mofi:  remarkable 
for  the  golden  houfe  of  Nero,  fo  called  from 
its  rich  gilding,  gems,  and  precious  (lones. 
This  royal  dwelling  (than  which  antiquity 
can  boafl:  nothing  more  magnificent  of  the 
kind)  was  continued  upon  pillars  over  the 

*  From   this   hill,  the  habitations  of  kings,   &c.  weref 
named  Palatia,— -Palaces. 

B  b  2  inter-' 
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interjacent  vallies  to  the  Celian  and  Efqui- 
line  hills.     Its  grand  entrance  was  from  the 
Via  Sacra.     Before  it  (lood  a  marble  colof- 
fus,  the  work  of  Zenodorus,  that  meafured 
according  to  Pliny   no  feet  ;  it  was  raifed 
by  Nero  in  honor  of  himfelf,  whom  it  re- 
fembled  in  countenance  ;  but  was  foon  after 
the   death    of   that   monfter   dedicated    by 
Vefpafian  to  the  Sun,  and  the  head  encircled 
with  a  glory  of  gilded   bronze,  the  rays  of 
which  were  feven  yards,  in  length.     We  faw 
the  feet  and  hands  of  this  remarkable  (latue 
in    the   palace   of   the   Confervatori.     The 
Palatine   Hill  is    now   fo  overgrown  with 
briars,  as  to  prevent   our  inveftigating  the 
ground-work  as  much  as  we  wi(hed.     Be- 
tween it  and  the  Capitoline  vyas  the  Forurn 
Komanum,    which   the    elder  Tarquin   in- 
ciofed    with  noble   porticos^      In    it    were 
temples,  columns,  and  flatues  of  illuftrious 
citizens,  and  alio  the  gulph  which  is  fabu- 
loufly  reported  to  have  clofed,    when  Cur- 
tius  *,  by  plunging  into  it  on  horfeback, 
gave  himfelf  as  the  mod  valuable  facrifice 

*  LIvy,  Book  7th,  Cap.  6th. 

that 
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that  could  be  made  to  effcduate  this  mi- 
racle.    You   may  probably  fuppofe  that  I 
believe  all  this,  when   1    tell  you,    that   wc 
law  the  fpot  where  the  pit  was^  or  1  fhould 
rather  fay,    where    it    is    reported    to  have 
been.      Three    pillars    are    now    ftanding, 
which    belonged    to    the    colonade   of    the 
Forum,    and    thefe    very    much    furpafs    in 
height  and  btauty  any  thing  we  have  hithero 
feen.     How  grand  the  appearance  when  the 
whole  was  extant  !    how   correfpondent   to 
the   majefty    of    the   Roman    people  1    but 
alas,    this    valley,    which     was     the    molt 
honorable  part  of  ancient  Rome  (the  capitol 
excepted)    is   now    the  mod    vile.      Here, 
where  not  only  the  ambaffadors  of  powerful 
monarchs,    but  even   they  themlelves  have 
fued-  for  protedion :    where   the  decrees  of 
popular  afTemblies  have  decided  the  fate  of 
nations  j  and   in   (hort,  where   every    thing 
of  the   greateft  moment  was   tranfadted,  is 
now  heard   the  lowing  of  oxen.     The  Fo- 
rum Romanum  is  the  Smithfield    of  mo^ 
dern  Rome,  and  the  wails  of  thofe  facred 
edifices,  which  were  more  revered  than  any 

B  b  3  earthly 
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earthly  objefl,  are  conftantly  polluted  by 
the  dung  of  cattle.  Even  the  Temple  of 
Concord,  in  which  Cicero  afleaibled  the 
fenate  on  the  dilcovery  of  Cataline's  con- 
fpiracy,  and  where  the  fentiments  of  Csefar, 
of  Cato,  and  of  hinrifelf,  wtre  delivered  on 
that  fubje6l:,  is  made  an  occafional  beaft- 
houfe.  I  mention  this  as  a  finking  indance 
of  that  change  which  ever  has  and  ever 
will  take  place  in  all  things  temporal. 

The  Cloaca  Maxima,  which  Livy  calls 
*'  Omnium  Purgamentorum  Receptacu- 
Jum,"  and  the  elder  Pliny  fo  much  admires 
for  its  folidity  and  ftrength  (it  having  re- 
mained entire  from  the  reign  of  Tarquinius 
Prifcus  to  his  time)  is  flill  uninr. paired, 
though  2405  years  have  fince  elapfed.  It 
is  impoflible  to  regard  thefe  flupendous 
vaults  without  aftonifhment.  Some  of  th^T-m 
Hill  ferve  as  the  common  fewers  of  the  ci ty„ 
and  will,  I  dare  afiert  it,  exifi:,  when  the 
proud  dome  of  St.  Peter's  ihall  have  funk 
under  the  hand  of  tioie. 

Wea 
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Weft  of  Mount  Palatine   is  the   Circus 
Maxioius,  famous  for  the  rape  of  the  Sa- 
bine women,   who   not  only   brought  forth 
a  race  of  heroes  for  the  defence  of  Rome, 
but  effcdted  an  infcparable  jundlion  between 
their  countrymen    and    raviihe/s.     At    the 
fouthern  extremity  of  the  circus  were  the 
baths  of  Caracalla,  the  ruins   of  which  are 
flill  confiderable.    In  buildings  of  this  kind 
the  Romans  difplayed  their  greateft  mag- 
nificence ;    the  known   world  being,    as   it 
were,    ranfackcd   for   their  embellifhment. 
The  moft  valuable  gems :  the  richell  mar- 
bles, and  the  beft  fculpturc  of  Greece,  are 
frequently  found  under  them.     They  were 
{o  very  extenfive,  that   no  lefs   than    2300 
perfons  could   bathe  at   the  fame  time  in 
thefc  of  Caracalla,  without  feeing  each  other. 
Nor  were  thofe  of  Diocletian  lefs  fumptu- 
ous,  or  lefs  ample.     Exclufive  of  the  ruins 
already  noticed,    are  the  aqueduds,  thofe 
monuments  of  the  opulence  and  patriotifm 
of   individuals  :    the  catacombs,   of  which 
nothing  certain  can  be  determined  in  regard 
of  their  origin,  as  I  little  believe  the  idle 

B  b  4  tale 
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tale  of  their  having    been  formed   by  the 
primitive  Chriftians  of  Rome  during  their 
perfecution :    the   remains   of   many   other 
temples,    particularly   of   that    confecrated 
to  the  god  of  ridicule,  in  memory  of  the 
fudden   departure    of  Hannibal   from   the 
place  in  which  ic  was  built  near  Rome  :  the 
fountain  of  the  nymph  Egeria,  from  whom 
Numa   Pompilius    pretended    to  have   re- 
ceived the  religious   ceremonies  which  he 
inftituted  :    the   chamber  or   tomb   of  the 
Campus  Sceleratus,  in  which   thoie  veftals, 
who  had  yielded  their  virginity,  were  buried 
alivej  the  laft  of  whom  *  Livy  informs  us 
was   Minutia ;    the    ground-work     of    the 
Curia  Pompeii,  wherein   Caefar   was  killed 
by  the  confpirators  :  the  pyramid  of  Ceftus  ; 
the  tombs  of  Cecilia  Metella,   and  of  the 
Scipio   family:   the   gardens  of   Ovid    and 
Sailuft:  the  houfe  ot  Cicero,  and,  in  ihort, 
a  long  lift  of  other  edifices  interefting  be- 
yond exprtiTion.     What  fubje6ls    are  thefe 
for  refiedtion  !   how  fully   do  they  engage 

•  Book  8th,  Chap.  15th, 

the 
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the  attention,   and  warm   the  imaginatioa 
of  the  beholder !  To  me  their  charms  arc 
fo  irrefiftible,  that  I   vifit  them  daily,  and 
when  there,  can   hardly  perfuade  myfelf  to 
leave  them.     How  frequently  have   I   dif- 
covered  the  richeft  ornaments  of  architec- 
ture in  the  ragged   walls  of   a   vineyard  I 
and   broken  columns,  which  once  perhaps 
fupported  the  theatre  of  Scaurus,    ufed  as 
props  to  the   humble   roof  of  a  cottage  ! 
I  faw  them,    and   lamented    their  change. 
But   the  modern  palaces   abfolutely   excite 
my  indignation,  as  I  know  their  materials 
to    be   the  fpoils   of   the  nobleil    ruins  in 
Rome.  You  read  that  this  city  has  been  often 
facked  and  pillaged  by  the  Goths,  &c.  bur, 
believe  me,   thofe  Goths  who  have  done  it 
the  greatefl:  injury,  were  its  popes  and  car- 
dinals.     Few   of   the   many  pontiffs,   who 
have    refided   here,     are    innocent    of   this 
charge.     Alexander  the  Vlth,  a  fuperftitious 
Spaniard,  carried  this  outrage  fo  far,   as  to 
deftroy  the  pyramid  of  Scipio,  for  its  ftones 
to  pave  the  ftreets.     Would  that  his  life 

for 
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for  this  offence  had  depended  on  a  jury  of 
antiquarians  ! 

I  always  view  the  Tyber  with  fingular 
fatisfadion,  becaufe  it  has  retained  the  ap- 
pearance it  had  in  the  early  days  of  Rome, 
The  foundations  of  its  ancient  bridges  are 
ftill  extant,  particularly  thofe  of  the  Pons 
Sublicius,  the  paflage  of  which  Horatius 
Codes  fo  valiantly  defended  againfl  the 
Etrurian  army,  until  it  was  broken  down 
behind  him,  when  he  plunged  with  his 
horfe  into  the  rapid  dream,  and  gained  the  ' 
ihore  amidfl  the  acclamations  of  his  coun«* 
trymen.  The  treafures  of  this  river  muft 
be  immenfe,  from  the  valuable  things  thrown 
into  it,  at  different  times,  and  upon  dif- 
ferent occafions.  Many  offers  have  been 
made  the  apoftolical  chamber  to  clean  it, 
for  the  chance  of  what  might  be  difcovered 
in  its  channel.  But  thefe  propofals  have 
been  rejected,  from  the  well-founded  fup- 
pofition,  that  the  noxious  exhalations  of 
the  mud  would  prove  fatal  to  many  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  climate  of  Rome  is  al- 
ready 
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ready  much  infefled  with  unwholefome 
vapour,  and  this  addition  would  make  it 
infupportable.  We  have  lately  made  a  little 
tour  to  Frafcati  and  Tivoli,  the  former  ten, 
the  latter  twenty  miles  from  Rome.  Fraf- 
cati was  the  ancient  Tufculum,  where, 
among  many  others,  were  the  villas  of 
Cicero,  of  Horace,  and  of  Virgil.  In  the 
former  (the  fcite  of  which  they  pretend  to 
determine)  were  written  the  Tufculan  dif- 
putations,  thofe  admirable  compofitions  of 
the  great  orator.  Of  the  country  houfes 
we  faw  here,  I  have  only  to  fay,  that  they 
difplay  great  magnificence  and  labor,  but 
little  tafte;  their  gardens  might  excite  the 
admiration  of  an  Ilalian,  but  an  Englijhman 
would  never  make  them  a  fecond  vific. 

The  fituation  of  Tivoli  on  a  high  hill 
prefents  one  of  the  mod  delightful  inland 
landlkips  I  ever  faw.  The  river  Anio  (now 
II  Tcvcrone)  falling  in  different  channels 
over  the  brow,  forms  two  cafcades,  one  of 
which  is  Angularly  bold  and  ftriking.  We 
beheld  it  from  the  narrow  valley   below, 

rufhing 
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ruihing  out  of  the  ruins  of  Maecenas's  villa, 
which  hang,  as  it  were,  upon  the  fumnnit. 
I  had  no  conception  that  Italy  could  pro- 
duce any  fpot  fo  romantic  and  fo  beautiful 
as  Tivoli  j  and  thefe  charnns  which  I  men- 
tion are  augmented  by  the  addition  of  Ro- 
man ruins,  and  an  Italian  climate.  On  the 
verge  of  the  fteep  rocks  over  the  Anio  is 
the  temple  of  the  Sybil ;  a  little  o6i:agon 
building,  that  is,  without  exception,  the 
mofl:  exquifite  morcean  of  Greek  architedture 
1  ever  faw. 

This  place,  fo  favoured  by  nature,  wants 
no  addition  to  its  beauty  but  wood,  for 
"which  it  was  once  fo  remarkable.  Horace, 
you  may  remember,  fays, 

•*  Et  prasceps  Anio,  et  Tiburni  lucus,  et  uda 
f*  Mobilibus  pomaria  rivis  *.** 

HoR.  lib.  i,  Od.  vii.  line  14. 

Imitated. 

♦  And  Anios  catarafts,  and  Tibur's  woods^^ 
And  orchards,  with  their  many  ft  reams 

Ana 
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And  again  in  the  fame  Ode, 

**  Sen  denfa  tenebit 
**  Tiburis  umbra  tui  *." 

HoR.  lib.  i.  Od.  vii.  line  21, 

"Were  Tivoli  in  England,  it  would  have 
as  many  inhabitants  as  when  Maecenas  dsvclc 
there ;  but  the  modern  Roman  has  no  tafte 
for  rural  fcenery.  He  never  vifits  the  coun- 
try, but  when  the  fufFocating  heat  of  the 
capital  compels  him  to  leave  it.  On  our 
return  we  were  conduced  to  the  ruins  of 
Hadrian's  villa,  that  rich  mine  of  antique 
ftatues.  The  ficuation  appears  to  me  much 
too  low,  but  I  believe  the  ancients  did  not 
confider  the  advantages  of  profped  as  much 
as  we  do#  Several  of  its  apartments  are 
ftill  known,  particularly  thofe  called  I  cento 
camarelli,    or   barracks   for  the   emperor's 

body  guards. 

Vale. 

Imitated. 
*  If  hfs  own  Tibur's  (hade  fiiould  keep  him  hence* 
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Rome,  Dec.  26,   17 87, 

^HE  triumph  of  reafon  over  credulity 
and  fuperftition  has  reduced  the  fove* 
reign  pontiff's  authority  fo  low,  that  he  is 
now  mtich  greater  as  a  temporal  than  as  a 
fpiritual  prince.  In  the  center  and  fined 
part  of  Italy  he  pofTeiTes  a  territory  of  14,348 
fquare  geographic  miles,  and  at  prefeiit  {but 
how  long  they  may  remain  I  know  not  *)  520 
round  Avignon.  Though  the  fituation  of 
his  dominions  be  fo  favourable,  they  ari 
lefs  produdive  and  lefs  populous  than  any 
of  the  Italian  dates,  in  confequence  of  hie- 
rarchy, and  that  frequent  change  of  fove- 
reigns,  whofe  views  and  interefts  are  not  to 
enrich,  but  to  impoverifh  their  fubjeds^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  raifmg  their  families  to 
wealth  and  dillin(5lion.  In  all  the  long  lid 
of  St.  Peter's  fucceffors,  whofc  hiQory  is 
tranfmitted  to  us,  I  know  but  few  who  pre- 

*  Since  this  letter  was  written^  the  fovereign  pontiiF  has 
loft  Avsghon  and  the  Comptat.  ■ 

ferrea 
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ferred  the  happinefs  of  their  people  to  the 
aggrandizement  of  their  kindred  5  and  enni- 
nent  among  thefe  few  was  the  virtuous  Gan- 
ganelli,  but  unhappily  he  was  foon  poifoncd 
by  the  Jefuits. 

The  tra(^s  of  rich  land,  which  formerly 
fupported  thoufands,  but  now  lie  unculti* 
vated,  are  melancholy  indances  of  wretched 
government,  facerdotal  celibacy,  and  the 
many  religious  feafts  which  the  peafants  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  perfuafion  mofl  fcru- 
puloufly  obferve.  It  is  impoffible  that  any 
country  without  commerce  can  become 
opulent,  unkfs  the  attention  of  the  legif- 
kture  be  principally  direded  to  agriculture  3 
and  this  is  fo  far  from  being  the  cafe  here, 
that  the  fpirit  of  hu/bandry  is  entirely  de- 
prefTed  by  the  monopoly  of  corn.  The 
farmers  are  (literally  fpeaking)  the  naves' 
of  government  i  for  they  are  obliged  to 
bring  in  all  their  wheat,  which  the  apofto- 
lical  chamber  buys  at  its  own  valuation, 
and  retails  at  a  price  exorbitant,  in  pro- 
portion to  what  it  pays.     Even  the  Cam- 

pagna^ 


384  TRAVEL  S. 

pagna  di  Roma,  which  was  as  the  nelgh- 
boufhoods  of  London  and  Paris  now  are, 
gardens  to  the  capital,  has  been  fo  neg- 
lected, that  no  animal  can  exift  on  it  from 
the  fatality  of  the  vapors  that  its  foil  ex- 
hales. It  lies  fouth  and  fouth  eaft  of  Rome^ 
between  it  and  the  hills  of  Tivoli  and  Fraf- 
cati.  There  are  in  the  papal  territories 
feveral  extenfive  marfhes.  The  Paludi  Pon- 
tini,  which  lie  on  the  fea  coaft  between 
Rome  and  Naples,  ftill  confift  of  many 
thoufand  acres,  though  the  prefent  pope 
has  recovered  large  trads  of  land  from  them. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  (I  fear  more  than  ex- 
pected) that  his  fucceflbrs  will  follow  his 
example  in  this  great  and  ufeful  under- 
taking, and  carry  it  on  to  its  completion ; 
as  it  would  not  only  increafe  the  revenue 
of  the  flate,  by  the  acquifition  of  rich  and 
extenfive  paftures,  but  no  longer  infe<5t  the 
Sirocco  with  its  effluvia  -,  a  fouth  wind  that 
would  be  fatal  to  the  inhabitants  of  Rome, 
were  it  during  the  fummer  heats  to  continue 
five  days  fucceflively. 


As 
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As  I  find  nothing  particularly  interefting 
in  the  government  of  this  country,  I  (hall 
be  filent  on  that  fubjedt,  when  I  have  told 
you  the  people  are  fo  univerfaliy  corrupt, 
that  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  muft,  ac- 
cording to  the  conftitution,  be  confided 
principally  to  foreigners :  three  only  of  the 
twelve  auditors  of  the  rota  or  chief  tribunal, 
being  Romans, 

The  triple  crown  of  St.  Peter  has  ever 
been  fo  great  an  objedt  of  ambition 
among  thofe  of  the  clergy  who  were  eligible 
to  it,  that  every  fpecies  of  intrigue  to  in- 
fluence the  voices  of  the  electors  may  be 
faid  to  prevail  upon  this  occafion ;  nor 
indeed  can  it  be  otherwife,  when  men  are 
thus  raifed  from  the  condition  of  a  fubjedt 
to  that  of  a  Sovereign,  not  only  of  fuch 
fpiritual  but  temporal  authority,  as  the 
Pope.  You  will  remember  Woolfey  as  aa 
example  of  this.  Though  the  cardinal 
eledors  may  chufe  any  clergyman  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  their  choice  (as  you  will 
fuppofe)  ever  falls  upon  one  of  their  own 

Vol.  I.  C  c  body 5 
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body;  and  fince  the  reign  of  Adrian  the  VI th 
in  1522,  who  was  aFlenning,  it  has  been  con- 
fined to  Italians,  fo  that  now  no  other  than  a 
native  of  Italy  can  be  defied ;  but  to  conn- 
penfate  for  this  exclufion  of  foreigners,  the 
emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  kings  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  have  a  ne- 
gative voice  in  the  Conclave,  fo  as  to  pre- 
vent the  eledion  of  any  cardinal  by  making 
previous  objedion  to  him. — No  great  pri- 
vilege (you  will  fay)  for  the  firft  of  thefc 
princes,  who  was  originally  the  folc  dif- 
pofer  of  the  papacy.  The  mode  of  eledlion 
js  as  follows.  Ten  days  after  the  pope's 
death,  the  facred  college  aflemble  in  one 
of  the  galleries  of  the  Vatican,  prepared  for 
their  reception,  where  they  chufe  from  their 
own  body  three  fcrutatori,  or  infpedlors, 
and  three  infermieri,  or  delegates  for  col- 
leding  the  votes  of  the  fick  eieclors,  to 
whom  they  are  firfl  to  adminifter  the  necef- 
fary  oaths,  and  then  to  receive  their  written 
fuffrages  in  a  fmall  box,  fimilar  (I  fuppofe) 
•Co  our  charity  boxes,  as  the  infermieri 
cannot  open  them    but  in   the  prefence  of 
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the  cledors.  Should  either  of  thefe  invalids 
be  fo  reduced,  that  he  cannot  write  the 
name  of  him  for  whom  he  votes,  any  car- 
dinal may  do  it,  but  he  muft  firft  fwear 
before  the  delegates,  that  he  will  not  divulge 
the  fecrct.  Having  received  the  fick  votes, 
they  immediately  proceed  to  the  cledlion. 
Upon  a  table  in  the  chapel  where  they 
aflemble  are  certain  papers,  printed  accord- 
ing to  a  form  prefcribed  by  the  mafler  of 
the  ceremonies,  each  eledlor  in  feniority 
taking  one,  writes  his  own  name,  and  that 
of  him  whom  he  fupports,  upon  ir,  then 
feals,  and  carries  it  to  the  altar  *,  at  which 
he  fwears  he  has  given  his  voice  for  the 
cardinal,  whofe  virtues  (in  his  opinion) 
intitle  him,  above  the  reft-,  to  the  vacant 
throne  of  St.  Peter,  and,  finally,  drops  his 
billet  into  a  large  vafe.  This  b  ing  don^ 
by  all,  the  firft  infpeclor  mixes  the  billets 
together,  and  the  third  examines  their 
number.    Should  more  than  there  are  voters 

*  Were  they  not  cardinals,  I  fhould  fufpeft  that  this 
ele^ion  feldom  happened  without  perjury,  or  fomething 
like  it. 

C  c  2  be 
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be  found,  they  are  all   burntj  and  the  fuF- 
frages  again  colleded  in  the  fame  manner. 
The  bufinefs  being  fo  far  adjufted,  the  firfl: 
infpe£tor   takes   up    a    billet,    opens,    and 
having  feen  the  name,  (hews  it  to  the  fecohd, 
from  whom  the   third  receives  it,  and  by 
him  it  is  declared  aloud.    Each  eledlor  haa 
before  him  a  lift  of  all  the   facred  college^ 
marks  each  vote  as  given,  and  at  the  con- 
clufion,   on  cafting  up  the  numbers,    per-* 
ceives    who   has    the    majority :     but    it  is 
required  that  the  fuccefsful  candidate  fhould 
have  two  thirds  of  the  voices ;    when  this 
does  not  appear  on  the  firft  fcrutiny,  they 
go  through   the   buOnefs    again,    with  this 
difference,  that  inftead  of  writing  on  their 
billets,  as  the  firfl  time,  the  word  *  eligo, 
they  put   -f  accedo.     The    eledtion    being 
made,    the  mafler   of  the    ceremonies  and 
fecretary  of  the  conclave  are  called  in,  and 
informed  of  the  event,  when  it  is  imme- 
diately  publifhcd,    and   a  variety  of  cere- 
monies, Sec.  enfue.     I  (hould  tell  you,  that 
from  the  time  the  cardinals  are  aflcmbled 

•  I  filefl.  f  I  accede  to  It. 

in 
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in  conclave,  they  arc  forbidden  all  external 
communication,  until  they  have  chofen  a 
fovereign  pontiff:  (hould  either  of  them  be 
obliged  lo  go  out>  he  cannot  be  readmitted. 


YOU  will  perceive  by  what  I  have  writ- 
ten to  you  fmce  we  have  been  here,  that 
much  time  has  been  employed  in  vi(iting  its 
ancient  and  modern  buildings,  and  in  con- 
templating with  rapture  the  mod  admirable 
fculpture  and  painting  in  the  world.  But 
this  occupation  was  confined  to  the  morn- 
ings, or,  I  fhould  rather  fay,  to  part  of 
them,  as  on  getting  up  we  dedicate  an  hour 
and  a  half  to  our  Italian  mailers,  mine,  a 
certain  Abbate  Giuniotarde,  is  a  gentleman 
of  lingular  merit  ;  he  is  as  great  an  enthu- 
fiaft  in  poetry  as  I  am,  fo  that  we  read 
little  elfe  than  Ariofto,  Taffo,  and  Metaf- 
tafio.  Soon  after  our  arrival  we  left  our 
cards,  and  a  letter  of  introdudion  from  the 
marquis  of  Landfdov^n  at  the  cardinal  de 
Bernis's.  We  were  in  confequence  invited 
to  dine  with  his  eminency  the  next  day, 

C  c  3  wher^ 


390  TRAVELS. 

when  he  received  us  with  great  eafe  and 
politenefs,  but  fakl  he  had  not  the  honor 
of  recoUeding  the  marquis  of  Landfdown. 
You  may  conceive  how  much  my  friend 
and  I  were  aftoriifhed  at  this  declaration  ; 
but  I  happily  foon  fav/  the  miftake,  and 
told  him,  that  if  he  remembered  lord 
Shelburne,  he  muft  know  the  marquis  of 
Landf  own,  for  thty  were  one  and  the 
fame  perfon.  How  (faid  he)  is  your  letter 
from  lord  Shelburne,  and  has  he  for  the 
firft  time  in  his  life  now  deceived  me  ? 
However,  you  are  doubly  welcome,  firfl, 
for  reminding  me  of  an  old  friend  \  and, 
fccondly,  for  introducing  me  to  a  new  one ; 
nor  were  thefe  mere  words  of  courfe,  for  he 
juftified  their  fincerity  by  his  fubfequent 
attention  and  hofpitality.  His  dinners, 
converfazioni,  and  academic  or  concerts, 
are  the  mod  magnificent  in  Rome,  ,  and 
1  afTure  you  that  every  thing  travellers  have 
faid  of  his  liberality,  his  wit,  and  amiable 
manners,  is  but  the  bare  acknowledgment 
of  truth.  During  the  laft  war  between 
Great  Britain   and   FraiKe,    his   invitations 

to 
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10  the  Englifh  gentlemen  at  Rome  were 
as  frequent  as  ever  5  indeed  he  compelled 
them  to  vifu  him,  obferving  that  the  po- 
litical quarrel  of  two  nations  fo  enlightened 
as  ours  fhouid  never  difturb  the  harmony 
of  focietics  at  Rome.  He  is  much  more" 
attentive  to  the  Englidi  than  the  generality 
of  their  own  minifters,  as  indeed  are  ail  the 
French  ambafladors.  But  his  hofpitality  is 
not  confined  to  travellers,  it  is  equally 
directed  to  thofe  who  have  no  other  recom- 
mendation  to  him  than  their  merit  5  as  a 
proof  of  this  one  day  in  every  w^ek  he 
invites  to  his  fumptuous  table  the  foreign 
artifts  who  ftudy  at  Rome.  Through  hini 
and  Mr.  Jenkins,  the  Englifh  banker,  and 
i  might  fay  Charge  d'Affaires  in  this  city, 
we  have  been  very  generally  introduced. 
The  afTemblies  of  the  princefs  Santa  Croce 
are  only  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  cardinal  di 
Bernis,  There  we  found  a  conftant  Pha- 
raoh bank,  though  I  believe  exprefsly  for- 
bidden by  government ;  you  may  fuppofe 
that  this  breach  of  law  ,is  not  very  uncom- 
mon, when  1  tell  you  that  the  legiflators 
C  c  4  themfelves 
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themfelves    frequently   countenance    it   by 
their  prcfence.     The   contimon    people  are 
remarkable  above  all  the  other  Italians  for 
their   tafte  in    mufick,    confequently   their 
conriic  opera  is  mod  adoiirable,  though  the 
perfornnefs  are  all  eunuchs,  no  a6trefles  being 
permitted  to  fing.     However,   they  have  fo 
much  the  appearance  of  women    when   in 
their  drefs,  that  an  Englifli  gentleman  of 
our  acquaintance,  who  went  more  to  gra- 
tify his  eye  than  his  ear,  was  fo  much  in 
raptures  with  one  of  them,  that  he  declared, 
to  the  great  auiufement  of  his  countrymen, 
who   were  in  the  fccret,    She  was   the  moft 
leauttful  girl  he  had  ever  Jeeuy  and  the  next 
day  wrote  it  a  billet  deux.     This  opera  is 
conftantly  attended  by  a  well-known   cha- 
racter, that  once  fet  all  England  in  a  fer- 
ment, but  how  reduced,   how  altered   from 
what  he  was!  you  will  perceive  I  allude  to 
the  Pretender,      He    is    the    only    perfon   in 
Rome    who   is    permitted    to    have   lights 
in  his  box,   and  indeed   1  believe  this  to  be 
the  only  mark  of  diftindlion  he  now  receives. 
His  face  is  turned  to  the  performers,  but 

he 
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he  continually  keeps  his  head  down,  and 
fcenis  infenfiblc  to  every  objed  that  fur- 
rounds  him.  He  never  appears  but  with 
the  infignia  of  the  garter,  and  I  have  once 
or  twice  feen  him  take  up  his  George,  and 
examine  it  with  great  attention.  It  is  (as 
i  hear)  the  fame  that  his  anceftor  Charles 
the  1ft  gave  bi(hop  Juxton  immediately 
before  his  execution.  A  few  years  ago  he 
was  married  to  a  fecond  wife,  but  flie, 
with  many  of  his  followers,  deferted  him 
for  fairer  profpedls ;  their  place  however  is 
fupplied  by  his  natural  daughter  whom  he 
has  created  duchefs  of  Albany.  She  has 
the  charadter  of  an  amiable  woman.  I  only 
know  that  fhe  is  not  handfome,  as  the  fmall- 
pox  has  made  great  havock  on  her  features. 
We  meet  her  in  every  company,  but  never 
the  Pretender,  nor  the  cardinal  of  York. 
There  is  not  the  leaft  refemblance  between 
the  brothers,  but  the  cardinal  is  very  like 
the  portraits  I  have  ken  of  Charles  the  lid. 

It  is   impoflible    to     have   a   numerous 
Acquaintance    at  Rome  without  paying  a 

very 
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very  heavy  tax  for  it,  as  the  morning  after 
you  have  left  your  letters  or  cards  at  any 
houfe,  and  when  you  take  leave,  your  doors 
are  beiieged  by  a  legion  of  fervants  for 
what  they  call  the  mancia^  or  vails.  This 
fcandaious  cuftom  is  peculiar  to  Rome,  and 
tmiverfally  adopted  here;  what  is  ftill  more 
fcandaious,  the  mafters  are  not  only  privy 
to  it,  but  (bare  in  the  fpoil,  as  the  wages 
of  their  numerous  beggars  in  livery  arc 
fmall,  from  the  certainty  of  their  being 
made  up  to  them  by  the  contributions  they 
draw  from  foreigners,  which  in  many  houfes 
is  very  confiderable.  Should  the  naoney 
oiven  be  lefs  than  they  exped,  you  are 
liable  to  fon>e  marked  infult  in  your  vifits. 
Is  it  not  furprifmg  that  the  cardinal  de 
Bernis  (hould  fully  his  hofpitality,  by  per- 
mitting fuch  an  infamous  ufage  ?  But  fo  it 
is,  to  the  difgrace  and  reproach  of  all  the 
nobility  at  Rome.  The  difpofitions  of  the 
people  are  fo  vindi<5live  and  fanguinary, 
that  the  commonalty  are  forbidden,  under 
pain  of  perpetual  flavery  in  the  galleys, 
to  carry  Lnives  about  them  j  but  this  pro- 
hibition 
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hibition  has  unfortunately  not  Icflcned  the 
number   of   murders.     On   coming  out  of 
St.   Peter's  the  other  day,   I   was   addreflcd 
for  charity  by  a  tall   ill-looking  fellow  in  a 
/habby   blue   cloak,  who  told   me,  by  way 
of  exciting    my   compafTion,    that  he    was 
a  poor  ajjajfin.     I  had   the  curiofity  to  know 
fomething  of  this  amiable  ftrangcr  in  dif- 
trcfs,  who,  according  to  the  common  cuftom, 
had  taken  refuge  under  the  inviolable  por- 
tico of  this  church  \  and   therefore  put  my 
laquais  de   place    to   interrogate  him,    b«t 
all   in   vain  j    he   would    tell    me   nothing, 
except   that   he  fhould   be    very  happy   to 
afTift  me  in   his  way.     I   turned  from  him 
with   horror,    which   was    farther   increafed 
by  my  refle'^lions  on  the  morals  of  a  people 
among  whom  murder   is   profefiional,  and 
men  live  by  blood. 

Great  inconvenience  is  experienced  here 
from  the  immenfe  quantity  of  ragged  paper 
money,  which  is  payable  only  at  the  Monte 
di  Pieta,  or  place  whence  they  are  firft 
iflbedi  and  there  you  receive  no  nriore  than 

fo 
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fo  much  per  cent,  in  fpecie  -,  for  the  reft 
you  muft  take  a  frefti  bill.  An  undeniable 
inftanee  this  of  wretched  government :  but 
fortunately  we  have  not  felt  the  grievance, 
as  our  banker  Mr.  Jenkins  is  uncommonly 
attentive  to  his  countrymen. 

I  bid  you  adieu,  and  fo  I  fhall  to  Rome 
in  a  few  days. 


LETTER 
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Naples,  Jan.  20th,   1788, 

XJiT  E  travelled  over  the  foundations  of 
the  Appian  way,  which  with  an  aquc- 
du6l  of  the  fame  name  (in  part  dill  extant) 
were  made  at  the  fole  expence  of  Appius 
Claudius,  and  arrived  in  the  evening  at 
T«rracina,  the  Anxur  of  the  Volfcians, 
This  little  town,  or  I  (hould  rather  (ay 
village^  (lands  at  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
the  Paludi  Pontini,  of  which  many  thou- 
fand  acres  have  been  drained  by  the  prefent 
Pope,  who  is  indefatigable  in  forwarding 
this  great  work  ;  but  I  fear  it  is  too  gi-eat 
to  be  completed  by  modern  Romans, 
when  the  ancient  could  not  efFcdt  it.  Thcfe 
extcnfive  tradls  of  morafs  were  probably 
produced  by  one  of  thofe  fudden  and  vio- 
lent convulfions  of  the  earth  to  which  this 
part  of  Burope  is  fo  fubjedt,  as  the  elder 
Pliny  obferves  *,  from  the  authority  of 
Mutianus,  who  had  been  thrice  conful,  that 

•  Book  3d,  Chap.  5th, 

upon 
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upon  the  fame  ground  were  twenty-three 
cities.  On  leaving  Terracina  the  next  morn- 
ing,  we  faw  II  Monte  Circcllo,  which  you 
perceive  dill  retains  the  name  of  its  ancient 
owner  Circe,  This  celebrated  rhountain 
(lands  on  the  Tea  fide.  It  was  (if  the  au- 
thority of  Homer  be  admitted)  an  ifland, 

Kigjivj  evrr^ioaoc-iA,^  *.  Od.  B.  10.  lin.  1 35, 

But  I  rather  fuppofe  that  he,  thinking  an 
infular  fituation  a  more  fuitable  refidencc 
to  his  inchantrefs  than  the  main  land,  gave 
up  his  knowledge  of  geography,  in  this 
inftance,  to  his  poetic  mufc.  A  few  miles 
from  this  place  is  Gaeta,  a  city  named  from 
the  nurfe  of  iEneas,  who  died  there. 

Tu  quoque  littoribus  noftris  iEneia  nutnx 
^ternam  moriens  famam  Caieta  dediHi,  &c.f 
ViRG.  ^N.  vii.  line  i  &  2# 

Imitated. 
*  We  come  to  the  JE2szn  ifle,  where  dwells 
Circe  with  braided  hair. 


Imitated. 
■f  JEnei2ir\  nurfe,  Caieta,  dear  to  fame. 
Thou  to  our  coafts  from  diftant  Iliium  came. 
And  dying  left  them  an  eternal  name. 

And 


I 
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And  to  fhew  you  that  every  ftt'p  we  take  is 
upon  clafllc  ground;  a  little  further  is  the 
filent  Liris  t  (Liriftaciturnus  Amnis)  now 
11  Gariglano,  on  the  banks  of  which  fomc 
fay  the  firft  battle  between  Pyrrhus  and  the 
Ronnans  was  fought,  though  others  fuppofe, 
and  with  nciofe  probability,  it  was  on  thofe 
of  the  Siris,  near  Tarentum  in  Magna 
Graecia..  We  croficd  it  in  a  ferry  boat,  and 
on  the  pafiage  were  told,  that  the  fervant 
of  an  Englifh  noblcnnan  was  aflaflinated 
there  a  few  years  ago  by  one  of  the  poftil- 
lions  who  drove  his  mafter's  carriage,  in 
confequence  of  fome  trivial  difpute  about 
the  buona  mano,  or  money  he  had  given 
him.  I  was  forry  to  learn  upon  farther 
enquiry,  that  the  villain  had  efcaped.  The 
Liris  divided  Latium  from  Campania,  near 
its  mouth  were  the  marfhes  of  Minturnae, 
in  which  you  may  remember,  that  Marius 
in  his  fcventieth  year,  when  driven  from 
Rome  by  Sylla,  took  refuge,  and  to  avoid 
difcovery,  pafled  a  night  up  to  his  chin  in 

f  Liris— a  fiJent  brook, 

mud 
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mud  and  water.— Happy  were  it  for  Rom^ 
had  he  died  there. 

We  found  the  road  mofl:  excellent,  and 
foon  arrived  at  modern  Capua.  The  ruins 
of  the  ancient  city  (the  principal  of  which 
is  an  amphitheatre  almoft  entire)  are  a  mile 
and  a  half  higher  up  the  country.  I  am 
perfuaded  that  the  mere  mention  of  this 
once  luxurious  place  will  remind  you  of 
Hannibal,  and  his  fatal  error  after  the  vic- 
tory of  Cannas.  From  Capua  we  foon 
came  to  Naples. 

On  the  coaft  of  the  Campagna  Felice, 
the  paradife  of  Italy,  and  at  the  extremity 
of  a  deep  and  fecure  bay,  not  lefs  than 
80  miles  in  circuit,  whofe  fhores  offer  to 
the  enraptured  beholder  every  thing  that 
is  in  nature  fublime  and  beautiful,  is  this 
celebrated  city.  Notwithftanding  every 
impediment  to  population,  fuch  as  religious 
celibacy,  frequent  affafTination,  and  that 
extreme  poverty  which  prevails  among  the 
lower  orders  of  the  people,  in  confequence 
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oF  bad  government,  ill  adrriiniftered  ;  the 
inhabitants  of  Naples  amount  to  340,000 
fouls,  a  number  exceeded  by  no  city  iti 
Europe  5  London,  Paris,  and  Conftantinople 
excepted.  It  is  upon  the  whole  irregularly 
built,  but  contains  many  noble  palaces. 
The  Strada  di  Toledo  is  the  principal  ftrcet, 
which  is  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  fecond 
order  in  London.  I  rerriember  being  (hewn 
fome  polifhed  (labs  of  lava  as  a  great  curi- 
dfity  a  few  months  before  I  left  England> 
but  here  I  Walk  on  nothing  elfe,  as  all 
Naples  is  paved  with  it.  Though  hard  as 
marble,  I  ihould  fuppofe  it  too  porous  for 
the  conftrudion  of  houfes.  We  have  been 
fo  accuftomed  to  the  magnificent  edifices 
of  Romej  that  few  buildings  at  Naples 
attra(fl  our  attention  j  but  there  is  one,  the 
theatre  of  St.  Carlo,  which  is  fuperior  to 
any  thing  of  the  kind  we  have  ever  feen ; 
being  at  lead  equal  to  that  of  Milan  in 
dimenfions,  and  far  before  it  in  decoration. 
On  a  gala  night,  when  the  houfe  is  ilta- 
minated,  it  prcfents  one  of  the  mod  bril- 
liant fpedacles  imaginable;  as  a  profufion 
Vol.  I.  D  d  ^'      of 
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of  mirrors,  other  glaffes,  and  reverberators, 
affifl:  and    nriultiply   the    light,    and   confc- 
quently  difplay   to  the  greateft   advantage 
the  carving,  gilding,   &c.     The  palace   in 
which  the  king  refides  is  contiguous  to  St. 
Carlo,  but  contains  nothing   reniarkable  in 
fculpture,  painting,  or  other  furniture,  whilft 
in  that  of  the  Capo  di  Monte,  which,  I  be- 
lieve, he  never  inhabits,  are  the  choicefl  col- 
lections of  piflures,  medals,  gems,  &c.  among 
the  latter  is  a  famous  onyx,  eight  inches  in 
diameter,  reprefenting  in  cameo,  on  the  one 
fide,  Medufa's  head  :  and  on  the  other  the 
apotheofis  of  Hadrian.     Though  probably 
the  largeft   gem    in  the   world,    it   is   lefs 
interefting   on  that  account,    than  for   the 
beauty  of  its  engraving,  which  is  inimitable. 
Having  faid  fo  much  of  the  city,   I  fhall 
proceed  to  the  environs  and  bay  of  Naples, 
the  laft  of  which  the  eye  covers,  as  it  were, 
at  a  glance  from  the  windows  of  our  apart- 
ments.    The  famous  grotto  of  Paufilipo  is 
perhaps  the  mod  ftupendous  effort  of  labour 
in  the  world.  '  Naples  being  excluded  by 
the  mountain  of  this  name,  which  is  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  behind  it,  from  a  free  commu- 
nication  with  the  country,  Agrippa  formed 
the  defign  of  cutting  a  fubterraneous  paf- 
fage  through  the  folid  rock  (for  fo  it  is) 
from  the  one  to  the  other  fide ;  and  entrufled 
the  execution  of  it  to  two  freedmcn,  who 
had  ftudied    archite(5lure.      It  is  in   length 
'2315  feet,  from  16  to  20  in   breadth,  and 
from  40  to  60  in  height.     From  the  top  of 
the  mountain  to  the  center  of  the  grotto  is 
an  aperture  cue  for  the  purpofe  of  admitting 
into  it  air  and  light ;  but  the  laft  is   ftill  fo 
fcanty,  that  fome  perfon  of  authority,  who 
knew   how  to  convert  the  grofs  fuperftition 
of   the     Neapolitans     to    their   advantage, 
creded  an  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary  in  t!ie 
mod  obfcure  part  of  the  cavern,  preaiTured 
that  they  would  never  fuffer  fo  revered  a 
figure  to  remain  in  the  dark,  but  chearfully 
contribute  their  alms  to  fupply  her  fhrine 
with  lamps.     On  the  hill  near  the  entrance 
of  this  grotto  is  a  fmall  fquare  ruin  called 
Virgil's  Tomb}  but  to  believe  that  it  is  fo, 
I    require    more  fatisfadory  evidence  than 
the  mere  traditionary  opinion  of  the  Nea- 

D  d  2  politans. 
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politans.     We  always   make   our   country 
excurfions  in  calefe,  or  light  whilkeys,  which 
{land   for  hire  in  Naples,    as  our  hackney 
coaches  in  London,  &c.    becaufe  they  are 
much  pleafanter  than  a  carriage,  and  being 
drawn   by  excellent  ponies,  infinitely  more 
expeditious.     In    thefc  we   often   pafs   the 
grotto  of  Paufilipo,  and  ever  with  all  pof- 
fible  hade,  the  duft  and  confined  air  being 
fo  ofFenfive.     The  road  on  the  other  fide 
leads  to  the  coaft  oppofue   the  iflands  of 
Ifchia  and  Procida,  than  which  no  maritime 
fcenery  can  be  more   delightful ;  and  per- 
haps you  will   give  me  full  credit   for  this 
aflertion,  when  I  tell  you,  it  is  the  country 
in   which  Virgil  placed  his  Elyfian  fields, 
and  Cicero,  Lucullus,  &c.  Sec.  their  villas. 
At  Puzzuoli,  the  ancient  Puteoli,    we  be- 
held   magnificent    ruins,    particularly    the 
entire  ground-work  of  a  temple  facred  to 
the  Egyptian  deity  Serapis,  which  has  been 
lately  difcovered.     About  a  mile  from  this 
place  is  the  Zolfatara,  a  fmall  oval  plain, 
the  foil  of  which  is  one  continued   ftratum 
of  fulphur.     It  is  furrounded  by  little  hills, 

having 
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having  been  the  crater  of  a  volcano,  from 
which  the  lad  eruption   was  in    1198.     Ic 
(till  has  many  mouths,  which  emit  a  hot 
fiilphureous   fleam,    and  is  hollow   below, 
as  we  perceived  by  the  found  of  our  feet 
in  walking  over  it.    I  am  fatisfied  its  ma- 
gazines   of   (jombuftible    matter    are   now 
augmenting  for  fome  terrible  explofion  that 
may    happen  fooner   than    expedled.     Not 
far  from  this  place  is  the  lake  Agnano,  a 
circular  piece  of  water  full  of  fifh,   parti- 
cularly of  tench,  and  I  might  fay  covered 
with  moor-hens,    which  are  preferved   for 
the  king's  diverfion,  when  he  either  fifhes 
^r  (hoots.     Upon  the  borders  are  fulphu- 
reous  fvveating   baths,    which    we   had   the 
curiofuy  to  enter,  but  were  foon  compelled 
to  leave,  by  the  too  powerful  heat  of  the 
vapour.     They  ^re  ufed  by  many  who  are 
afflided   with   the   gout,   rheumatifm,  &c. 
and  efteemed  a  fovereign  remedy  for  fuch 
^iforders.      Near    thefe    is   a  fmall    cavern 
in  a  rock  called  La  Grotta  del  Cane,  from 
which  mephitic   effluvia  exhale   fo  power- 
fplly,  that  within  a  foot  of  the  ground  they 

P  d  3  "   prevent 
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prevent  refpiration.    It  was  called  del  Cane, 
from  the  cruel  cuftoiti  of  fhevving  people 
its  effe6t  upon  dogs,  kept  for  the  purpofe. 
In  oppofition  to  every  thing  v^e  could  fay 
-to  the  contrary,    this   was    done  when  we 
were  there.    The  poor  animal    (who  from 
frequent    experience   was    apparently   con- 
fcious  of  his    unfeeling  mailer's  intention) 
being  put  into  the  grotto  became  inftantly 
convulfed  ;  but  on  being  thrown  into  the 
lake,  he  as  quickly  recovered,    and  fwam 
to  fhore.     To  return  to  Puzzuoli,  I  muft 
obferve  to  you,  that  the  pleafant  coaft  of 
Baioe  is  divided  from  this  town   by  a  bay 
two  miles  and  a  half  acrofs,   over   which 
Caligula,  that  monfler  of  pride  and  cruelty, 
in  vain  attempted  to  build  a  bridge  of  (lone. 
His  intention  by   this  work  was  to  appear 
more  powerful  than  Xerxes  when  he  pafTed 
the  Hellefpont,  but  his  vanity  was  not  gra- 
tified ;  for  when  the  artificers  came  to  the 
middle  of  the  channel,  they   found  it  too 
deep  to  proceed  :  he  was  therefore  obliged 
to  make  ufe  of  boats  chained  together,  as 
a  fubftitutc  for  his  intended  building.    The 

ruins 
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ruins  are  dill  extant,  and  appear  like  an 
immenfe  caiifeway  in  the  fea.  Near  the 
extrennity  of  this  bay  are  the  remains  of 
Cunnae,  the  oldeft  city  upon  the  wcftern 
coaft  of  Italy,  founded,  as  fonne  fay,  by  a 
colony  of  Chalcians  from  ^ubasa,  or  as 
others  by  adventurers  from  Cumse  of  JEolis 
in  Afia  Minor.  It  was  inhabited  as  late  as 
the  year  1207,  when  the  Saracens  utterly 
deftroyed  it.  The  cattle  gate- way  however 
Hill  remains  entire.  This  charming  coafl 
is  worthy  of  all  that  praife  which  the  Ro- 
man poets  have  bellowed  on  it.  The  moft 
elegant  and  defcriptive  profe  is,  in  my  opi- 
nion, infufficient  to  do  it  juttice.  Though 
now  in  the  depth  of  winter  the  air  is  as  fofc 
as  your  fummer  breezes.  The  fea  is  calm, 
the  fky  clear,  and  all  nature  wears  her 
kindeft  afpe6L 

Hie  ver  afliduum,  atque  allenis  menfibus  aeftas. 
Bis  gravida  pecudes,  bis  pomis  utilis  arbos  *. 

ViRG,  G-EORG.  lib.  iii.  1.  149  &  i^q. 

Imitated. 
*  Here  Tpring  and  fummer  every  feafon  fhare. 
The  cattle  twice  bring  forth,  and  twice  the  fruit-trees  bear. 

D  d  4  Near 
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Near  the  fcite  of  Cumse  is  II  Capo  di 
Mifeno,  a  bold  promontory  that  bends  over 
the  fea,  and  was  thus  named  after  Mifenus^ 
the  trumpeter  of  Hedor,  and  the  companion 
of  ^ncas.  Virgil,  who  is  always  of  our 
party  in  thefe  excurfions  to  this  his  favourite 
country,  being  the  beft  and  mod  agreeable 
guide,  tells  you  that  Mifenus,  for  his  pre- 
fumption  in  fuppofing  himfelf  a  better 
trumpeter  than  the  gods,  was  thrown  by 
Triton  into  the  fea  under  this  mountain, 
where  he  loft  his  life.  The  poet  having 
defcribed  his  funeral,  and  the  grief  of  his 
cooipanionSj  makes  the  following  conclu- 
fion  of  the  ftory. 

At  plus  iEneas  ingenti  mole  fepulcrum 
Impofuit,  fuaque  arma  viro,  remumq.  tubamque 
Monte  fub  acrio,  qui  nunc  Mifenus  ab  illo 
Plcitur,  aeternumque  tenet  per  fascula  nomen  *. 

ViRG,  ^N.  vi.  1.  235. 

Imitated. 

•  High  on  a  hill  his  tomb  JEneas  placed. 

With  his  own  arms,  his  oar  and  trumpet  graced, 

A  hill  from  him  Mifenus  call'd,  that  fame 

To  times,  remoteft  age,  might  bear  his  honor'd  name. 

Within 
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Within   a  fmall   circuit   are  the    prifons 
and  baths  of  Nero  :  the  Elyfian  fields  now 
over-run  with  vines  :  the  ruins   of  feveral 
temples,    &c :     the   river   Acheron :    mare 
morto :    pifcina  mirabile,    which  feems   to 
have   been  an  immenfe  refervoir  of  water : 
and  the  lake  Avernus.     The  lad  of  thefe, 
being  the  fubjedt  of  one  of  the  mod  finifhed 
pictures  of  fo  great  a  mafter  of  defcription 
as  the  Mantuan  bard,  is  particularly  inter- 
cfting.     You   may    fuppofe    then   that  we 
viewed  it  with  all  the  rapture  that  fine  rural 
fcenery,   thus  heightened  to  perfedbion  by 
the   fidion     and   enchanting   language     of 
poetry,  can  create  in  imaginations  fo  alive 
to  its  impreflion  as   ours.     We  defcended 
its  deep  banks,    which,    till  cut  down   by 
Agrippa,  were  covered  with  venerable  groves 
of  ilex,  to  the  ruined  temple  of  Apollo. 

**  Arces  quibus  altus  Apollo 

**  Praefidet*."  Virg.  JEn.  vI.  1.  lo^ 

Imitated. 
f  The  tow'rs  o'er  which  the  god  of  day  prefides. 

Part 
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Part  of  which  (lands  in  this  ckar  and  filent 
lake.  In  the  furrounding  hill  is  the  grotto 
of  the  Cuniisean  Sibyl. 

Quse  rupe  fub  ima 
Fata  canit,  foliifque  notas  et  nomina  mandat. 
Qucecunque  in  tbliis  defcripfit  carmina  virgo 
Digerit  in  nurnerum  atque  antro  feclufa  relinquit. 
Ilia  manent  immota  locis,  neque  ab  ordine  cedunt, 
Verum  eadem  verfo  tenuis  cum  cardine  ventus 
Impulit,  et  teneras  turbavit  janua  frondes, 
Nunquam  deinde  cavo  voiitautia  prendere  faxO, 
Nee  revocare  fitus,  aut  jungere  carmina  curat, 
Inconfulti  abeunt  fedemque  odere  Sibyllas  *. 

ViRG.  ^N.iv.  1.  452. 

Each  having  taken  a  guide  (Dundas  being 
with  us)  we  determined  to  explore  this 
manfion  of  prophecy.  In  the  middle  of  a 
lono-  pafifage  (which  like  that  of  Paufilipo 

Imitaterl. 
•  Who  in  deep  cave  declares  what  fate  conceals. 
And  names  and  figns  by  written  leaves  reveals. 
On  thefe  ftie  writes  whatever  the  god  infpires. 
Lays  them  in  form,  and  to  her  den  retires. 
There  they  remain  ranged  in  prophetic  verfe. 
Yet  (hould  a  breath  of  wind  thefe  leaves  difperfe. 
She  never  cares  to  call  them  back  again.  -j 

But  e'er  confulted  by  the  fons  of  men,  > 

er  den.        3 


Far;,  far  they  fly,  and  feeni  to  hate  her 


IS 
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is  cut  through  the  hill)  we  turned  on  the 
right,  and  by  torchlight  defcended  a  narrow 
alley,  until  our  progrefs  was  obftrufled  by 
water.  Finding  it  not  deep,  we  made  our 
condufbors  take  off  their  (hoes  and  ftock- 
ings,  and  got  on  their  backs,  each  rider 
carrying  his  flambeaux.  We  foon  entered 
a  fquare  apartment,  in  which  we  found  two 
baths,  and  from  this  went  into  a  fmaller 
room,  both  overflowed  with  water  knee 
deep.  Determined  to  proceed,  we  looked 
for  the  paflTage  that  fhould  lead  us  onward, 
but  to  our  great  mortification  found  that 
the  earth  had  fallen  in,  and  choked  it. 
Our  intention  was  to  have  walked  directly 
through,  there  being  (as  reported)  another 
entrance  at  Cums  This  cavern  too  is  no- 
ticed by  Ovid,  who  mikes  it  his  palace  of 
fleep. 

Eft  prope  Cimerios  longo  fpelunca  recefTu 
Mons  cavus,  ignavi  domus,  ct  penetralia  fomni,  &c.* 
Ovid.  Met.  lib.  ii.  1.  592. 

Imitated. 

♦  There  is  a  den  near  the  Cimeiian  fhore, 
Whofe  deep  recefs  no  mortal  can  explore. 
The  flumb'rous  feat  of  floth— th'  abode  of  fleep. 

1  fhould 
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1  [hould  fuppofe  that  the  lake  Avernus  was, 
but  at  a  time  antecedent  to  the  annals  of 
hiftory,  the  crater  of  a  volcano,  the  cir- 
cumference is  not  lefs  than  a  mile  and  three 
quarters,  the  water  deep,  tranfparenr,  and 
well  tailed.  When  its  banks  were  covered 
v/ith  wood,  the  air  being  too  confined,  ^nd 
charged  with  the  vapour  of  the  ftagnate 
water,  was  fo  fatal  to  refpiration,  that 
Virgil  tells  you  the  birds,  which  attempted. 
to  fly  over,  fell  lifelefs  into  the  lake,  an4 
that  it  was  thence  called  Ao§m5. 

Quem  fuper  hand  ullae  poterant  impune  volantcs 
Tendere  iter  pennis,  talis  (eCe  halitus  atris 
Faucibus  efFundens,  fupera  ad  convexa  ferebant, 
Unde  loca  Graii  dixerunt  nomine  Aornon  *. 

Mii'  yi.  1.  24Z. 

You  perceive  that  I  have  no  room  to  fay 
any  more,  therefore  I  fhall  beg  leave  to 
cirop  the    fubjed   until  fome    future  day^ 

Imitated, 
*  O'er  which  no  birds  on  buoyant  wing  can  fail. 
Such  fatal  gufts  from  its  dark  throat  exhale  5 
That  from  on  high  precipitate  they  fall. 
And  hence  its  gulf  the  Greeks  Aornon  call, 

when 
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\vhen  probably  I   (hall  have  more  matter, 
and  more  Icifure,  than  T  now  have. 


Naples* 

UPON  the  bay  of  Naples,  four  miles 

fbuth   eaft  of    the  city,    are   the  towns   of 

Refina  and  Portici.     In  the  latter  is  a  royal 

palace  and   a    mufeum,    richer  in   antique 

curiofities  than  all  the  cabinets  of  Europe, 

being  filled  with  a  variety  of  articles  col- 

lefted    from    Herculatieum    and    Pompeii, 

fuch  as  valuable   flatues,  vafcs  of  filver,  of 

bronze,    and  of  glafs  :  inftruments  of  fur- 

gery,  among  which  we    were   fliewn    fome 

for  extrafling  the  (lone,  an  operation  which 

I   had   hitherto    thought    unknown    to  the 

ancients :    weights  1    meafures  :    hooks    and 

fifhing  nets  :    armour  :     weapons :    mufical 

inftruments  :  loaded  dice  larger  than  thofc 

of  the  prefent  day:  metallic  mirrors:  earthen 

ware,  and   glafs,    of  an  inferior  quality   to 

,that    now  made  :  toilet  furniture,  and  even 

provifions,  namely,  figs,  nuts,  currants,  eggs, 

meat,  bread,  corn,  wine,  and  oil,  dried  to 

a  hard 
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a  hard  fubftance ;  in  fhortj  every  thing  that 
could  adminifter  not  only  to  the  neceflities 
and  convenience,  but  to  the  mod  refined 
luxuries  of  life.     One  of  the  rooms  in  this 
mufeum  is  the  exadl  counterpart  of  a  Ro- 
man kitchen,  with  all  its  furniture,  hung 
as  when  difcovered  in  the  original.     Many 
of  the  vefiels  are  fimilar  to  thofe  ufed  at 
prefent,  but  of  fuperior  quality,  being  made 
of  bronze,  and  highly  fini(hed.     The  moft 
interefting  and   mod  valuable  room,  how- 
ever,   is   the   library,    from    the    numerous 
manufcript  rolls  which  it   contains.    What 
a  field   is  here  for  conjedure  I    what  room 
for  hope  !  Among  this  ineflimable  collection 
how  many  great  works  are  there,  of  which 
^ven  the   names  are   now  unknown  !    how 
many  unbroken  volumies,  whofe   very  frag- 
ments  prcferved    in    the    writings   of    the 
ancient  fcholiafls,   convey  to  us  moral  im- 
provement,  information,  and  delight  1  per- 
haps all  the  dramatic  pieces  of  Menanxkr 
and  Philemon,    perhaps,    nay  certainly,  the 
loft  Decades  of  Livy ;  for  it  is  impoirible 
to  fuppofe,  that  among  fo  many  rolls,  the 

mofl: 
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moft   admired  hi  (lory  of  the  people   who 
poflefTed   them   is   not  to   be  found,  what 
private  library  in  Britain  is  without  the  beft 
hiftories  of  England  ?  But  how  I  tremble 
for  their  fituation,  as  Portici  is  built  on  the 
lava  that  overwhelmed  Herculaneum  !  How 
I  tremble  too  for    the  indifference  of  the 
king   of   Naples    towards    this    invaluable 
treafure,  in  which  all   the  mod  enlightened 
people  of   Europe   are  deeply   interefted ! 
When   I  firft  faw   them,  I  had  no  idea  of 
what  they  were,  as  they  refemble  wooden 
truncheons  burnt  almoft  to  charcoal.    They 
are  fo  hard   and   brittle,    that  the  greateft 
caution  mufl   be  ufed  in  removing   them, 
left  they  crumble  to  dud  ;  neverthelefs,  an 
ingenious   friar  of  Genoa,  named   Raggio, 
undertook  to  unroll  them,  and  by  a  moft 
curious,  though  tedious  procefs,  fo  far  fuc- 
cecded,  as  to  tranfcribe  three  Greek  Trea- 
tifes  on  Phiiofophy  and  Mufick  -,  but  find- 
ing   (as  I   hear)    no  other   encouragement 
than  his  falary,  which  was  but  little  more  than 
you  pay  fomeof  your  fcrvants,  the  work  was 
unhappily  difcontinued.    Were  thefe  manu- 

fcripts 
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fcripts  in  England,   they  would   not  lori^ 
remain  a  fecret  to  the  world.     On  leaving 
the  palace  we  defcended  by  (lairs  cut  out 
of  the  lava,  not  lefs  than  fifty  feet  to  the 
buried  city  of   Herculaneumj    but  it  was 
by  no  means  as  interefting  as  I  expedled. 
When  at  the   bottom  we  thought  ourfelves 
in  an   immenfe   quarry,   and  faw  only  the 
orcheftra   of  a    theatre,    and    part  of   the 
forum,  which  were  fo  involved  in  obrcurity> 
as  to  be  fcarce  difcernible.     The  difficulty 
and  expence  of  working  through  the  folid 
lava  is  fo  great,  that  few  difcoverics  have 
been  made,  and  it  was  found  necefTary  to 
fill  up  many  of  the  excavations,  left  the 
foundations  of   Portici   {hould    be   injured 
by  them.     But  it  is  very  different  at  Pom- 
peii.    This  place  is  about  nine  miles  from 
Herculaneum,    being  covered  not  by  lava, 
but  afbes,  it  has  been   cleared  with   little 
difficulty,  fo  that  an   entire  ftreer,   befides 
feveral  detached  houfes,  are  laid  open.     In 
the   fuburbs   are    the   foldiers    barracks,    a 
fquare    building   admirably    planned.     We 
perceived  on  the  walls  feveral  names  fcratch- 

cd 
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cd  out  with  a  knife,  or  fome  fuch  inftru^ 
ment,  particularly  Cn.  BalbuSy  Lu.  Jun. 
Rufus^  &c.  &c.  and  were  infornned,  that 
among  thenaany  fkelctons  found  here  (fome 
of  which  we  faw)  four  were  difcovered  in 
the  prifon  of  thefe  barracks  with  their  legs 
confined  in  a  flocks.  Thefe  poor  wretches 
were  unable  to  liberate  themfelves,  and 
forgotten  in  the  general  confufion.  Having 
entered  the  town  gate,  we  found  the  ftreet 
narrow,  and  the  paveoient  much  damaged, 
and  worn  into  deep  ruts  by  cart-wheels. 
The  houfes,  though  low  (none  of  them 
being  above  two  (lories  high)  confifl:  of 
feveral  fmall  apartments  (luccoed  and  paint- 
ed, the  colours  of  which  are  as  frefh  and 
vivid,  as  if  recently  laid  on.  Each  has  aa 
inner  court,  fome  have  two,  and  in  one 
we  perceived  three,  with  marble  bafons  or 
fountains  in  the  middle.  The  cellars  are 
built  like  cloifters,  being  four  piazzas,  at 
right  angles  one  with  another.  We  found 
in  them  feveral  large  v/ine  jars  of  earthen- 
ware, ranged  aloog  the  walls,  and  if  I  re- 
colled  well,  marked  and  numbered.  You 
Vol.  I.  E  e  may 
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may  fuppofe  that  the  houfes  of  Pompeit 
are  in  high  prefervation,  when  I  tell  you, 
that  we  faw  on  the  fill  of  a  window  ftains  of 
fome  fuch  liquor  as  chocolate  or  coffee, 
made  by  the  bottonn  of  the  cups. 

Herculaneunci  and  Ponfioeii  were  bulk  at 
the  foot  of  Vefuvius,  each  five  miles  diftanc 
from  the  crater.  They  were  both  dellroyed 
A.  D.  y^y  during  the  reign  of  Titus,  but 
in  a  different  manner.  Pompeii,  as  the 
wind  lay  that  way,  was  buried  under  a  heavy 
and  continued  (bower  of  hot  afhes,  and 
pumice  flone,  fo  thick  as  to  darken  that 
part  of  the  country  for  three  days  fuccef- 
fively,  there  being  no  light  but  from  the 
flames  of  Vefuvius,  and  fo  immediate  as  to 
preclude  efcape.  The  fate  of  Herculaneum 
was  Rili  more  fudden,  as  a  deep  torrent  of 
lava  rolled  over  it  to  the  fea.  I  well  re- 
member  that  the  younger  Pliny,  in  one  of 
his  letters  *  relating  the  manner  of  his 
uncle's  death,  who  was  fuffocated  here  in 
attempting  to  fave  his  friend  Pomponianus, 

*  See  Epiftle  the  i6th  of  the  6th  Book. 

and 
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and  others  of  the  wretched  inhabitants,  has 
left  a  nfioft  interefting  account  of  this  tre- 
mendous eruption,  the  appearance  of  which, 
is  (if  I  miftake  not)  finely  given  by  Mar- 
tial in  a  fingle  line. 

Cundlajacent  flammis  et  trlfti  merfa  favilla  *. 

Martial,  lib.xiv.  Epigr.  42 — 44.  1.  6. 

In  rcfleding  on  this  fubje<fl  I  have  often 
been  furprized  that  the  Romans  never  at- 
tempted to  lay  open  thefe  cities,  but  what 
more  furprifes  me  is,  that  the  Neapolitans 
fhould  build  their  palaces  and  villas  on  the 
very  fpot  where  Herculaneum  was  loft. 
At  every  eruption  they  fly  to  Naples,  but 
as  what  has  happened  may  happen  again, 
deftru6lion  no  lefs  fudden  than  that  of  79 
may  come  upon  them,  and  perhaps  in 
future  ages  travellers  will  vifit  the  lubter- 
raneous  towns  of  Refina  and  Portici,  as  we 
now  do  that  of  Herculaneum.  Being  very 
dcfirous  of  looking  down  the  mouth  of  the 
volcano,    we  took  guides  and  mules,  and 

Imitated. 
•  AU  is  involved  in  flame,  or  mournful  embers  funk, 

E  e  2  rode 
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rode  up  its  fides  through  the  vineyards  that 
produce  the  Lacryma  ChrlPci  and  Hermitage 
wines,  which,  ]ikemany  other  things,  have, 
in  my  opinion,  more   fame  than  excellence. 
Thefe  vines  grow  in   the  dark  blue  afhes 
and  cinders  of  the  mountain.    When  arrived 
at  a  certain  point,  we  alighted,  and  purfued 
the  way  on  foot,  as  it  was  much   too  fleep 
for  even  mules  to  climb.     After  two  hours 
afcent,  we  got  within  five  or  fix  hundred 
yards  of  our  deftination.     This  point  was 
once   the   fummit  of   Vefuvius,    but   late 
eruptions  have  raifed   ic  confiderably,  and 
given  it  another  top.     Here  we   found  ic 
impolTibk  to  proceed  without  going  round 
the    mountain,    which    we   did,    but    with 
great  difficulty,  as  the  foggy  fleams  of  ful- 
phur  almoft  prevented  our  breathing,  and 
the  heat  of  the  ground  had  confumed  our 
thick  fhoes  to  a  cinder.    Having  at  length 
gained  the  brink  of  the  crater,  which,  like 
an    immenfe  cauldron,    emitted   a   vapour 
that  made  it  impofTible  to  fee  the  contents 
until  the  wind  fhould  difperfe  it,  we  waited 
fome  time  with  great  patience.     But  Po^ 

CQCk^ 
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cock,  finding  the  fmoke  too  opprefTive, 
was  obliged  to  retire.  I  however  deter- 
mined to  remain  as  long  as  poffible,  and 
happily  my  perfeverance  was  crowned  with 
fuccefs,  for  a  fudden  gufi:  entirely  cleared 
the  mouth,  and  gave  me  a  full  view  of  it. 
Inftead  of  feeing,  as  I  expeded,  a  vaft: 
gulf  with  fides  of  fhaggy  and  projedling 
rocks,  1  beheld  a  fine  floping  bafon  formed 
as  regularly  as  if  it  had  been  a  work  of  art, 
the  circumference  of  which  is  about  500 
paces.  In  it  were  layers  of  fulphur  of  dif- 
ferent colours  beautifully  clear,  and  at  the 
bottom,  about  eighty  yards  deep,  I  per-i 
ceived  three  mouths,  but  no  fire  or  flame. 
It  is  a  cuftom  with  the  guides  to  fnout 
whenever  a  breeze  of  wind  cleas  the  crater 
of  its  fmoke.  On  this  occafion  I  was  fur- 
prifed  to  hear,  in  addition  to  my  man's  voice, 
a  loud  Englifh  huzza  ^  on  looking  about  me 
I  perceived  a  true  John  Bull,  who,  when 
he  had  almoft  cracked  his  windpipe  with 
hollowing,  fwore  that  this  was  the  mod 
wonderful  fight  he  had  ever  feen.  He  was 
the  mafter  of  a  merchant  ^fhip  in  the  bay 

E  e  3  of 
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of  Naples,  and  had  come  up  to  fee  the 
crater  of  Vefuviusj  into  which,  infenfible 
of  the  danger,  he  would  have  defcended 
had  1  not  prevented  him,  and  by  fo  doing, 
I  flatter  myfelf  that  I  have  preferved  for 
my  country  one  of  its  mofr  valuable  citi- 
zens— an  able  and  intrepid  feaman. 

Some  days  after  this  expedition  to  Vefu- 
vius  we  vifucd  the  palace  of  Caferta,  which 
1  had  heard  was  the  mod  magnificent  in 
Europe  j  but  conceive  our  difappointmenC 
when  in  an  immenfe  houfc,  the  external 
appearance  of  which  is  indeed  full  of  pro- 
mife,  we  could  praife  only  the  chapel,  the 
theatre,  and  grand  flair-cafe.  Thefe  are 
very  noble,  and  difplay  a  profufion  of  the 
richefl:  and  rarcft  marbles.  The  gardens, 
with  their  cafcades  and  bafons  of  water, 
though  a  la  Frangoife,  are  not  undeferving 
of  attention.  From  thefe  we  had  a  mod 
grateful  profpedi:  of  all  the  Campagna  Fe- 
lice, Mount  Vefuvius,  &c.  &c.  &c.  Ca- 
ferta is  fixteen  miles  from  Naples  ;  we  were 
perfuaded  to  go  about  a  league  and  a  half 

further 
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farther  to  fee  a  modern  aquedud  that  fup* 
plied  the  palace  with  water.  It  was  built 
by  the  late  king  of  Naples  over  a  deep  valley, 
from  one  mountain  to  another.  The  archi- 
tecture is  very  praife- worthy,  as  it  is  not 
only  folid,  but  alfo  light  for  an  edifice  of 
this  kind.  Near  it  are  the  celebrated  Fer- 
culiE  Caudinse,  where  the  Roman  army, 
being  drawn  into  ambufh  by  the  Samnites, 
were  compelled  to  pafs  under  the  yoke. 
Livy,  whom  I  have  been  juft  reading  on 
this  fubjefl:,  indicates  the  (Irong  fenfe  of 
Ihame  that  the  vanquifhed  felt  on  the  occa- 
fion  in  this  exprefTive  fentence :  "  Quum 
ex  faltu  evafifient,  etfi  velut  ab  infe- 
ris  extradi,  turn  primum  lucem  afpicere 
vifi  funt,  tamen  ipfa  lux  ita  deforme  intu- 
entibus  a^men,  omni  morte  triftior  fuit.**- 
Book  ix.  Chap.  6. 

We  think  ourfelves  particularly  fortunate 
in  having    been   introduced   to    focicty    ac 

*  When  they  had  come  out  of  the  foreft,  like  men  lalftd 
from  the  (hades  below,  they  firft  beheid  tne  Jightj  but  that 
light  was  to  all  more  lamentable  than  death,  as  it  fliewed 
them  their  own  army  reduced  to  luch  ignominy. 

E  e  4  Naples, 
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Naples,  as  few  Englifhmen  know  more  of 
it^at  their  departure,  than  they  do  on  their 
arrival.     Indeed   we    expedled    this   intro- 
dudion  to  tai<.e  place  through  the  medium 
of  Sir  William  Hamilton,  the  Britidi  mi- 
nifter,  efpecially,  as  exclufive  of  the  public 
and  private  letters  we  Had  for  him,  he  was 
intimately  acquainted  with  Sir  George  Po- 
cock,  but  we  were  miftaken.    He  did  us  the 
honor  of  prefenting  us  at  court,  and  of  in- 
viting us  to  dinner  twice  at  Naples,  and  once 
at  his  villa  in  Caferta,  during  a  refidcnce  of 
two  months.     We  were   by  another  gentle- 
man introduced  to  Monfieur  deTaleyrande, 
the  French  ambaffador,  at  whofe   houfe  we 
met,  and  made  acquaintance  with   the  firft 
company  in  Naples.     His  excellency  keeps 
a  fuperb  table,  from  whiCh  he  infilled  that 
our   mauvaife    honte  Angloife   fliould   not 
deter  uf,  and  indeed  we  are  obliged  to  dine 
there  fcldom  lefs  than  three  times  a  week. 
We  found  the  court  very  brilliant,  and  the 
king  very  gay  ;   for  as  Sir  William  was  read- 
ing over  the  hard  EngUJh  names  of  the  gen- 
tlemen he  prefented,  his  majefty  burfl:  out 

a   laughing 
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a  laughing  in  the  middle,  made  his  bow, 
and  walked  on.     He  is  extremely  partial  to 
hunting,  (hooting,  filhing,   rowing,   and  a 
thousand  other  things,  in  which  they  fay  he 
is  very  clever.     The  queen  removed  out  of 
the  drawing  room  into  another  apartment, 
in  which  the  officers  of  three  or  four  Nea- 
politan regiments  had  the  honor  of  kiffing 
her  hand,  fo  that  for   an   hour  and  a  half 
.  there  was  nothing  but  kneeling  and  kiffing. 
However,    I   (hould   fuppofe   thi?   was   not 
difagrceable  to  her,  for   fhe  certainly  held 
out  to  them  thefinefi  hand  and  arm  J  ever  Jaw, 

During  the  carnival,  that  grand  Roman 
Catholic     feftival    which    precedes    Lent, 
Naples  is  a  fcene  of  univerfal  jubilee.     Its 
operas,    both  ferious  and   comic,    arc   the 
beft  in  Italy,  the  mufic  being  generally  by 
Paefiello,  who  is  thought  to  be,  and  I  think 
with  great  reafon,  the  fincft  compofer  that 
ever  lived  •,  though  Naples  can  now  boaft 
of   other  great  matters,  fuch  as   Cimarofa, 
Guglielmi,    &c.   &c.      Once    every    week 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  carnival,  the 

theatre 


426  TRAVELS. 

theatre  of  San  Carlo  is  laid  open  for  maf- 
querades,  in  which  there  is  an'infinite  va- 
riety of  chara6ler  and  humour  unknown  in 
England.  At  one  of  thefc  I  was  introduced 
to  the  duchefs  of  San  Clemente,  the  moft 
elegant  and  accomplifhed  woman  of  Naples, 
and  in  her  parties  I  have  fince  generally 
pafTed  my  evenings.  She  is  nearly  related 
to  the  duke  of  Leinfter,  her  mother  the 
marchionefs  Arezzo  being  a  Fitzgerald. 
There  is  another  amufement  on  certain  days 
of  this  feftival,  which  is  peculiar  to  Naples. 
In  the  evening  many  of  the  nobility  mafked, 
and  in  Dominos,  parade  up  and  down  the 
Strada  di  Toledo  in  their  coaches.  Some 
go  in  open  carriages,  armed  with  fhields, 
and  furnidied  with  bags  of  fugar  plumbs 
to  throw  at  all  they  meet.  When  two  of 
ihefe  carriages  pafs  each  other,  a  warm 
en.<7agement  enfues.  Our  party  on  thefe 
occafions  was  generally  made  up  at  the 
French  ambaffador's,  and  confified  of  his 
two  Tons,  the  young  Compte  de  Polignac, 
Pocock,  and  myfcif.  On  Thurfday  lad  we 
had  a  very  fcvere  adlion.    1  obierved  that  one 

of 
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of  the  enemy  behaved  uncommonly  well  ; 
his  exertions  were  at  laft  (o  great,  that  his 
maik  dropped  off,  which  he  haftily  replaced, 
but  not  fo  foon  as  to  prevent  our  feeing  the 
face  of  his  Neapolitan  Majefiy,  Befides,  of 
thefe  diverfions  there  are  (I  believe  every 
week  in  the  year)  two  afiemblies,  or  as 
here  called  Academie  i  one,  confined  to  the 
nobility  is  named  L.  Academia  dei  Nobili  5 
and  the  other,  confiding  of  the  firft  order 
of  citizens,  L.  Academia  degli  Amici  \  their 
entertainment  confills  of  mufic,  dancing, 
cards,  billiards  and  converzacioni  ;  on  our 
arrival  we  were  politely  fent  tickets  of  ge- 
neral admilTion  to  each. 

In  fo  warm  a  country  as  Naples,  the 
inhabitants  during  the  fummer  fleep  the 
greater  part  of  the  day,  and  amufe  them- 
felves  all  night  in  the  open  air,  either  on 
the  Chiaia,  a  beautiful  walk  near  the  fea, 
or  in  their  gardens  on  Mount  Paufilipo, 
&c.  To  their  great  partiality  for  mufic 
muft  be  attributed  that  infamous  cuftom 

among 
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among    the    common    people    of   making: 
eunuchs   of    their   children- — a    cuft-om    in 
every  other  pare  of  Itaiy  forbidden  under 
the  fevered  penalties.     Noc  one   in  fifcy  of 
theic    wrerched    martyrs    to    harmony   and 
avarice   fucceed,    but   fortunately  they    are 
leceived  as  choiriders  by  many  of  the  reli- 
cious  fraternities,  and   are  thus  enabled   to 
gain  a   bare  fubfidcnce.     The  Lazaroni  are 
a  body  of  near  4000   men  peculiar  to   this 
city.     Indeed  in  no  other  country,  to  which 
nature  is  fo  bountiful  than   this,  could  they, 
cxid,  as  they  are   without  any  fettled  em- 
ployment, without  money  :   without   habi^ 
tation,    and    almoft    without   clothes.     On 
our  return   to  our  lodgings  every   night  we 
find   the   ftair-cafe    fo   covered    with    them 
afleep,    that    it    is   with   difficulty  we   pafs 
'without  treading  on  them.     You  may  fup- 
pofe  th^  the  appearance  of  fo  many  ragged 
ill-looking  fellows  at   fiift   alarmed  us;  but 
we  found  they  v/ere  extremely  inoffenHve, 
and   ready   to  run  from  one  end  of  Naples 
to  the  other  for  the  fmalled  gratuity. 

In 
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In  walking  the  (Ireets  I  have  often  been 
robbed  of  my  handkerchief,  the  Neapolitan 
pickpocket  being  a  greater  adept  than  Mr, 
Barrington.  Sonrje  years  fmce  the  boatfwain 
of  an  Englifh  frigate  had  loft  fo  ntiany,  that 
he  dcterniined  to  few  one  to  his  pocket  for 
the  purpofe  of  detefting  t-he  thief.  Having 
done  fo  he  came  on  fhore,  and  had  not 
walked  an  hundred  yards  before  he  felt  a 
pull ;  turning  round  on  the  inflant,  he 
ftruck  the  culprit  with  his  fift  in  the  flo« 
mach,  and  laid  him  breathlefs  on  the  pave- 
ment. Many  people  immediately  affem- 
bled,  and  turning  the  poor  wretch  about, 
were  adonifhed  not  to  perceive  any  marks 
of  blood  j  for  they  fuppofed  it  impofTible 
that  one  man  could  deprive  another  of  his 
fenfes,  without  he  had  in  their  own  com- 
mon way  dabbed  him  to  the  heart.  1  am 
afraid  to  tell  you  how  many  are  killed  and 
wounded  annually  in  this  kingdom  by  the 
coltellata,  or  cut  of  the  knife;  left  you 
fliould  fuppofe  I  romanced,  but  I  afTure 
you  1  have  it  from  the  moft  refpeclable 
authority,  that  there  arc  not  lefs  than  16,000.. 

Thq 
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The  Neapolitan,  you  will  obferve,  never 
flrikes  with  his  fid,  as  an  Englifhnnan  would, 
but  always  with  his  long  knife,  and  when 
he  has  done  the  deed,  no  nnan  ever  thinks 
of  arrefting  him.  A  few  years  fince  an 
afTafTin,  grown  grey  in  murder,  was  by 
fome  unforefeen  accident  taken  up.  He 
not  only  acknowledged  the  crimes  laid  to 
his  charge,  but  mentioned  feveral  others 
unknown.  A  monk  who  was  prefent  hap- 
pened to  fay,  than  probably  too  he  had 
never  confefTed  himfelf,  or  obferved  the 
difcipline  of  the  church.  This  refledlion 
was  too  fevere,  he  loll  all  patience,  and 
addrefling  himfelf  to  the  prieft  with  ex- 
treme anger  and  indignation.  Come  pa- 
dre, mi  fofpettate  dunque  di  non  efler 
Chriftiano  *? 

The  common  people  kill  one  another 
openly,  but  the  better  fort  of  citizens  in 
a  more  refined  manner.  They  have  here, 
and  I  believe  only  here,  the  fecret  of  pre- 

*  How  father  (faid  he)  and  can  you  fufpe^l  me  then  to 
be  no  Chriftian  ? 

paring 
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paring  the  acqua  tofTana,  a  polfon  that  all 
are  by  law  forbidden  either  to  make  or 
keep.  A  gentlennan  of  the  faculty  aflured 
me,  that  its  principal  ingredients  are  can- 
tharides  and  opium.  It  is  as  clear  and  as 
tallelefs  as  water,  flow  in  operation,  but 
fure  in  effedl,  without  producing  any  in- 
ternal inflammation,  or  leaving  any  marks 
that  might  lead  even  to  fufpicion. 

Adieu,     I  am  really  afliamed  of  this  long 
letter. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    XXIL 

P^eftum,  Feb.  i6th,   1788. 

T  F  I  except  my  excurfion  into  Spain,  we 
hud,  previous  to  our  leaving  Naples, 
confined  ourfelves  to  the  common  rout  of 
Englifh  travellers  in  France,  SwiiTerland, 
and  Italy ;  but  the  very  favourable  accounts 
of  the  Calabrias  and  Sicily  determined  us 
to  ftrike  out  a  new  courfe,  and  to  vifit  thofe 
countries,  which  not  only  from  modern 
defcription,  but  from  being  fo  generally 
the  fubject  of  ancient  hiftory,  we  confidered 
as  a  Land  of  Promife.  Having  procured 
every  thing  we  thought  neceflary  to  alleviate 
the  many  difficulties  of  the  journey,  par- 
ticularly letters  of  introdudlion  from  the 
duchefs  of  San-Clemente,  a  good  chart, 
and  a  few  Greek  authors  as  guides,  we  yef- 
terday  embarked  in  a  Maltefe  Speronara, 
or  open  boat,  managed  by  feven  men,  whofe 
appearance  was  quite  new  to  us,  they  being 
a  mongrel  race  between  the  Italian  and 
Moor,    inheriting   all   the  cunning  of  the 

one. 
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one,  and  all  the  fiercenefs  of  the  other  ;^^ 
dangerous  company  you  will  fay,  but  we 
took  care  to  let  thenrl  know  two  things 
efiVntial  to  our  future  fafety ;  firfi:,  that  we 
had  not  money  enough  to  pay  for  their 
boat,  until  we  fhould  arrive  at  MefUna; 
and  againj  that  we  were  expelled  by  fomc 
knights  of  Malta,  who  would  know  of  our 
departure  with  them.  In  failing  down  the 
bay  of  Naples,  our  view  of  the  city,  &c. 
was  inexprefiibly  fine,  all  its  beauties  being 
flufhed  and  heightened  by  the  fetting  fun. 
As  the  hotifes,  from  the  fituation  of  the 
ground  on  which  they  (land,  rife  one 
above  another,  we  were  able  at  a  con- 
fiderable  diflance  to  diftinguifh  thofe  in 
which  we  had  paffed  the  greater  part  of  our 
time  with  people,  whom  it  is  ImpofTible  to 
forget;  or  not  to  admire ;  and  when  nioht 
came  on,  the  lamps,  by  reminding  us  that 
Ihofe  people  would  foon  aflemble,  led  us 
into  no  favourable  comparifon  of  their  fitu- 
ation Vviih  ours.  They,  happy  in  the  foci- 
cty  of  a  feleft  few,  or  charmed  in  their 
brilliant  Academie  with  the  mufic  of  their 
Vol.  I.  F  f  own 
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own   incomparable   Paefitllo:   and  we,  ex* 
pofed  to    the   night   air,    almofl   becalmed, 
and  rocked  to  ficknefs  in  the  middle  of  the 
bay  of  Naples.     At  eleven   P,  M.  we  an- 
chored   in   the  Straits    between  the   Ifle  of 
CaprsE  *,  and  the  Punto  di  Campanella  on 
the  main  land,  and  having  put  up  a  cover- 
ing of  fail   cloth,  lay  down  for  the   night. 
Our  portmanteau  made  no  bad  fubftitute  for 
a    bolder,    and    we  luckily  found  a   thick 
woollen  rug,  which  ferved  as  a  comfortable 
counterpane;  yet  the  fwell  of  the  fea,  and 
the  roar  of  the  waves   againll   the   rocks, 
made  all  our  attempts  to  fleep  ineffedual, 
lb  that  our  only  confolation  was  the  hope 
of  a  favourable  breeze  in  the  morning.    But 
this  proved  delufive  ;  however,  as  the  wind 
was  not  diredly  againil  us,  we  rowed  acrofs 
the  gulph  of  Salerno,    and  landed   at  the 
little  village  of   Agropoli,   where,   having 

•  This  charmingh'fland  Is  fituated  in  the  entrance  of  the 
bay  of  Naples  nineteen  miles  from  the  city'.  It  was  chofen 
by  Sejanus  for  the  retreat  of  the  emperor  Tiberius,  in  which 
he  was  guilty  of  every  fpecies  of  debauchery.  Some  re- 
mains of  his  palace,  &c,  &c.  are  ftill  extant, 

hired 
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hired  mules  and  a  guide,  we  travelled  a 
few  miles  back  along  the  Tea  coaft  to  vifit 
the  ruins  of  Psftum. 

In  that  part  of  Italy  which  the  Elder 
Pliny  calls  the  third  region,  and  on  the 
borders  of  one  of  thofe  delightful  plains, 
which  extend  in  imperceptible  defcent  from 
the  Appenines  to  the  Mediterranean,  flood 
the  city  of  Pofidonia,  or  Pseftum,  built, 
according  to  that  general  compiler  Julius 
Solinus,  by  a  colony  of  Dorians.  We  find 
in  other  authors,  particularly  in  the  fifth 
book  of  Strabo,  a  m.ore  fatisfadlory  account 
of  the  origin  of  this  celebrated  city.  After 
the  deftrudion  of  Sybaris  by  the  Crotoniars, 
a  wandering  troop  of  ThefTalians  endea- 
voured to  fettle  near  it,  but  were  not  per- 
mitted. Being  too  weak  to  oppofe  the  con- 
querors, and  their  invincible  champion 
Milo,  they  v/ent  back  to  Greece,  and  having 
allured  many  adventurers  by  the  favour- 
able defcription  they  gave  of  Italy,  among 
whom  was  thehiftorian  Herodotus,  returned 
with  ten  (hips  under  the  command  of  Lam- 

Ff  2  pon 
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pon  and  Xenocratus,  and  founded  Thurlum. 
Among  the  new  Citizens  were  many  Syba- 
rites, who,  having  foon  after  their  affoci- 
ation  with,  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the 
native  Greeks,  were  driven  from  among 
them.  Thefe  exiles  crofTed  the  country, 
and  fettled  in  this  plain,  where  they  built 
Pofidonia  about  390  years  before  the  Chrif- 
tian  aera.  As  the  Sybarites  were  the  mod 
refined  and  voluptuous  of  the  Grecian  ' 
people  that  colonized  in  Italy,  we  might 
thence  infer,  even  if  its  ruins  were  not  a 
fufficient  indication  of  it,  that  Pofidonia 
was  a  rich  and  magnificent  city.  It  was 
firft  conquered  by  the  Lucanians,  who 
changed  its  name  to  Pseftum.  The  citizens 
are  mentioned  by  Livy  as  the  allies  of  the 
Romans,  to  whona  in  the  fecond  Punic  war 
they  offered  their  golden  cups  and  veflels, 
which  however  were  not  accepted — an  un- 
deniable proof  of  their  wealth  and  luxury. 
In  920  it  was  burnt  by  the  Saracens,  yet 
happily  thpfe  Barbarians  did  not  fo  entirely 
dcftroy  it,  but  that  there  (till  remain  four 
noble  monuments  of  its  ancient  grandeur, 

whicfi 
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'which  are,  and  probably  will  continue  for 
many  centuries,    to   be   the  admiration  of 
the    clafTic    traveller.     The   three   firft    arc 
temples,  which  architects  diftinguifh  by  ap- 
pellations borrowed  from  the  Greek,  nannely, 
the   Hexaftyle  Hypgethral :    the    Hexaftyic 
Peripteral:  and   the   Pfeudodipteral  or  Ba- 
filica.     To  explain   this,    I   muft   tell   you 
that  the  firfl:  (lands  on  a  bafe  of  three  fteps, 
and   has  two  equal  fronts  of  fix  colunnns, 
and  fourteen    on    each    fide.      Every    fhaft 
confifl:s  of  four  fluted  ftones,  they  diminifh 
more  in  circumference  from  the  bafe  to  the 
capital,  than  any  I  ever  faw.     Within  the 
temple  was  another  detached  colonade,  of 
which   (even  pillars    flrill   remain;    and    on 
thefe  flood  a  third  row,  fmallcr  and  fluted. 
The  fecond  temple  is  not  unlike  the  firft, 
nor  very  diff^trrent  from  it   in  ditrienfions  > 
but  the  Pfeudodipteral  is  confiderably  larger 
than  either,  having   nine  columns   in   each 
front,    and    18   on   each   fide.      As   I    well 
remember   that    you   ufed   to    ridicule    my 
partiality  for  Vitruvius  and  Palladio,  1  fiiall 
(ay  nothipg  more  upon   the  venerable  re- 

F  f  3  mains 
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mains  of  Pseftum,  than  that  their  order  is 
a  rude  (and  in  my  opinion)  an  unpleafing 
fpecirnen  of  the  Doric,  which  is  a  ftrong 
argument  in  favour  of  their  antiquity.  The 
fourth  ruin  is  an  oblong  amphitheatre,  170 
by  116  feet.  Exclufiveof  thtfr  area  gate- 
way :  part  of  the  city  walls :  and  watch 
towers;  but  they  (I  ihould  fuppofe)  wV1e 
bui)t  many  years  after  the  temples  and 
amphitheatre.  The  view  of  this  plain,  and 
of  thefe  its  ancient  inhabitants,  is  grand 
and  interefting.  Seven  miles  from  it  are 
the  woods  of  Silarus,  and  the  river  Silo. 
I  almoft  wilhed  to  be  ftung  by  one  of  thofe 
flies  which  Virgil  notices  as  peculiar  to  this 
country,  and  fo  formidable  to  cattle. 

Eft  lucos  Silari  circa  iHcibufque  virentem 
Plurimus  Alburnum  volitans,  cui  nomen  Afylo 
Romanum  eft,  ^ilron  Graii  vertere  vocantes, 
Afper,  acerba  fonans,  &c  *. 

Geor.  3.  1.  146,  &c. 

Iiritated. 
•  In  the  deep  groves  of  Silarus  is  ieen 
A  fly,  or  near  Alburnum  ever  green. 
Which  the  Greeks  ^Jiron,  we  Afylo  call. 
That  buzzes  with  hoarfe  hum,  &;c. 

Mod 
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Mod  of  the  Roman  poets  have  celebrated 
the  Rofc  Tree  of  Psftum  for  bearing  twice 
a  year.  I  have  this  inftant  enquired  of  the 
people,  in  whofe  houfe  I  am  now  writing, 
whether  it  be  ftill  fo,  and  they  tell  me  that 
their  children  gather  them  in  May  and 
in  Odober.  Adieu,  we  arc  going  into  our 
Speronara  at  nine,  P.  M,  -^s  '    • 


Scalea,  Feb.  25  th. 

THE  firfl:  night  of  our  voyage,  having 
been  altogether  reftkfs,  we  fell  into  a  deep^ 
fleep    almoft  as  foon  as    we  had    extend- 
ed  ourfelves  on   our   beds    of   oak,    when 
we  re-embarked  at  Agropoli,  and  did  not 
awake  the  next  morning,  until  we  felt  our 
Maltefe  drawing  up  the  boat  on  fliore.   This 
was  in  confequence  of   a  ftrong   foutherly 
wind,    which  had    fet   in    before   they   had 
rowed  three  leagues  from  the  place  we  had 
left  in   the  night.     Our   fituation  was  now 
truly   dillrefsful,    being   caft   on    the   rude 
inhofpitable  coaft   of  Salerno,  where  there 
was  no  food  to  refrefh,  no  houfe  to  receive 

F  f  4  us. 
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us,  nor  any  profped  at  Tea  of  favourable 
weather  to  proceed.  The  next  day  we 
Wijlked  up  the  country,  and  afcended  a  lofty 
mountain,  on  the  peak  of  which  is  the 
village  of  Caftel  Abbate  ;  but  fufpicious 
of  the  fallow  and  inhuman  afped  of  its 
inhabitants,  we  returned  to  the  Speronara, 
in  which  we  pafTed  a  dreadful  night  of  wind 
and  inceffant  rain.  The  day  after,  not 
judging  a  fecond  walk  altogether  prudent, 
we  amufed  ourfelyes  with  fitting  ftill  under 
the  damp  covering  of  our  boat.  At  night 
I  in  vain  attennpted  to  fleep ;  in  the  morn- 
ing however  nature,  overcome  with  fatigue, 
funk  into  found  repofe  s  but  oh  !  how  glad 
I  was  to  be  difturbed  with  tidings  that  the 
wind  had  fallen,  and  we  were  again  going 
out  to  fea.  The  exertion  of  our  failors  was 
very  great,  as  if  they  were  determined  to 
make  up  the  time  they  had  loft,  for  before 
nine,  P.  M.  we  had  gained  i8  leagues  by 
rowing,  and  never  were  poor  fellows  more 
chearful  in  their  labour,  though  indeed  we 
could  not  underftand  them,  as  their  lan- 
guage is  a  corrupt  Arabic.     We  doubled 

the 


LETTER    XXIL         441 

the  capes  Licofa  and  Palinuro;  the  lad  of 
thefe  has  retained  its  name  near  3000  years, 
being  called  after  iEneas's  pilot,  who,  fall- 
ing from  the  helm  when  afleep,  was  driven 
to  this  promontory,  where  he  was  murdered 
by  the  natives,  who  were  not  however  more 
inhuman  than  their  prefent  defcendants. 
Near  the  brow  is  a  ruin,  which  might  be 
the  remains  of  his  monument.  This  ftory 
is  charmingly  related  in  the  fifth  book  of 
Virgil,  and  in  the  fixth  JEncas  is  reprelented 
a3  meeting  him  in  the  fhades  below,  where 
the  attendant  Sybil  comforts  his  wandering 
ghofl:  with  this  affurance. 

Tpa  finitimi  longe  lateque  per  urbes 
Prodigiis  adli  caelellibas  ofTa  piabunt. 
Et  ftatuent  tumulum,  et  tumulo  folennia  mittent, 
^ternumque  locus  Palinuri  nomen  habebit  *. 

.^N.  vi.  line  3S1. 

Imitated, 
f  The  neighboring  people  fliall  repent  thy  doom. 
And  warn'd  by  heav'n  raife  o'er  thy  grave  a  tomb^ 
On  which,  as  each  revolving  year  goes  round. 
All  Ihall  hang  gifts,  and  confecrate  the  ground, 
Caird  by  thy  name  the  mountain  (hall  be  fhown, 
Xo  future  men  in  ages  now  unknown, 

A  few 
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A  few  miles  to  the  ibuth  of  this  clafiical 
promontory   we  entered    the   gulf  of  Poli- 
caftro>    and  carried   our    Speronara   into   a 
fecure  little  port  near  the  Capo  di  Inf  efchi, 
where  we  not  only  found  a  houfe,  but  frelli 
coos  and  fwect  oil,  with  which   one  of  the 
fefvants,  whom  we  had  hired  for  the  tour, 
beinf^  a  good   cook,   though   a   moft  con- 
fummate  rogue,  made  us  an  excellent  om- 
lette.     We  fai  here  over  a  wood  fire   more 
than   three  hours,   except  when  driven   by 
the  fmoke  at  intervals  (there  being  no  chim- 
ney) into  the  open  air  for  the  prefervation 
of   our  eyes.     About  midnight   the   wind 
veer'd  a  little  to   the  north,    which   occa- 
fioned  our  immediate  re  embarkation.   Soon 
after  our  departure  the  breeze  frefhened,  and 
we  failed  in  triumph  acrofs  the  gulf,  when, 
to  our    inexprelTible    mortification,    it   not 
only  fell,  but  rofe  again  in  the  fouth  ,  and 
blowing  with    great  violence,    dalhed   our 
boat   upon   the  fhores   of    Calabria,    under 
the  little    town   of    Scalea,  which    are   flill 
ruder  than  thofe  of  Salerno.     Here  we  have 
been  five  heavy  days  and  nights,  aad  here 

WQ 
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we  are  likely  to  continue,  as  the  moon,  on 
which  was  all  our  hope,  has  changed,  but 
produced  no  alteration  in  the  weather.  Our 
fituation  is  now  bad,  but  what  would  it 
have  been,  if  on  the  melancholy  day  of  our 
arrival  we  had  not  found  a  little  convent 
of  Francifcan  friars,  who  have  charitably 
received  us :  fpared  us  one  of  their  own 
cells,  with  a  bed,  two  chairs,  and  a  table, 
and  provided  us  with  food.  The  honefly, 
the  fimplicity,  and  the  attention  of  thefe 
good  men  have  greatly  alleviated  our  dif- 
trefs ',  indeed  without  the  protedion  of  their 
convent,  we  had  probably  been  murdered, 
as  in  a  country  of  ajfajjination^  this  fpot  is  the 
mofi  noted  for  it.  About  five  years  ago  a 
knight  of  Malta,  and  the  failors  of  fuch 
a  Speronara  as  ours,  were  killed  and  plun- 
dered within  two  miles  of  Scalea. 

I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving 
the  foil  and  produce  of  this  part  of  Calabria 
Citra.  Though  little  cultivated,  the  earth 
is  naturally  rich  and  abundant,  particularly 
in  olives,  figs,  and  grapes.  The  two  former 
^  are 
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are  remarkable  for  their  delicious  flavour^i 
and  the  latter  would  be  equal  to  any  in  the 
world,  were  the  vines  properly  cultivated 
and  drefTed.  The  wild  aromatic  herbs  of 
the  mountains  are  fo  nutritious,  that  cattle 
cannot  feed  upon  them  without  becoming 
too  grofs  in  fix  weeks.  All  the  coail  is 
covered  wich  a  variety  of  myrtleSj,  very 
different  from  the  forced  produdion  of  our 
northern  hemifphere^  as  every  gale  is  fcent- 
cd  by  their  odour.  The  Calabrian  peafant 
never  knows  what  winter  is  :  for  even  now 
the  country  wears  the  full  appearance  of 
fummer,  from  the  foftnefs  of  the  climate^ 
and  infinite  variety  of  ever-greens.  But 
the  beneficence  of  nature  is  ill  repaid  ia 
this  charming  country,  for  the  inhabitant^ 
are  worfe  than  Barbarians,  and  the  nobiiify:^ 
who  poffcfs  immenfe  trads  of  land  here» 
never  fee  them,  but  refide  altogether  ac 
Naples. 

On  the  fummit  of  one  of  the  neighbourr 
ino-  hills  that  commands  an  extenfivc  fweep 
of   profpe«5\;    over   the  Mediterranean,    th$ 

Adriatic* 
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Adriatic,  and  the  two  Calabrias,  {lands  an 
hermitage,  whofe  lonely  tenant  (as  our 
monks  report)  is  an  Englifhrnan.  He  has 
rcfided  there  nine  years,  and  fubfifted  ort 
the  alms  of  the  country  people,  who  are 
extremely  partial  to  him  from  the  happy 
fuppofition  that  he  is  a  faint.  Padre  Vi* 
cenzo,  the  guardian  of  our  little  convent, 
tells  me  that  he  has  often  met  him,  and 
that  once  in  a  deep  wood  below  the  her- 
mitage he  found  him  weeping  over  a  mini- 
ature, which,  on  being  furprized,  he  put 
haftily  into  his  bofom,  and  retired.  He 
fuppofes  him  to  be  about  forty  years  of 
age,  and  fays  his  appearance  is  very  noble 
and  interefting.  We  have  been,  as  you 
may  imagine,  very  defirous  of  copii^g  with 
this  melancholy  man,  but  our  continual 
expedation  of  a  favourable  wind  has  pre- 
vented it. 

This  is  a  fine  fportirrg  country  too,  as  it 
abounds  in  wild  boars,  (lags,  deer,  wolvesj 
foxes,  hares,  pheafants,  partridges,  wood- 
cocks, and  a  variety  of  water-fowl. 

Wc 
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We  ihall  never  depart,    but 

. Superanda  omnis  fortuna  ferendo  ei!^ 

muil  now  be  our  only  niotto  *. 


V~  Meffina,  March   ift. 

ON  the  feventh  morning  of  our  detention 
at  Scalea,  I  arofe  about  two  hours  before 
day  to  obferve  the  weather;  and  finding  it 
the  fame  as  before,  went  to  bed  again,  and 
flept.  Some  time  after  this,  we  were  joy- 
fully roufed  by  one  of  the  failors,  who  could 
fpeak  a  little  Italian,  with  the  ever  me- 
morable words  of  Abbiamo  il  Tramontanai 
Si<>nori  f.  We  hurried  on  our  clothes, 
made  our  acknowledgements  to  our  bene- 
volent hods,  on  whom  with  difficulty  we 
forced  a  few  pieces  of  gold,  and  in  ten 
minutes  got  under  way  with  our  fails  full 
of  the  rifing  gale.  As  we  paffed  the  coaft 
of  Calabria  Ultra,  our  pleafure  was  extreme  j 
becaufe,  the  night  before  our  departure,  we 
had   determined   to  run   all    hazards,    and 

•  We  muft  fubdue  our  misfortunes  by  patience. 
f  We  have  a  north  wind,  gentlemen. 

travel 
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travel  over  it  on   horfeback — a  journey  of 
four  days   at  lead.     About  funfet  we   had 
a  mod  pleafing  view  of  the  volcanic  little 
ifland  of  Stromboli,    the  ancient  refidencc 
of  ^olus,  and   at  eleven   P.  M.   entered  a 
fmail  inlet  under  Cape  Vatican©,  34.  leagues 
fronrj  Scalea.     This  made  ample  amends  for 
our  long  long  week  of  Confinement.     The 
next  morning  we  beheld  Sicily  before  us  ; 
on  our  left  was   the   fouthern  extremity  of 
Italy,  and  to  the  right  the  iflands  of  Lipari. 
The  flcy  was   clear,  the   fun  juft  rifcn,  and 
the   calm  fea  covered  with  boats  employed 
in    the  anchovy  fifhery  j    fo  that  upon  the 
whole,  I   think  I  never  faw  a  fcene  more 
chearful.     We  rowed  and   failed  30   miles 
along  the  fhore,  beholding  many  buildings 
ruined  by  the  terrible  earthquake  of  1783, 
and  about  ten  A.  M.  difembarked  at  Gioja, 
a  little  town,  in  which  we  hired  a  guide  and 
three   mules   haltered    and  'pa.kjaddledy    and 
rode  through  one  of   the  mod  charming, 
though  neglefled,  countries  of  Europe,  to 
the  ruins  of   Oppido.      What   a  fcene  of 
forrow  is  there,  what  a  glut  of  defolation  I 

1  remem- 
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t  remember  to  have  fhuddered  at  our  newf- 
papef  recital  of  this  deftrudlive  earthquake, 
but  how  faint  a  pidure  was  that  of  the 
reality  !  1  know  not  indeed  how  to  defcribe 
It,  as  it  refembles  nothing  in  nature.  Could 
you  however  bring  your  faney  to  form  an 
idea  of  the  field  of  battle,  on  which  Jupiter 
and  the  giants  hurled  rocks  and  mountains 
at  each  other,  when  they  difputed  the  go- 
vernment of  heaven,  you  may  conceive  the 
appearance  of  Oppido  and  its  neighbour- 
hood. The  ground  on  which  the  town 
flood  is  a  continued  heap  of  ftones,  and  on 
the  northern  fide  near  its  cafile  is  a  deep 
winding  valley,  where  the  earth  has  gaped 
mod  tremendoully,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
are  two  large  lakes.  This  calamity  hap- 
pened very  early  on  the  6th  of  February 
1783.  The  crufh  was  fo  fudden,  and  fo 
general,  that  fix  thoufand  people  were  buried 
under  the  ruins.  In  addition  to  this  wc 
obferved  all  the  way  from  Gioja,  villages 
and  houfcs  rebuilt,  and  large  olive  trees, 
8cc.  torn  up  by  their  roots,  and  thrown 
in  confufion  one  acrofs  another.     Having 

regained 
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regained  our  Speronara  we  re-embarked, 
and  foon  reached  che  Faro  of  Medina,  where 
we  entered  the  Straits  that  divide  Sicily 
from  the  continent.  The  two  countries 
were  probably  torn  afunder  at  a  period  an- 
tecedent to  all  hiftory,  by  fuch  another 
earthquake  as  that  of  1783  ;  and  fo  thought 
Virgil,  who  however  only  follows  the  opir 
nion  of  ^fchylus  and  Diodorus  Siculus. 

Hasc  loca  vi  quondam  et  vafta  convulfa  ruina 
DiffiluifTe  ferunt,  cum  protlnus  utraque  tellus 
Una  foret,  venit  medio  vi  pontus,  et  undis 
Hefperium  Siculo  latus  abfcidit  f . 

jEn.  B.  3.  I.  414, 

The  breadth  of  this  channel  is  from  four 
to  twelve  miles,  and  the  length  thirty. 
There  is  a  continual  ebb  and  flow  in  it, 
though  no  tides  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  the 
current  running  Cik  hours  one  way,  and  fix 
the  other.     As  we  failed  under  the  little 

Imitated, 

■f  Thefe  places  they  report  as  one,  at  firft. 
Which  the  convullive  earth  afunder  burft 
With  monftrous  ruin  j  when  th*  impetuous  tide  ^ 
Rufli'd  in  between,  and  the  Hefperian  fide  > 

Did  from  Sicilia*s  new-made  ifle  divide.  3 

Vol,  I,  G  g  town 


450  TRAVELS. 

town  of  Scylla,  now  Scigloj  we  faw  an 
immenfe  rock,  which  in  the  late  earthquake 
had  been  cleaved  fronn  the  fhore,  and  had 
fallen  into  the  fca.  You  may  rennember 
that  ^neas  was  advifed  by  his  prophetic 
countryman  Hclenus  to  beware  of  thefc 
Straits,  where  the  currents  and  eddies  are 
even  in  the  prefent  improved  ftate  of  navi- 
gation moft  dangerous. 

Aft  ubi  digrefTum  Siculae  te  admoverit  ora 
Ventus,  et  angufti  rarefcent  clauftra  Pelori, 
Lsva  tibi  tellus,  et  longo  Iseva  petantur. 
iEc[uora  circuitu,  dextram  fuge  littas  et  undas  J, 

JEn.  B.  3.  1.  4io# 

As  the  Greeks  perfonified  mountains,  rgcks, 
trees,  and  rivers,  we  are  not  furprized  to 
find  that  Scylla  was  the  beautiful  daughter 
of  Phorcus  and  the  nymph  Cretis.  Being 
beloved  by  the  fea-god  Glaucus,  fhe  incurred 
the  jealoufy  and  refentment  of  the  enchan- 
trefs  Circe,  who  poifoned  the  fountain  in 
which    fhe  ufed   to  bathe.     The   infedted 

Imitated. 
1  When  you  obliquely  to  Sicilia  fteer, 

yVnd  the  Pelorian  Straits  fhall  fcarce  appear. 
Far  to  the  left  th*  intended  way  explore. 
Avoid  the  channel^  and  its  dangVous  Ihore. 

^ater 
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ivater  inftantly  produced  the  change  which 

the  poec  defcribes. 

Prima  hominis  facies,  et  pulchro  peftore  virgo 
Pube  tenus,  poftrema  immani  corpore  priftis 
Delphinum  caudas  utero  commiffa  luporum  •. 

^N.B.  3.  1.  426. 

And  (he  (poor  nymph)  to  conceal  her  de« 
formity,  threw  herfelf  into  the  fea,  where 
her  lover  Glaucus  changed  her  into  a  rock. 
Her  oppofite  neighbour  Charybdis  was  a 
rapacious  female,  who  dole  the  cows  of 
Hercules,  and  being  ftruck  for  it  by  one 
of  Jupiter's  thunderbolts,  underwent  a 
fimilar  ncietamorphofe. 

I  believe  that  tradition  never  dies,  if  there 
be  any  thing  fupernatural  in  it.  The  fea- 
faring  people  of  Meffina  will  tell  you,  that 
they  often  hear  the  rocks  of  Scylla  refound 
with  the  barking  of  her  dogs. 

**  cjeruleis  canibus  refonantia  Saxa.  f " 

^N.iii.  1.  432. 

Imitated. 
•  In  face  a  man  with  breads  cf  woman  kind, 

A  monftrous  form  below  of  fifti  and  dog  combined. 

Imitated. 
f  "  Rocks  yelping  with  their  fea-green  dogs.** 
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